


















































2 WALDEN u. F1ORE 

Opinion of foe. Court 

-istration agents searched resp_ondents Gina_ Fiore and
Keith Gipson and their carry-on bags at the San Juan
airport in Puerto Rico. They found almost $.97,000 in
cash. Fiore explained to DEA agents in San Juan that she
and Gipson had. been gambling at a casino known as the·
El San Juan, and that they had residences in both Ca1i­
fornla and Nevada {though they provided only California
identification). After respondents were cleared for depar­
ture. a law enforcement official at the San Juan ah-port
notified petitioner's task force in Atlanta that respondents
had boarded a plane for Atlanta, where they planned to
catch a connectinglligbt to Las Vegas, Nevada.

Wben respondents arrived in Atlanta, petitiane:r and
another DEA agent approached them at the departure
gate for their flight to Las Vegas. In response to petition­
er's questioning, Fiore ex.:plained that she and Gipson wel'e
professional gamblers. Respondents maintained that tbe
cash they were can-ying was their gambling '"bank"' and

___ _  '-'_flll_mngs. App. 15, 24. After usmg a drug-sniffing dog-'w 
pel'form a sniff test, petitioner seized the cash.1 Petitioner 
advised respondents that their funds wou1d be re_turned if 
they later prnved a legitimate source for the cash. Re­
spondents then boarded theu: plane. 

After respondents departed, petitioner moved the cash 
to a secui·e location and the matter was fonvarded to DEA 
headquarters. The next day, petitioner received a phone 
call from respondents• attorney in Nevada seeking return 
of the funds. On two occasions. over the next month, peti­
tioner a1so received documentation from the attorney 
regarding the legitimacy of the funds. 

At some pointafter petitioner seized the cash, he helped 
draft an affidavit to show probable cause fo1· forfeitttre of 

IRes�ondents allage thut the sniff test was �at besL inconclusive,� 
and there fo no indication in the plea.rungs that drugs or drug residue 
w2re ever round on or with the cash.. App. 21. 
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