
MICHAEL C. FRIESS 
mcfriess@central.uh.edu    //    713-743-3032 

 
PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE 
 
Associate Director, Blakely Advocacy Institute             2026 – Present 
University of Houston Law Center, Houston, Texas 
Associate Director for the Advocacy Institute at one of the premier law schools in Texas and the 
United States.  Assists the Executive Director in recruiting, training, and managing a large community 
of adjunct professors.  Develops curriculum and manages delivery of experiential learning to a large 
student body.  Manages, supports, supervises, and resources three world-class competition teams, and 
hosts two national championship-level advocacy competitions.  Instructs law students as an adjunct 
professor in Appellate Advocacy and Trial Advocacy.   
 
Trial Judge, U.S. Army Trial Judiciary                          2023 – 2026 
Joint Base San Antonio, Texas 
Duties equivalent to a U.S. Federal District Court Judge.  Presided over trials, ensuring they were 
conducted fairly, efficiently, and in accordance with the law.  Managed docket, issued pretrial 
warrants, and resolved pretrial issues through motions practice.  Presided over trials and guilty pleas, 
instructed jurors, made rulings, and determined sentence.  Provided advocacy training for counsel. 
 
Chief, U.S. Army Defense Appellate Division                               2020 – 2023 
Fort Belvoir, Virginia 
Senior appellate defense counsel for the Army.  Led, supervised, and managed 26 appellate defense 
attorneys and four paralegals representing clients before the Army Court of Criminal Appeals, the 
Court of Appeals for the Armed Forces, and the United States Supreme Court.  Directed, prepared, and 
reviewed countless appellate oral arguments and briefs involving highly complex legal issues. 
 
Staff Judge Advocate, 8th Theater Sustainment Command                             2018 – 2020 
Fort Shafter, Hawaii 
Primary legal advisor (General Counsel) to a 2-star Commander (Major General) responsible for 
providing logistics for the Pacific region.  Provided legal support in administrative law, criminal law, 
national security law, international law, defense support to civil authorities, and ethics.  Supervised, 
trained, and mentored over 50 attorneys and paralegals.   
 
Regional Defense Counsel, Pacific Rim Region                              2016 – 2018 
Yongsan Garrison, Seoul, South Korea 
Lead defense counsel (Chief Public Defender) for the Army’s Pacific Region, responsible for the 
provision of defense services throughout Korea and Japan.  Supervised, coached, and mentored 14 
defense counsel and eight paralegals, who provided individual defense representation to soldiers 
accused of misconduct.  Despite a high volume of cases, especially focusing on allegations of sexual 
assault, our team only lost one contested trial in two years. 
 
Chief, International Law and Operations, U.S. Army Europe                             2014 – 2016 
Wiesbaden, Germany 
Responsible for international and operational law support to the Commander of all Army forces in 
Europe.  Supervised, trained, and led fifteen subordinate attorneys and staff.  Supported the planning 
and execution of the U.S. military response to Russia’s annexation of Crimea in 2014.  Worked 
closely with attorneys from NATO, other allies and partners, and the U.S. Department of State. 
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Professor, Command and General Staff College                                                      2013 – 2014 
Fort Leavenworth, Kansas 
Professor of legal instruction at the Command and General Staff College, with a student body of over 
3,000 senior officers annually.  Lesson author, curriculum developer, and elective coordinator for all 
legal instruction.  Legal advisor and ethics counselor to the Dean, staff, and faculty. 
 
Brigade Judge Advocate, 4th Brigade Combat Team                              2009 – 2012 
Fort Hood, Texas and Mosul, Iraq 
Primary legal advisor (General Counsel) to the Commander and staff of an Army Brigade with over 
4,000 soldiers, including a one-year deployment to Iraq.  Advised on military justice, operational law, 
international law, administrative law, fiscal law, and matters of Army or federal policy.  Supervised, 
trained, and mentored two attorneys and nine paralegal soldiers.    
 
Branch Chief, Government Appellate Division                              2007 – 2008 
Arlington, Virginia 
Trained, supervised, and mentored government appellate attorneys and paralegals who prepared briefs 
and presented oral argument on behalf of the United States. 
 
Government Appellate Attorney, Government Appellate Division                            2004 – 2007 
Arlington, Virginia 
Represented the United States in criminal appeals.  Filed over 130 substantive briefs and argued 
seventeen cases, winning thirteen.  Recognized as the best appellate counsel in an office of seventeen. 
 
Defense Counsel (Public Defender), Pacific Rim Region                 2003 – 2004 
Camp Henry, Daegu, South Korea 
Represented clients charged with criminal offenses at eighteen Army courts-martial.  Recognized as 
the best litigator in the region of ten attorneys. 
 
Trial Counsel (Prosecutor), 1st Cavalry Division                  2002 – 2003 
Fort Hood, Texas 
Responsible for investigation, trial, and post-trial processing involving offenses such as murder, rape, 
sexual assault, larceny, aggravated assault, and drug distribution.  Disposed of 31 cases in 14 months, 
including a contested premeditated murder trial resulting in a conviction and a life sentence.   
 
Legal Assistance Attorney, 1st Cavalry Division     2001 – 2002 
Fort Hood, Texas 
Provided legal assistance to soldiers and family members for a community of over 39,000.  Advised 
on issues including divorce, adoption, name change, landlord/tenant, consumer affairs, income tax, 
and estate planning.   
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EDUCATION 
 
U.S. Army Command and General Staff College, Dean’s List, Fort Leavenworth, Kansas (2013) 
 
Master of Laws (LL.M.) in Military Law, Dean’s List, The Judge Advocate General’s Legal Center  
 and School, Charlottesville, Virginia (2009) 
 
Juris Doctor, Dean’s List, University of Connecticut School of Law, Hartford, Connecticut (2000) 
 
Bachelor of Arts in History, cum laude, Distinguished Military Graduate, Providence College,  
 Providence, Rhode Island (1997) 
 
 
BAR AND COURT ADMISSIONS 

State of Connecticut 
 
United States Supreme Court 
 
United States Court of Appeals for the Armed Forces 
 
United States Army Court of Criminal Appeals 
 
 
SECURITY CLEARANCE 

Top Secret with Secret, Compartmentalized Information (TS-SCI)  


