
R&D Phase 1: 
Exam 

Developments



“Foundational” content to be assessed 

CONCEPTS & PRINCIPLES 

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

7.

8.

SKILLS 

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

7.



Where it started… 

PHASE 1: LISTENING 
SESSIONS 

PHASE 2: 2019 
PRACTICE ANALYSIS 

PHASE 3: TEST 
CONTENT & DESIGN 



“Lawyering skills should be 
emphasized over subject 
matter knowledge.” 

as issue spotting, critical thinking, legal 
analysis, written and oral communication, and reasoning



Stakeholder Input 

“Consider adding legal 
research skills by 

providing access to an 
electronic database of 

legal resources.” 

“Consider more frequent 
administrations of the 

bar examination.” 

“Evaluate the impact of 
change on historically 

underrepresented 
populations of 

examinees.” 

“Avoid increased costs 
for candidates to take 

the exam.” 

“Offer more study aids 
as a low-cost alternative, 

or supplement, to 
commercial bar 

preparation programs.”

“The MPT is a strength of 
the current bar exam.”













Primary Focus 2021-22 Early 2023 Late 2023 2024 

1. Publish & gather 
feedback on 
preliminary 
Content Scope 
Outlines

Continue pilot 
testing of draft 
items & item 
types 

Publish sample 
items and study 
materials as 
available 

Publish final exam 
design & test 
content 
specifications

2. Develop & 
evaluate 
prototypes of 
new item 
types/sets 

Publish final 
Content Scope 
Outlines

Conduct field 
testing of items

Administer 
prototype exam 



Testing Phase Use

Pilot Guide standards 

Field & Prototype Build multiple simulated exams 
to solidify structure of exam  



Pilot testing
•

•

•

• get involved

•

•

https://forms.gle/dbKchTwu2kcqa2Wi6


So… where does this (ideally) put NCBE next year? 

•

•

• supplementary materials 

•

•

•



Field & prototype testing (beginning 2024) 
• More examinees as compared to pilot testing 

• Designed to determine:

• whether specific questions or item sets will assess examinees’ 
knowledge and skills appropriately

• whether questions are fair and within an appropriate level of difficulty

• NCBE begins to work with subject matter experts and offer training, 
guidance and support to draft exam items 

• Prior to this stage, drafters and reviewers will seek to have ensured that 
questions cover relevant topics (i.e., those within content scope outlines)

• Provide opportunity to see full-length exam administered as it will be 
beginning in 2026 



Glossary of terms 



•

•



“Testing legal research skills… raises an 
issue of how to deliver legal resources to 
candidates in a manner that is 
accessible to all and allows them to view 
and use the resources seamlessly. But we 
have no doubt that meeting these 
challenges is worth the effort.”



“Ensuring that the bar 
examination is free from 

racial/ethnic/gender bias 
is a priority.”



Where 
we’re at…

•

•

•

Testing Task Force & 
Blueprint 

Development 
Committee

Content Scope 
Committee

Implementation 
Steering Committee



Moving into Phase 2 of R&D, what can / should 
legal skills instructors be doing… and asking? 

•

•

•

•

•

•



Questions?

ashley.arrington@ttu.edu

mailto:ashley.arrington@ttu.edu
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