
The Twenty-Eighth Annual Fall Lecture
sponsored by  

Houston Intellectual Property Law Association

Navigating Multiplexed Technology Transfer 
Amelia Smith Rinehart 

William J. Maier, Jr. Dean and Professor of Law 
West Virginia University College of Law

Thursday, November 4, 2021
2021 VENUE:

University of Houston Law Center 
4604 Calhoun Road - HOUSTON

Lecture - 6:15 P.M.  
One Hour of CLE Credit

Kindly RSVP to ipil@uh.edu. For more information, call 713.743.2180.

RE
SEARCH

K
no

w How

Patent



The Fall Lecture
Sponsored by Houston Intellectual Property Law Association

Celebrating 28 Years of Serving
Houston’s Intellectual Property & Information Law Bar

Past Presenters
2020	 Jorge L. Contreras, The University of Utah College of Law

2019	 Sarah Burstein, The University of Oklahoma College of Law

2018	 Timothy R. Holbrook,  Emory University School of Law

2017	� John R. Thomas, Georgetown University Law Center

2016	� Daniel C.K. Chow, The Ohio State University Moritz College of Law

2015	� Ruth Okediji, University of Minnesota Law School

2014	� Dennis D. Crouch, University of Missouri School of Law

2013	� Elizabeth A. Rowe, University of Florida Levin College of Law

2012	 Hon. Jimmie V. Reyna, U.S. Court of Appeals for the Federal Circuit

2011	� Robert Brauneis, George Washington University Law School

2010	� Jane K. Winn, University of Washington School of Law

2009	� Gregory N. Mandel, Temple University Beasley School of Law

2008	� Margo A. Bagley, University of Virginia School of Law

2007	�� Clarisa Long, Columbia University School of Law

2006	�� John F. Duffy, George Washington University Law School

2005	� Dan L. Burk, University of Minnesota Law School

2004	� David J. Franklyn, University of San Francisco School of Law

2003	� William F. Lee, Hale & Dorr LLP

2002	� Hon. Paul Michel, U.S. Court of Appeals for the Federal Circuit

2001	� Ysolde Gendreau, Université de Montréal

2000	� Jerre B. Swann, Kilpatrick Stockton LLP

1999	�� Joseph Straus, Max Planck Institute for Innovation and Competition

1998	� John R. Thomas, George Washington University Law School

1997	� Hon. Nancy Linck, U.S. Patent and Trademark Office

1996	�� Hon. Glenn Archer, Hon. Pauline Newman, and Hon. Edward Smith,  
U.S. Court of Appeals for the Federal Circuit

1995	� Donald S. Chisum, Author, Chisum on Patents

1994	� John Pegram, Davis, Hoxie, Faithfull & Hapgood LLP



Amelia Smith Rinehart is the Dean of the West Virginia 

University College of Law. She is a professor of law and a 

recognized expert in patent theory, patent law, and patent 

law in relationship to antitrust and licensing law.

Prior to becoming a law professor, Professor Rinehart practiced 

law for several years at Orrick, Herrington & Sutcliffe L.L.P. 

in New York, and Jones, Walker, Waechter, Poitevent, Carrère 

& Denègre L.L.P. in Baton Rouge, Louisiana, specializing in 

intellectual property litigation, procurement, and counseling. Professor Rinehart 

received her J.D. from the University of Chicago Law School in 2002. She received a 

Master of Science in biomedical engineering from Tulane University in 1997, and a 

Bachelor of Science in biomedical engineering, summa cum laude, with Departmental 

Honors from Tulane University in 1996. Prior to attending law school, Professor 

Rinehart worked as an engineer at the Johnson Space Center in Houston, Texas.

Selected Publications Include:  #Squadgoals: A Response To Seth Waxman, 17 Chi.-

Kent J. Intell. Prop. 490 (2018); E. Bement & Sons v. National Harrow Co.: The First 

Skirmish Between Patent Law And The Sherman Act, 68 Syracuse L. Rev. 81 (2018); 

Holmes on Patents, 98 J. Pat. & Trademark Off. Soc’y 898 (2016).

Navigating Multiplexed Technology Transfer

Often, in an academic setting, technology transfer and commercialization involve 

academic employees of universities, but also might involve employees of private 

entities and state and federal agencies. The resulting multiple layers of private 

ordering and regulation related to invention ownership requires untangling first 

how the default rules of ownership operate with respect to ordinary employees of 

universities, private entities, and federal agencies, how these rules are changed 

by private agreement and by regulation, and finally how these multiple parties 

interact with inventors to gather information and commercialize technology within 

this framework. This project aims to illuminate the problem and offer suggestions 

for greater understanding of ownership rules in this complicated landscape.
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