For Immediate Release

UH Law Expert Available to Explain Twin Social Media
Landmark Jury Verdicts, Shift in Tech Liability

Houston, March 25, 2026 - In a pair of closely watched cases, juries in New Mexico, and
California have delivered back-to-back verdicts against Meta and other social media/tech
platforms, signaling a potential shift in how courts evaluate social media liability.

“For the first time, courts have held social media platforms accountable for how their
product design can harm users,” said Nikolas Guggenberger, an assistant professor of law
at the University of Houston Law Center with a joint appointment with the UH Cullen
College of Engineering.

“This is a new legal territory that could reshape an industry long shielded by Section 230.
Platforms will have to rethink their focus on engagement at any cost, which has outlived
itself,” he added.

Guggenberger specializes on antitrust, law & technology, privacy, and regulation. He has

frequently advised government entities and served as expert witness on technology policy,
financial markets regulation, and media law.

He can help your readers understand how these decisions could impact consumers, Big
Tech regulation, future litigation, developments in tech law, industry practices and more.

If you are interested in interviewing Professor Guggenberger, please contact Carrie Anna
Criado, UH Law Center Assistant Dean of Communications and Marketing, 713-743-
2184, cacriado@central.uh.edu or Rashda Khan, Communications Director, 325-656-
2824, rkhan20@uh.edu.

About the University of Houston Law Center

The University of Houston Law Center (UHLC) is a dynamic, top-tier law school located in
the nation’s 4th largest city. It is ranked #9 among U.S. law schools for return on investment
(ROI) by LawCrossing. UHLC’s Health Law, Intellectual Property and Information Law, Legal
Writing Program, and Part-time programs rank in the U.S. News Top 15. It awards Doctor of
Jurisprudence (J.D.) and Master of Laws (LL.M.) degrees, through its academic branch, the
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College of Law. The Law Center is more than just a law school. It is a powerful hub of
intellectual activity with more than 12 centers and institutes that fuel its educational
mission and national reputation. UHLC is fully accredited by the American Bar Association
and is a member of the Association of American Law Schools.

About the University of Houston

The University of Houston is a Carnegie-designated Tier One public research university
recognized with a Phi Beta Kappa chapter for excellence in undergraduate education. UH
serves the globally competitive Houston and Gulf Coast Region by providing world-class
faculty, experiential learning and strategic industry partnerships. Located in the nation's
fourth-largest city and one of the most ethnically and culturally diverse regions in the
country, UH is a federally designated Hispanic- and Asian American-Serving institution with
an enrollment of more than 47,000 students.



