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224 JONES v. FLOWERS 

Opinion of the Court 

the letter, and nobody appeared at the post office to retrieve 
the letter within the next 15 days. The post office returned 
the 1mopened packet to the Commissioner marked " 'un­
claimed.'" Pet. for Cert. 3. 

Two years later, and just a few weeks before the public 
sale, the Commissioner published a notice of public sale in 
the Arkansas Democrat Gazette. No bids were submitted, 
which permitted the State to negotiate a private sale of the 
property. See § 26-37-202(b). Several months later, re­
spondent Linda Flowers submitted a purchase off er. The 
Commissioner mailed another certified letter to Jones at the 
North Bryan Street address, atfempting to notify him that 
his house would be sold to Flowers if he did not pay his 
taxes. Like the :first letter, the second was also retm·ned 
to the Commissioner ma:rked "unclaimed." '.Pet. for Cert. 3.

Flowers purchased the house, which the parties stipulated in 
the trial court had a fair market value of $80,000, for 
$21,042.15. Record 224. Immediately after the 30-day pe­
riod for postsale redemption passed, see § 26-37-202(e), 
Flowers had an unlawful detainer notice delivered to the 
property. The notice was served on Jones' daughter, who 
contacted Jones and notified him of the tax sale. Id., at 11 
(K-tli.B). 

Jones filed a lawsuit in Arkansas state court against the 
Commissioner and Flowers, alleging that the Commission­
er's failme to provide notice of the tax sale and of Jones' 
right to redeem resulted in the taking of his property with­
out due process. The Commissioner a:n,d Flowers moved for 
slm1lllary judgment on the ground that the two unclairp.ed 
letters sent by the Commissioner were a constitutionally 
adequate attempt at notice, and Jones filed a cross-motion 
for summary judgment. The trial court granted summary 
judgment in favor of the Commissioner and Flowers. App. 
to Pet. for Cert. 12a-13a. It concluded that the Arkansas 
ta.x sale statute, whic� set forth the notice procedure fol-

lowed by the Commissioner, complied with constitutional due 
process requirements. 
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