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Watts Resigns From Steering Committee Amidst Investigation 
Angela Morris 
 
San Antonio lawyer Mikal Watts has resigned from the Plaintiffs' Steering Committee (PSC) that 
leads the ongoing litigation over the April 2010 Deepwater Horizon oil spill in the Gulf of 
Mexico. 
 
"The Clerk shall remove Mr. Watts from the list of PSC and Class Counsel members," says a 
March 13 order by U.S. District Judge Carl J. Barbier, who presides over the multi-district 
litigation in the U.S. District Court for the Eastern District of Louisiana in New Orleans. 
 
Watts' attorney, McCrum Law Office owner Michael McCrum, confirms that the Secret Service 
searched two San Antonio offices of Watts' firm, Watts Guerra Craft, on Feb. 8 and took paper 
and electronic documents. 
 
McCrum says the search was part of an ongoing investigation about issues regarding the oil spill 
litigation and Watts — specifically, "[t]he client list and the circumstances surrounding the 
signing up of those clients and filing lawsuits on their behalf." 
 
When asked why Watts resigned from the steering committee, McCrum replies, "[A]lthough he 
feels strongly he did nothing wrong — certainly nothing of a criminal nature, and everything he 
did was in good faith and in the best interests to represent his clients — as an experienced 
lawyer, he just realized, when there is a pending investigation, it could raise thoughts by people 
in the public. So, as not to do anything that negatively impacts the ongoing trial, Mikal 
voluntarily withdrew from the committee. His primary concern is to the clients." 
 
John Dowdy, chief of the criminal division for the U.S. Attorney's Office for the Southern 
District of Mississippi who is handling the investigation, says, "The only thing I can tell you is 
no charges have been filed at this time." 
 
Secret Service spokesman Brian Leary says, "There is an ongoing investigation. We cannot 
comment further." 
 
McCrum notes that there are no indictments or criminal charges against Watts and says that the 
government does not always pursue charges from investigations. 
 
McCrum adds that Watts is losing a lot of time and expenses he's devoted to the steering 
committee in the past couple of years. 



 
Watts didn't return a telephone message or email seeking comment. 
Plaintiffs' Steering Committee 
 
In an Oct. 8, 2010, order, Barbier appointed 15 members to the steering committee, including 
Watts. The order says there were "numerous applications/nominations" for the steering 
committee, which the court reviewed and "carefully considered." In the order, Barbier also 
named two of those members, along with two additional attorneys, to the Plaintiff Executive 
Committee. 
 
Watts filed a PSC membership application on Aug. 27, 2010, which says he was representing 
more than 40,000 plaintiffs in the oil spill litigation. Watts wrote in the application that he had 
the experience to handle such a complex multi-district litigation (MDL), and he listed previous 
MDL experience in FEMA formaldehyde litigation, a silica MDL, Ford Explorer/Firestone Tire 
MDL, and more. 
 
"I have achieved verdicts for my clients exceeding $800 million, and settlement exceeding $2.5 
billion," says the application. 
 
The October 2010 order says that the steering committee is responsible for conducting discovery 
for the plaintiffs, calling meetings of plaintiffs' lawyers, representing the plaintiffs at hearings 
and pretrial proceedings, and coordinating the trial team, among other things. 
 
University of Houston Law Center professor Robert Schuwerk says generally, a steering 
committee assigns out work to the hundreds of other attorneys involved in the litigation. 
Schuwerk handled mass litigation matters before becoming a law professor, and now he consults 
with steering committees regarding settlements. 
 
"Of course, being on the committee that assigns out all the work is generally a good start to get a 
fair amount of that work assigned to you," he says. Speaking generally, he says that when the 
litigation ends, attorney fee awards depend on how much work an attorney did. 
 
Schuwerk adds, "You get on the steering committee, you get a chance to get a larger share of that 
ultimate award." 
 
Steering committees are generally made up of influential lawyers who have the most experience 
with mass torts and the largest numbers of clients involved in the mass litigation, he says. 
 



McCrum says, "Mr. Watts has a history of working tirelessly on behalf of people who have been 
injured, and he has had a lot of success, and a lot of his clients have been very, very happy 
because he's represented their interests so well. He continued in that effort in relation to BP." 
 
He adds, "In our view, justice in this case would be the investigation would be closed, and Mikal 
and his law firm will continue representing people, as they have in the past." 


