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DAVID R. DOW 
 

Cullen Professor 
University of Houston Law Center 

713-743-2171 
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www.davidrdow.com 

 
Employment: 

 
University of Houston Law Center, 1988-present: 

Cullen Professor (2010 – present), 
University Distinguished Professor (2003-2010), 
George Butler Research Professor of Law (1999-2001), 
Professor of Law (1996 - present), associate professor (with tenure) (1992-96), 
assistant professor (1988-92). 

 
Rice University: 

Rorschach Visiting Professor of Legal History (2011 – 2019). 
Visiting Professor of History (2005, 2007, 2008). 

 
Texas Defender Service: 

Litigation Director (July 2006 – 2011). 
 

Texas Innocence Network: 
Founder and Director (March 2000-present). 
http://www.law.uh.edu/faculty/ddow2/dpage2/innocence.html 

 
Dow, Cogburn & Friedman, Of Counsel (1999-2001). 

 
Smyser, Kaplan & Veselka, Of Counsel (1995-2024).  

 
Nelkin & Nelkin, P.C. (associate, civil rights litigation) (1988). 

 
Susman, Godfrey & McGowan (associate, commercial litigation) (1986-1988). 

 
Law Clerk to Judge Carolyn D. King, United States Court of Appeals, 5th Circuit (1985-1986). 

Law Clerk to Judge John R. Brown, United States Court of Appeals, 5th Circuit (Summer 1983). 

 
Education: 

 
Yale Law School, J.D., 1985. http://www.law.yale.edu/ 

Activities and Honors: 
Editor, Yale Law Journal; 

mailto:ddow@uh.edu
http://www.davidrdow.com/
http://www.law.uh.edu/faculty/ddow2/dpage2/innocence.html
http://www.law.yale.edu/
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Research Assistant to Professor Paul Gewirtz in field of federal jurisdiction; 
Assisted Professor Paul Gewirtz in preparation of respondent's brief in Estate of Thornton v. 
Caldor, Inc., 472 U.S. 703 (1985). 
Founder, Co-Director and Treasurer, Students Against Reaganism (a national political action 
committee). 

 
Yale University, M.A. History, 1982. 

 
Rice University, B.A. History, 1981. http://www.rice.edu/ 

Activities and Honors: 
Magna Cum Laude; 
Phi Beta Kappa; 
President's Honor Roll (Dean's List) (every year); 
Board of Governors Scholarship (academic merit) (every year); 
Teaching Assistant in American history, sociology, political science; 
weekly columnist, The Rice Thresher. 

 
 

Subjects: 
 

Constitutional Law and Theory, Constitutional History, Contracts, Death Penalty, Supreme Court, 
First Amendment, Federal Jurisdiction, Jurisprudence, Banned Books, Law & Literature. 
http://www.law.uh.edu/faculty/ddow2/dpage2/subjects.htm 

 
 

Books: 
 

Confessions of an Innocent Man (Dutton 2019). 
 

Things I’ve Learned From Dying: A Book About Life (Twelve 2014) (also published in 
translation in China, Japan, Korea, and Taiwan). 

 
The Autobiography of an Execution (Twelve 2010) (also published in translation in China, 
France, Holland, Japan, and Taiwan; and published in Australia and the UK under the title Killing 
Time (Random House 2010); and excerpted in Hablar Derecho: Dialogis Entre la Narrativa y el 
Derecho (Itam: Mexico 2015)). 

 
America’s Prophets: How Judicial Activism Makes America Great (Praeger 2009). 

 
Executed on a Technicality: Lethal Injustice on America’s Death Row (Beacon 2005). 

 
Contract Law, Texas Practice (vol. 49 of Texas Practice series) (with C. Smyser) (Thomson-West 

2005) (and annual supplements: 2006 - 2024). 
 

Machinery of Death: The Reality of America’s Death Penalty Regime (Routledge 2002) (with 
M. Dow). 

http://www.rice.edu/
http://www.law.uh.edu/faculty/ddow2/dpage2/subjects.htm
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Book Chapters and Reprinted Materials: 

 
"Appellate and Post-Conviction Remedies in Death Cases," in The Elgar Companion to Capital 
Punishment and Society (Ben Fleury-Steiner and Austin Sarat, ed.) (Edward Elgar Publishing Ltd. 
September 2024). 

 
Introduction to Albert Sample, Racehoss: Big Emma’s Boy (Scribner 2018). 

Foreword to Victor Hugo, The Last Days of a Condemned Man (New York: Dover ed. 2009). 

“Gödel and Langdell -- A Reply to Brown and Greenberg's Use of Mathematics in Legal Theory,” 
reprinted in Maksymilian Del Mar and Burkhard Schafer, Legal Theory and Natural 
Sciences (London: Ashgate 2014). 

 
“Bell v. Cone: The Fatal Consequences of Incomplete Failure,” in Capital Punishment Stories 

(Jordan Steiker and John Blume, eds.) (Foundation Press 2008). 
 

“The Effect of AEDPA on Capital Post-Conviction Litigation in the Federal Courts” in Capital 
Punishment Issues in the Next Generation (Carolina Academic Press 2007) (with E. 
Freedman). 

“Fictional Documentaries and Truthful Fictions: The Death Penalty in Recent American Film,” 
reprinted in part in Law and Popular Culture, edited by David R. Papke, et al. 
(LexisNexis 2007). 

 
“Debs v. United States”; “Abortion Laws and the Establishment Clause”; in Encyclopedia of 

American Civil Liberties (4 vols.) (Routledge 2006). 
 

“Custom” (addressing the role of local custom in forming ethical outlooks); “Erroneous 
Convictions” (addressing methods for setting aside convictions on the basis of actual 
innocence); in Ethics, Revised Edition (3 vols.) (Salem Press 2005). 

 
“The Music of Chance”; “Before & After”; “Body & Soul”; “A Lesson Before Dying”; “Jernigan”; 

“The Second Coming”; “A Thousand Acres”; “The Death of Ivan Ilych”; “The Oresteia”; 
“Antigone”; in Law in Literature: An Annotated Bibliography of Law-Related Works 
(E. Gemmette, ed. 1998). 

 
“The Plain Meaning of Article V,” in Responding to Imperfection, edited by Sanford Levinson 

(Princeton Univ. Press 1995). http://pup.princeton.edu/titles/5663.html 
 

“When Law Bows to Politics,” reprinted in part in Philosophy of Law, edited by Joel Feinberg and 
Hyman Gross, at 713-22 (5th ed. 1995). 

 
 

http://pup.princeton.edu/titles/5663.html
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Journal Publications: 
 

Authorization of Successive Habeas Applications in the U.S. Courts of Appeals (in progress).  
 
Asymmetric Error Correction in the Supreme Court (in progress). 
 
How Reliable are Polygraph Examinations in Criminal Investigations? An Empirical Assessment 
(with Cassandra Jeu and Scarlett Watkins),  61 Criminal Law Bulletin ___ (forthcoming 2025). 
 
The Double Jeopardy Clause and Successive Prosecutions by Separate Sovereigns for the Same 
Act, 96 Southern California Law Review Postscript 136 (2023), available at 
https://southerncalifornialawreview.com/2023/10/16/the-double-jeopardy-clause-and-
successive-prosecutions-by-separate-sovereigns-for-the-same-act/. 

Does Eliminating Life Tenure for Article III Judges Require a Constitutional Amendment?, 16 
Duke J. Const. Law & Public Policy 89 (2021) (with Sanat Mehta), available at 
https://djclpp.law.duke.edu/article/does-eliminating-life-tenure-for-article-iii-judges-require-a-
constitutional-amendment-dow-vol16-iss1/ 
 
Reversal Rates in Capital Cases in Texas, 2000 - 2020, 68 UCLA L. Rev. 1 (Discourse) (April 
27, 2020), available at https://www.uclalawreview.org/reversal-rates-in-capital-cases-in-texas/ 

 
Foreword: The Future of Crime Labs and Forensic Science, 57 Hous. L. Rev. 467 (2019). 
 
Conceptual and Scientific Defects in the Supreme Court’s “Method of Execution” Jurisprudence, 
92:4 Yale J. of Biology and Medicine 793 (December 2019), available at 
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC6913819/ 
 
When an Appeal Goes Wrong: A “Criminal Justice Nightmare” (addressing speedy trial claims 
and pre-trial writs of habeas corpus in appeal of Jerry Hartfield), 18 J. App. Practice & Proc. 165 
(2017). 
 
How Do Jurors Decide to Sentence Someone to Death?, 14 Ohio State Journal of Criminal Law 
787 (2017). 
 
Is the “Arising Under” Jurisdictional Grant in Article III Self-Executing?, 25 William & Mary Bill 
of Rights Journal 1 (2016). . 
 
It’s All In How You Tell It (essay review of Philip N. Meyer, Storytelling for Lawyers (Oxford 
2014)), 39 Vermont L. Rev. 1 (2014). 
 
Planting the Seed: A Round Table on Death Penalty Narratives, 26:2 Gulf Coast 124 (Summer / 
Fall 2014) (with Jessica Blank, Pamela Coloff, Anthony Graves, Zachary Martin, and Jill 
Patterson). 
 

http://www.uclalawreview.org/reversal-rates-in-capital-cases-in-texas/
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC6913819/
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How Many People Have Been Unconstitutionally Executed in Texas?, available electronically at 
http://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=2228311 (March 2013). 
 
The Death Penalty: Righteous Anger or Murderous Revenge? (a conversation with Thomas 
Cahill, Robert K. Elder, and Jill Patterson), Creative Nonfiction, (no. 43, Fall / Winter 2011). 
 
Errors of Judgment (reviewing Convicting the Innocent, by Brandon Garrett), in Yale Alumni 
Magazine, March 2011. 
 
Review of Capital Punishment on Trial: Furman v. Georgia and the Death Penalty in Modern 
America (by David M. Oshinsky), Journal of Southern History, vol. 77, no. 4 (November 2011). 
 
A Tribute to Professor Irene Merker Rosenberg Upon Her Retirement, 46 Hous. L. Rev. 649 
(2009). 
 
The Last Execution: Rethinking the Fundamentals of Death Penalty Law (Fifth Annual Yale L. 
Rosenberg Memorial Lecture), 45 Hous. L. Rev. 967 (2008). 
 
Judicial Activism on the Rehnquist Court: An Empirical Assessment, 23 St. John's J. Leg. Comm 
35 (2008) (with C. Jeu and A. Coveny). 

 
Is it Constitutional to Execute Someone Who is Innocent (and if it isn’t, how can it be stopped 
following House v. Bell)?, in Symposium: The Death Penalty in America, 42 Tulsa L. Rev. 277 
(2007). 
 
The Extraordinary Execution of Billy Vickers, the Banality of Death, and the Demise of Post- 
Conviction Review, 13 Wm & Mary Bill of Rts. J. 521 (2005) (with Marcus, Moon, Tyler, and 
Wiercioch). 
 
How Many Spouses Does the Constitution Allow One to Have?, 20 Const. Comm. 571 (2003- 04) 
(essay-review of Sarah Barringer Gordon, The Mormon Question) (with J. Maldonado). 

Invisible Executions: A Preliminary Analysis of Publication Rates in Death Penalty Cases in 
Selected Jurisdictions, 8 Tex. Forum on Civ. Libs. & Civ. Rts. 149 (2003) (with B. McNeese). 
 
Our Prophet (In Memoriam: Yale Rosenberg), 39 Hous. L. Rev. 878 (2002). 
 
The End of Religion (essay-review of Ronald Thiemann’s Religion in Public Life), 16 J. Law & 
Relig. 877 (2001). 
 
Can Constitutional Error be Harmless?, 2000 Utah L. Rev. 483 (with J. Rytting). 
 
Fictional Documentaries and Truthful Fictions: The Death Penalty in Recent American Film, 17 
Const. Comm. 511 (2000). 
 

http://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=2228311
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The Relevance of Legal Scholarship, 37 Hous. L. Rev. 329 (2000). 
 
America’s Death Machine, 10 Criminal Law Forum 387 (1999) (essay-review of John C. Tucker, 
May God Have Mercy). 
 
The Moral Failure of the Clear and Present Danger Test, 6 Wm & Mary Bill of Rts. J. 733 (1998). 
 
Rethinking the Clear and Present Danger Test, 73 Ind. L.J. 1217 (1998) (with R. S. Shieldes). 
http://www.law.indiana.edu/ilj/v73/no4/04.html 
 
The Equal Protection Clause and the Legislative Redistricting Cases: Some Notes Concerning the 
Standing of White Plaintiffs, 81 Minn. L. Rev. 1123 (1997). 
 
The Confused State of the Parol Evidence Rule in Texas, 59:7 Texas Bar Journal 616 (July 1996) 
(revised and expanded version of article of the same title, listed below). 
 
The State, the Death Penalty, and Carl Johnson, 37 B.C.L. Rev. 691 (1996). 
 
On Reading Stephen Carter's The Culture of Disbelief -- A Dissenting Opinion, 11 J. Law & Relig. 
417 (1995). 
 
In Memoriam: Gilbert Lee Finnell, Jr., 31 Hous. L. Rev. 1347 (1995). 

The Third Dimension of Death Penalty Jurisprudence, in Symposium: The Death Penalty, 22 Amer. 
J. Crim. L. 151 (1994). 
 
The Death of Fairness: Counsel Competency and Due Process in Death Penalty Cases (panel 
discussion), 31 Hous. L. Rev. 1105, 1114 (1994). 
 
The Confused State of the Parol Evidence Rule in Texas, 35 S. Tex. L. Rev. 457 (1994). 
 
Gödel and Langdell -- A Reply to Brown and Greenberg's Use of Mathematics in Legal Theory, 44 
Hastings L.J. 707 (1993). [Abstract located at 
http://www.uchastings.edu/hlj/abstracts/abstr443.html .] 
 
Constitutional Midrash: The Rabbis' Solution to Professor Bickel's Problem, 29 Hous. L. Rev. 543 
(1992). 
 
When Law Bows to Politics: Explaining Payne v. Tennessee, 26 U.C. Davis L. Rev. 157 (1992). 
 
What We Should Learn from the Hill vs. Thomas Fiasco, in Colloquium: The Judicial Nomination 
and Confirmation Process, 7 St. John's J. Leg. Comm. 81 (1991) (with R. Westin). 
 
Teague and Death -- The Impact of Current Retroactivity Doctrine on Capital Defendants, 19 
Hastings Const. L.Q. 23 (1991). 
 
Law School Feminist Chic and Respect for Persons -- Comments on Contract Theory and 

http://www.law.indiana.edu/ilj/v73/no4/04.html
http://www.uchastings.edu/hlj/abstracts/abstr443.html
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Feminism in the Flesh Colored Band-Aid, 28 Hous. L. Rev. 819 (1991). 
 
When Words Mean What We Believe They Say: The Case of Article V, 76 Iowa L. Rev. (1990). 

The Establishment Clause Argument for Choice, 20 Golden Gate Univ. L. Rev. 479 (1990). 

Advocacy, Truth, Fairness, and Law, 39 J. Legal Educ. 443 (1989). Individuals, 

Governments, and Rights, 30 S. Tex. L. Rev. 369 (1989). 

Hillel's Dilemma and Wisdom: The Paradigmatic Instance of the Counter-Majoritarian Difficulty 
and the Judaic Resolution, 4 National Jewish Law Review 59 (1989). 

Toward a Theory of the Establishment Clause, 56 UMKC Law Rev. 491 (1988). 
 
Standing and Rights, 36 Emory L. J. 1195 (1987). 

 
Editorials, Essays, Book Reviews, & Selected Correspondence: 

"What if the Supreme Court No Longer Has the Final Word?", in Balls and Strikes, ___ July 2024, 
available at  

"In Trump v. United States, the Court Should Have Done Nothing," Beacon Broadside, July 2, 2024, 
available at https://www.beaconbroadside.com/broadside/2024/07/in-trump-v-united-states-the-
court-should-have-done-nothing.html 

E. Jean Carroll v. Donald Trump, in The New York Times, May 2, 2023, available at 
https://www.nytimes.com/2023/05/02/opinion/letters/e-jean-carroll-trump-trial.html.  

Book Review, The Eighth Amendment and Its Future in a New Age of Punishment (edited by 
Meghan J. Ryan and William W. Berry III) (Cambridge Univ. Press 2020), in Criminal Law and 
Criminal Justice Books, November 2021, available at https://clcjbooks.rutgers.edu/books/the-eighth-
amendment-and-its-future-in-a-new-age-of-punishment/ 
 
"The Filibuster Really Isn't Much Help for Democracy," in The Wall Street Journal, February 9, 
2021, available at 
https://www.wsj.com/articles/the-filibuster-really-isnt-much-help-for-democracy-11612810741. 

"Can Trump Pardon Himself?", Beacon Broadside, January 14, 2021, available at 
https://www.beaconbroadside.com/broadside/2021/01/can-trump-pardon-himself.html 

 
Review of “Capital Defense: Inside the Lives of America’s Death Penalty Lawyers,” by Jon B. 
Gould and Maya Pagni Barak (NYU 2019), in Criminal Law and Criminal Justice Books, available 
at https://clcjbooks.rutgers.edu/books/capital-defense-inside-the-lives-of-americas-death-penalty- 
lawyers/ 

“The Myth that Scalia Matters,” Beacon Broadside, February 18, 2016, available at 

http://www.wsj.com/articles/the-filibuster-really-isnt-much-help-for-democracy-11612810741
http://www.beaconbroadside.com/broadside/2021/01/can-trump-pardon-himself.html
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http://www.beaconbroadside.com/broadside/2016/02/the-myth-that-scalia- 
matters.html#sthash.YNnyHSg4.uxfs&st_refDomain=t.co&st_refQuery=/fxltfSnzLA 

 
“The Beginning of the End of America’s Death Penalty Experiment,” Politico, 25 July 2014, 
available at http://www.politico.com/magazine/story/2014/07/the-beginning-of-the-end-of- 
americas-death-penalty-experiment-109394.html#.VT_dneGGO91 

 
“The Supreme Court’s Empty Defense of the Intellectually Disabled,” The New Republic, 27 May 
2014, available at http://www.newrepublic.com/article/117915/hall-v-flordia-supreme-courts- 
empty-defense-disabled 

 
“Why Texas is So Good at the Death Penalty, Politico, 15 May 2014, available at 
http://www.politico.com/magazine/story/2014/05/texas-death-penalty- 
106736.html#.VT_eNOGGO91 

 
“Death Penalty is the Wrong Punishment for James Holmes,” in The Daily Beast, 2 April 2013, 
available at http://www.thedailybeast.com/articles/2013/04/02/death-penalty-is-the-wrong- 
punishment-for-james-holmes.html 

 
“When the U.S. Kills an American Citizen,” in The New York Times, 11 March 2013, at A22. 

 
“Remove a Stain on the Supreme Court by Impeaching Justice Scalia,” in The Daily Beast, 14 
December 2012, available at http://www.thedailybeast.com/articles/2012/12/14/remove-a-stain- 
on-the-supreme-court-by-impeaching-justice-scalia.html 

 
“Death Penalty Survives in California” (addressing failure of Proposition 34), in The Daily Beast, 9 
November 2012, available at http://www.thedailybeast.com/articles/2012/11/09/death-penalty- 
survives-in-california-but-three-strikes-law-cut-back.html 

“Life Without Parole: A Different Death Penalty,” in The Nation, 16 October 2012, available at 
http://www.thenation.com/article/170852/life-without-parole-different-death-penalty 

 
“Vengeance Doesn’t Make Us Safer” (addressing sentence of Anders Breivik in Norway), in The 
Daily Beast, 27 August 2012, available at 
http://www.thedailybeast.com/articles/2012/08/27/norway-did-the-right-thing-by-giving-breivik-21- 
year-sentence.html 

 
“Who Cares What the Court Says?” (addressing execution of mentally retarded), in The Daily 
Beast, 14 August 2012, available at http://www.thedailybeast.com/articles/2012/08/14/supreme- 
court-outlawed-executing-mentally-retarded-but-texas-does-it-anyway.html 

 
“It’s Not About the Guns” (addressing shooting in Aurora, Colorado), in The Daily Beast, 24 July 
2012, available at http://www.thedailybeast.com/articles/2012/07/24/we-stop-the-next-aurora-not- 
with-gun-control-but-with-better-mental-health-treatment.html 

 
“Fixing the Supreme Court” (arguing for imposing limits on judicial review), in The Daily Beast, 8 

http://www.beaconbroadside.com/broadside/2016/02/the-myth-that-scalia-
http://www.politico.com/magazine/story/2014/07/the-beginning-of-the-end-of-
http://www.newrepublic.com/article/117915/hall-v-flordia-supreme-courts-
http://www.politico.com/magazine/story/2014/05/texas-death-penalty-
http://www.thedailybeast.com/articles/2013/04/02/death-penalty-is-the-wrong-
http://www.thedailybeast.com/articles/2012/12/14/remove-a-stain-
http://www.thedailybeast.com/articles/2012/11/09/death-penalty-
http://www.thenation.com/article/170852/life-without-parole-different-death-penalty
http://www.thedailybeast.com/articles/2012/08/27/norway-did-the-right-thing-by-giving-breivik-21-
http://www.thedailybeast.com/articles/2012/08/14/supreme-
http://www.thedailybeast.com/articles/2012/07/24/we-stop-the-next-aurora-not-
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July 2012, available at http://www.thedailybeast.com/articles/2012/07/08/after-health-care-ruling- 
time-to-reconsider-supreme-court-s-power.html 

 
“Court Misses Big Opportunity” (addressing juvenile LWOP), in The Daily Beast, 25 June 2012, 
available at http://www.thedailybeast.com/articles/2012/06/25/don-t-believe-the-hype-supreme- 
court-decision-on-juvenile-life-without-parole-is-weak.html 

 
“The 44% Supreme Court” (addressing Court’s approval rating), in The Daily Beast, 9 June 2012, 
available at http://www.thedailybeast.com/articles/2012/06/09/why-is-the-supreme-court-so- 
unpopular.html 

 
“Zimmerman Convicted? Not a Chance,” in The Daily Beast, 22 May 2012, available at 
http://www.thedailybeast.com/articles/2012/05/22/george-zimmerman-will-never-be-convicted-of- 
murdering-trayvon-martin.html 

 
“Life without Parole is a Terrible Idea,” in The Daily Beast, 27 April 2012, available at 
http://www.thedailybeast.com/articles/2012/04/27/life-without-parole-is-a-terrible-idea.html 

 
“North Carolina Ruling is a Step Toward Honesty About the Death Penalty’s Racism,” in The Daily 
Beast, 24 April 2012, available at http://www.thedailybeast.com/articles/2012/04/24/n-c-ruling-is- a- 
step-toward-honesty-about-death-penalty-s-racism.html. 

 
“George Zimmerman’s 2nd-Degree Murder Charge Fixes Nothing,” in The Daily Beast, 11 April 
2012, available at http://www.thedailybeast.com/articles/2012/04/11/george-zimmerman-s-2d- 
degree-murder-charge-fixes-nothing.html. 

“Connecticut Ends Death Penalty,” in The Daily Beast, 7 April 2012, available at 
http://www.thedailybeast.com/articles/2012/04/07/conn-ends-death-penalty-but-not-for-11-men-on- 
death-row.html. 

“Impeach the Supreme Court Justices if They Overturn Health-Care Law,” in The Daily Beast, 3 
April 2012, available at http://www.thedailybeast.com/articles/2012/04/03/impeach-the-supreme- 
court-justices-if-they-overturn-health-care-law.html. 

“Time to Abandon the Death Penalty?”, Neiman Foundation for Journalism at Harvard University, 
23 March 2012, available at 
http://www.niemanwatchdog.org/index.cfm?fuseaction=ask_this.view&askthisid=00559 

 
“In assassinating Anwar al-Awlaki, Obama left the Constitution behind,” in The Daily Beast 
(online), 16 March 2012, available at http://www.thedailybeast.com/articles/2012/03/13/in- 
assassinating-anwar-al-awlaki-obama-left-the-constitution-behind.html 

“Rick Perry’s Lethal Overconfidence,” in The Daily Beast (online), 9 September 2011, available 
at http://www.thedailybeast.com/articles/2011/09/09/rick-perry-and-the-death-penalty-executing- 
innocents.html 

 
“Death Penalty: Still Racist and Arbitrary,” in The New York Times, 9 July 2011, at A19. 

http://www.thedailybeast.com/articles/2012/07/08/after-health-care-ruling-
http://www.thedailybeast.com/articles/2012/06/25/don-t-believe-the-hype-supreme-
http://www.thedailybeast.com/articles/2012/06/09/why-is-the-supreme-court-so-
http://www.thedailybeast.com/articles/2012/05/22/george-zimmerman-will-never-be-convicted-of-
http://www.thedailybeast.com/articles/2012/04/27/life-without-parole-is-a-terrible-idea.html
http://www.thedailybeast.com/articles/2012/04/24/n-c-ruling-is-
http://www.thedailybeast.com/articles/2012/04/11/george-zimmerman-s-2d-
http://www.thedailybeast.com/articles/2012/04/07/conn-ends-death-penalty-but-not-for-11-men-on-
http://www.thedailybeast.com/articles/2012/04/03/impeach-the-supreme-
http://www.niemanwatchdog.org/index.cfm?fuseaction=ask_this.view&askthisid=00559
http://www.thedailybeast.com/articles/2012/03/13/in-
http://www.thedailybeast.com/articles/2011/09/09/rick-perry-and-the-death-penalty-executing-
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“[Justice] Stevens and the Death Penalty,” in The New York Times, 3 December 2010, at A24. 

“Last Night’s Gruesome Execution” (concerning Utah firing squad’s execution of Ronnie Garner), 
in The Daily Beast, June 18, 2010 (available at http://www.thedailybeast.com/blogs-and- 
stories/2010-06-18/ronnie-lee-gardner-execution-by-firing-squad-david-dow/). 

 
“The Rights of Terrorism Suspects,” in The New York Times, 18 May 2010, at A22. 

“Obama’s Invocation Choice,” in The New York Times, 19 December 2008, at A44. 

“The Last Lethal Injection,” in The Washington Post, 1 November 2007, at A21. 

“The Commutation My Client Did Not Receive from George W. Bush,” in The Houston Chronicle, 
8 July 2007, at E1. 

 
“Independence Day: The Drama of Bush and Libby,” in The New York Times, 4 July 2007, at A18. 

 
“Needle in a Haystack: Is Innocence the Best Argument for Ending the Death Penalty?”, dialogue 
with Alan Hirsch, in The Texas Observer, February 23, 2007, at 12. 

 
“Hanging Saddam Would be Our Low,” in The Houston Chronicle, 12 November 2006, at E1. 

“Death by Good Intentions,” in The Washington Post, 15 October 2006, at B07. 

“Will Murderers Kill Again?” (book review of Joan Cheever, Back from the Dead), in The Houston 
Chronicle, 6 August 2006, at Zest Magazine 14-16, available at 
http://www.chron.com/disp/story.mpl/life/books/reviews/4093082.html 
and in The San Antonio Express-News, 6 August 2006, at .  
 
“Sometimes Innocence is a Distraction,” in The Houston Chronicle, 25 June 2006, at E1. 

“The End of Innocence,” in The New York Times, 16 June 2006, at A27. 

“In this case, Congress is overwrought and wrong,” [regarding search of Rep. William Jefferson’s 
congressional office], in The Houston Chronicle, 5 June 2006, at B7. 

Book Review, Religion and the Death Penalty: A Call for Reckoning (Erik C. Owens, John D. 
Carlson and Eric P. Elshtain, eds. 2004), 21 J. Law & Relig. 213 (2005-06). 

 
“The Decisive Question: Is Alito a Prophet?”, in The Houston Chronicle, 8 January 2006, at E1. 

“Unjust Deportation,” in The New York Times, 12 December 2005, at A28. 

“Should Texas Ban Same-Sex Marriage?”, in The Houston Chronicle, 16 October 2005, at E1. 
http://www.chron.com/cs/CDA/ssistory.mpl/editorial/outlook/3398154. 
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Capital Trial Seminar, Texas Criminal Defense Lawyers Association, San Antonio, Texas, 8 
February 2008. 

 
“The Fatal Consequences of Being Incompletely Incompetent,” University of Texas School of Law, 
November 2-3, 2007. 
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“Is There Such a Thing as ‘Strict Construction,’ and if There is, What is It?”, American Constitution 
Society, Houston, Texas, 25 April 2007. 

 
“Three Definitions of ‘Innocence’ in Capital Litigation,” National Innocence Conference, Harvard 
University Law School, Cambridge, Massachusetts, 24 March 2007. 

 
“Judicial Activism on the Rehnquist Court: An Empirical Assessment,” Boyd School of Law, 
University of Nevada at Las Vegas, February 27, 2007. 

 
“Do We Still Have a Wall of Separation Between Church and State? Do We Really Need One?”, 
fourth lecture in a series sponsored by The Boniuk Center for the Study and Advancement of 
Religious Tolerance and Congregation Emanu El, Houston, Texas, 8 February 2007. 
http://webcast.rice.edu/index.php?action=details&event=899 

 
“Were the Prophets of the Hebrew Bible Judicial Activists?” University of Tulsa College of Law, 
Tulsa, Oklahoma, 15 November 2006. 
 
“Examining the Impact of AEDPA on Claims for Relief in Capital Cases in the Federal Courts of 
Appeals,” Capital Punishment Research Initiative, University of Albany, Albany, New York, 7 
October 2006. 

 
“Innocence and the Death Penalty,” National Innocence Conference, University of Washington 
School of Law, Seattle, Washington, 23 March 2006. 

 
“How Reactionary is the New Supreme Court?”, American Constitution Society, Houston, Texas, 
15 March 2006. 

 
“The Worst of the Worst, and Other Myths of Delusion,” University of Denver College of Law, 
March 2, 2006. 

“Is Mercy the Enemy of Justice?”, keynote speech, annual meeting, Texas Coalition to Abolish the 
Death Penalty, San Antonio, Texas, 28 January 2006. 

 
“The Role of Values in Social Justice,” Ethical Leadership and Justice Symposium, sponsored by 
Leadership Houston, class XXIV, Houston, Texas, 12 January 2006. 

 
“Bill Clinton, the Death Penalty, and the Assault on Habeas Corpus, Symposium: William Jefferson 
Clinton, The ‘New Democrat’ from Hope,” 11th Presidential Conference, Hofstra University, 
November 11-13, 2005. 

 
“Executed on a Technicality,” Jewish Book Fair, Houston, Texas, 9 November 2005. 

 
“Executed on a Technicality,” interview on PBS’s “Word on Words,” with John Siegenthaler, 
Nashville, Tennessee, 4 November 2005. 

 
“Post-Conviction Death Penalty Litigation,” Texas Association of Civil Trial and Appellate 

http://webcast.rice.edu/index.php?action=details&event=899
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Specialists (TACTAS), Houston, Texas, 2 November 2005. 
 

“Using DNA to Establish Innocence in Post-Conviction Death Penalty Litigation,” annual meeting, 
National Coalition to Abolish the Death Penalty, Austin, Texas, 28 October 2005. 

 
“Raising Actual Innocence in Federal and State Post-Conviction Proceedings,” University of Texas 
School of Law, 27 October 2005. 

 
“Current Issues in Death Penalty Litigation,” 27th annual conference, National Association of 
Women Judges, Houston, Texas, 20 October 2005. 

 
Moderator, “Considering Civil Rights in Times of Terror,” (debate between Professors Susan 
Estrich and John Yoo), 5th annual Andrews-Kurth Debate, University of Houston Law Center, 19 
October 2005. 

 
“Violent Hearts: The Divided Soul of America,” co-sponsored by the Honors College, University of 
Houston, and the Jung Center of Houston, 1 October 2005. 
 
“Executed on a Technicality,” General Assembly, Unitarian Universalist Association, Fort Worth, 
Texas, 25 June 2005. 

 
“Ethical Issues in Operating Innocence Projects,” State and Federal Appellate Conference, 
University of Texas School of Law, 2 June 2005. 

 
“How Should Journalists Cover the Courts and the Death Penalty?”, Law and the Courts seminar, 
Knight Center for Specialized Journalism, University of Maryland, 19 April 2005. 

 
“Is the Wall of Separation between Church and State Crumbling?”, American Jewish Committee, 
Houston, Texas, 11 April 2005. 

“Litigating Innocence Claims in Post-Conviction Proceedings,” District of Columbia School of 
Law, National Innocence Conference, 2 April 2005. 

 
“Developments in Death Penalty Law,” Texas Law Center, Austin, Texas, 4 February 2005. 

 
“Federal Habeas Corpus and Actions Under Section 1983,” University of Mississippi School of 
Law, Oxford, Mississippi, 28 September 2004 

 
“Post-Conviction Relief: The Last Chance for Justice,” National Center for Justice and the Rule of 
Law, Oxford, Mississippi, 28 September 2004. 

 
“Petitions for Writ of Certiorari,” Appellate Advocacy Training, Texas Criminal Defense Lawyers 
Association, Houston, Texas, 9 September 2004. 

 
“Federal Habeas Corpus Litigation,” National Association of Criminal Defense Lawyers, San 
Antonio, Texas, 27 July 2004. 



Dow c.v., page 25 
. 

 

 
“Investigating and Litigating Claims of Actual Innocence,” Southwest Regional Juvenile Defender 
Center’s Regional Summit, Houston, Texas, 21 May 2004. 

 
“Pursuing Claims of Actual Innocence in Collateral Litigation and Clemency Proceedings,” 
National Innocence Conference, Austin, Texas, 24 April 2004. 

 
“Investigative Strategies for Locating Evidence of Actual Innocence,” National Innocence 
Conference, Austin, Texas 24 April 2004. 

 
“Post-Conviction Death Penalty Litigation,” University of Mississippi College of Law, 16 April 
2004. 

 
“Is the Death Penalty Constitutional Yet Immoral?”, Leadership Houston, 8 April 2004. 

 
“Post-Conviction Challenges to Chemical Components in Lethal Injection,” Rice University, 1 
April 2004. 
 
“The Ten Most Important Words in the United States Constitution,” The Great Conversation, 
University of Houston Honors College, 31 March 2004. 

 
“The Death Penalty in Texas,” American Constitution Society, Houston, Texas, 12 February 2004. 

 
“Post-Conviction Use of DNA Testing,” Texas Criminal Defense Lawyers Association, Houston, 
Texas, 16 January 2004. 

 
“The Relevance of Innocence,” Texas Coalition to Abolish the Death Penalty Annual Meeting, 
Dallas, Texas, 10 January 2004. 

 
“Post-Conviction Use of DNA Testing,” Genetics and the Law seminar, University of Texas School 
of Law, 4 November 2003. 

 
“Litigating Atkins Claims in State and Federal Post-Conviction Proceedings,” Mississippi Judicial 
College, Jackson, Mississippi, 22 October 2003. 

 
“Due Process in Death Penalty Appeals: Is the System Broken?”, Texas State Bar Convention, 
section on Individual Rights, Houston, Texas, 13 June 2003. 

 
“Race, Sex, and Politics at the Supreme Court,” The Great Conversation, University of Houston 
Honors College, 2 April 2003. 

 
“The ABC’s of Running an Innocence Network,” 2d Annual Innocence Conference, New Orleans, 
29 March 2003. 

 
“Publication Rates in Death Penalty Cases in the State and Federal Appellate Courts,” University of 
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Texas Law School, 19 March 2003. 
 

“Machinery of Death,” Jewish Book Fair, Houston, Texas, 15 November 2002. 
 

“Civil Liberties in the Midst of the ‘War’ Against Terrorism,” Civil Rights Committee, Anti- 
Defamation League Annual Meeting, Houston, Texas, 11 October 2002. 

 
“Did September 11 Destroy the Rule of Law in America?”, The Great Conversation, University of 
Houston Honors College, 3 April 2002. 

 
“The Five Most Embarrassing Supreme Court Decisions of All Time,” The Great Conversation, 
University of Houston Honors College, 5 April 2001. 

 
“Texas Exceptionalism, American Exceptionalism: Exploring the Death Penalty Frontiers,” Capital 
Punishment Symposium Series, University of Texas School of Law, 10 November 2000 (with Hugo 
Adam Bedau, Judge Patrick Higginbotham, Carol Steiker, and Jordan Steiker). 

 
“The Death Penalty in Popular Films,” Joint annual meeting of the Popular Culture Association and 
American Culture Association, New Orleans, Louisiana, 22April 2000. 
“Should Innocence Be All that Matters? Images of the Death Penalty in Recent Film,” The Great 
Conversation, University of Houston Honors College, 6 April 2000. 

 
“The Relevance of Legal Scholarship” (commentary on keynote address of Judge Alex Kozinski), 
Fourth Annual Frankel Lecture, University of Houston Law Center, 27 January 2000. 

 
“Poisoning the Web: Internet Bigotry, Extremism, and Violence,” Texas 2000, Anti-Defamation 
League, 8 December 1999. 

 
“Talk on Trial: Can Oprah (or Anyone Else) Really Slander a Vegetable?,” The Great 
Conversation, University of Houston Honors College, 2 April 1998. 

Moderator, “The Swiss Banking Controversy: A Legal Response to A Moral Dilemma,” sponsored 
by the University of Houston Law Center and the Anti-Defamation League, 21 October 1997. 
Remarks reprinted in 18:2 Briefcase 12-13 (Winter 1997-98). 

 
“The People versus Larry Flynt,” The Great Conversation, University of Houston Honors College, 3 
April 1997. 

 
“Modern Jurisprudence and the Music of Hank Williams,” The Great Conversation, University of 
Houston Honors College, 10 April 1996. 

 
“Jewish Law and the Republican Contract with America,” American Association of Law Schools 
Annual Meeting, San Antonio, Texas, 3 January 1996. 

 
“Assisted Suicide in Jewish and American Law,” Beth Yeshurun Adult Learning College, 10 May 
1995; and Anti-Defamation League Young Leadership, 19 October 1995. 



Dow c.v., page 27 
. 

 

 
“The Cartoon Jurisprudence of Calvin & Hobbes,” The Great Conversation, University of Houston 
Honors College, 4 May 1995. 

 
“The Death of Fairness? Counsel Competence and Due Process in Death Penalty Cases,” American 
Bar Association Annual Meeting, New Orleans, La., 8 August 1994 (with Anthony Lewis, Ernie 
Preate, Stephen Bright, Michael Tigar). 

 
“Self-Incrimination in Jewish and American Law,” Beth Yeshurun Adult Learning College, 1 June 
1994. 

 
“Recent Developments in Death Penalty Law,” Rotary Club of Houston, 5 May 1994. 

 
“On Stephen Carter's The Culture of Disbelief,” The Great Conversation, University of Houston 
Honors College, 5 April 1994. 

 
“Is There a Jewish Philosophy -- or a Jewish Seat -- on the Supreme Court?,” Beth Yeshurun Adult 
Learning College, 16 June 1993. 
 
 “Recent Developments in the Law of Church - State Relations,” Southwest Region Board of 
Directors and Civil Rights Committee, Anti-Defamation League, 30 March 1992. 

 
Panelist, “Truth versus Deception: The Lessons of Nazi Propaganda for Contemporary Society,” 
Holocaust Education Center, Houston, Texas, 10 December 1991. 

 
“The Application of Judaic Jurisprudence to American Constitutional Theory,” Beth Israel Center 
for Jewish Enrichment, October 9, 16, 23, and 30, 1990. 

 
“The Use of Mordecai M. Kaplan's notion of sancta in American constitutional law,” Houston 
Reconstructionist Havurah, 1 April 1990. 

“The Power of the Judge to Thwart Majority Will: A Comparison of Judaic and American 
Jurisprudence,” Beth Yeshurun legal studies colloquium, 8 March 1990; and Rice University Judaic 
Studies Colloquium, 6 December 1990. 

 
“Burning Flags & Wasting Time: Why a Constitutional Amendment is Unwise,” Harris County 

Democratic Convention, 26 September 1989. 
 

Panelist, “Law and Literature” Conference, Aspen Institute for Humanistic Studies, Wye, Maryland, 
April 14-16, 1989. 

 
“Jews, the Constitution, and Robert Bork,” Congregation Brith Shalom, 25 September 1987. 

 
 

Professional Service: 
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University of Houston Law Center: 
 

Executive Committee, 1992-93, 1994-95, 1999-2000, 2001-02, 2010-11, 2011-12. 
Lateral Hiring Committee, 1998-99. 
Personnel Committee, 1989-90, 1990-91, 1995-96, 1996-97 (chair), 1997-98 (chair), 2000- 

01, 2001-02, 2002-03 (chair). 
Promotion and Tenure Committee, 1994-95, 1999-2000 (chair), 2010-11, 2011-12, 2017-18. 
Post-Tenure Review Committee, 2022-23 (chair), 2023-24 (chair). 
Dean Search Committee, 1993-94; 2001-02; 2007-08. 
Augmented Executive Committee, 1992-93. 
Coordinator of Young Scholar Lecture Series, 1992-93, committee member, 1993-94. 
Monday Speakers Program, 1992-93 (co-chair), 1995-96 (chair). 
Curriculum Committee, 1991-92 (chair), 1992-93 (chair), 2017-17 (chair), 2017-18 (chair), 
 2022-23 (chair), 2023-24 (co-chair). 
Self-Study Committee, 1991-92. 
Faculty Advisor, Houston Law Review, 1993-present. 
Faculty Advisor, Lex Judaica (Jewish Law Students' Association), 1993-present. 
Faculty Advisor, American Constitution Society (ACS), 2014-present. 
Faculty Advisor, Criminal Law Association, 2017 – present. 

 
University of Houston: 

Provost Search Committee (2003-04). 
Promotion and Tenure Committee, 1998-2002. 
Proposal Referee, Research Initiation Grant Program, 1993-2005. 

 
Other: 

 
Member, Governor’s Criminal Justice Advisory Council (appointed by Governor Perry) 
(2005-2011). 
State Bar of Texas, Committee of Legal Representation for Those on Death Row, 1989-92. 

 
Manuscript Referee (selected): 

 
University of California Press; Journal of Law & Religion; NYU Press, Praeger Press, 
Journal of Science & Law; St. Martin’s Press. 
Daniel Frank, ed., On Liberty (SUNY 1998);. 
Randy E. Barnett, Contract Law: Theory, Doctrine, and Practice (Little Brown & Co., 
1994). 

 
Outside Reviewer for Promotion and Tenure (selected): 

 
University of Baltimore School of Law ; University of Denver; UMKC Law School; Penn 
State University Medical School; University of Tulsa Law School; Vermont Law School. 

 
 

Selected Awards and Recognition: 
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Confessions of an Innocent Man (Dutton 2019): 

Named as one of the best books of 2019 by: 

The Wall Street Journal (article available at https://www.wsj.com/articles/the-best-mystery- 
books-of-2019-11576254164?mod=series_bestof2019books); 

 
Beth Golay and Marginalia (available at https://www.kmuw.org/post/marginalia-few-our- 
favorite-reads; 

 
Powell’s Books, Staff Picks (available at https://www.powells.com/staff-top-fives-2019; 

 
Long-listed for Crook’s Corner Book Prize (awarded for best debut novel set in the south), 
(announcement available at https://crookscornerbookprize.com/crooks-corner-book-prize- 
long-list-announced-2020/). 

 
Faculty Distinction Award, University of Houston Law Center Alumni Association, 2018. 

 
Ethel M. Baker Faculty Award for outstanding service, University of Houston Law Center, 2015. 

 
Things I’ve Learned from Dying (Twelve 2014): 

Named as one of NPR’s Best Books of the Year for 2014. 
 

Co-Recipient, Award for Exceptional Commitment to the Defense of Human Rights, presented by 
the Bar of Paris (France), 2 December 2011, Palais de Justice, Paris, France. (This award has been 
given annually since 1999; along with Rob Owen, this year’s co-recipient, I am the first American 
to receive this prize.) 

Finalist, Liberty Human Rights Arts Award, for Killing Time (UK title of The Autobiography of an 
Execution) (details available at http://www.liberty-human-rights.org.uk/about/human-rights- 
awards/index.php), London, England, 22 November 2011. 

 
Community Service Award, presented by Black Law Students Association (BLSA), University of 
Houston Law Center, 17 November 2011. 

 
Champion of Justice award, presented by Texas Coalition to Abolish the Death Penalty, 15 
September 2011. 

 
The Autobiography of an Execution (Twelve 2010): 

 
Finalist, National Book Critic Circles Award (in autobiography), March 10, 2011; 

Winner, Barnes and Noble Discovery Award for Non-fiction, March 2, 2011; 

Shortlist, CWA Dagger Award for Nonfiction. 

http://www.wsj.com/articles/the-best-mystery-
http://www.kmuw.org/post/marginalia-few-our-
http://www.powells.com/staff-top-fives-2019%3B
http://www.liberty-human-rights.org.uk/about/human-rights-


Dow c.v., page 30 
. 

 

Individual Rights and Responsibilities Section Award, State Bar of Texas, May 21, 2009. 
 

Clarence Darrow Award, presented by Harris County Democratic Lawyers Association, 30 August 
2007. 

 
Guest on PBS’s “Word on Words,” with John Sigenthaler, discussing Executed on a Technicality, 
Nashville, Tennessee, 4 November 2005. 

 
Member, American Law Institute, elected on 20 October 2005. 

 
Courage Award, presented by Texas Coalition to Abolish the Death Penalty (TCADP), Dallas 
Texas, January 10, 2004. 

 
Torch of Liberty Leadership Award, presented by Harris County Criminal Lawyers Association, 
2002. 

 
Outstanding Service Award, presented by University of Houston Law Center’s Equal Justice 
Initiative, 2002. 

 
Selected as Juried Poet, Houston Poetry Fest, fall 2000. 

 
Faculty Commencement Speaker, 12 May 1996. Remarks reprinted in 17:1 Briefcase 8-9 (summer 
1996). 
Student Bar Association Outstanding Professor of the Year, 1994-95. 

Executive Committee, Yale Law School Graduates for Clinton/Gore, 1992. 

Houston Law Review Alumni Association's Professional WritingAward, 1992. 

Adjunct Professor, Rice University ("Law and Literature"), 1987-88. 

Instructor, Beth Yeshurun Hillel High School ("Jewish Texts"), 1987-88. 

Instructor, Beth Yeshurun Adult Education ("Shabbat Seder"), 1986-87. 

Instructor, Beth Israel Center for Jewish Enrichment ("Jewish Philosophy" and "Talmudic 
Jurisprudence"), 1988, 1990. 

 
Advisory Board, Southwest Region Anti-Defamation League, 1991 - 1996. 

Board of Directors, Southwest Region Anti-Defamation League, 1989 - 1991. 

Co-chairman, Israel Singles Mission, Summer 1989. 

Board of Directors, Houston Hillel Foundation, 1987 - 1989, 1992 - present. 
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Co-chairman, Education Committee, Young Professionals Division, American Jewish Federation, 
1987 - 1988. 

 
Co-chairman, International Human Rights Day, 1988. 

 
Board of Trustees and Legal Advocacy Director, Houston Action for Soviet Jewry, 1987 - 1989. 

 
Member, Community Relations Council of the American Jewish Federation, 1987 - 1990, 1995 - 
present. 

 
Member, Soviet Jewry Committee, American Jewish Federation, 1986 - 1989. 

Member, Public Relations Committee, Houston Metropolitan Ministries, 1987 - 1988. 
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