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Stephen Thomas Zamora had a wonderful family. He was beloved by his devoted wife Lois and 

his two great children, Camille and Peter, and by a large and wonderful extended family. When 

he was dean of the Law Center, his wife was dean of CLASS, the College of Liberal Arts and 

Social Sciences. They were Houston’s “power couple.”  

Stephen was blessed with many wonderful qualities. One wonders how God could imbue one 

person with so many outstanding qualities and advantages.  

 Steve had movie star good looks. I used to tease him that he reminded me of Robert 

 Redford;  

 He was ageless in appearance .I often wondered if he had a painting at home which 

 reflected his actual age. Or what he was taking to maintain his youthful appearance. I 

 wanted some of it; 

 He was athletic. He was always exercising—swimming, biking. We would share exercise 

 tips. He told me that, when he was dean, he would regularly play basketball with faculty, 

 staff, and students. He encouraged me to continue to exercise during my deanship; 

 He was academically gifted. He graduated first in his law school class at Berkeley’s Boalt 

 Hall and served as Chief Articles Editor of the California Law Review;  

 He was an accomplished scholar. He authored “numerous articles and book chapters on 

 international economic law, international banking law, international trade law (NAFTA), 

 international monetary law.”1  He was recognized as a scholar by being a member of the 

 American Law Institute, one of the most prestigious organizations of judges, lawyers and 

 faculty; 

 He was a trailblazer. From 1995-2000, he was dean of the University of Houston Law 

Center. He was the University of Houston’s first dean of Hispanic origin, as well as the 

Law Center’s first dean of Hispanic origin; 

 He was a leader in bridging the divide among the legal systems on the North American 

continent. He was the lead author of the book “Mexican Law,” published by Oxford 

University Press,  

                                                           
1 UHLC website, Stephen Zamora, http://www.law.uh.edu/faculty/main.asp?PID=46. (last visited Oct. 17, 2016). 

http://www.law.uh.edu/faculty/main.asp?PID=46


 He was a citizen of the world and was ahead of his time when it came to globalism and 

 cooperation between and among nations and legal systems in different countries. In 

 2006, he received “the highest distinction awarded by the Mexican government to a 

 foreign national, the Order of the Aztec Eagle, in recognition of his work in promoting 

 U.S. - Mexican understanding.”2 

To someone to whom so much is given, a loss of life is particularly tragic. We collectively miss 

that person and especially miss his guidance and support. 

In my own life, I have suffered several losses of family members. I lost both my parents and 

Cecile, my second eldest sister (who was also my godmother) to cancer when I was still in my 

30s.  Losses hurt! They are painful, whether they are expected or unexpected. 

At the time of my losses, I felt like an orphan. I had no training on how to deal with this sudden 

and at the time rather unexpected loss. The people that I would ask for guidance on how to 

cope were the very persons whom I lost.  

No one knows exactly how anyone feels when they suffer such a loss, but, given my family 

history, I have a sense of how difficult a loss of such a central figure as Stephen Zamora would 

be for the entire Zamora family. 

For me, I prayed, reflected and tried to understand my loss. My Catholic Christian faith was my 

anchor. I know that Catholicism was important to Stephen and the Zamora family. Stephen was 

in fact co-faculty advisor to the St. Thomas More Society at the Law Center. 

Our Catholic Christian faith teaches that there is life after death and that we eventually meet 

our loved ones in the afterlife. Our Catholic Christian faith teaches us about the “Communion of 

Saints.” The Communion of Saints is the union of the members of the Catholic Christian faith, 

living and the dead, those on earth, in heaven, and in purgatory.3 

For me at the period of time in my life, I held on to the memories of my parents and my 

beloved sister Cecile. Even though my family members’ corporeal form was gone, their 

memories, their values, and their training stayed with me. I would think about what they would 

do in any given circumstance and use the values that they inculcated in me as touchstones of 

what to do and what not to do. So even though my parents and sister were not physically with 

me, they were always present in my thoughts and actions. So I say to the Zamora family—Lois 

Parkinson Zamora, their children Camille and Peter, and the extended Zamora family--that even 

though Stephen may be physically gone, he still lives on in each of you. 

                                                           
2 Id. 
3 Communion of Saints, New Advent, http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/04171a.htm (last visited Oct. 17, 2016). 

http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/04171a.htm


Stephen passed away on July 8, 2016. Not only is it a major loss for the Zamora family, it is a 

major loss for the Law Center and the legal field that he occupied — U.S-Mexican law. I 

promised Stephen that I was going to visit him in Mexico City while he was there during the 

summer of 2016. I received a text advising me that he passed before I had a chance to visit him. 

I was scheduled to spend almost one week celebrating the 25th anniversary of UHLC’s 

relationship with the Mexican foreign ministry, to meet the Center for U.S. and Mexican Law’s 

advisory board, and to hold an event for all UHLC’s alumni in Mexico City. Because of Stephen’s 

passing, I wasn’t able to go and had to cancel all the events. I pledge that I will reschedule my 

trip by the summer of 2017 to complete the journey to Mexico that I promised I would make.  

It is important that Stephen’s work lives on at the Law Center. In 2012, Stephen launched the 

Center for U.S. and Mexican Law. Long before that official launch, Stephen and other members 

of the Law Center community had established relationships with Mexico, including the Foreign 

Ministry, Pemex and most recently with the National Hydrocarbons Commission. The Law 

Center has also had summer abroad programs where students spend a part of the summer 

learning about specific legal issues. More recently the Law Center has funded global internships 

for students to work at Pemex or any other organizations in Mexico during the summer. The 

Law Center has had scholars who have lectured on both sides of the border. The Law Center 

has held conferences and completed research topics on legal issues important to both sides of 

the border. 

It is important for the Law Center to maintain and expand these relationship and programs. 

Mexico is a strategic partner to the United States, Texas, and Houston. Over 21% of the Law 

Center’s student body is now of Hispanic origin. It is important and vital for all our students to 

learn about these cross border issues. 

I am happy to announce that Lois Parkinson Zamora and the Zamora family have agreed to 

donate $100,000 in Stephen’s name for the Law Center to hire an interim director of the U.S. 

Mexican Law Center. The generous donation will afford us a bridge until we can find a 

permanent director and a faculty member specializing in these legal issues. My vision is to work 

toward institutionalizing Stephen’s legacy and vision. Thank you so much Professor Lois Zamora 

and Camille and Peter and the entire Zamora family for your generosity.  

The generosity of the Zamora family will go a long way during this transition period.  To make 

Stephen’s vision more of a reality and more a part of the fabric of the institution of the Law 

Center, I need your help and guidance. I need your connections. I need your additional 

donations to make the Center for U.S. and Mexican Law all that Steve dreamed it to be. With 

your help, nothing can stop us.  



So I say to all of you, hold fast to Stephen, the man!  Hold fast to Stephen’s memory! Hold fast 

to Stephen’s accomplishments! Hold fast to the Center for U.S. and Mexican Law. Hold fast! 

Hold fast! Hold fast!  
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