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WILLIAM LEE became managing partner of Hale and Dorr 
on February 1, 2000, having previously chaired the firm’s
Litigation Department. He has been cited byThe National
Law Journal as one of “The 100 Most Influential Lawyers 
in America” for leading Hale and Dorr to become nationally
and internationally dominant in technology, and locally, in
pro bono services. 

Mr. Lee, a fellow of the American College of Trial
Attorneys, concentrates his practice primarily on intellectual
property and commercial litigation. He has acted as lead trial
counsel in patent litigation concerning a genetically engi-

neered tomato product; a trial involving the right to manufacture and sell recombinant
erythropoietin; a trial before the International Trade Commission involving $3 billion
of commerce; and in trials in federal court involving laser optics, video conferencing,
dye chemistry, high-speed chromatography and medical devices. 

In May 2000, Mr. Lee was one of fifteen attorneys nationally to be named by 
the chief judge for the Court of Appeals for the Federal Circuit to the newly-created
Advisory Committee. He will serve a three-year term on the committee, which will
advise the court on ways to improve the administration of justice. In addition, Mr. Lee
previously served as associate counsel to Independent Counsel Lawrence E. Walsh in
the Iran-Contra investigation, on Advisory Committees for U.S. District Court for the
District of Massachusetts and U.S. District Court for the District of Delaware, and on a
special Judicial Nominating Committee for the selection of judges for the Massa-
chusetts Supreme Judicial Court. 

In June 2002, Mr. Lee was elected to the Board of Overseers of Harvard University,
an appointment which he adds to his duties as a member of the Visiting Committee at
Cornell Law School. He previously served as vice chairman of the board of the Boston
University Medical Center University Hospital, a trustee of the Boston Medical
Center, and an overseer of the Museum of Science. A resident of Wellesley, he served
as chairman of the Board of Trustees of the Tenacre Country Day School.  

William Lee received a J.D. degree, magna cum laude, from Cornell Law School,
where he was named to the Order of the Coif, in 1976. In the same year, he received
an M.B.A. degree with distinction from the Cornell Business School. He received an
A.B. degree, magna cum laude, from Harvard College in 1972. 
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