FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

New UH Law Center Report Offers Safe Permitting
Model as States Weigh Counterproductive
Legislation on Solar Radiation Management
Research

Report comes amid a wave of 133 bills in 38 states since 2023 seeking to prohibit atmospheric
resedrch, with three states already enacting outright bans

HOUSTON, JULY 20, 2026 — As lawmakers across the country consider legislation to
prohibit solar radiation management (SRM) research and weather modification, a
report released today from the University of Houston Law Center argues that a
permitting system, rather than a criminal ban, gives states the stronger hand in
protecting the public and promoting scientific research

Since 2023, lawmakers in 38 states have introduced 133 bills targeting SRM, weather
modification, or both. Three states — Tennessee, Florida and Louisiana — have
enacted outright prohibitions, and more than 20 additional legislatures considered
similar measures in 2026. The report, “The Case Against Blanket Bans: A State
Permitting Model for Solar Radiation Management,” finds that these bans have
generated unnecessary compliance costs to businesses and undermined legitimate
research efforts that support innovation in these states.

“Our paper shows that there is a better path forward. Lawmakers do not need to
choose between an outright ban and no oversight at all. They can pursue a legislative
framework that allows carefully governed research to continue while maintaining
strict limits on deployment,” said Tracy Hester, co-author and co-director of the
Environment, Energy and Natural Resources Law Center “States are the testbed of
innovation, but blanket bans shut down legitimate research and stifle critical
scientific advancement. A permitting framework with meaningful guardrails offers a
more balanced approach that protects the public while ensuring transparency,
accountability, and scientific integrity.”

The report proposes an alternative governance framework that balances public
accountability with scientific inquiry and includes model legislation that would
establish a state permitting process for significant outdoor SRM activities while
preserving legitimate research and ensuring robust public oversight.

“This model bill gives states a concrete way to start building the technical and
institutional capacity they'll need as questions about climate stabilization become
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more urgent,” said Craig Segall, co-author and honorary fellow at the University of
Edinburgh Law School. “Rather than legislating in the dark, states can bolster their
research efforts by putting in place the permitting, monitoring and public engagement
processes that let lawmakers engage thoughtfully as the science develops.”

The report stresses that SRM is not a substitute for reducing greenhouse gas
emissions and would not address the underlying buildup of planet-warming carbon.
But the authors argue it offers what they call “option value,” the ability to better
understand a potential climate stabilization tool before it might be needed. This
report comes at a moment of growing scientific concern about climate tipping points,
such as the possible slowdown of major ocean currents, that could impose
significant social and environmental costs. Research now, Hester and Segall write,
ensures that if such risks materialize, decision-makers will have credible, shared
scientific knowledge to draw on rather than starting from zero.

The full report, “The Case Against Blanket Bans: A State Permitting Model for Solar
Radiation Management,” is available here.
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About the University of Houston Law Center

The University of Houston Law Center (UHLC) is a dynamic, top-tier law school
located in the nation’s 4th largest city. U.S. News & World Report ranked the Law
Center No. 54 overall among law schools nationwide and ranked UHLC’s Health Law,
Intellectual Property and Information Law, and Part-time programs in the Top 10. The
Law Center is ranked #9 among U.S. law schools for return on investment (ROI) by
LawCrossing and in the ABA Journal. It awards Doctor of Jurisprudence (J.D.) and
Master of Laws (LL.M.) degrees, through its academic branch, the College of Law. The
Law Center is more than just a law school. It is a powerful hub of intellectual activity
with more than 12 centers and institutes that fuel its educational mission and
national reputation. UHLC is fully accredited by the American Bar Association and is a
member of the Association of American Law Schools.

About the University of Houston

The University of Houston is a Carnegie-designated Tier One public research
university recognized with a Phi Beta Kappa chapter for excellence in undergraduate
education. UH serves the globally competitive Houston and Gulf Coast Region by
providing world-class faculty, experiential learning and strategic industry
partnerships. Located in the nation's fourth-largest city and one of the most
ethnically and culturally diverse regions in the country, UH is a federally designated
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Hispanic- and Asian American-Serving institution with an enrollment of more than
47,000 students.
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