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Forms of Relief (Distinguishing between Asylum, Withholding, CAT & 
other relief (1 hr CLE)
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LUCAS AISENBERG
Lucas is a Clinical Supervising 
Attorney in the Immigration 
Clinic at the University of 
Houston Law Center. He 
received a B.A. in Political 

Science at the University of Houston and a 
J.D. from St. Thomas University School of Law 
in Miami Gardens, Florida.

In his current position in the Immigration 
Clinic, Professor Aisenberg supervises law 
students on pro bono asylum cases and 
provides direct representation to adult 
immigrants and unaccompanied minors 
seeking asylum in the United States.

Prior to joining the Immigration Clinic, 
Professor Aisenberg was a sta� attorney at 
Catholic Charities Community Services 
Unaccompanied Minors Program in New York 
City. At Catholic Charities, he provided direct 
representation to unaccompanied minors 
detained in O�ce of Refugee Resettlement 
shelters, as well as non-detained clients in 
Immigration Court and before the New York 
and New Jersey Asylum O�ces.

JODI BERNSTEIN
Jodi Bernstein is the Vice 
President of Interfaith 
Relations and Community 
Partnerships at Interfaith 
Ministries, which unites 

people of diverse faith traditions together for 
dialogue, collaboration, and service, as a 
demonstration of our shared beliefs.  She has 
held this position since August 2017.  Prior to 
joining Interfaith Ministries, Jodi was the 
Senior Associate Regional Director for the 
Southwest Region of the Anti-Defamation 
League, a civil rights and human relations 
organization dedicated to stopping the 
defamation of the Jewish people and securing 
justice and fair treatment for all.  For the past 
35 years, Jodi has worked with people of 

di�erent faiths and backgrounds to promote 
dialogue and action to make our community 
welcoming and inclusive for all people in 
which to live, work, play and pray.  She is the 
recipient of the ADL’s Milton Senn Award for 
Professional Excellence, the Hans Mayer 
Jewish Communal Professional Award, and 
the National Diversity Council’s Jana Wilson 
Award sponsored by Capgemini NA.  Prior to 
joining ADL, Jodi worked for Covenant House, 
a shelter for teen runaways. She is a graduate 
of the University of Texas at Austin with a 
degree in Journalism and Public Relations. 
jbernstein@imgh.org

MAGALI SUÁREZ CANDLER, 
ESQ.
Magali Suárez Candler is the 
founder of Suárez Candler 
Law, PLLC. She is Board 
Certi�ed in Immigration and 

Nationality Law by the Texas Board of Legal 
Specialization and in her 31st year of legal 
practice.  
 
She began her career at Catholic Charities’ 
immigration program in Houston, where she 
was sta� then supervising attorney for over 
10 years. She was then head of litigation and 
partner at Tindall & Foster (then FosterQuan, 
now known as Foster, LLP), before opening 
her own �rm in 2014.  She is a member of the 
American Immigration Lawyers Association 
(AILA), served on the TSC and EOIR national 
liaison committees, and is currently Chair of 
the Lawyer Well-Being Committee. A former 
Chair of the Texas Chapter of AILA, she held 
other o�ces and was liaison for the Asylum 
O�ce and the Houston EOIR.  She is a 
member of the State Bar of Texas (SBOT), 
served on their Committee for Laws Relating 
to Immigration and Nationality and was V.P. 
for Asylum and Refugee Issues and later V.P. 
for Deportation and Removal for their 
Immigration Law Section. She currently serves 
on the SBOT Commission for Lawyer 

Discipline.  In 1999 the SBOT awarded her the 
J. Chrys Dougherty Legal Services Award for 
outstanding contributions guaranteeing 
indigents access to the legal system. She 
served on the Houston Bar Association (HBA) 
Gender Fairness Committee, was on the 
Advisory Board of the Tahirih Justice Center in 
Houston, Texas from its inception through 
2018, and is currently on the Advisory Board 
of the UH Law Center’s Immigration Law 
Clinic. 
 
Ms. Candler specializes in removal and 
worksite enforcement, advises corporate 
clients and individuals, criminal defense 
counsel and individuals on the immigration 
consequences of crimes, and often serves as 
an expert.  She is a frequent presenter, most 
recently for the University of Texas (UT) 2020 
Immigration Law Conference, on 
Family-Based and Removal updates.  Her 
articles include: “Worksite Enforcement in the 
ICE Age” (2007) for the UT; “Are We Safer Yet? 
The E�ects of Recent Immigration 
Legislation,” (2005) for the Hispanic National 
Bar Association; “One-Step Marriage Based 
Cases” (2013, 2014, 2015, 2016, 2017, 2018, 
2019, 2020), “Desperately Seeking to Keep My 
Family” (2015), “False Claims to Citizenship 
and Voting” (2015), “Ethical Considerations in 
Dealing with Di�cult Judges” (2016), 
“Attracting the Best Employees” (2017), 
“Issues in False Claims to Citizenship” (2018), 
and “What Every Practitioner Should Know 
about Inadmissibility and Deportability” 
(2018, 2019, 2020) for AILA National; “VAWA, 
the ‘Best Revenge’ for the Immigrant Victim 
of Domestic Violence” and “Tra�cking Victims 
Protection Act, the ‘T’ Visa,” (various 
updates), as well as an Ethics presentation 
(2006), Mock Removal Hearing with Analysis 
(2004, 2010, 2011), and presentations on the 
Immigration Consequences of Crimes (2011), 
Unlawful Presence (2012), Immigration 
Consequences of Crimes (2014), 
Humanitarian Relief (2015), and 

Developments in Removal Defense (2019) for 
the SBOT.  She mentors immigration 
attorneys, including pro bono attorneys and is 
admitted to practice in Texas, at the U.S. 
District Court, Southern District of Texas, the 
U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals (Fifth and 
Eleventh Circuits) and the Supreme Court of 
the United States, where she was co-counsel 
on a winning case in 2012 (Umer v. Holder).  
Ms. Candler received her J.D. from the 
University of Houston Law Center in 1989 and 
was licensed in 1989.

JUDGE JEFFREY S. CHASE
Judge Chase is an immigration 
lawyer in New York City.  A 
former Immigration Judge and 
Senior Legal Advisor at the 
Board of Immigration Appeals, 

he is the founder of the Round Table of 
Former Immigration Judges, which was 
awarded AILA’s 2019 Advocacy Award.  He is 
also a past recipient of AILA’s Pro Bono Award 
and sits on the Board of Directors of the 
Association of Deportation Defense Attorneys 
and Central American Legal Assistance 
(CALA).  Je� has also been involved with 
immigration law-related theater and video 
projects.  His blog on immigration law can be 
found at Je�reyschase.com.

MARTIN B. COMINSKY 
Martin B. Cominsky has been 
the President and CEO of 
Interfaith Ministries for 
Greater Houston, a United 
Way agency, since 2015.  IM 

collaborates with Houston’s faith community 
to feed and care for 4,400 homebound 
seniors through its Meals on Wheels for 
Greater Houston program; resettles hundreds 
of refugees from war-torn countries; and 
fosters youth and community dialogue 
between and among religions. IM also 
operates Volunteer Houston, a Points of Light 
a�liate, which matches people with their 

passions at area non-pro�t organizations with 
a registry of over 100,000 volunteers. He 
leads a $17 million nonpro�t agency with 172 
employees.

Previously, Martin served as the Director of 
the Southwest Region of the Anti-Defamation 
League, which is headquartered in Houston.  
Martin was responsible for directing the 
League’s e�orts to combat prejudice, hate 
and anti-Semitism in this dynamic region.  At 
ADL, Martin developed the school-focused No 
Place for Hate® program, which now engages 
and recognizes more than 300 schools in the 
region in the e�ort to create K-12 campuses 
that emphasize respect for diversity and 
inclusion.  

Prior to joining the ADL in 1999, Martin 
founded the SERVE HOUSTON YOUTH CORPS, 
which was an AmeriCorps program that 
recruited high school graduates to serve as 
tutors and mentors to students in 
under-resourced schools.  Serve Houston 
received Daily Points of Light Award #1112 for 
its creative national service work.

In the past, Martin served as the National 
Director of the Business Volunteers for the 
Arts program, headquartered in New York 
City, bringing together the expertise of 
corporate executives with nonpro�t arts 
organizations.  Martin also served as the 
Assistant to the President of the University of 
Houston.

Martin has a B.A. from the University of 
Houston in Journalism, graduating with 
membership in the UH Honors College, and 
earned his M.B.A. from Southern Methodist 
University.  He participated in Class XXV of 
the American Leadership Forum. He is Past 
Chair of the University of Houston Honors 
College Advisory Board and is Vice Chair at 
the Meals on Wheels Association of Texas. 
Martin was also named as a Most Admired 

CEO in 2018 by the Houston Business Journal. 

Martin graduated in 1976 as a Pasadena High 
School Eagle.  He had many happy times 
serving as Junior and Senior Class President 
and was named Mr. Pasadena High School. He 
received the Pasadena Independent School 
District Distinguished Alumnus Award of the 
Year in 2003 and the Pasadena High School 
Hall of Fame award in 2015.
 
He is married to Terry and is the proud father 
of twins.

GEOFFREY A. HOFFMAN
Professor Ho�man specializes 
in immigration-related federal 
court litigation, deportation 
defense, asylum cases, and 
appeals before the Board of 

Immigration Appeals. He has represented 
numerous immigrants in a variety of settings 
including before the Executive O�ce for 
Immigration Review, Department of 
Homeland Security, and in the federal courts. 
Professor Ho�man served as co-counsel 
before the Supreme Court of the United 
States in the precedent-setting immigration 
case, Carachuri-Rosendov.Holder.

Professor Ho�man is a frequent commentator 
on immigration law and policy. He has been 
quoted in the New York Times, Wall Street 
Journal, Time, Mother Jones, Reuters, 
Bloomberg News, Houston Chronicle, among 
other outlets. He has published articles in the 
following representative law reviews, 
Maryland Journal of International Law, Journal 
of Gender, Race, and Justice at the University 
of Iowa, Houston J. of Int’l Law-Sidebar, 
Houston Law Review-Online, Nova Law 
Review, Loyola L.A. Int’l and Comparative L.J. 
He also has published pieces in Salon.com, 
Jurist, Immigration Professor’s Blog, Lexis 
Nexis Immigration Legal News, Notice and 
Comment, a blog from the Yale Journal on 

Regulation, among other venues.

Prior to joining the Clinic, he practiced 
immigration law at Kurzban Kurzban Weinger 
& Tetzeli, P.A. in Miami, Florida. Previously, he 
taught at the University of Illinois, Tulane Law 
School and the University of Miami. In 
addition to his practice and teaching 
experience, Professor Ho�man served as a 
judicial law clerk for the Honorable Paul V. 
Gadola, U.S. District Court for the Eastern 
District of Michigan for a two-year term.

In 2016, Professor Ho�man received the Ethel 
M. Baker Faculty Award for community 
service. In 2015, Professor Ho�man received 
the University of Houston Teaching Excellence 
Award, for clinical faculty, a University-wide 
award established by the UH Provost. In 2015, 
he was awarded the Certi�cate of Excellence 
for service to the Law Center and University. 
In 2014, Professor Ho�man received the 
American Immigration Lawyers Association 
(AILA) Elmer Fried Excellence in Teaching 
Award.

The UHLC immigration clinic under Professor 
Ho�man’s leadership was awarded the Pro 
Bono Hero Award for the Central Region by 
AILA for 2015.

CHLOE KRANE
Chloe Krane is Interfaith 
Ministries Women’s 
Empowerment Liaison 
(Refugee Services). Before 
coming to the United States, 

refugees have often experienced traumatic, 
life-threatening events. War, violence, or 
signi�cant persecution has caused them to 
leave everything they know and love. For 
women, the adjustment to a new country can 
be especially di�cult. Chloe Krane started the 
Women’s Empowerment Group Program in 
2016 in response to this with Interfaith 
Ministries of Greater Houston. The program's 

designed to prevent isolation, build 
community, and equip refugee women with 
the information or skills they need to thrive in 
their new life. Women from Syria, Iraq and 
Afghanistan are served by the program.

Prior to her current role, Krane was a TV 
producer for 10 years working for Associated 
Press (AP), Al Jazeera and BBC among others. 
Based mainly in the Middle East, she worked 
on hard news, documentaries and 
investigative programs, witnessing �rsthand 
the plight that creates refugees. She has a 
degree in Arabic Studies and moved to 
Houston eight years ago from Cambridge, 
England with her husband and two children. 

Ckrane@imgh.org

ELIZABETH M. MENDOZA
Elizabeth is a sole practitioner 
licensed by the state of Texas 
since May 1993 who practices 
exclusively immigration law. 

She is a graduate of Rice University and the 
University of Houston Law Center.

Ms. Mendoza has provided pro bono 
representation to immigrant clients of 
Catholic Charities, the YMCA International 
Services, and various local battered women's 
shelters throughout her career. She is a 
frequent speaker at immigration attorney 
training workshops, community forums 
regarding know your rights presentations, 
and, local media has interviewed Ms. 
Mendoza and her clients throughout the years 
on various immigration related topics. Ms. 
Mendoza provided pro bono assistance at 
Bush Airport in Houston, Texas after the travel 
ban was temporarily stayed to ensure 
Customs and Border Protection honored the 
stay.

Ms. Mendoza is a member of the American 
Immigration Lawyers Association AILA and 
served as co-captain of the AILA Houston 

advocacy committee and is currently AILA 
Houston EOIR liaison.  She also serves as a 
board member for the advocacy/outreach 
group Fort Bend For All. Ms. Mendoza has 
lobbied state and federal legislators in 
opposition to SB4 and in support of DACA and 
comprehensive immigration reform.  Ms. 
Mendoza is married and the mother of two 
stepsons and two daughters. Ms. Mendoza 
enjoys spending time with her family, 
cooking, traveling, gardening, playing 
badminton, and talking politics and world 
a�airs with open minded people.

SUSHAM M. MODI
Susham M. Modi received a 
B.A., magna cum laude, from 
the University of Texas at 
Arlington and a J.D. from Penn 
State Law School. He is a 

former Adjunct Professor of Law and Clinical 
Supervising Attorney at the University of 
Houston Law Center. He is the Principle 
Attorney and Partner of his �rm, The Modi 
Law Firm, PLLC. The Modi Law Firm, PLLC 
focuses exclusively on all types of 
immigration law cases. 

Prior to moving to Houston over 8 years ago, 
he taught as an Attorney Advocate at Harvard 
Law School’s Immigration and Refugee 
Clinical Program.

Professor Modi is a frequent speaker about 
immigration matters and has been a guest 
lecturer at various events, including at Rice 
University Graduate Programs' Immigration 
Law & Policy Course, Catholic Charities, Harris 
County Criminal District Court Judges, ProBar, 
Neighborhood Centers, American 
Immigration Lawyers Association (AILA) as 
well as the U.S. Citizenship and Immigration 
Services.   

Ruby L. Powers
Ruby L. Powers is founder of 
Powers Law Group, P.C., a 
Houston-based, full-service 
immigration law �rm and is 
Board Certi�ed in Immigration 

and Nationality Law.
 
She is a frequent national and international 
speaker, author, and media resource on the 
topics of immigration law and policy and law 
practice management. Her expertise and 
advocacy e�orts have been featured in the 
Washington Post, CNN, NPR, the New York 
Times, BBC World News, and beyond. She is a 
child of an immigrant and married to an 
immigrant and has lived in six countries. She 
has represented individuals from more than 
25 countries for asylum in the United States, 
a�rmatively and defensively.

In 2019, AILA published her book “Build and 
Manage Your Successful Law Practice 
(Without Losing Your Mind) and in 2020, 
Powers began providing law practice 
management consulting services with Powers 
Strategy Group, LLC. 
 
She has served as AILA’s Law Practice 
Management Committee Chair, Vice Chair for 
the Media Advocacy Committee, TX, NM, OK 
Chapter Advocacy (Co-) Liaison and various 
conference committees. She is a member of 
Rotary and serves on various boards including 
the Police O�cers' Civil Service Commission 
and the Harris County Commissioner Precinct 
2, Immigration Advisory Committee. She 
previously served on the State Bar of Texas 
Law Practice Management Committee and as 
the Houston Bar Association Law Practice 
Management Section Chair. She is a graduate 
of the University of North Carolina School of 
Law, Goldman Sachs 10,000 Small Businesses,  
Leadership Houston, and American 
Leadership Forum.  She is a former candidate 
for public o�ce and advocate for her 

immigrants and her community at large. For 
more: www.RubyPowersLaw.com and 
www.RubyPowers.com. Connect at Linkedin: 
RubyPowers.

PAUL WICKHAM SCHMIDT
Judge Schmidt was appointed 
as an Immigration Judge at 
the U.S. Immigration Court in 
Arlington, Virginia, in May 
2003 and retired from the 

bench on June 30, 2016. Prior to his 
appointment as an Immigration Judge, he 
served as a Board Member for the Board of 
Immigration Appeals, Executive O�ce for 
Immigration Review, in Falls Church, VA, since 
February 12, 1995. Judge Schmidt served as 
Board Chairman from February 12, 1995, until 
April 9, 2001, when he chose to step down as 
Chairman to adjudicate cases full-time. He 
authored the landmark decision Matter of 
Kasinga, 21 I&N Dec. 357 (BIA 1996), 
extending asylum protection to victims of 
female genital mutilation.  He received a 
Bachelor of Arts degree from Lawrence 
University in 1970 (cum laude), and a Juris 
Doctorate from the University of Wisconsin 
School of Law in 1973 (cum laude; Order of 
the Coif). While at the University of 
Wisconsin, he served as an editor of the 
Wisconsin Law Review. Judge Schmidt served 
as acting General Counsel of the former 
Immigration and Naturalization Service (INS) 
(1986-1987; 1979-1981), where he was 
instrumental in developing the rules and 
procedures to implement the Immigration 
Reform and Control Act of 1986. He also 
served as the Deputy General Counsel of INS 
for 10 years (1978-1987). He was the 
managing partner of the Washington, DC, 
o�ce of Fragomen, Del Rey & Bernsen 
(1993-95), and also practiced business 
immigration law with the Washington, DC, 
o�ce of Jones, Day, Reavis and Pogue from 
1987-92 (partner, 1990-92). Judge Schmidt 
also served as an adjunct professor of law at 

George Mason University School of Law in 
1989 and at Georgetown University Law 
Center (2012-14; 2017--). He has authored 
numerous articles on immigration law, and 
has written extensively for the American 
Immigration Lawyers Association. Judge 
Schmidt is a member of the American Bar 
Association, the Federal Bar Association, and 
the Wisconsin and District of Columbia Bars. 
Judge Schmidt was one of the founding 
members of the International Association of 
Refugee Law Judges (“IARLJ”).  

In June 2010, Judge Schmidt received the 
Lucia R. Briggs Distinguished Achievement 
Award from the Lawrence University Alumni 
Association in recognition of his notable 
career achievements in the �eld of 
immigration law. Since retiring, in addition to 
resuming his Adjunct Professor position at 
Georgetown Law, Judge Schmidt has 
established the blog 
immigrationcourtside.com, is an Americas 
Vice President of the IARLJ, serves on the 
Advisory Board of AYUDA, and assists the 
National Immigrant Justice Center/Heartland 
Alliance on various projects, as well as 
speaking, lecturing, and writing in forums 
throughout the country on contemporary 
immigration issues, due process, and U.S. 
Immigration Court reform.

ALI AL SUDANI
Ali Al Sudani was born and 
raised in Missan, Iraq and was 
resettled in Houston, TX as a 
refugee by Interfaith 
Ministries for Greater Houston 

in April 2009. He holds a Bachelor Degree in 
Mechanical Engineering from Basrah 
University, Iraq. In 2003 he started working 
with the British and coalition forces as Chief 
Translator in his home city. During this time, 
the Iraqi militia and nationalist groups began 
persecuting middle-class individuals who 

were helping coalition forces and Ali had to 
leave Iraq to Jordan.

Ali joined IM as a Reception and Placement 
Case Worker in June 2009 and in May 2010 he 
was promoted to the Director of Refugee 
Services were he served for seven years. 
Currently, Ali serves as the Chief Programs 
O�cer of Interfaith Ministries. He oversees All 
of IM’s programs including Refugee Services, 
Meals on Wheels, Interfaith Relations and 
Community Partnerships and Volunteer 
Houston. 

Prior to joining IM, he was Senior Program 
Coordinator with “People In Need”, a Czech 
based non-governmental organization. He 
became a Certi�ed Trainer in Capacity 
Building with the Czech Fundraising Center 
and administered several medical and 
Capacity Building funded projects in Iraq for 
the International Organization for Migration 
(IOM), Czech Ministry of Foreign A�airs, 
National Endowment for Democracy (NED) 
and United Nations Democracy Funds 
(UNDEF).

ROSEMARY VEGA
Rosemary Vega is a Clinical 
Lecturer with the UHLC 
Immigration Clinic.  She was 
licensed in November of 
2000.  She received her law 

degree from St. Mary’s University School of 
Law in May of 2000. She received her B.A. in 
Political Science and minor in Spanish from 
Austin College in Sherman, Texas in 1997.
Prior to being a law professor, she had her 
own law practice, and before that she was a 
partner at Tausk & Vega, where she also 
practiced Immigration law.  In 2003-2005, She 
was also the sole sta� attorney at YMCA 
International Services in Houston.  In 2000, 
Ms. Vega was the Judicial Law Clerk for seven 
(7) Immigration Judges at the Houston 
Immigration Court through the Department of 

Justice Honors Program from 2000-2001.  Her 
interest in Immigration law began in the 
International Human Rights Clinic at St. 
Mary’s Law school and has been advocating 
for immigrants since that time.  She has 
presented at many conferences for the State 
Bar of Texas and Texas AILA chapter and other 
immigration organizations.

AMANDA WATERHOUSE
Ms. Waterhouse is an 
experienced immigration 
attorney with over 13 years of 
practice in the �eld of 
immigration law. She is a 

Senior Immigration Attorney with Gonzalez 
Olivieri, LLC and supervisor of the �rm’s 
associate attorneys. She received her Juris 
Doctor from the University of Houston Law 
Center in 2006 and began practicing 
immigration law in February of 2007. Ms. 
Waterhouse is a member of the State Bar of 
Texas and has been admitted to the US 
Supreme Court, the Fifth Circuit Court of 
Appeals, and the US District of Court for the 
Southern District of Texas. She is also a 
member of the College of the State Bar of 
Texas and a frequent speaker at conferences 
for the State Bar of Texas and the American 
Immigration Lawyer’s Association. She has 
successfully represented thousands of clients 
in cases before the US Department of 
Homeland Security, the US Department of 
State, and US Citizenship & Immigration 
Services over the course of her career.

DR. ANN E. WEBB
Ann E. Webb is an attorney, a 
licensed clinical social worker, 
and a 2019 Ph.D. graduate of 
the University of Houston 
Graduate College of Social 

Work.  Dr. Webb’s research focuses on the 
intersection of social work and the law, with a 
particular interest in interdisciplinary practice 
involving social workers and lawyers, and 

immigration issues a�ecting children and 
families.  She has served as faculty on 
collaborative projects involving social work 
and law students assisting detained families 
seeking asylum and has developed a unique 
experiential learning program to engage 
social work students in practice arenas 
involving law and social work. Her scholarly 
agenda is informed by her experience as a 
lawyer and social work clinician, and by her 
role as an advocate for underserved 
populations.  As adjunct faculty at the 
University of Houston, Dr. Webb teaches 
assessment and advanced social policy, and 
has provided guest lectures to both social 
work and law students on topics relating to 
social work and the law, social work with 
immigrants and refugees, and trauma and 
secondary trauma as it impacts immigration 
law and practitioners.

SUCRE ELIZABETH 
WOODLEY
Sucre Elizabeth Woodley is a 
master level marketing, 
communications, media and 
public relations leader with 

more than 20 years of industry experience. 
Her multi-faceted professional experience 
includes a 10-year career as a marketing and 
business development leader at Henry Ford 
Health System in Detroit, Michigan and more 
than six years in a marketing and 
communications leadership role at Houston 
Methodist in Houston, Texas. Currently, Sucre 
is the director of marketing and 
communications for Interfaith Ministries for 
Greater Houston. She is laser focused on 
positioning Interfaith Ministries’ body of work 
to drive brand recognition, growth, consumer 
preference and media engagement. Sucre has 
a win-win communication style; while 
achieving optimal results, she stays focused 
on bottom line objectives. Her extensive 
professional career in non-pro�t marketing 
and communications, business development 

and health care administration is backed by 
impressive credentials. In 1994, she graduated 
from Howard University in Washington, D.C. 
with a Bachelor’s Degree in Business 
Administration. After that, she earned a 
Master’s Degree in Health Services 
Administration from The University of 
Michigan in Ann Arbor, Michigan. Sucre 
believes in giving generously of her time and 
resources to charitable and civic causes. She 
served on the Houston Northwest Chamber of 
Commerce Board from 2013 - 2019. She has 
supported myriad local fundraising and 
charitable initiatives for the American Heart 
Association, YMCA of Greater Houston and 
Houston area chambers and independent 
school districts. Sucre is a published co-author 
of IT WORKS!!! Achieving Real Estate 
Prosperity in a Troubled Economy. She has 
three sons and resides in the Houston area.
 She enjoys spending time with family and 
friends, appreciating the arts, traveling, 
reading and watching sporting events. 
swoodley@imgh.org

SPEAKERS
Listed in Alphabetical Order



LUCAS AISENBERG
Lucas is a Clinical Supervising 
Attorney in the Immigration 
Clinic at the University of 
Houston Law Center. He 
received a B.A. in Political 

Science at the University of Houston and a 
J.D. from St. Thomas University School of Law 
in Miami Gardens, Florida.

In his current position in the Immigration 
Clinic, Professor Aisenberg supervises law 
students on pro bono asylum cases and 
provides direct representation to adult 
immigrants and unaccompanied minors 
seeking asylum in the United States.

Prior to joining the Immigration Clinic, 
Professor Aisenberg was a sta� attorney at 
Catholic Charities Community Services 
Unaccompanied Minors Program in New York 
City. At Catholic Charities, he provided direct 
representation to unaccompanied minors 
detained in O�ce of Refugee Resettlement 
shelters, as well as non-detained clients in 
Immigration Court and before the New York 
and New Jersey Asylum O�ces.

JODI BERNSTEIN
Jodi Bernstein is the Vice 
President of Interfaith 
Relations and Community 
Partnerships at Interfaith 
Ministries, which unites 

people of diverse faith traditions together for 
dialogue, collaboration, and service, as a 
demonstration of our shared beliefs.  She has 
held this position since August 2017.  Prior to 
joining Interfaith Ministries, Jodi was the 
Senior Associate Regional Director for the 
Southwest Region of the Anti-Defamation 
League, a civil rights and human relations 
organization dedicated to stopping the 
defamation of the Jewish people and securing 
justice and fair treatment for all.  For the past 
35 years, Jodi has worked with people of 

di�erent faiths and backgrounds to promote 
dialogue and action to make our community 
welcoming and inclusive for all people in 
which to live, work, play and pray.  She is the 
recipient of the ADL’s Milton Senn Award for 
Professional Excellence, the Hans Mayer 
Jewish Communal Professional Award, and 
the National Diversity Council’s Jana Wilson 
Award sponsored by Capgemini NA.  Prior to 
joining ADL, Jodi worked for Covenant House, 
a shelter for teen runaways. She is a graduate 
of the University of Texas at Austin with a 
degree in Journalism and Public Relations. 
jbernstein@imgh.org

MAGALI SUÁREZ CANDLER, 
ESQ.
Magali Suárez Candler is the 
founder of Suárez Candler 
Law, PLLC. She is Board 
Certi�ed in Immigration and 

Nationality Law by the Texas Board of Legal 
Specialization and in her 31st year of legal 
practice.  
 
She began her career at Catholic Charities’ 
immigration program in Houston, where she 
was sta� then supervising attorney for over 
10 years. She was then head of litigation and 
partner at Tindall & Foster (then FosterQuan, 
now known as Foster, LLP), before opening 
her own �rm in 2014.  She is a member of the 
American Immigration Lawyers Association 
(AILA), served on the TSC and EOIR national 
liaison committees, and is currently Chair of 
the Lawyer Well-Being Committee. A former 
Chair of the Texas Chapter of AILA, she held 
other o�ces and was liaison for the Asylum 
O�ce and the Houston EOIR.  She is a 
member of the State Bar of Texas (SBOT), 
served on their Committee for Laws Relating 
to Immigration and Nationality and was V.P. 
for Asylum and Refugee Issues and later V.P. 
for Deportation and Removal for their 
Immigration Law Section. She currently serves 
on the SBOT Commission for Lawyer 

Discipline.  In 1999 the SBOT awarded her the 
J. Chrys Dougherty Legal Services Award for 
outstanding contributions guaranteeing 
indigents access to the legal system. She 
served on the Houston Bar Association (HBA) 
Gender Fairness Committee, was on the 
Advisory Board of the Tahirih Justice Center in 
Houston, Texas from its inception through 
2018, and is currently on the Advisory Board 
of the UH Law Center’s Immigration Law 
Clinic. 
 
Ms. Candler specializes in removal and 
worksite enforcement, advises corporate 
clients and individuals, criminal defense 
counsel and individuals on the immigration 
consequences of crimes, and often serves as 
an expert.  She is a frequent presenter, most 
recently for the University of Texas (UT) 2020 
Immigration Law Conference, on 
Family-Based and Removal updates.  Her 
articles include: “Worksite Enforcement in the 
ICE Age” (2007) for the UT; “Are We Safer Yet? 
The E�ects of Recent Immigration 
Legislation,” (2005) for the Hispanic National 
Bar Association; “One-Step Marriage Based 
Cases” (2013, 2014, 2015, 2016, 2017, 2018, 
2019, 2020), “Desperately Seeking to Keep My 
Family” (2015), “False Claims to Citizenship 
and Voting” (2015), “Ethical Considerations in 
Dealing with Di�cult Judges” (2016), 
“Attracting the Best Employees” (2017), 
“Issues in False Claims to Citizenship” (2018), 
and “What Every Practitioner Should Know 
about Inadmissibility and Deportability” 
(2018, 2019, 2020) for AILA National; “VAWA, 
the ‘Best Revenge’ for the Immigrant Victim 
of Domestic Violence” and “Tra�cking Victims 
Protection Act, the ‘T’ Visa,” (various 
updates), as well as an Ethics presentation 
(2006), Mock Removal Hearing with Analysis 
(2004, 2010, 2011), and presentations on the 
Immigration Consequences of Crimes (2011), 
Unlawful Presence (2012), Immigration 
Consequences of Crimes (2014), 
Humanitarian Relief (2015), and 

Developments in Removal Defense (2019) for 
the SBOT.  She mentors immigration 
attorneys, including pro bono attorneys and is 
admitted to practice in Texas, at the U.S. 
District Court, Southern District of Texas, the 
U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals (Fifth and 
Eleventh Circuits) and the Supreme Court of 
the United States, where she was co-counsel 
on a winning case in 2012 (Umer v. Holder).  
Ms. Candler received her J.D. from the 
University of Houston Law Center in 1989 and 
was licensed in 1989.

JUDGE JEFFREY S. CHASE
Judge Chase is an immigration 
lawyer in New York City.  A 
former Immigration Judge and 
Senior Legal Advisor at the 
Board of Immigration Appeals, 

he is the founder of the Round Table of 
Former Immigration Judges, which was 
awarded AILA’s 2019 Advocacy Award.  He is 
also a past recipient of AILA’s Pro Bono Award 
and sits on the Board of Directors of the 
Association of Deportation Defense Attorneys 
and Central American Legal Assistance 
(CALA).  Je� has also been involved with 
immigration law-related theater and video 
projects.  His blog on immigration law can be 
found at Je�reyschase.com.

MARTIN B. COMINSKY 
Martin B. Cominsky has been 
the President and CEO of 
Interfaith Ministries for 
Greater Houston, a United 
Way agency, since 2015.  IM 

collaborates with Houston’s faith community 
to feed and care for 4,400 homebound 
seniors through its Meals on Wheels for 
Greater Houston program; resettles hundreds 
of refugees from war-torn countries; and 
fosters youth and community dialogue 
between and among religions. IM also 
operates Volunteer Houston, a Points of Light 
a�liate, which matches people with their 

passions at area non-pro�t organizations with 
a registry of over 100,000 volunteers. He 
leads a $17 million nonpro�t agency with 172 
employees.

Previously, Martin served as the Director of 
the Southwest Region of the Anti-Defamation 
League, which is headquartered in Houston.  
Martin was responsible for directing the 
League’s e�orts to combat prejudice, hate 
and anti-Semitism in this dynamic region.  At 
ADL, Martin developed the school-focused No 
Place for Hate® program, which now engages 
and recognizes more than 300 schools in the 
region in the e�ort to create K-12 campuses 
that emphasize respect for diversity and 
inclusion.  

Prior to joining the ADL in 1999, Martin 
founded the SERVE HOUSTON YOUTH CORPS, 
which was an AmeriCorps program that 
recruited high school graduates to serve as 
tutors and mentors to students in 
under-resourced schools.  Serve Houston 
received Daily Points of Light Award #1112 for 
its creative national service work.

In the past, Martin served as the National 
Director of the Business Volunteers for the 
Arts program, headquartered in New York 
City, bringing together the expertise of 
corporate executives with nonpro�t arts 
organizations.  Martin also served as the 
Assistant to the President of the University of 
Houston.

Martin has a B.A. from the University of 
Houston in Journalism, graduating with 
membership in the UH Honors College, and 
earned his M.B.A. from Southern Methodist 
University.  He participated in Class XXV of 
the American Leadership Forum. He is Past 
Chair of the University of Houston Honors 
College Advisory Board and is Vice Chair at 
the Meals on Wheels Association of Texas. 
Martin was also named as a Most Admired 

CEO in 2018 by the Houston Business Journal. 

Martin graduated in 1976 as a Pasadena High 
School Eagle.  He had many happy times 
serving as Junior and Senior Class President 
and was named Mr. Pasadena High School. He 
received the Pasadena Independent School 
District Distinguished Alumnus Award of the 
Year in 2003 and the Pasadena High School 
Hall of Fame award in 2015.
 
He is married to Terry and is the proud father 
of twins.

GEOFFREY A. HOFFMAN
Professor Ho�man specializes 
in immigration-related federal 
court litigation, deportation 
defense, asylum cases, and 
appeals before the Board of 

Immigration Appeals. He has represented 
numerous immigrants in a variety of settings 
including before the Executive O�ce for 
Immigration Review, Department of 
Homeland Security, and in the federal courts. 
Professor Ho�man served as co-counsel 
before the Supreme Court of the United 
States in the precedent-setting immigration 
case, Carachuri-Rosendov.Holder.

Professor Ho�man is a frequent commentator 
on immigration law and policy. He has been 
quoted in the New York Times, Wall Street 
Journal, Time, Mother Jones, Reuters, 
Bloomberg News, Houston Chronicle, among 
other outlets. He has published articles in the 
following representative law reviews, 
Maryland Journal of International Law, Journal 
of Gender, Race, and Justice at the University 
of Iowa, Houston J. of Int’l Law-Sidebar, 
Houston Law Review-Online, Nova Law 
Review, Loyola L.A. Int’l and Comparative L.J. 
He also has published pieces in Salon.com, 
Jurist, Immigration Professor’s Blog, Lexis 
Nexis Immigration Legal News, Notice and 
Comment, a blog from the Yale Journal on 

Regulation, among other venues.

Prior to joining the Clinic, he practiced 
immigration law at Kurzban Kurzban Weinger 
& Tetzeli, P.A. in Miami, Florida. Previously, he 
taught at the University of Illinois, Tulane Law 
School and the University of Miami. In 
addition to his practice and teaching 
experience, Professor Ho�man served as a 
judicial law clerk for the Honorable Paul V. 
Gadola, U.S. District Court for the Eastern 
District of Michigan for a two-year term.

In 2016, Professor Ho�man received the Ethel 
M. Baker Faculty Award for community 
service. In 2015, Professor Ho�man received 
the University of Houston Teaching Excellence 
Award, for clinical faculty, a University-wide 
award established by the UH Provost. In 2015, 
he was awarded the Certi�cate of Excellence 
for service to the Law Center and University. 
In 2014, Professor Ho�man received the 
American Immigration Lawyers Association 
(AILA) Elmer Fried Excellence in Teaching 
Award.

The UHLC immigration clinic under Professor 
Ho�man’s leadership was awarded the Pro 
Bono Hero Award for the Central Region by 
AILA for 2015.

CHLOE KRANE
Chloe Krane is Interfaith 
Ministries Women’s 
Empowerment Liaison 
(Refugee Services). Before 
coming to the United States, 

refugees have often experienced traumatic, 
life-threatening events. War, violence, or 
signi�cant persecution has caused them to 
leave everything they know and love. For 
women, the adjustment to a new country can 
be especially di�cult. Chloe Krane started the 
Women’s Empowerment Group Program in 
2016 in response to this with Interfaith 
Ministries of Greater Houston. The program's 

designed to prevent isolation, build 
community, and equip refugee women with 
the information or skills they need to thrive in 
their new life. Women from Syria, Iraq and 
Afghanistan are served by the program.

Prior to her current role, Krane was a TV 
producer for 10 years working for Associated 
Press (AP), Al Jazeera and BBC among others. 
Based mainly in the Middle East, she worked 
on hard news, documentaries and 
investigative programs, witnessing �rsthand 
the plight that creates refugees. She has a 
degree in Arabic Studies and moved to 
Houston eight years ago from Cambridge, 
England with her husband and two children. 

Ckrane@imgh.org

ELIZABETH M. MENDOZA
Elizabeth is a sole practitioner 
licensed by the state of Texas 
since May 1993 who practices 
exclusively immigration law. 

She is a graduate of Rice University and the 
University of Houston Law Center.

Ms. Mendoza has provided pro bono 
representation to immigrant clients of 
Catholic Charities, the YMCA International 
Services, and various local battered women's 
shelters throughout her career. She is a 
frequent speaker at immigration attorney 
training workshops, community forums 
regarding know your rights presentations, 
and, local media has interviewed Ms. 
Mendoza and her clients throughout the years 
on various immigration related topics. Ms. 
Mendoza provided pro bono assistance at 
Bush Airport in Houston, Texas after the travel 
ban was temporarily stayed to ensure 
Customs and Border Protection honored the 
stay.

Ms. Mendoza is a member of the American 
Immigration Lawyers Association AILA and 
served as co-captain of the AILA Houston 

advocacy committee and is currently AILA 
Houston EOIR liaison.  She also serves as a 
board member for the advocacy/outreach 
group Fort Bend For All. Ms. Mendoza has 
lobbied state and federal legislators in 
opposition to SB4 and in support of DACA and 
comprehensive immigration reform.  Ms. 
Mendoza is married and the mother of two 
stepsons and two daughters. Ms. Mendoza 
enjoys spending time with her family, 
cooking, traveling, gardening, playing 
badminton, and talking politics and world 
a�airs with open minded people.

SUSHAM M. MODI
Susham M. Modi received a 
B.A., magna cum laude, from 
the University of Texas at 
Arlington and a J.D. from Penn 
State Law School. He is a 

former Adjunct Professor of Law and Clinical 
Supervising Attorney at the University of 
Houston Law Center. He is the Principle 
Attorney and Partner of his �rm, The Modi 
Law Firm, PLLC. The Modi Law Firm, PLLC 
focuses exclusively on all types of 
immigration law cases. 

Prior to moving to Houston over 8 years ago, 
he taught as an Attorney Advocate at Harvard 
Law School’s Immigration and Refugee 
Clinical Program.

Professor Modi is a frequent speaker about 
immigration matters and has been a guest 
lecturer at various events, including at Rice 
University Graduate Programs' Immigration 
Law & Policy Course, Catholic Charities, Harris 
County Criminal District Court Judges, ProBar, 
Neighborhood Centers, American 
Immigration Lawyers Association (AILA) as 
well as the U.S. Citizenship and Immigration 
Services.   

Ruby L. Powers
Ruby L. Powers is founder of 
Powers Law Group, P.C., a 
Houston-based, full-service 
immigration law �rm and is 
Board Certi�ed in Immigration 

and Nationality Law.
 
She is a frequent national and international 
speaker, author, and media resource on the 
topics of immigration law and policy and law 
practice management. Her expertise and 
advocacy e�orts have been featured in the 
Washington Post, CNN, NPR, the New York 
Times, BBC World News, and beyond. She is a 
child of an immigrant and married to an 
immigrant and has lived in six countries. She 
has represented individuals from more than 
25 countries for asylum in the United States, 
a�rmatively and defensively.

In 2019, AILA published her book “Build and 
Manage Your Successful Law Practice 
(Without Losing Your Mind) and in 2020, 
Powers began providing law practice 
management consulting services with Powers 
Strategy Group, LLC. 
 
She has served as AILA’s Law Practice 
Management Committee Chair, Vice Chair for 
the Media Advocacy Committee, TX, NM, OK 
Chapter Advocacy (Co-) Liaison and various 
conference committees. She is a member of 
Rotary and serves on various boards including 
the Police O�cers' Civil Service Commission 
and the Harris County Commissioner Precinct 
2, Immigration Advisory Committee. She 
previously served on the State Bar of Texas 
Law Practice Management Committee and as 
the Houston Bar Association Law Practice 
Management Section Chair. She is a graduate 
of the University of North Carolina School of 
Law, Goldman Sachs 10,000 Small Businesses,  
Leadership Houston, and American 
Leadership Forum.  She is a former candidate 
for public o�ce and advocate for her 

immigrants and her community at large. For 
more: www.RubyPowersLaw.com and 
www.RubyPowers.com. Connect at Linkedin: 
RubyPowers.

PAUL WICKHAM SCHMIDT
Judge Schmidt was appointed 
as an Immigration Judge at 
the U.S. Immigration Court in 
Arlington, Virginia, in May 
2003 and retired from the 

bench on June 30, 2016. Prior to his 
appointment as an Immigration Judge, he 
served as a Board Member for the Board of 
Immigration Appeals, Executive O�ce for 
Immigration Review, in Falls Church, VA, since 
February 12, 1995. Judge Schmidt served as 
Board Chairman from February 12, 1995, until 
April 9, 2001, when he chose to step down as 
Chairman to adjudicate cases full-time. He 
authored the landmark decision Matter of 
Kasinga, 21 I&N Dec. 357 (BIA 1996), 
extending asylum protection to victims of 
female genital mutilation.  He received a 
Bachelor of Arts degree from Lawrence 
University in 1970 (cum laude), and a Juris 
Doctorate from the University of Wisconsin 
School of Law in 1973 (cum laude; Order of 
the Coif). While at the University of 
Wisconsin, he served as an editor of the 
Wisconsin Law Review. Judge Schmidt served 
as acting General Counsel of the former 
Immigration and Naturalization Service (INS) 
(1986-1987; 1979-1981), where he was 
instrumental in developing the rules and 
procedures to implement the Immigration 
Reform and Control Act of 1986. He also 
served as the Deputy General Counsel of INS 
for 10 years (1978-1987). He was the 
managing partner of the Washington, DC, 
o�ce of Fragomen, Del Rey & Bernsen 
(1993-95), and also practiced business 
immigration law with the Washington, DC, 
o�ce of Jones, Day, Reavis and Pogue from 
1987-92 (partner, 1990-92). Judge Schmidt 
also served as an adjunct professor of law at 

George Mason University School of Law in 
1989 and at Georgetown University Law 
Center (2012-14; 2017--). He has authored 
numerous articles on immigration law, and 
has written extensively for the American 
Immigration Lawyers Association. Judge 
Schmidt is a member of the American Bar 
Association, the Federal Bar Association, and 
the Wisconsin and District of Columbia Bars. 
Judge Schmidt was one of the founding 
members of the International Association of 
Refugee Law Judges (“IARLJ”).  

In June 2010, Judge Schmidt received the 
Lucia R. Briggs Distinguished Achievement 
Award from the Lawrence University Alumni 
Association in recognition of his notable 
career achievements in the �eld of 
immigration law. Since retiring, in addition to 
resuming his Adjunct Professor position at 
Georgetown Law, Judge Schmidt has 
established the blog 
immigrationcourtside.com, is an Americas 
Vice President of the IARLJ, serves on the 
Advisory Board of AYUDA, and assists the 
National Immigrant Justice Center/Heartland 
Alliance on various projects, as well as 
speaking, lecturing, and writing in forums 
throughout the country on contemporary 
immigration issues, due process, and U.S. 
Immigration Court reform.

ALI AL SUDANI
Ali Al Sudani was born and 
raised in Missan, Iraq and was 
resettled in Houston, TX as a 
refugee by Interfaith 
Ministries for Greater Houston 

in April 2009. He holds a Bachelor Degree in 
Mechanical Engineering from Basrah 
University, Iraq. In 2003 he started working 
with the British and coalition forces as Chief 
Translator in his home city. During this time, 
the Iraqi militia and nationalist groups began 
persecuting middle-class individuals who 

were helping coalition forces and Ali had to 
leave Iraq to Jordan.

Ali joined IM as a Reception and Placement 
Case Worker in June 2009 and in May 2010 he 
was promoted to the Director of Refugee 
Services were he served for seven years. 
Currently, Ali serves as the Chief Programs 
O�cer of Interfaith Ministries. He oversees All 
of IM’s programs including Refugee Services, 
Meals on Wheels, Interfaith Relations and 
Community Partnerships and Volunteer 
Houston. 

Prior to joining IM, he was Senior Program 
Coordinator with “People In Need”, a Czech 
based non-governmental organization. He 
became a Certi�ed Trainer in Capacity 
Building with the Czech Fundraising Center 
and administered several medical and 
Capacity Building funded projects in Iraq for 
the International Organization for Migration 
(IOM), Czech Ministry of Foreign A�airs, 
National Endowment for Democracy (NED) 
and United Nations Democracy Funds 
(UNDEF).

ROSEMARY VEGA
Rosemary Vega is a Clinical 
Lecturer with the UHLC 
Immigration Clinic.  She was 
licensed in November of 
2000.  She received her law 

degree from St. Mary’s University School of 
Law in May of 2000. She received her B.A. in 
Political Science and minor in Spanish from 
Austin College in Sherman, Texas in 1997.
Prior to being a law professor, she had her 
own law practice, and before that she was a 
partner at Tausk & Vega, where she also 
practiced Immigration law.  In 2003-2005, She 
was also the sole sta� attorney at YMCA 
International Services in Houston.  In 2000, 
Ms. Vega was the Judicial Law Clerk for seven 
(7) Immigration Judges at the Houston 
Immigration Court through the Department of 

Justice Honors Program from 2000-2001.  Her 
interest in Immigration law began in the 
International Human Rights Clinic at St. 
Mary’s Law school and has been advocating 
for immigrants since that time.  She has 
presented at many conferences for the State 
Bar of Texas and Texas AILA chapter and other 
immigration organizations.

AMANDA WATERHOUSE
Ms. Waterhouse is an 
experienced immigration 
attorney with over 13 years of 
practice in the �eld of 
immigration law. She is a 

Senior Immigration Attorney with Gonzalez 
Olivieri, LLC and supervisor of the �rm’s 
associate attorneys. She received her Juris 
Doctor from the University of Houston Law 
Center in 2006 and began practicing 
immigration law in February of 2007. Ms. 
Waterhouse is a member of the State Bar of 
Texas and has been admitted to the US 
Supreme Court, the Fifth Circuit Court of 
Appeals, and the US District of Court for the 
Southern District of Texas. She is also a 
member of the College of the State Bar of 
Texas and a frequent speaker at conferences 
for the State Bar of Texas and the American 
Immigration Lawyer’s Association. She has 
successfully represented thousands of clients 
in cases before the US Department of 
Homeland Security, the US Department of 
State, and US Citizenship & Immigration 
Services over the course of her career.

DR. ANN E. WEBB
Ann E. Webb is an attorney, a 
licensed clinical social worker, 
and a 2019 Ph.D. graduate of 
the University of Houston 
Graduate College of Social 

Work.  Dr. Webb’s research focuses on the 
intersection of social work and the law, with a 
particular interest in interdisciplinary practice 
involving social workers and lawyers, and 

immigration issues a�ecting children and 
families.  She has served as faculty on 
collaborative projects involving social work 
and law students assisting detained families 
seeking asylum and has developed a unique 
experiential learning program to engage 
social work students in practice arenas 
involving law and social work. Her scholarly 
agenda is informed by her experience as a 
lawyer and social work clinician, and by her 
role as an advocate for underserved 
populations.  As adjunct faculty at the 
University of Houston, Dr. Webb teaches 
assessment and advanced social policy, and 
has provided guest lectures to both social 
work and law students on topics relating to 
social work and the law, social work with 
immigrants and refugees, and trauma and 
secondary trauma as it impacts immigration 
law and practitioners.

SUCRE ELIZABETH 
WOODLEY
Sucre Elizabeth Woodley is a 
master level marketing, 
communications, media and 
public relations leader with 

more than 20 years of industry experience. 
Her multi-faceted professional experience 
includes a 10-year career as a marketing and 
business development leader at Henry Ford 
Health System in Detroit, Michigan and more 
than six years in a marketing and 
communications leadership role at Houston 
Methodist in Houston, Texas. Currently, Sucre 
is the director of marketing and 
communications for Interfaith Ministries for 
Greater Houston. She is laser focused on 
positioning Interfaith Ministries’ body of work 
to drive brand recognition, growth, consumer 
preference and media engagement. Sucre has 
a win-win communication style; while 
achieving optimal results, she stays focused 
on bottom line objectives. Her extensive 
professional career in non-pro�t marketing 
and communications, business development 

and health care administration is backed by 
impressive credentials. In 1994, she graduated 
from Howard University in Washington, D.C. 
with a Bachelor’s Degree in Business 
Administration. After that, she earned a 
Master’s Degree in Health Services 
Administration from The University of 
Michigan in Ann Arbor, Michigan. Sucre 
believes in giving generously of her time and 
resources to charitable and civic causes. She 
served on the Houston Northwest Chamber of 
Commerce Board from 2013 - 2019. She has 
supported myriad local fundraising and 
charitable initiatives for the American Heart 
Association, YMCA of Greater Houston and 
Houston area chambers and independent 
school districts. Sucre is a published co-author 
of IT WORKS!!! Achieving Real Estate 
Prosperity in a Troubled Economy. She has 
three sons and resides in the Houston area.
 She enjoys spending time with family and 
friends, appreciating the arts, traveling, 
reading and watching sporting events. 
swoodley@imgh.org
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LUCAS AISENBERG
Lucas is a Clinical Supervising 
Attorney in the Immigration 
Clinic at the University of 
Houston Law Center. He 
received a B.A. in Political 

Science at the University of Houston and a 
J.D. from St. Thomas University School of Law 
in Miami Gardens, Florida.

In his current position in the Immigration 
Clinic, Professor Aisenberg supervises law 
students on pro bono asylum cases and 
provides direct representation to adult 
immigrants and unaccompanied minors 
seeking asylum in the United States.

Prior to joining the Immigration Clinic, 
Professor Aisenberg was a sta� attorney at 
Catholic Charities Community Services 
Unaccompanied Minors Program in New York 
City. At Catholic Charities, he provided direct 
representation to unaccompanied minors 
detained in O�ce of Refugee Resettlement 
shelters, as well as non-detained clients in 
Immigration Court and before the New York 
and New Jersey Asylum O�ces.

JODI BERNSTEIN
Jodi Bernstein is the Vice 
President of Interfaith 
Relations and Community 
Partnerships at Interfaith 
Ministries, which unites 

people of diverse faith traditions together for 
dialogue, collaboration, and service, as a 
demonstration of our shared beliefs.  She has 
held this position since August 2017.  Prior to 
joining Interfaith Ministries, Jodi was the 
Senior Associate Regional Director for the 
Southwest Region of the Anti-Defamation 
League, a civil rights and human relations 
organization dedicated to stopping the 
defamation of the Jewish people and securing 
justice and fair treatment for all.  For the past 
35 years, Jodi has worked with people of 

di�erent faiths and backgrounds to promote 
dialogue and action to make our community 
welcoming and inclusive for all people in 
which to live, work, play and pray.  She is the 
recipient of the ADL’s Milton Senn Award for 
Professional Excellence, the Hans Mayer 
Jewish Communal Professional Award, and 
the National Diversity Council’s Jana Wilson 
Award sponsored by Capgemini NA.  Prior to 
joining ADL, Jodi worked for Covenant House, 
a shelter for teen runaways. She is a graduate 
of the University of Texas at Austin with a 
degree in Journalism and Public Relations. 
jbernstein@imgh.org

MAGALI SUÁREZ CANDLER, 
ESQ.
Magali Suárez Candler is the 
founder of Suárez Candler 
Law, PLLC. She is Board 
Certi�ed in Immigration and 

Nationality Law by the Texas Board of Legal 
Specialization and in her 31st year of legal 
practice.  
 
She began her career at Catholic Charities’ 
immigration program in Houston, where she 
was sta� then supervising attorney for over 
10 years. She was then head of litigation and 
partner at Tindall & Foster (then FosterQuan, 
now known as Foster, LLP), before opening 
her own �rm in 2014.  She is a member of the 
American Immigration Lawyers Association 
(AILA), served on the TSC and EOIR national 
liaison committees, and is currently Chair of 
the Lawyer Well-Being Committee. A former 
Chair of the Texas Chapter of AILA, she held 
other o�ces and was liaison for the Asylum 
O�ce and the Houston EOIR.  She is a 
member of the State Bar of Texas (SBOT), 
served on their Committee for Laws Relating 
to Immigration and Nationality and was V.P. 
for Asylum and Refugee Issues and later V.P. 
for Deportation and Removal for their 
Immigration Law Section. She currently serves 
on the SBOT Commission for Lawyer 

Discipline.  In 1999 the SBOT awarded her the 
J. Chrys Dougherty Legal Services Award for 
outstanding contributions guaranteeing 
indigents access to the legal system. She 
served on the Houston Bar Association (HBA) 
Gender Fairness Committee, was on the 
Advisory Board of the Tahirih Justice Center in 
Houston, Texas from its inception through 
2018, and is currently on the Advisory Board 
of the UH Law Center’s Immigration Law 
Clinic. 
 
Ms. Candler specializes in removal and 
worksite enforcement, advises corporate 
clients and individuals, criminal defense 
counsel and individuals on the immigration 
consequences of crimes, and often serves as 
an expert.  She is a frequent presenter, most 
recently for the University of Texas (UT) 2020 
Immigration Law Conference, on 
Family-Based and Removal updates.  Her 
articles include: “Worksite Enforcement in the 
ICE Age” (2007) for the UT; “Are We Safer Yet? 
The E�ects of Recent Immigration 
Legislation,” (2005) for the Hispanic National 
Bar Association; “One-Step Marriage Based 
Cases” (2013, 2014, 2015, 2016, 2017, 2018, 
2019, 2020), “Desperately Seeking to Keep My 
Family” (2015), “False Claims to Citizenship 
and Voting” (2015), “Ethical Considerations in 
Dealing with Di�cult Judges” (2016), 
“Attracting the Best Employees” (2017), 
“Issues in False Claims to Citizenship” (2018), 
and “What Every Practitioner Should Know 
about Inadmissibility and Deportability” 
(2018, 2019, 2020) for AILA National; “VAWA, 
the ‘Best Revenge’ for the Immigrant Victim 
of Domestic Violence” and “Tra�cking Victims 
Protection Act, the ‘T’ Visa,” (various 
updates), as well as an Ethics presentation 
(2006), Mock Removal Hearing with Analysis 
(2004, 2010, 2011), and presentations on the 
Immigration Consequences of Crimes (2011), 
Unlawful Presence (2012), Immigration 
Consequences of Crimes (2014), 
Humanitarian Relief (2015), and 

Developments in Removal Defense (2019) for 
the SBOT.  She mentors immigration 
attorneys, including pro bono attorneys and is 
admitted to practice in Texas, at the U.S. 
District Court, Southern District of Texas, the 
U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals (Fifth and 
Eleventh Circuits) and the Supreme Court of 
the United States, where she was co-counsel 
on a winning case in 2012 (Umer v. Holder).  
Ms. Candler received her J.D. from the 
University of Houston Law Center in 1989 and 
was licensed in 1989.

JUDGE JEFFREY S. CHASE
Judge Chase is an immigration 
lawyer in New York City.  A 
former Immigration Judge and 
Senior Legal Advisor at the 
Board of Immigration Appeals, 

he is the founder of the Round Table of 
Former Immigration Judges, which was 
awarded AILA’s 2019 Advocacy Award.  He is 
also a past recipient of AILA’s Pro Bono Award 
and sits on the Board of Directors of the 
Association of Deportation Defense Attorneys 
and Central American Legal Assistance 
(CALA).  Je� has also been involved with 
immigration law-related theater and video 
projects.  His blog on immigration law can be 
found at Je�reyschase.com.

MARTIN B. COMINSKY 
Martin B. Cominsky has been 
the President and CEO of 
Interfaith Ministries for 
Greater Houston, a United 
Way agency, since 2015.  IM 

collaborates with Houston’s faith community 
to feed and care for 4,400 homebound 
seniors through its Meals on Wheels for 
Greater Houston program; resettles hundreds 
of refugees from war-torn countries; and 
fosters youth and community dialogue 
between and among religions. IM also 
operates Volunteer Houston, a Points of Light 
a�liate, which matches people with their 

passions at area non-pro�t organizations with 
a registry of over 100,000 volunteers. He 
leads a $17 million nonpro�t agency with 172 
employees.

Previously, Martin served as the Director of 
the Southwest Region of the Anti-Defamation 
League, which is headquartered in Houston.  
Martin was responsible for directing the 
League’s e�orts to combat prejudice, hate 
and anti-Semitism in this dynamic region.  At 
ADL, Martin developed the school-focused No 
Place for Hate® program, which now engages 
and recognizes more than 300 schools in the 
region in the e�ort to create K-12 campuses 
that emphasize respect for diversity and 
inclusion.  

Prior to joining the ADL in 1999, Martin 
founded the SERVE HOUSTON YOUTH CORPS, 
which was an AmeriCorps program that 
recruited high school graduates to serve as 
tutors and mentors to students in 
under-resourced schools.  Serve Houston 
received Daily Points of Light Award #1112 for 
its creative national service work.

In the past, Martin served as the National 
Director of the Business Volunteers for the 
Arts program, headquartered in New York 
City, bringing together the expertise of 
corporate executives with nonpro�t arts 
organizations.  Martin also served as the 
Assistant to the President of the University of 
Houston.

Martin has a B.A. from the University of 
Houston in Journalism, graduating with 
membership in the UH Honors College, and 
earned his M.B.A. from Southern Methodist 
University.  He participated in Class XXV of 
the American Leadership Forum. He is Past 
Chair of the University of Houston Honors 
College Advisory Board and is Vice Chair at 
the Meals on Wheels Association of Texas. 
Martin was also named as a Most Admired 

CEO in 2018 by the Houston Business Journal. 

Martin graduated in 1976 as a Pasadena High 
School Eagle.  He had many happy times 
serving as Junior and Senior Class President 
and was named Mr. Pasadena High School. He 
received the Pasadena Independent School 
District Distinguished Alumnus Award of the 
Year in 2003 and the Pasadena High School 
Hall of Fame award in 2015.
 
He is married to Terry and is the proud father 
of twins.

GEOFFREY A. HOFFMAN
Professor Ho�man specializes 
in immigration-related federal 
court litigation, deportation 
defense, asylum cases, and 
appeals before the Board of 

Immigration Appeals. He has represented 
numerous immigrants in a variety of settings 
including before the Executive O�ce for 
Immigration Review, Department of 
Homeland Security, and in the federal courts. 
Professor Ho�man served as co-counsel 
before the Supreme Court of the United 
States in the precedent-setting immigration 
case, Carachuri-Rosendov.Holder.

Professor Ho�man is a frequent commentator 
on immigration law and policy. He has been 
quoted in the New York Times, Wall Street 
Journal, Time, Mother Jones, Reuters, 
Bloomberg News, Houston Chronicle, among 
other outlets. He has published articles in the 
following representative law reviews, 
Maryland Journal of International Law, Journal 
of Gender, Race, and Justice at the University 
of Iowa, Houston J. of Int’l Law-Sidebar, 
Houston Law Review-Online, Nova Law 
Review, Loyola L.A. Int’l and Comparative L.J. 
He also has published pieces in Salon.com, 
Jurist, Immigration Professor’s Blog, Lexis 
Nexis Immigration Legal News, Notice and 
Comment, a blog from the Yale Journal on 

Regulation, among other venues.

Prior to joining the Clinic, he practiced 
immigration law at Kurzban Kurzban Weinger 
& Tetzeli, P.A. in Miami, Florida. Previously, he 
taught at the University of Illinois, Tulane Law 
School and the University of Miami. In 
addition to his practice and teaching 
experience, Professor Ho�man served as a 
judicial law clerk for the Honorable Paul V. 
Gadola, U.S. District Court for the Eastern 
District of Michigan for a two-year term.

In 2016, Professor Ho�man received the Ethel 
M. Baker Faculty Award for community 
service. In 2015, Professor Ho�man received 
the University of Houston Teaching Excellence 
Award, for clinical faculty, a University-wide 
award established by the UH Provost. In 2015, 
he was awarded the Certi�cate of Excellence 
for service to the Law Center and University. 
In 2014, Professor Ho�man received the 
American Immigration Lawyers Association 
(AILA) Elmer Fried Excellence in Teaching 
Award.

The UHLC immigration clinic under Professor 
Ho�man’s leadership was awarded the Pro 
Bono Hero Award for the Central Region by 
AILA for 2015.

CHLOE KRANE
Chloe Krane is Interfaith 
Ministries Women’s 
Empowerment Liaison 
(Refugee Services). Before 
coming to the United States, 

refugees have often experienced traumatic, 
life-threatening events. War, violence, or 
signi�cant persecution has caused them to 
leave everything they know and love. For 
women, the adjustment to a new country can 
be especially di�cult. Chloe Krane started the 
Women’s Empowerment Group Program in 
2016 in response to this with Interfaith 
Ministries of Greater Houston. The program's 

designed to prevent isolation, build 
community, and equip refugee women with 
the information or skills they need to thrive in 
their new life. Women from Syria, Iraq and 
Afghanistan are served by the program.

Prior to her current role, Krane was a TV 
producer for 10 years working for Associated 
Press (AP), Al Jazeera and BBC among others. 
Based mainly in the Middle East, she worked 
on hard news, documentaries and 
investigative programs, witnessing �rsthand 
the plight that creates refugees. She has a 
degree in Arabic Studies and moved to 
Houston eight years ago from Cambridge, 
England with her husband and two children. 

Ckrane@imgh.org

ELIZABETH M. MENDOZA
Elizabeth is a sole practitioner 
licensed by the state of Texas 
since May 1993 who practices 
exclusively immigration law. 

She is a graduate of Rice University and the 
University of Houston Law Center.

Ms. Mendoza has provided pro bono 
representation to immigrant clients of 
Catholic Charities, the YMCA International 
Services, and various local battered women's 
shelters throughout her career. She is a 
frequent speaker at immigration attorney 
training workshops, community forums 
regarding know your rights presentations, 
and, local media has interviewed Ms. 
Mendoza and her clients throughout the years 
on various immigration related topics. Ms. 
Mendoza provided pro bono assistance at 
Bush Airport in Houston, Texas after the travel 
ban was temporarily stayed to ensure 
Customs and Border Protection honored the 
stay.

Ms. Mendoza is a member of the American 
Immigration Lawyers Association AILA and 
served as co-captain of the AILA Houston 

advocacy committee and is currently AILA 
Houston EOIR liaison.  She also serves as a 
board member for the advocacy/outreach 
group Fort Bend For All. Ms. Mendoza has 
lobbied state and federal legislators in 
opposition to SB4 and in support of DACA and 
comprehensive immigration reform.  Ms. 
Mendoza is married and the mother of two 
stepsons and two daughters. Ms. Mendoza 
enjoys spending time with her family, 
cooking, traveling, gardening, playing 
badminton, and talking politics and world 
a�airs with open minded people.

SUSHAM M. MODI
Susham M. Modi received a 
B.A., magna cum laude, from 
the University of Texas at 
Arlington and a J.D. from Penn 
State Law School. He is a 

former Adjunct Professor of Law and Clinical 
Supervising Attorney at the University of 
Houston Law Center. He is the Principle 
Attorney and Partner of his �rm, The Modi 
Law Firm, PLLC. The Modi Law Firm, PLLC 
focuses exclusively on all types of 
immigration law cases. 

Prior to moving to Houston over 8 years ago, 
he taught as an Attorney Advocate at Harvard 
Law School’s Immigration and Refugee 
Clinical Program.

Professor Modi is a frequent speaker about 
immigration matters and has been a guest 
lecturer at various events, including at Rice 
University Graduate Programs' Immigration 
Law & Policy Course, Catholic Charities, Harris 
County Criminal District Court Judges, ProBar, 
Neighborhood Centers, American 
Immigration Lawyers Association (AILA) as 
well as the U.S. Citizenship and Immigration 
Services.   

Ruby L. Powers
Ruby L. Powers is founder of 
Powers Law Group, P.C., a 
Houston-based, full-service 
immigration law �rm and is 
Board Certi�ed in Immigration 

and Nationality Law.
 
She is a frequent national and international 
speaker, author, and media resource on the 
topics of immigration law and policy and law 
practice management. Her expertise and 
advocacy e�orts have been featured in the 
Washington Post, CNN, NPR, the New York 
Times, BBC World News, and beyond. She is a 
child of an immigrant and married to an 
immigrant and has lived in six countries. She 
has represented individuals from more than 
25 countries for asylum in the United States, 
a�rmatively and defensively.

In 2019, AILA published her book “Build and 
Manage Your Successful Law Practice 
(Without Losing Your Mind) and in 2020, 
Powers began providing law practice 
management consulting services with Powers 
Strategy Group, LLC. 
 
She has served as AILA’s Law Practice 
Management Committee Chair, Vice Chair for 
the Media Advocacy Committee, TX, NM, OK 
Chapter Advocacy (Co-) Liaison and various 
conference committees. She is a member of 
Rotary and serves on various boards including 
the Police O�cers' Civil Service Commission 
and the Harris County Commissioner Precinct 
2, Immigration Advisory Committee. She 
previously served on the State Bar of Texas 
Law Practice Management Committee and as 
the Houston Bar Association Law Practice 
Management Section Chair. She is a graduate 
of the University of North Carolina School of 
Law, Goldman Sachs 10,000 Small Businesses,  
Leadership Houston, and American 
Leadership Forum.  She is a former candidate 
for public o�ce and advocate for her 

immigrants and her community at large. For 
more: www.RubyPowersLaw.com and 
www.RubyPowers.com. Connect at Linkedin: 
RubyPowers.

PAUL WICKHAM SCHMIDT
Judge Schmidt was appointed 
as an Immigration Judge at 
the U.S. Immigration Court in 
Arlington, Virginia, in May 
2003 and retired from the 

bench on June 30, 2016. Prior to his 
appointment as an Immigration Judge, he 
served as a Board Member for the Board of 
Immigration Appeals, Executive O�ce for 
Immigration Review, in Falls Church, VA, since 
February 12, 1995. Judge Schmidt served as 
Board Chairman from February 12, 1995, until 
April 9, 2001, when he chose to step down as 
Chairman to adjudicate cases full-time. He 
authored the landmark decision Matter of 
Kasinga, 21 I&N Dec. 357 (BIA 1996), 
extending asylum protection to victims of 
female genital mutilation.  He received a 
Bachelor of Arts degree from Lawrence 
University in 1970 (cum laude), and a Juris 
Doctorate from the University of Wisconsin 
School of Law in 1973 (cum laude; Order of 
the Coif). While at the University of 
Wisconsin, he served as an editor of the 
Wisconsin Law Review. Judge Schmidt served 
as acting General Counsel of the former 
Immigration and Naturalization Service (INS) 
(1986-1987; 1979-1981), where he was 
instrumental in developing the rules and 
procedures to implement the Immigration 
Reform and Control Act of 1986. He also 
served as the Deputy General Counsel of INS 
for 10 years (1978-1987). He was the 
managing partner of the Washington, DC, 
o�ce of Fragomen, Del Rey & Bernsen 
(1993-95), and also practiced business 
immigration law with the Washington, DC, 
o�ce of Jones, Day, Reavis and Pogue from 
1987-92 (partner, 1990-92). Judge Schmidt 
also served as an adjunct professor of law at 

George Mason University School of Law in 
1989 and at Georgetown University Law 
Center (2012-14; 2017--). He has authored 
numerous articles on immigration law, and 
has written extensively for the American 
Immigration Lawyers Association. Judge 
Schmidt is a member of the American Bar 
Association, the Federal Bar Association, and 
the Wisconsin and District of Columbia Bars. 
Judge Schmidt was one of the founding 
members of the International Association of 
Refugee Law Judges (“IARLJ”).  

In June 2010, Judge Schmidt received the 
Lucia R. Briggs Distinguished Achievement 
Award from the Lawrence University Alumni 
Association in recognition of his notable 
career achievements in the �eld of 
immigration law. Since retiring, in addition to 
resuming his Adjunct Professor position at 
Georgetown Law, Judge Schmidt has 
established the blog 
immigrationcourtside.com, is an Americas 
Vice President of the IARLJ, serves on the 
Advisory Board of AYUDA, and assists the 
National Immigrant Justice Center/Heartland 
Alliance on various projects, as well as 
speaking, lecturing, and writing in forums 
throughout the country on contemporary 
immigration issues, due process, and U.S. 
Immigration Court reform.

ALI AL SUDANI
Ali Al Sudani was born and 
raised in Missan, Iraq and was 
resettled in Houston, TX as a 
refugee by Interfaith 
Ministries for Greater Houston 

in April 2009. He holds a Bachelor Degree in 
Mechanical Engineering from Basrah 
University, Iraq. In 2003 he started working 
with the British and coalition forces as Chief 
Translator in his home city. During this time, 
the Iraqi militia and nationalist groups began 
persecuting middle-class individuals who 

were helping coalition forces and Ali had to 
leave Iraq to Jordan.

Ali joined IM as a Reception and Placement 
Case Worker in June 2009 and in May 2010 he 
was promoted to the Director of Refugee 
Services were he served for seven years. 
Currently, Ali serves as the Chief Programs 
O�cer of Interfaith Ministries. He oversees All 
of IM’s programs including Refugee Services, 
Meals on Wheels, Interfaith Relations and 
Community Partnerships and Volunteer 
Houston. 

Prior to joining IM, he was Senior Program 
Coordinator with “People In Need”, a Czech 
based non-governmental organization. He 
became a Certi�ed Trainer in Capacity 
Building with the Czech Fundraising Center 
and administered several medical and 
Capacity Building funded projects in Iraq for 
the International Organization for Migration 
(IOM), Czech Ministry of Foreign A�airs, 
National Endowment for Democracy (NED) 
and United Nations Democracy Funds 
(UNDEF).

ROSEMARY VEGA
Rosemary Vega is a Clinical 
Lecturer with the UHLC 
Immigration Clinic.  She was 
licensed in November of 
2000.  She received her law 

degree from St. Mary’s University School of 
Law in May of 2000. She received her B.A. in 
Political Science and minor in Spanish from 
Austin College in Sherman, Texas in 1997.
Prior to being a law professor, she had her 
own law practice, and before that she was a 
partner at Tausk & Vega, where she also 
practiced Immigration law.  In 2003-2005, She 
was also the sole sta� attorney at YMCA 
International Services in Houston.  In 2000, 
Ms. Vega was the Judicial Law Clerk for seven 
(7) Immigration Judges at the Houston 
Immigration Court through the Department of 

Justice Honors Program from 2000-2001.  Her 
interest in Immigration law began in the 
International Human Rights Clinic at St. 
Mary’s Law school and has been advocating 
for immigrants since that time.  She has 
presented at many conferences for the State 
Bar of Texas and Texas AILA chapter and other 
immigration organizations.

AMANDA WATERHOUSE
Ms. Waterhouse is an 
experienced immigration 
attorney with over 13 years of 
practice in the �eld of 
immigration law. She is a 

Senior Immigration Attorney with Gonzalez 
Olivieri, LLC and supervisor of the �rm’s 
associate attorneys. She received her Juris 
Doctor from the University of Houston Law 
Center in 2006 and began practicing 
immigration law in February of 2007. Ms. 
Waterhouse is a member of the State Bar of 
Texas and has been admitted to the US 
Supreme Court, the Fifth Circuit Court of 
Appeals, and the US District of Court for the 
Southern District of Texas. She is also a 
member of the College of the State Bar of 
Texas and a frequent speaker at conferences 
for the State Bar of Texas and the American 
Immigration Lawyer’s Association. She has 
successfully represented thousands of clients 
in cases before the US Department of 
Homeland Security, the US Department of 
State, and US Citizenship & Immigration 
Services over the course of her career.

DR. ANN E. WEBB
Ann E. Webb is an attorney, a 
licensed clinical social worker, 
and a 2019 Ph.D. graduate of 
the University of Houston 
Graduate College of Social 

Work.  Dr. Webb’s research focuses on the 
intersection of social work and the law, with a 
particular interest in interdisciplinary practice 
involving social workers and lawyers, and 

immigration issues a�ecting children and 
families.  She has served as faculty on 
collaborative projects involving social work 
and law students assisting detained families 
seeking asylum and has developed a unique 
experiential learning program to engage 
social work students in practice arenas 
involving law and social work. Her scholarly 
agenda is informed by her experience as a 
lawyer and social work clinician, and by her 
role as an advocate for underserved 
populations.  As adjunct faculty at the 
University of Houston, Dr. Webb teaches 
assessment and advanced social policy, and 
has provided guest lectures to both social 
work and law students on topics relating to 
social work and the law, social work with 
immigrants and refugees, and trauma and 
secondary trauma as it impacts immigration 
law and practitioners.

SUCRE ELIZABETH 
WOODLEY
Sucre Elizabeth Woodley is a 
master level marketing, 
communications, media and 
public relations leader with 

more than 20 years of industry experience. 
Her multi-faceted professional experience 
includes a 10-year career as a marketing and 
business development leader at Henry Ford 
Health System in Detroit, Michigan and more 
than six years in a marketing and 
communications leadership role at Houston 
Methodist in Houston, Texas. Currently, Sucre 
is the director of marketing and 
communications for Interfaith Ministries for 
Greater Houston. She is laser focused on 
positioning Interfaith Ministries’ body of work 
to drive brand recognition, growth, consumer 
preference and media engagement. Sucre has 
a win-win communication style; while 
achieving optimal results, she stays focused 
on bottom line objectives. Her extensive 
professional career in non-pro�t marketing 
and communications, business development 

and health care administration is backed by 
impressive credentials. In 1994, she graduated 
from Howard University in Washington, D.C. 
with a Bachelor’s Degree in Business 
Administration. After that, she earned a 
Master’s Degree in Health Services 
Administration from The University of 
Michigan in Ann Arbor, Michigan. Sucre 
believes in giving generously of her time and 
resources to charitable and civic causes. She 
served on the Houston Northwest Chamber of 
Commerce Board from 2013 - 2019. She has 
supported myriad local fundraising and 
charitable initiatives for the American Heart 
Association, YMCA of Greater Houston and 
Houston area chambers and independent 
school districts. Sucre is a published co-author 
of IT WORKS!!! Achieving Real Estate 
Prosperity in a Troubled Economy. She has 
three sons and resides in the Houston area.
 She enjoys spending time with family and 
friends, appreciating the arts, traveling, 
reading and watching sporting events. 
swoodley@imgh.org
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LUCAS AISENBERG
Lucas is a Clinical Supervising 
Attorney in the Immigration 
Clinic at the University of 
Houston Law Center. He 
received a B.A. in Political 

Science at the University of Houston and a 
J.D. from St. Thomas University School of Law 
in Miami Gardens, Florida.

In his current position in the Immigration 
Clinic, Professor Aisenberg supervises law 
students on pro bono asylum cases and 
provides direct representation to adult 
immigrants and unaccompanied minors 
seeking asylum in the United States.

Prior to joining the Immigration Clinic, 
Professor Aisenberg was a sta� attorney at 
Catholic Charities Community Services 
Unaccompanied Minors Program in New York 
City. At Catholic Charities, he provided direct 
representation to unaccompanied minors 
detained in O�ce of Refugee Resettlement 
shelters, as well as non-detained clients in 
Immigration Court and before the New York 
and New Jersey Asylum O�ces.

JODI BERNSTEIN
Jodi Bernstein is the Vice 
President of Interfaith 
Relations and Community 
Partnerships at Interfaith 
Ministries, which unites 

people of diverse faith traditions together for 
dialogue, collaboration, and service, as a 
demonstration of our shared beliefs.  She has 
held this position since August 2017.  Prior to 
joining Interfaith Ministries, Jodi was the 
Senior Associate Regional Director for the 
Southwest Region of the Anti-Defamation 
League, a civil rights and human relations 
organization dedicated to stopping the 
defamation of the Jewish people and securing 
justice and fair treatment for all.  For the past 
35 years, Jodi has worked with people of 

di�erent faiths and backgrounds to promote 
dialogue and action to make our community 
welcoming and inclusive for all people in 
which to live, work, play and pray.  She is the 
recipient of the ADL’s Milton Senn Award for 
Professional Excellence, the Hans Mayer 
Jewish Communal Professional Award, and 
the National Diversity Council’s Jana Wilson 
Award sponsored by Capgemini NA.  Prior to 
joining ADL, Jodi worked for Covenant House, 
a shelter for teen runaways. She is a graduate 
of the University of Texas at Austin with a 
degree in Journalism and Public Relations. 
jbernstein@imgh.org

MAGALI SUÁREZ CANDLER, 
ESQ.
Magali Suárez Candler is the 
founder of Suárez Candler 
Law, PLLC. She is Board 
Certi�ed in Immigration and 

Nationality Law by the Texas Board of Legal 
Specialization and in her 31st year of legal 
practice.  
 
She began her career at Catholic Charities’ 
immigration program in Houston, where she 
was sta� then supervising attorney for over 
10 years. She was then head of litigation and 
partner at Tindall & Foster (then FosterQuan, 
now known as Foster, LLP), before opening 
her own �rm in 2014.  She is a member of the 
American Immigration Lawyers Association 
(AILA), served on the TSC and EOIR national 
liaison committees, and is currently Chair of 
the Lawyer Well-Being Committee. A former 
Chair of the Texas Chapter of AILA, she held 
other o�ces and was liaison for the Asylum 
O�ce and the Houston EOIR.  She is a 
member of the State Bar of Texas (SBOT), 
served on their Committee for Laws Relating 
to Immigration and Nationality and was V.P. 
for Asylum and Refugee Issues and later V.P. 
for Deportation and Removal for their 
Immigration Law Section. She currently serves 
on the SBOT Commission for Lawyer 

Discipline.  In 1999 the SBOT awarded her the 
J. Chrys Dougherty Legal Services Award for 
outstanding contributions guaranteeing 
indigents access to the legal system. She 
served on the Houston Bar Association (HBA) 
Gender Fairness Committee, was on the 
Advisory Board of the Tahirih Justice Center in 
Houston, Texas from its inception through 
2018, and is currently on the Advisory Board 
of the UH Law Center’s Immigration Law 
Clinic. 
 
Ms. Candler specializes in removal and 
worksite enforcement, advises corporate 
clients and individuals, criminal defense 
counsel and individuals on the immigration 
consequences of crimes, and often serves as 
an expert.  She is a frequent presenter, most 
recently for the University of Texas (UT) 2020 
Immigration Law Conference, on 
Family-Based and Removal updates.  Her 
articles include: “Worksite Enforcement in the 
ICE Age” (2007) for the UT; “Are We Safer Yet? 
The E�ects of Recent Immigration 
Legislation,” (2005) for the Hispanic National 
Bar Association; “One-Step Marriage Based 
Cases” (2013, 2014, 2015, 2016, 2017, 2018, 
2019, 2020), “Desperately Seeking to Keep My 
Family” (2015), “False Claims to Citizenship 
and Voting” (2015), “Ethical Considerations in 
Dealing with Di�cult Judges” (2016), 
“Attracting the Best Employees” (2017), 
“Issues in False Claims to Citizenship” (2018), 
and “What Every Practitioner Should Know 
about Inadmissibility and Deportability” 
(2018, 2019, 2020) for AILA National; “VAWA, 
the ‘Best Revenge’ for the Immigrant Victim 
of Domestic Violence” and “Tra�cking Victims 
Protection Act, the ‘T’ Visa,” (various 
updates), as well as an Ethics presentation 
(2006), Mock Removal Hearing with Analysis 
(2004, 2010, 2011), and presentations on the 
Immigration Consequences of Crimes (2011), 
Unlawful Presence (2012), Immigration 
Consequences of Crimes (2014), 
Humanitarian Relief (2015), and 

Developments in Removal Defense (2019) for 
the SBOT.  She mentors immigration 
attorneys, including pro bono attorneys and is 
admitted to practice in Texas, at the U.S. 
District Court, Southern District of Texas, the 
U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals (Fifth and 
Eleventh Circuits) and the Supreme Court of 
the United States, where she was co-counsel 
on a winning case in 2012 (Umer v. Holder).  
Ms. Candler received her J.D. from the 
University of Houston Law Center in 1989 and 
was licensed in 1989.

JUDGE JEFFREY S. CHASE
Judge Chase is an immigration 
lawyer in New York City.  A 
former Immigration Judge and 
Senior Legal Advisor at the 
Board of Immigration Appeals, 

he is the founder of the Round Table of 
Former Immigration Judges, which was 
awarded AILA’s 2019 Advocacy Award.  He is 
also a past recipient of AILA’s Pro Bono Award 
and sits on the Board of Directors of the 
Association of Deportation Defense Attorneys 
and Central American Legal Assistance 
(CALA).  Je� has also been involved with 
immigration law-related theater and video 
projects.  His blog on immigration law can be 
found at Je�reyschase.com.

MARTIN B. COMINSKY 
Martin B. Cominsky has been 
the President and CEO of 
Interfaith Ministries for 
Greater Houston, a United 
Way agency, since 2015.  IM 

collaborates with Houston’s faith community 
to feed and care for 4,400 homebound 
seniors through its Meals on Wheels for 
Greater Houston program; resettles hundreds 
of refugees from war-torn countries; and 
fosters youth and community dialogue 
between and among religions. IM also 
operates Volunteer Houston, a Points of Light 
a�liate, which matches people with their 

passions at area non-pro�t organizations with 
a registry of over 100,000 volunteers. He 
leads a $17 million nonpro�t agency with 172 
employees.

Previously, Martin served as the Director of 
the Southwest Region of the Anti-Defamation 
League, which is headquartered in Houston.  
Martin was responsible for directing the 
League’s e�orts to combat prejudice, hate 
and anti-Semitism in this dynamic region.  At 
ADL, Martin developed the school-focused No 
Place for Hate® program, which now engages 
and recognizes more than 300 schools in the 
region in the e�ort to create K-12 campuses 
that emphasize respect for diversity and 
inclusion.  

Prior to joining the ADL in 1999, Martin 
founded the SERVE HOUSTON YOUTH CORPS, 
which was an AmeriCorps program that 
recruited high school graduates to serve as 
tutors and mentors to students in 
under-resourced schools.  Serve Houston 
received Daily Points of Light Award #1112 for 
its creative national service work.

In the past, Martin served as the National 
Director of the Business Volunteers for the 
Arts program, headquartered in New York 
City, bringing together the expertise of 
corporate executives with nonpro�t arts 
organizations.  Martin also served as the 
Assistant to the President of the University of 
Houston.

Martin has a B.A. from the University of 
Houston in Journalism, graduating with 
membership in the UH Honors College, and 
earned his M.B.A. from Southern Methodist 
University.  He participated in Class XXV of 
the American Leadership Forum. He is Past 
Chair of the University of Houston Honors 
College Advisory Board and is Vice Chair at 
the Meals on Wheels Association of Texas. 
Martin was also named as a Most Admired 

CEO in 2018 by the Houston Business Journal. 

Martin graduated in 1976 as a Pasadena High 
School Eagle.  He had many happy times 
serving as Junior and Senior Class President 
and was named Mr. Pasadena High School. He 
received the Pasadena Independent School 
District Distinguished Alumnus Award of the 
Year in 2003 and the Pasadena High School 
Hall of Fame award in 2015.
 
He is married to Terry and is the proud father 
of twins.

GEOFFREY A. HOFFMAN
Professor Ho�man specializes 
in immigration-related federal 
court litigation, deportation 
defense, asylum cases, and 
appeals before the Board of 

Immigration Appeals. He has represented 
numerous immigrants in a variety of settings 
including before the Executive O�ce for 
Immigration Review, Department of 
Homeland Security, and in the federal courts. 
Professor Ho�man served as co-counsel 
before the Supreme Court of the United 
States in the precedent-setting immigration 
case, Carachuri-Rosendov.Holder.

Professor Ho�man is a frequent commentator 
on immigration law and policy. He has been 
quoted in the New York Times, Wall Street 
Journal, Time, Mother Jones, Reuters, 
Bloomberg News, Houston Chronicle, among 
other outlets. He has published articles in the 
following representative law reviews, 
Maryland Journal of International Law, Journal 
of Gender, Race, and Justice at the University 
of Iowa, Houston J. of Int’l Law-Sidebar, 
Houston Law Review-Online, Nova Law 
Review, Loyola L.A. Int’l and Comparative L.J. 
He also has published pieces in Salon.com, 
Jurist, Immigration Professor’s Blog, Lexis 
Nexis Immigration Legal News, Notice and 
Comment, a blog from the Yale Journal on 

Regulation, among other venues.

Prior to joining the Clinic, he practiced 
immigration law at Kurzban Kurzban Weinger 
& Tetzeli, P.A. in Miami, Florida. Previously, he 
taught at the University of Illinois, Tulane Law 
School and the University of Miami. In 
addition to his practice and teaching 
experience, Professor Ho�man served as a 
judicial law clerk for the Honorable Paul V. 
Gadola, U.S. District Court for the Eastern 
District of Michigan for a two-year term.

In 2016, Professor Ho�man received the Ethel 
M. Baker Faculty Award for community 
service. In 2015, Professor Ho�man received 
the University of Houston Teaching Excellence 
Award, for clinical faculty, a University-wide 
award established by the UH Provost. In 2015, 
he was awarded the Certi�cate of Excellence 
for service to the Law Center and University. 
In 2014, Professor Ho�man received the 
American Immigration Lawyers Association 
(AILA) Elmer Fried Excellence in Teaching 
Award.

The UHLC immigration clinic under Professor 
Ho�man’s leadership was awarded the Pro 
Bono Hero Award for the Central Region by 
AILA for 2015.

CHLOE KRANE
Chloe Krane is Interfaith 
Ministries Women’s 
Empowerment Liaison 
(Refugee Services). Before 
coming to the United States, 

refugees have often experienced traumatic, 
life-threatening events. War, violence, or 
signi�cant persecution has caused them to 
leave everything they know and love. For 
women, the adjustment to a new country can 
be especially di�cult. Chloe Krane started the 
Women’s Empowerment Group Program in 
2016 in response to this with Interfaith 
Ministries of Greater Houston. The program's 

designed to prevent isolation, build 
community, and equip refugee women with 
the information or skills they need to thrive in 
their new life. Women from Syria, Iraq and 
Afghanistan are served by the program.

Prior to her current role, Krane was a TV 
producer for 10 years working for Associated 
Press (AP), Al Jazeera and BBC among others. 
Based mainly in the Middle East, she worked 
on hard news, documentaries and 
investigative programs, witnessing �rsthand 
the plight that creates refugees. She has a 
degree in Arabic Studies and moved to 
Houston eight years ago from Cambridge, 
England with her husband and two children. 

Ckrane@imgh.org

ELIZABETH M. MENDOZA
Elizabeth is a sole practitioner 
licensed by the state of Texas 
since May 1993 who practices 
exclusively immigration law. 

She is a graduate of Rice University and the 
University of Houston Law Center.

Ms. Mendoza has provided pro bono 
representation to immigrant clients of 
Catholic Charities, the YMCA International 
Services, and various local battered women's 
shelters throughout her career. She is a 
frequent speaker at immigration attorney 
training workshops, community forums 
regarding know your rights presentations, 
and, local media has interviewed Ms. 
Mendoza and her clients throughout the years 
on various immigration related topics. Ms. 
Mendoza provided pro bono assistance at 
Bush Airport in Houston, Texas after the travel 
ban was temporarily stayed to ensure 
Customs and Border Protection honored the 
stay.

Ms. Mendoza is a member of the American 
Immigration Lawyers Association AILA and 
served as co-captain of the AILA Houston 

advocacy committee and is currently AILA 
Houston EOIR liaison.  She also serves as a 
board member for the advocacy/outreach 
group Fort Bend For All. Ms. Mendoza has 
lobbied state and federal legislators in 
opposition to SB4 and in support of DACA and 
comprehensive immigration reform.  Ms. 
Mendoza is married and the mother of two 
stepsons and two daughters. Ms. Mendoza 
enjoys spending time with her family, 
cooking, traveling, gardening, playing 
badminton, and talking politics and world 
a�airs with open minded people.

SUSHAM M. MODI
Susham M. Modi received a 
B.A., magna cum laude, from 
the University of Texas at 
Arlington and a J.D. from Penn 
State Law School. He is a 

former Adjunct Professor of Law and Clinical 
Supervising Attorney at the University of 
Houston Law Center. He is the Principle 
Attorney and Partner of his �rm, The Modi 
Law Firm, PLLC. The Modi Law Firm, PLLC 
focuses exclusively on all types of 
immigration law cases. 

Prior to moving to Houston over 8 years ago, 
he taught as an Attorney Advocate at Harvard 
Law School’s Immigration and Refugee 
Clinical Program.

Professor Modi is a frequent speaker about 
immigration matters and has been a guest 
lecturer at various events, including at Rice 
University Graduate Programs' Immigration 
Law & Policy Course, Catholic Charities, Harris 
County Criminal District Court Judges, ProBar, 
Neighborhood Centers, American 
Immigration Lawyers Association (AILA) as 
well as the U.S. Citizenship and Immigration 
Services.   

Ruby L. Powers
Ruby L. Powers is founder of 
Powers Law Group, P.C., a 
Houston-based, full-service 
immigration law �rm and is 
Board Certi�ed in Immigration 

and Nationality Law.
 
She is a frequent national and international 
speaker, author, and media resource on the 
topics of immigration law and policy and law 
practice management. Her expertise and 
advocacy e�orts have been featured in the 
Washington Post, CNN, NPR, the New York 
Times, BBC World News, and beyond. She is a 
child of an immigrant and married to an 
immigrant and has lived in six countries. She 
has represented individuals from more than 
25 countries for asylum in the United States, 
a�rmatively and defensively.

In 2019, AILA published her book “Build and 
Manage Your Successful Law Practice 
(Without Losing Your Mind) and in 2020, 
Powers began providing law practice 
management consulting services with Powers 
Strategy Group, LLC. 
 
She has served as AILA’s Law Practice 
Management Committee Chair, Vice Chair for 
the Media Advocacy Committee, TX, NM, OK 
Chapter Advocacy (Co-) Liaison and various 
conference committees. She is a member of 
Rotary and serves on various boards including 
the Police O�cers' Civil Service Commission 
and the Harris County Commissioner Precinct 
2, Immigration Advisory Committee. She 
previously served on the State Bar of Texas 
Law Practice Management Committee and as 
the Houston Bar Association Law Practice 
Management Section Chair. She is a graduate 
of the University of North Carolina School of 
Law, Goldman Sachs 10,000 Small Businesses,  
Leadership Houston, and American 
Leadership Forum.  She is a former candidate 
for public o�ce and advocate for her 

immigrants and her community at large. For 
more: www.RubyPowersLaw.com and 
www.RubyPowers.com. Connect at Linkedin: 
RubyPowers.

PAUL WICKHAM SCHMIDT
Judge Schmidt was appointed 
as an Immigration Judge at 
the U.S. Immigration Court in 
Arlington, Virginia, in May 
2003 and retired from the 

bench on June 30, 2016. Prior to his 
appointment as an Immigration Judge, he 
served as a Board Member for the Board of 
Immigration Appeals, Executive O�ce for 
Immigration Review, in Falls Church, VA, since 
February 12, 1995. Judge Schmidt served as 
Board Chairman from February 12, 1995, until 
April 9, 2001, when he chose to step down as 
Chairman to adjudicate cases full-time. He 
authored the landmark decision Matter of 
Kasinga, 21 I&N Dec. 357 (BIA 1996), 
extending asylum protection to victims of 
female genital mutilation.  He received a 
Bachelor of Arts degree from Lawrence 
University in 1970 (cum laude), and a Juris 
Doctorate from the University of Wisconsin 
School of Law in 1973 (cum laude; Order of 
the Coif). While at the University of 
Wisconsin, he served as an editor of the 
Wisconsin Law Review. Judge Schmidt served 
as acting General Counsel of the former 
Immigration and Naturalization Service (INS) 
(1986-1987; 1979-1981), where he was 
instrumental in developing the rules and 
procedures to implement the Immigration 
Reform and Control Act of 1986. He also 
served as the Deputy General Counsel of INS 
for 10 years (1978-1987). He was the 
managing partner of the Washington, DC, 
o�ce of Fragomen, Del Rey & Bernsen 
(1993-95), and also practiced business 
immigration law with the Washington, DC, 
o�ce of Jones, Day, Reavis and Pogue from 
1987-92 (partner, 1990-92). Judge Schmidt 
also served as an adjunct professor of law at 

George Mason University School of Law in 
1989 and at Georgetown University Law 
Center (2012-14; 2017--). He has authored 
numerous articles on immigration law, and 
has written extensively for the American 
Immigration Lawyers Association. Judge 
Schmidt is a member of the American Bar 
Association, the Federal Bar Association, and 
the Wisconsin and District of Columbia Bars. 
Judge Schmidt was one of the founding 
members of the International Association of 
Refugee Law Judges (“IARLJ”).  

In June 2010, Judge Schmidt received the 
Lucia R. Briggs Distinguished Achievement 
Award from the Lawrence University Alumni 
Association in recognition of his notable 
career achievements in the �eld of 
immigration law. Since retiring, in addition to 
resuming his Adjunct Professor position at 
Georgetown Law, Judge Schmidt has 
established the blog 
immigrationcourtside.com, is an Americas 
Vice President of the IARLJ, serves on the 
Advisory Board of AYUDA, and assists the 
National Immigrant Justice Center/Heartland 
Alliance on various projects, as well as 
speaking, lecturing, and writing in forums 
throughout the country on contemporary 
immigration issues, due process, and U.S. 
Immigration Court reform.

ALI AL SUDANI
Ali Al Sudani was born and 
raised in Missan, Iraq and was 
resettled in Houston, TX as a 
refugee by Interfaith 
Ministries for Greater Houston 

in April 2009. He holds a Bachelor Degree in 
Mechanical Engineering from Basrah 
University, Iraq. In 2003 he started working 
with the British and coalition forces as Chief 
Translator in his home city. During this time, 
the Iraqi militia and nationalist groups began 
persecuting middle-class individuals who 

were helping coalition forces and Ali had to 
leave Iraq to Jordan.

Ali joined IM as a Reception and Placement 
Case Worker in June 2009 and in May 2010 he 
was promoted to the Director of Refugee 
Services were he served for seven years. 
Currently, Ali serves as the Chief Programs 
O�cer of Interfaith Ministries. He oversees All 
of IM’s programs including Refugee Services, 
Meals on Wheels, Interfaith Relations and 
Community Partnerships and Volunteer 
Houston. 

Prior to joining IM, he was Senior Program 
Coordinator with “People In Need”, a Czech 
based non-governmental organization. He 
became a Certi�ed Trainer in Capacity 
Building with the Czech Fundraising Center 
and administered several medical and 
Capacity Building funded projects in Iraq for 
the International Organization for Migration 
(IOM), Czech Ministry of Foreign A�airs, 
National Endowment for Democracy (NED) 
and United Nations Democracy Funds 
(UNDEF).

ROSEMARY VEGA
Rosemary Vega is a Clinical 
Lecturer with the UHLC 
Immigration Clinic.  She was 
licensed in November of 
2000.  She received her law 

degree from St. Mary’s University School of 
Law in May of 2000. She received her B.A. in 
Political Science and minor in Spanish from 
Austin College in Sherman, Texas in 1997.
Prior to being a law professor, she had her 
own law practice, and before that she was a 
partner at Tausk & Vega, where she also 
practiced Immigration law.  In 2003-2005, She 
was also the sole sta� attorney at YMCA 
International Services in Houston.  In 2000, 
Ms. Vega was the Judicial Law Clerk for seven 
(7) Immigration Judges at the Houston 
Immigration Court through the Department of 

Justice Honors Program from 2000-2001.  Her 
interest in Immigration law began in the 
International Human Rights Clinic at St. 
Mary’s Law school and has been advocating 
for immigrants since that time.  She has 
presented at many conferences for the State 
Bar of Texas and Texas AILA chapter and other 
immigration organizations.

AMANDA WATERHOUSE
Ms. Waterhouse is an 
experienced immigration 
attorney with over 13 years of 
practice in the �eld of 
immigration law. She is a 

Senior Immigration Attorney with Gonzalez 
Olivieri, LLC and supervisor of the �rm’s 
associate attorneys. She received her Juris 
Doctor from the University of Houston Law 
Center in 2006 and began practicing 
immigration law in February of 2007. Ms. 
Waterhouse is a member of the State Bar of 
Texas and has been admitted to the US 
Supreme Court, the Fifth Circuit Court of 
Appeals, and the US District of Court for the 
Southern District of Texas. She is also a 
member of the College of the State Bar of 
Texas and a frequent speaker at conferences 
for the State Bar of Texas and the American 
Immigration Lawyer’s Association. She has 
successfully represented thousands of clients 
in cases before the US Department of 
Homeland Security, the US Department of 
State, and US Citizenship & Immigration 
Services over the course of her career.

DR. ANN E. WEBB
Ann E. Webb is an attorney, a 
licensed clinical social worker, 
and a 2019 Ph.D. graduate of 
the University of Houston 
Graduate College of Social 

Work.  Dr. Webb’s research focuses on the 
intersection of social work and the law, with a 
particular interest in interdisciplinary practice 
involving social workers and lawyers, and 

immigration issues a�ecting children and 
families.  She has served as faculty on 
collaborative projects involving social work 
and law students assisting detained families 
seeking asylum and has developed a unique 
experiential learning program to engage 
social work students in practice arenas 
involving law and social work. Her scholarly 
agenda is informed by her experience as a 
lawyer and social work clinician, and by her 
role as an advocate for underserved 
populations.  As adjunct faculty at the 
University of Houston, Dr. Webb teaches 
assessment and advanced social policy, and 
has provided guest lectures to both social 
work and law students on topics relating to 
social work and the law, social work with 
immigrants and refugees, and trauma and 
secondary trauma as it impacts immigration 
law and practitioners.

SUCRE ELIZABETH 
WOODLEY
Sucre Elizabeth Woodley is a 
master level marketing, 
communications, media and 
public relations leader with 

more than 20 years of industry experience. 
Her multi-faceted professional experience 
includes a 10-year career as a marketing and 
business development leader at Henry Ford 
Health System in Detroit, Michigan and more 
than six years in a marketing and 
communications leadership role at Houston 
Methodist in Houston, Texas. Currently, Sucre 
is the director of marketing and 
communications for Interfaith Ministries for 
Greater Houston. She is laser focused on 
positioning Interfaith Ministries’ body of work 
to drive brand recognition, growth, consumer 
preference and media engagement. Sucre has 
a win-win communication style; while 
achieving optimal results, she stays focused 
on bottom line objectives. Her extensive 
professional career in non-pro�t marketing 
and communications, business development 

and health care administration is backed by 
impressive credentials. In 1994, she graduated 
from Howard University in Washington, D.C. 
with a Bachelor’s Degree in Business 
Administration. After that, she earned a 
Master’s Degree in Health Services 
Administration from The University of 
Michigan in Ann Arbor, Michigan. Sucre 
believes in giving generously of her time and 
resources to charitable and civic causes. She 
served on the Houston Northwest Chamber of 
Commerce Board from 2013 - 2019. She has 
supported myriad local fundraising and 
charitable initiatives for the American Heart 
Association, YMCA of Greater Houston and 
Houston area chambers and independent 
school districts. Sucre is a published co-author 
of IT WORKS!!! Achieving Real Estate 
Prosperity in a Troubled Economy. She has 
three sons and resides in the Houston area.
 She enjoys spending time with family and 
friends, appreciating the arts, traveling, 
reading and watching sporting events. 
swoodley@imgh.org
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LUCAS AISENBERG
Lucas is a Clinical Supervising 
Attorney in the Immigration 
Clinic at the University of 
Houston Law Center. He 
received a B.A. in Political 

Science at the University of Houston and a 
J.D. from St. Thomas University School of Law 
in Miami Gardens, Florida.

In his current position in the Immigration 
Clinic, Professor Aisenberg supervises law 
students on pro bono asylum cases and 
provides direct representation to adult 
immigrants and unaccompanied minors 
seeking asylum in the United States.

Prior to joining the Immigration Clinic, 
Professor Aisenberg was a sta� attorney at 
Catholic Charities Community Services 
Unaccompanied Minors Program in New York 
City. At Catholic Charities, he provided direct 
representation to unaccompanied minors 
detained in O�ce of Refugee Resettlement 
shelters, as well as non-detained clients in 
Immigration Court and before the New York 
and New Jersey Asylum O�ces.

JODI BERNSTEIN
Jodi Bernstein is the Vice 
President of Interfaith 
Relations and Community 
Partnerships at Interfaith 
Ministries, which unites 

people of diverse faith traditions together for 
dialogue, collaboration, and service, as a 
demonstration of our shared beliefs.  She has 
held this position since August 2017.  Prior to 
joining Interfaith Ministries, Jodi was the 
Senior Associate Regional Director for the 
Southwest Region of the Anti-Defamation 
League, a civil rights and human relations 
organization dedicated to stopping the 
defamation of the Jewish people and securing 
justice and fair treatment for all.  For the past 
35 years, Jodi has worked with people of 

di�erent faiths and backgrounds to promote 
dialogue and action to make our community 
welcoming and inclusive for all people in 
which to live, work, play and pray.  She is the 
recipient of the ADL’s Milton Senn Award for 
Professional Excellence, the Hans Mayer 
Jewish Communal Professional Award, and 
the National Diversity Council’s Jana Wilson 
Award sponsored by Capgemini NA.  Prior to 
joining ADL, Jodi worked for Covenant House, 
a shelter for teen runaways. She is a graduate 
of the University of Texas at Austin with a 
degree in Journalism and Public Relations. 
jbernstein@imgh.org

MAGALI SUÁREZ CANDLER, 
ESQ.
Magali Suárez Candler is the 
founder of Suárez Candler 
Law, PLLC. She is Board 
Certi�ed in Immigration and 

Nationality Law by the Texas Board of Legal 
Specialization and in her 31st year of legal 
practice.  
 
She began her career at Catholic Charities’ 
immigration program in Houston, where she 
was sta� then supervising attorney for over 
10 years. She was then head of litigation and 
partner at Tindall & Foster (then FosterQuan, 
now known as Foster, LLP), before opening 
her own �rm in 2014.  She is a member of the 
American Immigration Lawyers Association 
(AILA), served on the TSC and EOIR national 
liaison committees, and is currently Chair of 
the Lawyer Well-Being Committee. A former 
Chair of the Texas Chapter of AILA, she held 
other o�ces and was liaison for the Asylum 
O�ce and the Houston EOIR.  She is a 
member of the State Bar of Texas (SBOT), 
served on their Committee for Laws Relating 
to Immigration and Nationality and was V.P. 
for Asylum and Refugee Issues and later V.P. 
for Deportation and Removal for their 
Immigration Law Section. She currently serves 
on the SBOT Commission for Lawyer 

Discipline.  In 1999 the SBOT awarded her the 
J. Chrys Dougherty Legal Services Award for 
outstanding contributions guaranteeing 
indigents access to the legal system. She 
served on the Houston Bar Association (HBA) 
Gender Fairness Committee, was on the 
Advisory Board of the Tahirih Justice Center in 
Houston, Texas from its inception through 
2018, and is currently on the Advisory Board 
of the UH Law Center’s Immigration Law 
Clinic. 
 
Ms. Candler specializes in removal and 
worksite enforcement, advises corporate 
clients and individuals, criminal defense 
counsel and individuals on the immigration 
consequences of crimes, and often serves as 
an expert.  She is a frequent presenter, most 
recently for the University of Texas (UT) 2020 
Immigration Law Conference, on 
Family-Based and Removal updates.  Her 
articles include: “Worksite Enforcement in the 
ICE Age” (2007) for the UT; “Are We Safer Yet? 
The E�ects of Recent Immigration 
Legislation,” (2005) for the Hispanic National 
Bar Association; “One-Step Marriage Based 
Cases” (2013, 2014, 2015, 2016, 2017, 2018, 
2019, 2020), “Desperately Seeking to Keep My 
Family” (2015), “False Claims to Citizenship 
and Voting” (2015), “Ethical Considerations in 
Dealing with Di�cult Judges” (2016), 
“Attracting the Best Employees” (2017), 
“Issues in False Claims to Citizenship” (2018), 
and “What Every Practitioner Should Know 
about Inadmissibility and Deportability” 
(2018, 2019, 2020) for AILA National; “VAWA, 
the ‘Best Revenge’ for the Immigrant Victim 
of Domestic Violence” and “Tra�cking Victims 
Protection Act, the ‘T’ Visa,” (various 
updates), as well as an Ethics presentation 
(2006), Mock Removal Hearing with Analysis 
(2004, 2010, 2011), and presentations on the 
Immigration Consequences of Crimes (2011), 
Unlawful Presence (2012), Immigration 
Consequences of Crimes (2014), 
Humanitarian Relief (2015), and 

Developments in Removal Defense (2019) for 
the SBOT.  She mentors immigration 
attorneys, including pro bono attorneys and is 
admitted to practice in Texas, at the U.S. 
District Court, Southern District of Texas, the 
U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals (Fifth and 
Eleventh Circuits) and the Supreme Court of 
the United States, where she was co-counsel 
on a winning case in 2012 (Umer v. Holder).  
Ms. Candler received her J.D. from the 
University of Houston Law Center in 1989 and 
was licensed in 1989.

JUDGE JEFFREY S. CHASE
Judge Chase is an immigration 
lawyer in New York City.  A 
former Immigration Judge and 
Senior Legal Advisor at the 
Board of Immigration Appeals, 

he is the founder of the Round Table of 
Former Immigration Judges, which was 
awarded AILA’s 2019 Advocacy Award.  He is 
also a past recipient of AILA’s Pro Bono Award 
and sits on the Board of Directors of the 
Association of Deportation Defense Attorneys 
and Central American Legal Assistance 
(CALA).  Je� has also been involved with 
immigration law-related theater and video 
projects.  His blog on immigration law can be 
found at Je�reyschase.com.

MARTIN B. COMINSKY 
Martin B. Cominsky has been 
the President and CEO of 
Interfaith Ministries for 
Greater Houston, a United 
Way agency, since 2015.  IM 

collaborates with Houston’s faith community 
to feed and care for 4,400 homebound 
seniors through its Meals on Wheels for 
Greater Houston program; resettles hundreds 
of refugees from war-torn countries; and 
fosters youth and community dialogue 
between and among religions. IM also 
operates Volunteer Houston, a Points of Light 
a�liate, which matches people with their 

passions at area non-pro�t organizations with 
a registry of over 100,000 volunteers. He 
leads a $17 million nonpro�t agency with 172 
employees.

Previously, Martin served as the Director of 
the Southwest Region of the Anti-Defamation 
League, which is headquartered in Houston.  
Martin was responsible for directing the 
League’s e�orts to combat prejudice, hate 
and anti-Semitism in this dynamic region.  At 
ADL, Martin developed the school-focused No 
Place for Hate® program, which now engages 
and recognizes more than 300 schools in the 
region in the e�ort to create K-12 campuses 
that emphasize respect for diversity and 
inclusion.  

Prior to joining the ADL in 1999, Martin 
founded the SERVE HOUSTON YOUTH CORPS, 
which was an AmeriCorps program that 
recruited high school graduates to serve as 
tutors and mentors to students in 
under-resourced schools.  Serve Houston 
received Daily Points of Light Award #1112 for 
its creative national service work.

In the past, Martin served as the National 
Director of the Business Volunteers for the 
Arts program, headquartered in New York 
City, bringing together the expertise of 
corporate executives with nonpro�t arts 
organizations.  Martin also served as the 
Assistant to the President of the University of 
Houston.

Martin has a B.A. from the University of 
Houston in Journalism, graduating with 
membership in the UH Honors College, and 
earned his M.B.A. from Southern Methodist 
University.  He participated in Class XXV of 
the American Leadership Forum. He is Past 
Chair of the University of Houston Honors 
College Advisory Board and is Vice Chair at 
the Meals on Wheels Association of Texas. 
Martin was also named as a Most Admired 

CEO in 2018 by the Houston Business Journal. 

Martin graduated in 1976 as a Pasadena High 
School Eagle.  He had many happy times 
serving as Junior and Senior Class President 
and was named Mr. Pasadena High School. He 
received the Pasadena Independent School 
District Distinguished Alumnus Award of the 
Year in 2003 and the Pasadena High School 
Hall of Fame award in 2015.
 
He is married to Terry and is the proud father 
of twins.

GEOFFREY A. HOFFMAN
Professor Ho�man specializes 
in immigration-related federal 
court litigation, deportation 
defense, asylum cases, and 
appeals before the Board of 

Immigration Appeals. He has represented 
numerous immigrants in a variety of settings 
including before the Executive O�ce for 
Immigration Review, Department of 
Homeland Security, and in the federal courts. 
Professor Ho�man served as co-counsel 
before the Supreme Court of the United 
States in the precedent-setting immigration 
case, Carachuri-Rosendov.Holder.

Professor Ho�man is a frequent commentator 
on immigration law and policy. He has been 
quoted in the New York Times, Wall Street 
Journal, Time, Mother Jones, Reuters, 
Bloomberg News, Houston Chronicle, among 
other outlets. He has published articles in the 
following representative law reviews, 
Maryland Journal of International Law, Journal 
of Gender, Race, and Justice at the University 
of Iowa, Houston J. of Int’l Law-Sidebar, 
Houston Law Review-Online, Nova Law 
Review, Loyola L.A. Int’l and Comparative L.J. 
He also has published pieces in Salon.com, 
Jurist, Immigration Professor’s Blog, Lexis 
Nexis Immigration Legal News, Notice and 
Comment, a blog from the Yale Journal on 

Regulation, among other venues.

Prior to joining the Clinic, he practiced 
immigration law at Kurzban Kurzban Weinger 
& Tetzeli, P.A. in Miami, Florida. Previously, he 
taught at the University of Illinois, Tulane Law 
School and the University of Miami. In 
addition to his practice and teaching 
experience, Professor Ho�man served as a 
judicial law clerk for the Honorable Paul V. 
Gadola, U.S. District Court for the Eastern 
District of Michigan for a two-year term.

In 2016, Professor Ho�man received the Ethel 
M. Baker Faculty Award for community 
service. In 2015, Professor Ho�man received 
the University of Houston Teaching Excellence 
Award, for clinical faculty, a University-wide 
award established by the UH Provost. In 2015, 
he was awarded the Certi�cate of Excellence 
for service to the Law Center and University. 
In 2014, Professor Ho�man received the 
American Immigration Lawyers Association 
(AILA) Elmer Fried Excellence in Teaching 
Award.

The UHLC immigration clinic under Professor 
Ho�man’s leadership was awarded the Pro 
Bono Hero Award for the Central Region by 
AILA for 2015.

CHLOE KRANE
Chloe Krane is Interfaith 
Ministries Women’s 
Empowerment Liaison 
(Refugee Services). Before 
coming to the United States, 

refugees have often experienced traumatic, 
life-threatening events. War, violence, or 
signi�cant persecution has caused them to 
leave everything they know and love. For 
women, the adjustment to a new country can 
be especially di�cult. Chloe Krane started the 
Women’s Empowerment Group Program in 
2016 in response to this with Interfaith 
Ministries of Greater Houston. The program's 

designed to prevent isolation, build 
community, and equip refugee women with 
the information or skills they need to thrive in 
their new life. Women from Syria, Iraq and 
Afghanistan are served by the program.

Prior to her current role, Krane was a TV 
producer for 10 years working for Associated 
Press (AP), Al Jazeera and BBC among others. 
Based mainly in the Middle East, she worked 
on hard news, documentaries and 
investigative programs, witnessing �rsthand 
the plight that creates refugees. She has a 
degree in Arabic Studies and moved to 
Houston eight years ago from Cambridge, 
England with her husband and two children. 

Ckrane@imgh.org

ELIZABETH M. MENDOZA
Elizabeth is a sole practitioner 
licensed by the state of Texas 
since May 1993 who practices 
exclusively immigration law. 

She is a graduate of Rice University and the 
University of Houston Law Center.

Ms. Mendoza has provided pro bono 
representation to immigrant clients of 
Catholic Charities, the YMCA International 
Services, and various local battered women's 
shelters throughout her career. She is a 
frequent speaker at immigration attorney 
training workshops, community forums 
regarding know your rights presentations, 
and, local media has interviewed Ms. 
Mendoza and her clients throughout the years 
on various immigration related topics. Ms. 
Mendoza provided pro bono assistance at 
Bush Airport in Houston, Texas after the travel 
ban was temporarily stayed to ensure 
Customs and Border Protection honored the 
stay.

Ms. Mendoza is a member of the American 
Immigration Lawyers Association AILA and 
served as co-captain of the AILA Houston 

advocacy committee and is currently AILA 
Houston EOIR liaison.  She also serves as a 
board member for the advocacy/outreach 
group Fort Bend For All. Ms. Mendoza has 
lobbied state and federal legislators in 
opposition to SB4 and in support of DACA and 
comprehensive immigration reform.  Ms. 
Mendoza is married and the mother of two 
stepsons and two daughters. Ms. Mendoza 
enjoys spending time with her family, 
cooking, traveling, gardening, playing 
badminton, and talking politics and world 
a�airs with open minded people.

SUSHAM M. MODI
Susham M. Modi received a 
B.A., magna cum laude, from 
the University of Texas at 
Arlington and a J.D. from Penn 
State Law School. He is a 

former Adjunct Professor of Law and Clinical 
Supervising Attorney at the University of 
Houston Law Center. He is the Principle 
Attorney and Partner of his �rm, The Modi 
Law Firm, PLLC. The Modi Law Firm, PLLC 
focuses exclusively on all types of 
immigration law cases. 

Prior to moving to Houston over 8 years ago, 
he taught as an Attorney Advocate at Harvard 
Law School’s Immigration and Refugee 
Clinical Program.

Professor Modi is a frequent speaker about 
immigration matters and has been a guest 
lecturer at various events, including at Rice 
University Graduate Programs' Immigration 
Law & Policy Course, Catholic Charities, Harris 
County Criminal District Court Judges, ProBar, 
Neighborhood Centers, American 
Immigration Lawyers Association (AILA) as 
well as the U.S. Citizenship and Immigration 
Services.   

Ruby L. Powers
Ruby L. Powers is founder of 
Powers Law Group, P.C., a 
Houston-based, full-service 
immigration law �rm and is 
Board Certi�ed in Immigration 

and Nationality Law.
 
She is a frequent national and international 
speaker, author, and media resource on the 
topics of immigration law and policy and law 
practice management. Her expertise and 
advocacy e�orts have been featured in the 
Washington Post, CNN, NPR, the New York 
Times, BBC World News, and beyond. She is a 
child of an immigrant and married to an 
immigrant and has lived in six countries. She 
has represented individuals from more than 
25 countries for asylum in the United States, 
a�rmatively and defensively.

In 2019, AILA published her book “Build and 
Manage Your Successful Law Practice 
(Without Losing Your Mind) and in 2020, 
Powers began providing law practice 
management consulting services with Powers 
Strategy Group, LLC. 
 
She has served as AILA’s Law Practice 
Management Committee Chair, Vice Chair for 
the Media Advocacy Committee, TX, NM, OK 
Chapter Advocacy (Co-) Liaison and various 
conference committees. She is a member of 
Rotary and serves on various boards including 
the Police O�cers' Civil Service Commission 
and the Harris County Commissioner Precinct 
2, Immigration Advisory Committee. She 
previously served on the State Bar of Texas 
Law Practice Management Committee and as 
the Houston Bar Association Law Practice 
Management Section Chair. She is a graduate 
of the University of North Carolina School of 
Law, Goldman Sachs 10,000 Small Businesses,  
Leadership Houston, and American 
Leadership Forum.  She is a former candidate 
for public o�ce and advocate for her 

immigrants and her community at large. For 
more: www.RubyPowersLaw.com and 
www.RubyPowers.com. Connect at Linkedin: 
RubyPowers.

PAUL WICKHAM SCHMIDT
Judge Schmidt was appointed 
as an Immigration Judge at 
the U.S. Immigration Court in 
Arlington, Virginia, in May 
2003 and retired from the 

bench on June 30, 2016. Prior to his 
appointment as an Immigration Judge, he 
served as a Board Member for the Board of 
Immigration Appeals, Executive O�ce for 
Immigration Review, in Falls Church, VA, since 
February 12, 1995. Judge Schmidt served as 
Board Chairman from February 12, 1995, until 
April 9, 2001, when he chose to step down as 
Chairman to adjudicate cases full-time. He 
authored the landmark decision Matter of 
Kasinga, 21 I&N Dec. 357 (BIA 1996), 
extending asylum protection to victims of 
female genital mutilation.  He received a 
Bachelor of Arts degree from Lawrence 
University in 1970 (cum laude), and a Juris 
Doctorate from the University of Wisconsin 
School of Law in 1973 (cum laude; Order of 
the Coif). While at the University of 
Wisconsin, he served as an editor of the 
Wisconsin Law Review. Judge Schmidt served 
as acting General Counsel of the former 
Immigration and Naturalization Service (INS) 
(1986-1987; 1979-1981), where he was 
instrumental in developing the rules and 
procedures to implement the Immigration 
Reform and Control Act of 1986. He also 
served as the Deputy General Counsel of INS 
for 10 years (1978-1987). He was the 
managing partner of the Washington, DC, 
o�ce of Fragomen, Del Rey & Bernsen 
(1993-95), and also practiced business 
immigration law with the Washington, DC, 
o�ce of Jones, Day, Reavis and Pogue from 
1987-92 (partner, 1990-92). Judge Schmidt 
also served as an adjunct professor of law at 

George Mason University School of Law in 
1989 and at Georgetown University Law 
Center (2012-14; 2017--). He has authored 
numerous articles on immigration law, and 
has written extensively for the American 
Immigration Lawyers Association. Judge 
Schmidt is a member of the American Bar 
Association, the Federal Bar Association, and 
the Wisconsin and District of Columbia Bars. 
Judge Schmidt was one of the founding 
members of the International Association of 
Refugee Law Judges (“IARLJ”).  

In June 2010, Judge Schmidt received the 
Lucia R. Briggs Distinguished Achievement 
Award from the Lawrence University Alumni 
Association in recognition of his notable 
career achievements in the �eld of 
immigration law. Since retiring, in addition to 
resuming his Adjunct Professor position at 
Georgetown Law, Judge Schmidt has 
established the blog 
immigrationcourtside.com, is an Americas 
Vice President of the IARLJ, serves on the 
Advisory Board of AYUDA, and assists the 
National Immigrant Justice Center/Heartland 
Alliance on various projects, as well as 
speaking, lecturing, and writing in forums 
throughout the country on contemporary 
immigration issues, due process, and U.S. 
Immigration Court reform.

ALI AL SUDANI
Ali Al Sudani was born and 
raised in Missan, Iraq and was 
resettled in Houston, TX as a 
refugee by Interfaith 
Ministries for Greater Houston 

in April 2009. He holds a Bachelor Degree in 
Mechanical Engineering from Basrah 
University, Iraq. In 2003 he started working 
with the British and coalition forces as Chief 
Translator in his home city. During this time, 
the Iraqi militia and nationalist groups began 
persecuting middle-class individuals who 

were helping coalition forces and Ali had to 
leave Iraq to Jordan.

Ali joined IM as a Reception and Placement 
Case Worker in June 2009 and in May 2010 he 
was promoted to the Director of Refugee 
Services were he served for seven years. 
Currently, Ali serves as the Chief Programs 
O�cer of Interfaith Ministries. He oversees All 
of IM’s programs including Refugee Services, 
Meals on Wheels, Interfaith Relations and 
Community Partnerships and Volunteer 
Houston. 

Prior to joining IM, he was Senior Program 
Coordinator with “People In Need”, a Czech 
based non-governmental organization. He 
became a Certi�ed Trainer in Capacity 
Building with the Czech Fundraising Center 
and administered several medical and 
Capacity Building funded projects in Iraq for 
the International Organization for Migration 
(IOM), Czech Ministry of Foreign A�airs, 
National Endowment for Democracy (NED) 
and United Nations Democracy Funds 
(UNDEF).

ROSEMARY VEGA
Rosemary Vega is a Clinical 
Lecturer with the UHLC 
Immigration Clinic.  She was 
licensed in November of 
2000.  She received her law 

degree from St. Mary’s University School of 
Law in May of 2000. She received her B.A. in 
Political Science and minor in Spanish from 
Austin College in Sherman, Texas in 1997.
Prior to being a law professor, she had her 
own law practice, and before that she was a 
partner at Tausk & Vega, where she also 
practiced Immigration law.  In 2003-2005, She 
was also the sole sta� attorney at YMCA 
International Services in Houston.  In 2000, 
Ms. Vega was the Judicial Law Clerk for seven 
(7) Immigration Judges at the Houston 
Immigration Court through the Department of 

Justice Honors Program from 2000-2001.  Her 
interest in Immigration law began in the 
International Human Rights Clinic at St. 
Mary’s Law school and has been advocating 
for immigrants since that time.  She has 
presented at many conferences for the State 
Bar of Texas and Texas AILA chapter and other 
immigration organizations.

AMANDA WATERHOUSE
Ms. Waterhouse is an 
experienced immigration 
attorney with over 13 years of 
practice in the �eld of 
immigration law. She is a 

Senior Immigration Attorney with Gonzalez 
Olivieri, LLC and supervisor of the �rm’s 
associate attorneys. She received her Juris 
Doctor from the University of Houston Law 
Center in 2006 and began practicing 
immigration law in February of 2007. Ms. 
Waterhouse is a member of the State Bar of 
Texas and has been admitted to the US 
Supreme Court, the Fifth Circuit Court of 
Appeals, and the US District of Court for the 
Southern District of Texas. She is also a 
member of the College of the State Bar of 
Texas and a frequent speaker at conferences 
for the State Bar of Texas and the American 
Immigration Lawyer’s Association. She has 
successfully represented thousands of clients 
in cases before the US Department of 
Homeland Security, the US Department of 
State, and US Citizenship & Immigration 
Services over the course of her career.

DR. ANN E. WEBB
Ann E. Webb is an attorney, a 
licensed clinical social worker, 
and a 2019 Ph.D. graduate of 
the University of Houston 
Graduate College of Social 

Work.  Dr. Webb’s research focuses on the 
intersection of social work and the law, with a 
particular interest in interdisciplinary practice 
involving social workers and lawyers, and 

immigration issues a�ecting children and 
families.  She has served as faculty on 
collaborative projects involving social work 
and law students assisting detained families 
seeking asylum and has developed a unique 
experiential learning program to engage 
social work students in practice arenas 
involving law and social work. Her scholarly 
agenda is informed by her experience as a 
lawyer and social work clinician, and by her 
role as an advocate for underserved 
populations.  As adjunct faculty at the 
University of Houston, Dr. Webb teaches 
assessment and advanced social policy, and 
has provided guest lectures to both social 
work and law students on topics relating to 
social work and the law, social work with 
immigrants and refugees, and trauma and 
secondary trauma as it impacts immigration 
law and practitioners.

SUCRE ELIZABETH 
WOODLEY
Sucre Elizabeth Woodley is a 
master level marketing, 
communications, media and 
public relations leader with 

more than 20 years of industry experience. 
Her multi-faceted professional experience 
includes a 10-year career as a marketing and 
business development leader at Henry Ford 
Health System in Detroit, Michigan and more 
than six years in a marketing and 
communications leadership role at Houston 
Methodist in Houston, Texas. Currently, Sucre 
is the director of marketing and 
communications for Interfaith Ministries for 
Greater Houston. She is laser focused on 
positioning Interfaith Ministries’ body of work 
to drive brand recognition, growth, consumer 
preference and media engagement. Sucre has 
a win-win communication style; while 
achieving optimal results, she stays focused 
on bottom line objectives. Her extensive 
professional career in non-pro�t marketing 
and communications, business development 

and health care administration is backed by 
impressive credentials. In 1994, she graduated 
from Howard University in Washington, D.C. 
with a Bachelor’s Degree in Business 
Administration. After that, she earned a 
Master’s Degree in Health Services 
Administration from The University of 
Michigan in Ann Arbor, Michigan. Sucre 
believes in giving generously of her time and 
resources to charitable and civic causes. She 
served on the Houston Northwest Chamber of 
Commerce Board from 2013 - 2019. She has 
supported myriad local fundraising and 
charitable initiatives for the American Heart 
Association, YMCA of Greater Houston and 
Houston area chambers and independent 
school districts. Sucre is a published co-author 
of IT WORKS!!! Achieving Real Estate 
Prosperity in a Troubled Economy. She has 
three sons and resides in the Houston area.
 She enjoys spending time with family and 
friends, appreciating the arts, traveling, 
reading and watching sporting events. 
swoodley@imgh.org
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LUCAS AISENBERG
Lucas is a Clinical Supervising 
Attorney in the Immigration 
Clinic at the University of 
Houston Law Center. He 
received a B.A. in Political 

Science at the University of Houston and a 
J.D. from St. Thomas University School of Law 
in Miami Gardens, Florida.

In his current position in the Immigration 
Clinic, Professor Aisenberg supervises law 
students on pro bono asylum cases and 
provides direct representation to adult 
immigrants and unaccompanied minors 
seeking asylum in the United States.

Prior to joining the Immigration Clinic, 
Professor Aisenberg was a sta� attorney at 
Catholic Charities Community Services 
Unaccompanied Minors Program in New York 
City. At Catholic Charities, he provided direct 
representation to unaccompanied minors 
detained in O�ce of Refugee Resettlement 
shelters, as well as non-detained clients in 
Immigration Court and before the New York 
and New Jersey Asylum O�ces.

JODI BERNSTEIN
Jodi Bernstein is the Vice 
President of Interfaith 
Relations and Community 
Partnerships at Interfaith 
Ministries, which unites 

people of diverse faith traditions together for 
dialogue, collaboration, and service, as a 
demonstration of our shared beliefs.  She has 
held this position since August 2017.  Prior to 
joining Interfaith Ministries, Jodi was the 
Senior Associate Regional Director for the 
Southwest Region of the Anti-Defamation 
League, a civil rights and human relations 
organization dedicated to stopping the 
defamation of the Jewish people and securing 
justice and fair treatment for all.  For the past 
35 years, Jodi has worked with people of 

di�erent faiths and backgrounds to promote 
dialogue and action to make our community 
welcoming and inclusive for all people in 
which to live, work, play and pray.  She is the 
recipient of the ADL’s Milton Senn Award for 
Professional Excellence, the Hans Mayer 
Jewish Communal Professional Award, and 
the National Diversity Council’s Jana Wilson 
Award sponsored by Capgemini NA.  Prior to 
joining ADL, Jodi worked for Covenant House, 
a shelter for teen runaways. She is a graduate 
of the University of Texas at Austin with a 
degree in Journalism and Public Relations. 
jbernstein@imgh.org

MAGALI SUÁREZ CANDLER, 
ESQ.
Magali Suárez Candler is the 
founder of Suárez Candler 
Law, PLLC. She is Board 
Certi�ed in Immigration and 

Nationality Law by the Texas Board of Legal 
Specialization and in her 31st year of legal 
practice.  
 
She began her career at Catholic Charities’ 
immigration program in Houston, where she 
was sta� then supervising attorney for over 
10 years. She was then head of litigation and 
partner at Tindall & Foster (then FosterQuan, 
now known as Foster, LLP), before opening 
her own �rm in 2014.  She is a member of the 
American Immigration Lawyers Association 
(AILA), served on the TSC and EOIR national 
liaison committees, and is currently Chair of 
the Lawyer Well-Being Committee. A former 
Chair of the Texas Chapter of AILA, she held 
other o�ces and was liaison for the Asylum 
O�ce and the Houston EOIR.  She is a 
member of the State Bar of Texas (SBOT), 
served on their Committee for Laws Relating 
to Immigration and Nationality and was V.P. 
for Asylum and Refugee Issues and later V.P. 
for Deportation and Removal for their 
Immigration Law Section. She currently serves 
on the SBOT Commission for Lawyer 

Discipline.  In 1999 the SBOT awarded her the 
J. Chrys Dougherty Legal Services Award for 
outstanding contributions guaranteeing 
indigents access to the legal system. She 
served on the Houston Bar Association (HBA) 
Gender Fairness Committee, was on the 
Advisory Board of the Tahirih Justice Center in 
Houston, Texas from its inception through 
2018, and is currently on the Advisory Board 
of the UH Law Center’s Immigration Law 
Clinic. 
 
Ms. Candler specializes in removal and 
worksite enforcement, advises corporate 
clients and individuals, criminal defense 
counsel and individuals on the immigration 
consequences of crimes, and often serves as 
an expert.  She is a frequent presenter, most 
recently for the University of Texas (UT) 2020 
Immigration Law Conference, on 
Family-Based and Removal updates.  Her 
articles include: “Worksite Enforcement in the 
ICE Age” (2007) for the UT; “Are We Safer Yet? 
The E�ects of Recent Immigration 
Legislation,” (2005) for the Hispanic National 
Bar Association; “One-Step Marriage Based 
Cases” (2013, 2014, 2015, 2016, 2017, 2018, 
2019, 2020), “Desperately Seeking to Keep My 
Family” (2015), “False Claims to Citizenship 
and Voting” (2015), “Ethical Considerations in 
Dealing with Di�cult Judges” (2016), 
“Attracting the Best Employees” (2017), 
“Issues in False Claims to Citizenship” (2018), 
and “What Every Practitioner Should Know 
about Inadmissibility and Deportability” 
(2018, 2019, 2020) for AILA National; “VAWA, 
the ‘Best Revenge’ for the Immigrant Victim 
of Domestic Violence” and “Tra�cking Victims 
Protection Act, the ‘T’ Visa,” (various 
updates), as well as an Ethics presentation 
(2006), Mock Removal Hearing with Analysis 
(2004, 2010, 2011), and presentations on the 
Immigration Consequences of Crimes (2011), 
Unlawful Presence (2012), Immigration 
Consequences of Crimes (2014), 
Humanitarian Relief (2015), and 

Developments in Removal Defense (2019) for 
the SBOT.  She mentors immigration 
attorneys, including pro bono attorneys and is 
admitted to practice in Texas, at the U.S. 
District Court, Southern District of Texas, the 
U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals (Fifth and 
Eleventh Circuits) and the Supreme Court of 
the United States, where she was co-counsel 
on a winning case in 2012 (Umer v. Holder).  
Ms. Candler received her J.D. from the 
University of Houston Law Center in 1989 and 
was licensed in 1989.

JUDGE JEFFREY S. CHASE
Judge Chase is an immigration 
lawyer in New York City.  A 
former Immigration Judge and 
Senior Legal Advisor at the 
Board of Immigration Appeals, 

he is the founder of the Round Table of 
Former Immigration Judges, which was 
awarded AILA’s 2019 Advocacy Award.  He is 
also a past recipient of AILA’s Pro Bono Award 
and sits on the Board of Directors of the 
Association of Deportation Defense Attorneys 
and Central American Legal Assistance 
(CALA).  Je� has also been involved with 
immigration law-related theater and video 
projects.  His blog on immigration law can be 
found at Je�reyschase.com.

MARTIN B. COMINSKY 
Martin B. Cominsky has been 
the President and CEO of 
Interfaith Ministries for 
Greater Houston, a United 
Way agency, since 2015.  IM 

collaborates with Houston’s faith community 
to feed and care for 4,400 homebound 
seniors through its Meals on Wheels for 
Greater Houston program; resettles hundreds 
of refugees from war-torn countries; and 
fosters youth and community dialogue 
between and among religions. IM also 
operates Volunteer Houston, a Points of Light 
a�liate, which matches people with their 

passions at area non-pro�t organizations with 
a registry of over 100,000 volunteers. He 
leads a $17 million nonpro�t agency with 172 
employees.

Previously, Martin served as the Director of 
the Southwest Region of the Anti-Defamation 
League, which is headquartered in Houston.  
Martin was responsible for directing the 
League’s e�orts to combat prejudice, hate 
and anti-Semitism in this dynamic region.  At 
ADL, Martin developed the school-focused No 
Place for Hate® program, which now engages 
and recognizes more than 300 schools in the 
region in the e�ort to create K-12 campuses 
that emphasize respect for diversity and 
inclusion.  

Prior to joining the ADL in 1999, Martin 
founded the SERVE HOUSTON YOUTH CORPS, 
which was an AmeriCorps program that 
recruited high school graduates to serve as 
tutors and mentors to students in 
under-resourced schools.  Serve Houston 
received Daily Points of Light Award #1112 for 
its creative national service work.

In the past, Martin served as the National 
Director of the Business Volunteers for the 
Arts program, headquartered in New York 
City, bringing together the expertise of 
corporate executives with nonpro�t arts 
organizations.  Martin also served as the 
Assistant to the President of the University of 
Houston.

Martin has a B.A. from the University of 
Houston in Journalism, graduating with 
membership in the UH Honors College, and 
earned his M.B.A. from Southern Methodist 
University.  He participated in Class XXV of 
the American Leadership Forum. He is Past 
Chair of the University of Houston Honors 
College Advisory Board and is Vice Chair at 
the Meals on Wheels Association of Texas. 
Martin was also named as a Most Admired 

CEO in 2018 by the Houston Business Journal. 

Martin graduated in 1976 as a Pasadena High 
School Eagle.  He had many happy times 
serving as Junior and Senior Class President 
and was named Mr. Pasadena High School. He 
received the Pasadena Independent School 
District Distinguished Alumnus Award of the 
Year in 2003 and the Pasadena High School 
Hall of Fame award in 2015.
 
He is married to Terry and is the proud father 
of twins.

GEOFFREY A. HOFFMAN
Professor Ho�man specializes 
in immigration-related federal 
court litigation, deportation 
defense, asylum cases, and 
appeals before the Board of 

Immigration Appeals. He has represented 
numerous immigrants in a variety of settings 
including before the Executive O�ce for 
Immigration Review, Department of 
Homeland Security, and in the federal courts. 
Professor Ho�man served as co-counsel 
before the Supreme Court of the United 
States in the precedent-setting immigration 
case, Carachuri-Rosendov.Holder.

Professor Ho�man is a frequent commentator 
on immigration law and policy. He has been 
quoted in the New York Times, Wall Street 
Journal, Time, Mother Jones, Reuters, 
Bloomberg News, Houston Chronicle, among 
other outlets. He has published articles in the 
following representative law reviews, 
Maryland Journal of International Law, Journal 
of Gender, Race, and Justice at the University 
of Iowa, Houston J. of Int’l Law-Sidebar, 
Houston Law Review-Online, Nova Law 
Review, Loyola L.A. Int’l and Comparative L.J. 
He also has published pieces in Salon.com, 
Jurist, Immigration Professor’s Blog, Lexis 
Nexis Immigration Legal News, Notice and 
Comment, a blog from the Yale Journal on 

Regulation, among other venues.

Prior to joining the Clinic, he practiced 
immigration law at Kurzban Kurzban Weinger 
& Tetzeli, P.A. in Miami, Florida. Previously, he 
taught at the University of Illinois, Tulane Law 
School and the University of Miami. In 
addition to his practice and teaching 
experience, Professor Ho�man served as a 
judicial law clerk for the Honorable Paul V. 
Gadola, U.S. District Court for the Eastern 
District of Michigan for a two-year term.

In 2016, Professor Ho�man received the Ethel 
M. Baker Faculty Award for community 
service. In 2015, Professor Ho�man received 
the University of Houston Teaching Excellence 
Award, for clinical faculty, a University-wide 
award established by the UH Provost. In 2015, 
he was awarded the Certi�cate of Excellence 
for service to the Law Center and University. 
In 2014, Professor Ho�man received the 
American Immigration Lawyers Association 
(AILA) Elmer Fried Excellence in Teaching 
Award.

The UHLC immigration clinic under Professor 
Ho�man’s leadership was awarded the Pro 
Bono Hero Award for the Central Region by 
AILA for 2015.

CHLOE KRANE
Chloe Krane is Interfaith 
Ministries Women’s 
Empowerment Liaison 
(Refugee Services). Before 
coming to the United States, 

refugees have often experienced traumatic, 
life-threatening events. War, violence, or 
signi�cant persecution has caused them to 
leave everything they know and love. For 
women, the adjustment to a new country can 
be especially di�cult. Chloe Krane started the 
Women’s Empowerment Group Program in 
2016 in response to this with Interfaith 
Ministries of Greater Houston. The program's 

designed to prevent isolation, build 
community, and equip refugee women with 
the information or skills they need to thrive in 
their new life. Women from Syria, Iraq and 
Afghanistan are served by the program.

Prior to her current role, Krane was a TV 
producer for 10 years working for Associated 
Press (AP), Al Jazeera and BBC among others. 
Based mainly in the Middle East, she worked 
on hard news, documentaries and 
investigative programs, witnessing �rsthand 
the plight that creates refugees. She has a 
degree in Arabic Studies and moved to 
Houston eight years ago from Cambridge, 
England with her husband and two children. 

Ckrane@imgh.org

ELIZABETH M. MENDOZA
Elizabeth is a sole practitioner 
licensed by the state of Texas 
since May 1993 who practices 
exclusively immigration law. 

She is a graduate of Rice University and the 
University of Houston Law Center.

Ms. Mendoza has provided pro bono 
representation to immigrant clients of 
Catholic Charities, the YMCA International 
Services, and various local battered women's 
shelters throughout her career. She is a 
frequent speaker at immigration attorney 
training workshops, community forums 
regarding know your rights presentations, 
and, local media has interviewed Ms. 
Mendoza and her clients throughout the years 
on various immigration related topics. Ms. 
Mendoza provided pro bono assistance at 
Bush Airport in Houston, Texas after the travel 
ban was temporarily stayed to ensure 
Customs and Border Protection honored the 
stay.

Ms. Mendoza is a member of the American 
Immigration Lawyers Association AILA and 
served as co-captain of the AILA Houston 

advocacy committee and is currently AILA 
Houston EOIR liaison.  She also serves as a 
board member for the advocacy/outreach 
group Fort Bend For All. Ms. Mendoza has 
lobbied state and federal legislators in 
opposition to SB4 and in support of DACA and 
comprehensive immigration reform.  Ms. 
Mendoza is married and the mother of two 
stepsons and two daughters. Ms. Mendoza 
enjoys spending time with her family, 
cooking, traveling, gardening, playing 
badminton, and talking politics and world 
a�airs with open minded people.

SUSHAM M. MODI
Susham M. Modi received a 
B.A., magna cum laude, from 
the University of Texas at 
Arlington and a J.D. from Penn 
State Law School. He is a 

former Adjunct Professor of Law and Clinical 
Supervising Attorney at the University of 
Houston Law Center. He is the Principle 
Attorney and Partner of his �rm, The Modi 
Law Firm, PLLC. The Modi Law Firm, PLLC 
focuses exclusively on all types of 
immigration law cases. 

Prior to moving to Houston over 8 years ago, 
he taught as an Attorney Advocate at Harvard 
Law School’s Immigration and Refugee 
Clinical Program.

Professor Modi is a frequent speaker about 
immigration matters and has been a guest 
lecturer at various events, including at Rice 
University Graduate Programs' Immigration 
Law & Policy Course, Catholic Charities, Harris 
County Criminal District Court Judges, ProBar, 
Neighborhood Centers, American 
Immigration Lawyers Association (AILA) as 
well as the U.S. Citizenship and Immigration 
Services.   

Ruby L. Powers
Ruby L. Powers is founder of 
Powers Law Group, P.C., a 
Houston-based, full-service 
immigration law �rm and is 
Board Certi�ed in Immigration 

and Nationality Law.
 
She is a frequent national and international 
speaker, author, and media resource on the 
topics of immigration law and policy and law 
practice management. Her expertise and 
advocacy e�orts have been featured in the 
Washington Post, CNN, NPR, the New York 
Times, BBC World News, and beyond. She is a 
child of an immigrant and married to an 
immigrant and has lived in six countries. She 
has represented individuals from more than 
25 countries for asylum in the United States, 
a�rmatively and defensively.

In 2019, AILA published her book “Build and 
Manage Your Successful Law Practice 
(Without Losing Your Mind) and in 2020, 
Powers began providing law practice 
management consulting services with Powers 
Strategy Group, LLC. 
 
She has served as AILA’s Law Practice 
Management Committee Chair, Vice Chair for 
the Media Advocacy Committee, TX, NM, OK 
Chapter Advocacy (Co-) Liaison and various 
conference committees. She is a member of 
Rotary and serves on various boards including 
the Police O�cers' Civil Service Commission 
and the Harris County Commissioner Precinct 
2, Immigration Advisory Committee. She 
previously served on the State Bar of Texas 
Law Practice Management Committee and as 
the Houston Bar Association Law Practice 
Management Section Chair. She is a graduate 
of the University of North Carolina School of 
Law, Goldman Sachs 10,000 Small Businesses,  
Leadership Houston, and American 
Leadership Forum.  She is a former candidate 
for public o�ce and advocate for her 

immigrants and her community at large. For 
more: www.RubyPowersLaw.com and 
www.RubyPowers.com. Connect at Linkedin: 
RubyPowers.

PAUL WICKHAM SCHMIDT
Judge Schmidt was appointed 
as an Immigration Judge at 
the U.S. Immigration Court in 
Arlington, Virginia, in May 
2003 and retired from the 

bench on June 30, 2016. Prior to his 
appointment as an Immigration Judge, he 
served as a Board Member for the Board of 
Immigration Appeals, Executive O�ce for 
Immigration Review, in Falls Church, VA, since 
February 12, 1995. Judge Schmidt served as 
Board Chairman from February 12, 1995, until 
April 9, 2001, when he chose to step down as 
Chairman to adjudicate cases full-time. He 
authored the landmark decision Matter of 
Kasinga, 21 I&N Dec. 357 (BIA 1996), 
extending asylum protection to victims of 
female genital mutilation.  He received a 
Bachelor of Arts degree from Lawrence 
University in 1970 (cum laude), and a Juris 
Doctorate from the University of Wisconsin 
School of Law in 1973 (cum laude; Order of 
the Coif). While at the University of 
Wisconsin, he served as an editor of the 
Wisconsin Law Review. Judge Schmidt served 
as acting General Counsel of the former 
Immigration and Naturalization Service (INS) 
(1986-1987; 1979-1981), where he was 
instrumental in developing the rules and 
procedures to implement the Immigration 
Reform and Control Act of 1986. He also 
served as the Deputy General Counsel of INS 
for 10 years (1978-1987). He was the 
managing partner of the Washington, DC, 
o�ce of Fragomen, Del Rey & Bernsen 
(1993-95), and also practiced business 
immigration law with the Washington, DC, 
o�ce of Jones, Day, Reavis and Pogue from 
1987-92 (partner, 1990-92). Judge Schmidt 
also served as an adjunct professor of law at 

George Mason University School of Law in 
1989 and at Georgetown University Law 
Center (2012-14; 2017--). He has authored 
numerous articles on immigration law, and 
has written extensively for the American 
Immigration Lawyers Association. Judge 
Schmidt is a member of the American Bar 
Association, the Federal Bar Association, and 
the Wisconsin and District of Columbia Bars. 
Judge Schmidt was one of the founding 
members of the International Association of 
Refugee Law Judges (“IARLJ”).  

In June 2010, Judge Schmidt received the 
Lucia R. Briggs Distinguished Achievement 
Award from the Lawrence University Alumni 
Association in recognition of his notable 
career achievements in the �eld of 
immigration law. Since retiring, in addition to 
resuming his Adjunct Professor position at 
Georgetown Law, Judge Schmidt has 
established the blog 
immigrationcourtside.com, is an Americas 
Vice President of the IARLJ, serves on the 
Advisory Board of AYUDA, and assists the 
National Immigrant Justice Center/Heartland 
Alliance on various projects, as well as 
speaking, lecturing, and writing in forums 
throughout the country on contemporary 
immigration issues, due process, and U.S. 
Immigration Court reform.

ALI AL SUDANI
Ali Al Sudani was born and 
raised in Missan, Iraq and was 
resettled in Houston, TX as a 
refugee by Interfaith 
Ministries for Greater Houston 

in April 2009. He holds a Bachelor Degree in 
Mechanical Engineering from Basrah 
University, Iraq. In 2003 he started working 
with the British and coalition forces as Chief 
Translator in his home city. During this time, 
the Iraqi militia and nationalist groups began 
persecuting middle-class individuals who 

were helping coalition forces and Ali had to 
leave Iraq to Jordan.

Ali joined IM as a Reception and Placement 
Case Worker in June 2009 and in May 2010 he 
was promoted to the Director of Refugee 
Services were he served for seven years. 
Currently, Ali serves as the Chief Programs 
O�cer of Interfaith Ministries. He oversees All 
of IM’s programs including Refugee Services, 
Meals on Wheels, Interfaith Relations and 
Community Partnerships and Volunteer 
Houston. 

Prior to joining IM, he was Senior Program 
Coordinator with “People In Need”, a Czech 
based non-governmental organization. He 
became a Certi�ed Trainer in Capacity 
Building with the Czech Fundraising Center 
and administered several medical and 
Capacity Building funded projects in Iraq for 
the International Organization for Migration 
(IOM), Czech Ministry of Foreign A�airs, 
National Endowment for Democracy (NED) 
and United Nations Democracy Funds 
(UNDEF).

ROSEMARY VEGA
Rosemary Vega is a Clinical 
Lecturer with the UHLC 
Immigration Clinic.  She was 
licensed in November of 
2000.  She received her law 

degree from St. Mary’s University School of 
Law in May of 2000. She received her B.A. in 
Political Science and minor in Spanish from 
Austin College in Sherman, Texas in 1997.
Prior to being a law professor, she had her 
own law practice, and before that she was a 
partner at Tausk & Vega, where she also 
practiced Immigration law.  In 2003-2005, She 
was also the sole sta� attorney at YMCA 
International Services in Houston.  In 2000, 
Ms. Vega was the Judicial Law Clerk for seven 
(7) Immigration Judges at the Houston 
Immigration Court through the Department of 

Justice Honors Program from 2000-2001.  Her 
interest in Immigration law began in the 
International Human Rights Clinic at St. 
Mary’s Law school and has been advocating 
for immigrants since that time.  She has 
presented at many conferences for the State 
Bar of Texas and Texas AILA chapter and other 
immigration organizations.

AMANDA WATERHOUSE
Ms. Waterhouse is an 
experienced immigration 
attorney with over 13 years of 
practice in the �eld of 
immigration law. She is a 

Senior Immigration Attorney with Gonzalez 
Olivieri, LLC and supervisor of the �rm’s 
associate attorneys. She received her Juris 
Doctor from the University of Houston Law 
Center in 2006 and began practicing 
immigration law in February of 2007. Ms. 
Waterhouse is a member of the State Bar of 
Texas and has been admitted to the US 
Supreme Court, the Fifth Circuit Court of 
Appeals, and the US District of Court for the 
Southern District of Texas. She is also a 
member of the College of the State Bar of 
Texas and a frequent speaker at conferences 
for the State Bar of Texas and the American 
Immigration Lawyer’s Association. She has 
successfully represented thousands of clients 
in cases before the US Department of 
Homeland Security, the US Department of 
State, and US Citizenship & Immigration 
Services over the course of her career.

DR. ANN E. WEBB
Ann E. Webb is an attorney, a 
licensed clinical social worker, 
and a 2019 Ph.D. graduate of 
the University of Houston 
Graduate College of Social 

Work.  Dr. Webb’s research focuses on the 
intersection of social work and the law, with a 
particular interest in interdisciplinary practice 
involving social workers and lawyers, and 

immigration issues a�ecting children and 
families.  She has served as faculty on 
collaborative projects involving social work 
and law students assisting detained families 
seeking asylum and has developed a unique 
experiential learning program to engage 
social work students in practice arenas 
involving law and social work. Her scholarly 
agenda is informed by her experience as a 
lawyer and social work clinician, and by her 
role as an advocate for underserved 
populations.  As adjunct faculty at the 
University of Houston, Dr. Webb teaches 
assessment and advanced social policy, and 
has provided guest lectures to both social 
work and law students on topics relating to 
social work and the law, social work with 
immigrants and refugees, and trauma and 
secondary trauma as it impacts immigration 
law and practitioners.

SUCRE ELIZABETH 
WOODLEY
Sucre Elizabeth Woodley is a 
master level marketing, 
communications, media and 
public relations leader with 

more than 20 years of industry experience. 
Her multi-faceted professional experience 
includes a 10-year career as a marketing and 
business development leader at Henry Ford 
Health System in Detroit, Michigan and more 
than six years in a marketing and 
communications leadership role at Houston 
Methodist in Houston, Texas. Currently, Sucre 
is the director of marketing and 
communications for Interfaith Ministries for 
Greater Houston. She is laser focused on 
positioning Interfaith Ministries’ body of work 
to drive brand recognition, growth, consumer 
preference and media engagement. Sucre has 
a win-win communication style; while 
achieving optimal results, she stays focused 
on bottom line objectives. Her extensive 
professional career in non-pro�t marketing 
and communications, business development 

and health care administration is backed by 
impressive credentials. In 1994, she graduated 
from Howard University in Washington, D.C. 
with a Bachelor’s Degree in Business 
Administration. After that, she earned a 
Master’s Degree in Health Services 
Administration from The University of 
Michigan in Ann Arbor, Michigan. Sucre 
believes in giving generously of her time and 
resources to charitable and civic causes. She 
served on the Houston Northwest Chamber of 
Commerce Board from 2013 - 2019. She has 
supported myriad local fundraising and 
charitable initiatives for the American Heart 
Association, YMCA of Greater Houston and 
Houston area chambers and independent 
school districts. Sucre is a published co-author 
of IT WORKS!!! Achieving Real Estate 
Prosperity in a Troubled Economy. She has 
three sons and resides in the Houston area.
 She enjoys spending time with family and 
friends, appreciating the arts, traveling, 
reading and watching sporting events. 
swoodley@imgh.org
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LUCAS AISENBERG
Lucas is a Clinical Supervising 
Attorney in the Immigration 
Clinic at the University of 
Houston Law Center. He 
received a B.A. in Political 

Science at the University of Houston and a 
J.D. from St. Thomas University School of Law 
in Miami Gardens, Florida.

In his current position in the Immigration 
Clinic, Professor Aisenberg supervises law 
students on pro bono asylum cases and 
provides direct representation to adult 
immigrants and unaccompanied minors 
seeking asylum in the United States.

Prior to joining the Immigration Clinic, 
Professor Aisenberg was a sta� attorney at 
Catholic Charities Community Services 
Unaccompanied Minors Program in New York 
City. At Catholic Charities, he provided direct 
representation to unaccompanied minors 
detained in O�ce of Refugee Resettlement 
shelters, as well as non-detained clients in 
Immigration Court and before the New York 
and New Jersey Asylum O�ces.

JODI BERNSTEIN
Jodi Bernstein is the Vice 
President of Interfaith 
Relations and Community 
Partnerships at Interfaith 
Ministries, which unites 

people of diverse faith traditions together for 
dialogue, collaboration, and service, as a 
demonstration of our shared beliefs.  She has 
held this position since August 2017.  Prior to 
joining Interfaith Ministries, Jodi was the 
Senior Associate Regional Director for the 
Southwest Region of the Anti-Defamation 
League, a civil rights and human relations 
organization dedicated to stopping the 
defamation of the Jewish people and securing 
justice and fair treatment for all.  For the past 
35 years, Jodi has worked with people of 

di�erent faiths and backgrounds to promote 
dialogue and action to make our community 
welcoming and inclusive for all people in 
which to live, work, play and pray.  She is the 
recipient of the ADL’s Milton Senn Award for 
Professional Excellence, the Hans Mayer 
Jewish Communal Professional Award, and 
the National Diversity Council’s Jana Wilson 
Award sponsored by Capgemini NA.  Prior to 
joining ADL, Jodi worked for Covenant House, 
a shelter for teen runaways. She is a graduate 
of the University of Texas at Austin with a 
degree in Journalism and Public Relations. 
jbernstein@imgh.org

MAGALI SUÁREZ CANDLER, 
ESQ.
Magali Suárez Candler is the 
founder of Suárez Candler 
Law, PLLC. She is Board 
Certi�ed in Immigration and 

Nationality Law by the Texas Board of Legal 
Specialization and in her 31st year of legal 
practice.  
 
She began her career at Catholic Charities’ 
immigration program in Houston, where she 
was sta� then supervising attorney for over 
10 years. She was then head of litigation and 
partner at Tindall & Foster (then FosterQuan, 
now known as Foster, LLP), before opening 
her own �rm in 2014.  She is a member of the 
American Immigration Lawyers Association 
(AILA), served on the TSC and EOIR national 
liaison committees, and is currently Chair of 
the Lawyer Well-Being Committee. A former 
Chair of the Texas Chapter of AILA, she held 
other o�ces and was liaison for the Asylum 
O�ce and the Houston EOIR.  She is a 
member of the State Bar of Texas (SBOT), 
served on their Committee for Laws Relating 
to Immigration and Nationality and was V.P. 
for Asylum and Refugee Issues and later V.P. 
for Deportation and Removal for their 
Immigration Law Section. She currently serves 
on the SBOT Commission for Lawyer 

Discipline.  In 1999 the SBOT awarded her the 
J. Chrys Dougherty Legal Services Award for 
outstanding contributions guaranteeing 
indigents access to the legal system. She 
served on the Houston Bar Association (HBA) 
Gender Fairness Committee, was on the 
Advisory Board of the Tahirih Justice Center in 
Houston, Texas from its inception through 
2018, and is currently on the Advisory Board 
of the UH Law Center’s Immigration Law 
Clinic. 
 
Ms. Candler specializes in removal and 
worksite enforcement, advises corporate 
clients and individuals, criminal defense 
counsel and individuals on the immigration 
consequences of crimes, and often serves as 
an expert.  She is a frequent presenter, most 
recently for the University of Texas (UT) 2020 
Immigration Law Conference, on 
Family-Based and Removal updates.  Her 
articles include: “Worksite Enforcement in the 
ICE Age” (2007) for the UT; “Are We Safer Yet? 
The E�ects of Recent Immigration 
Legislation,” (2005) for the Hispanic National 
Bar Association; “One-Step Marriage Based 
Cases” (2013, 2014, 2015, 2016, 2017, 2018, 
2019, 2020), “Desperately Seeking to Keep My 
Family” (2015), “False Claims to Citizenship 
and Voting” (2015), “Ethical Considerations in 
Dealing with Di�cult Judges” (2016), 
“Attracting the Best Employees” (2017), 
“Issues in False Claims to Citizenship” (2018), 
and “What Every Practitioner Should Know 
about Inadmissibility and Deportability” 
(2018, 2019, 2020) for AILA National; “VAWA, 
the ‘Best Revenge’ for the Immigrant Victim 
of Domestic Violence” and “Tra�cking Victims 
Protection Act, the ‘T’ Visa,” (various 
updates), as well as an Ethics presentation 
(2006), Mock Removal Hearing with Analysis 
(2004, 2010, 2011), and presentations on the 
Immigration Consequences of Crimes (2011), 
Unlawful Presence (2012), Immigration 
Consequences of Crimes (2014), 
Humanitarian Relief (2015), and 

Developments in Removal Defense (2019) for 
the SBOT.  She mentors immigration 
attorneys, including pro bono attorneys and is 
admitted to practice in Texas, at the U.S. 
District Court, Southern District of Texas, the 
U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals (Fifth and 
Eleventh Circuits) and the Supreme Court of 
the United States, where she was co-counsel 
on a winning case in 2012 (Umer v. Holder).  
Ms. Candler received her J.D. from the 
University of Houston Law Center in 1989 and 
was licensed in 1989.

JUDGE JEFFREY S. CHASE
Judge Chase is an immigration 
lawyer in New York City.  A 
former Immigration Judge and 
Senior Legal Advisor at the 
Board of Immigration Appeals, 

he is the founder of the Round Table of 
Former Immigration Judges, which was 
awarded AILA’s 2019 Advocacy Award.  He is 
also a past recipient of AILA’s Pro Bono Award 
and sits on the Board of Directors of the 
Association of Deportation Defense Attorneys 
and Central American Legal Assistance 
(CALA).  Je� has also been involved with 
immigration law-related theater and video 
projects.  His blog on immigration law can be 
found at Je�reyschase.com.

MARTIN B. COMINSKY 
Martin B. Cominsky has been 
the President and CEO of 
Interfaith Ministries for 
Greater Houston, a United 
Way agency, since 2015.  IM 

collaborates with Houston’s faith community 
to feed and care for 4,400 homebound 
seniors through its Meals on Wheels for 
Greater Houston program; resettles hundreds 
of refugees from war-torn countries; and 
fosters youth and community dialogue 
between and among religions. IM also 
operates Volunteer Houston, a Points of Light 
a�liate, which matches people with their 

passions at area non-pro�t organizations with 
a registry of over 100,000 volunteers. He 
leads a $17 million nonpro�t agency with 172 
employees.

Previously, Martin served as the Director of 
the Southwest Region of the Anti-Defamation 
League, which is headquartered in Houston.  
Martin was responsible for directing the 
League’s e�orts to combat prejudice, hate 
and anti-Semitism in this dynamic region.  At 
ADL, Martin developed the school-focused No 
Place for Hate® program, which now engages 
and recognizes more than 300 schools in the 
region in the e�ort to create K-12 campuses 
that emphasize respect for diversity and 
inclusion.  

Prior to joining the ADL in 1999, Martin 
founded the SERVE HOUSTON YOUTH CORPS, 
which was an AmeriCorps program that 
recruited high school graduates to serve as 
tutors and mentors to students in 
under-resourced schools.  Serve Houston 
received Daily Points of Light Award #1112 for 
its creative national service work.

In the past, Martin served as the National 
Director of the Business Volunteers for the 
Arts program, headquartered in New York 
City, bringing together the expertise of 
corporate executives with nonpro�t arts 
organizations.  Martin also served as the 
Assistant to the President of the University of 
Houston.

Martin has a B.A. from the University of 
Houston in Journalism, graduating with 
membership in the UH Honors College, and 
earned his M.B.A. from Southern Methodist 
University.  He participated in Class XXV of 
the American Leadership Forum. He is Past 
Chair of the University of Houston Honors 
College Advisory Board and is Vice Chair at 
the Meals on Wheels Association of Texas. 
Martin was also named as a Most Admired 

CEO in 2018 by the Houston Business Journal. 

Martin graduated in 1976 as a Pasadena High 
School Eagle.  He had many happy times 
serving as Junior and Senior Class President 
and was named Mr. Pasadena High School. He 
received the Pasadena Independent School 
District Distinguished Alumnus Award of the 
Year in 2003 and the Pasadena High School 
Hall of Fame award in 2015.
 
He is married to Terry and is the proud father 
of twins.

GEOFFREY A. HOFFMAN
Professor Ho�man specializes 
in immigration-related federal 
court litigation, deportation 
defense, asylum cases, and 
appeals before the Board of 

Immigration Appeals. He has represented 
numerous immigrants in a variety of settings 
including before the Executive O�ce for 
Immigration Review, Department of 
Homeland Security, and in the federal courts. 
Professor Ho�man served as co-counsel 
before the Supreme Court of the United 
States in the precedent-setting immigration 
case, Carachuri-Rosendov.Holder.

Professor Ho�man is a frequent commentator 
on immigration law and policy. He has been 
quoted in the New York Times, Wall Street 
Journal, Time, Mother Jones, Reuters, 
Bloomberg News, Houston Chronicle, among 
other outlets. He has published articles in the 
following representative law reviews, 
Maryland Journal of International Law, Journal 
of Gender, Race, and Justice at the University 
of Iowa, Houston J. of Int’l Law-Sidebar, 
Houston Law Review-Online, Nova Law 
Review, Loyola L.A. Int’l and Comparative L.J. 
He also has published pieces in Salon.com, 
Jurist, Immigration Professor’s Blog, Lexis 
Nexis Immigration Legal News, Notice and 
Comment, a blog from the Yale Journal on 

Regulation, among other venues.

Prior to joining the Clinic, he practiced 
immigration law at Kurzban Kurzban Weinger 
& Tetzeli, P.A. in Miami, Florida. Previously, he 
taught at the University of Illinois, Tulane Law 
School and the University of Miami. In 
addition to his practice and teaching 
experience, Professor Ho�man served as a 
judicial law clerk for the Honorable Paul V. 
Gadola, U.S. District Court for the Eastern 
District of Michigan for a two-year term.

In 2016, Professor Ho�man received the Ethel 
M. Baker Faculty Award for community 
service. In 2015, Professor Ho�man received 
the University of Houston Teaching Excellence 
Award, for clinical faculty, a University-wide 
award established by the UH Provost. In 2015, 
he was awarded the Certi�cate of Excellence 
for service to the Law Center and University. 
In 2014, Professor Ho�man received the 
American Immigration Lawyers Association 
(AILA) Elmer Fried Excellence in Teaching 
Award.

The UHLC immigration clinic under Professor 
Ho�man’s leadership was awarded the Pro 
Bono Hero Award for the Central Region by 
AILA for 2015.

CHLOE KRANE
Chloe Krane is Interfaith 
Ministries Women’s 
Empowerment Liaison 
(Refugee Services). Before 
coming to the United States, 

refugees have often experienced traumatic, 
life-threatening events. War, violence, or 
signi�cant persecution has caused them to 
leave everything they know and love. For 
women, the adjustment to a new country can 
be especially di�cult. Chloe Krane started the 
Women’s Empowerment Group Program in 
2016 in response to this with Interfaith 
Ministries of Greater Houston. The program's 

designed to prevent isolation, build 
community, and equip refugee women with 
the information or skills they need to thrive in 
their new life. Women from Syria, Iraq and 
Afghanistan are served by the program.

Prior to her current role, Krane was a TV 
producer for 10 years working for Associated 
Press (AP), Al Jazeera and BBC among others. 
Based mainly in the Middle East, she worked 
on hard news, documentaries and 
investigative programs, witnessing �rsthand 
the plight that creates refugees. She has a 
degree in Arabic Studies and moved to 
Houston eight years ago from Cambridge, 
England with her husband and two children. 

Ckrane@imgh.org

ELIZABETH M. MENDOZA
Elizabeth is a sole practitioner 
licensed by the state of Texas 
since May 1993 who practices 
exclusively immigration law. 

She is a graduate of Rice University and the 
University of Houston Law Center.

Ms. Mendoza has provided pro bono 
representation to immigrant clients of 
Catholic Charities, the YMCA International 
Services, and various local battered women's 
shelters throughout her career. She is a 
frequent speaker at immigration attorney 
training workshops, community forums 
regarding know your rights presentations, 
and, local media has interviewed Ms. 
Mendoza and her clients throughout the years 
on various immigration related topics. Ms. 
Mendoza provided pro bono assistance at 
Bush Airport in Houston, Texas after the travel 
ban was temporarily stayed to ensure 
Customs and Border Protection honored the 
stay.

Ms. Mendoza is a member of the American 
Immigration Lawyers Association AILA and 
served as co-captain of the AILA Houston 

advocacy committee and is currently AILA 
Houston EOIR liaison.  She also serves as a 
board member for the advocacy/outreach 
group Fort Bend For All. Ms. Mendoza has 
lobbied state and federal legislators in 
opposition to SB4 and in support of DACA and 
comprehensive immigration reform.  Ms. 
Mendoza is married and the mother of two 
stepsons and two daughters. Ms. Mendoza 
enjoys spending time with her family, 
cooking, traveling, gardening, playing 
badminton, and talking politics and world 
a�airs with open minded people.

SUSHAM M. MODI
Susham M. Modi received a 
B.A., magna cum laude, from 
the University of Texas at 
Arlington and a J.D. from Penn 
State Law School. He is a 

former Adjunct Professor of Law and Clinical 
Supervising Attorney at the University of 
Houston Law Center. He is the Principle 
Attorney and Partner of his �rm, The Modi 
Law Firm, PLLC. The Modi Law Firm, PLLC 
focuses exclusively on all types of 
immigration law cases. 

Prior to moving to Houston over 8 years ago, 
he taught as an Attorney Advocate at Harvard 
Law School’s Immigration and Refugee 
Clinical Program.

Professor Modi is a frequent speaker about 
immigration matters and has been a guest 
lecturer at various events, including at Rice 
University Graduate Programs' Immigration 
Law & Policy Course, Catholic Charities, Harris 
County Criminal District Court Judges, ProBar, 
Neighborhood Centers, American 
Immigration Lawyers Association (AILA) as 
well as the U.S. Citizenship and Immigration 
Services.   

Ruby L. Powers
Ruby L. Powers is founder of 
Powers Law Group, P.C., a 
Houston-based, full-service 
immigration law �rm and is 
Board Certi�ed in Immigration 

and Nationality Law.
 
She is a frequent national and international 
speaker, author, and media resource on the 
topics of immigration law and policy and law 
practice management. Her expertise and 
advocacy e�orts have been featured in the 
Washington Post, CNN, NPR, the New York 
Times, BBC World News, and beyond. She is a 
child of an immigrant and married to an 
immigrant and has lived in six countries. She 
has represented individuals from more than 
25 countries for asylum in the United States, 
a�rmatively and defensively.

In 2019, AILA published her book “Build and 
Manage Your Successful Law Practice 
(Without Losing Your Mind) and in 2020, 
Powers began providing law practice 
management consulting services with Powers 
Strategy Group, LLC. 
 
She has served as AILA’s Law Practice 
Management Committee Chair, Vice Chair for 
the Media Advocacy Committee, TX, NM, OK 
Chapter Advocacy (Co-) Liaison and various 
conference committees. She is a member of 
Rotary and serves on various boards including 
the Police O�cers' Civil Service Commission 
and the Harris County Commissioner Precinct 
2, Immigration Advisory Committee. She 
previously served on the State Bar of Texas 
Law Practice Management Committee and as 
the Houston Bar Association Law Practice 
Management Section Chair. She is a graduate 
of the University of North Carolina School of 
Law, Goldman Sachs 10,000 Small Businesses,  
Leadership Houston, and American 
Leadership Forum.  She is a former candidate 
for public o�ce and advocate for her 

immigrants and her community at large. For 
more: www.RubyPowersLaw.com and 
www.RubyPowers.com. Connect at Linkedin: 
RubyPowers.

PAUL WICKHAM SCHMIDT
Judge Schmidt was appointed 
as an Immigration Judge at 
the U.S. Immigration Court in 
Arlington, Virginia, in May 
2003 and retired from the 

bench on June 30, 2016. Prior to his 
appointment as an Immigration Judge, he 
served as a Board Member for the Board of 
Immigration Appeals, Executive O�ce for 
Immigration Review, in Falls Church, VA, since 
February 12, 1995. Judge Schmidt served as 
Board Chairman from February 12, 1995, until 
April 9, 2001, when he chose to step down as 
Chairman to adjudicate cases full-time. He 
authored the landmark decision Matter of 
Kasinga, 21 I&N Dec. 357 (BIA 1996), 
extending asylum protection to victims of 
female genital mutilation.  He received a 
Bachelor of Arts degree from Lawrence 
University in 1970 (cum laude), and a Juris 
Doctorate from the University of Wisconsin 
School of Law in 1973 (cum laude; Order of 
the Coif). While at the University of 
Wisconsin, he served as an editor of the 
Wisconsin Law Review. Judge Schmidt served 
as acting General Counsel of the former 
Immigration and Naturalization Service (INS) 
(1986-1987; 1979-1981), where he was 
instrumental in developing the rules and 
procedures to implement the Immigration 
Reform and Control Act of 1986. He also 
served as the Deputy General Counsel of INS 
for 10 years (1978-1987). He was the 
managing partner of the Washington, DC, 
o�ce of Fragomen, Del Rey & Bernsen 
(1993-95), and also practiced business 
immigration law with the Washington, DC, 
o�ce of Jones, Day, Reavis and Pogue from 
1987-92 (partner, 1990-92). Judge Schmidt 
also served as an adjunct professor of law at 

George Mason University School of Law in 
1989 and at Georgetown University Law 
Center (2012-14; 2017--). He has authored 
numerous articles on immigration law, and 
has written extensively for the American 
Immigration Lawyers Association. Judge 
Schmidt is a member of the American Bar 
Association, the Federal Bar Association, and 
the Wisconsin and District of Columbia Bars. 
Judge Schmidt was one of the founding 
members of the International Association of 
Refugee Law Judges (“IARLJ”).  

In June 2010, Judge Schmidt received the 
Lucia R. Briggs Distinguished Achievement 
Award from the Lawrence University Alumni 
Association in recognition of his notable 
career achievements in the �eld of 
immigration law. Since retiring, in addition to 
resuming his Adjunct Professor position at 
Georgetown Law, Judge Schmidt has 
established the blog 
immigrationcourtside.com, is an Americas 
Vice President of the IARLJ, serves on the 
Advisory Board of AYUDA, and assists the 
National Immigrant Justice Center/Heartland 
Alliance on various projects, as well as 
speaking, lecturing, and writing in forums 
throughout the country on contemporary 
immigration issues, due process, and U.S. 
Immigration Court reform.

ALI AL SUDANI
Ali Al Sudani was born and 
raised in Missan, Iraq and was 
resettled in Houston, TX as a 
refugee by Interfaith 
Ministries for Greater Houston 

in April 2009. He holds a Bachelor Degree in 
Mechanical Engineering from Basrah 
University, Iraq. In 2003 he started working 
with the British and coalition forces as Chief 
Translator in his home city. During this time, 
the Iraqi militia and nationalist groups began 
persecuting middle-class individuals who 

were helping coalition forces and Ali had to 
leave Iraq to Jordan.

Ali joined IM as a Reception and Placement 
Case Worker in June 2009 and in May 2010 he 
was promoted to the Director of Refugee 
Services were he served for seven years. 
Currently, Ali serves as the Chief Programs 
O�cer of Interfaith Ministries. He oversees All 
of IM’s programs including Refugee Services, 
Meals on Wheels, Interfaith Relations and 
Community Partnerships and Volunteer 
Houston. 

Prior to joining IM, he was Senior Program 
Coordinator with “People In Need”, a Czech 
based non-governmental organization. He 
became a Certi�ed Trainer in Capacity 
Building with the Czech Fundraising Center 
and administered several medical and 
Capacity Building funded projects in Iraq for 
the International Organization for Migration 
(IOM), Czech Ministry of Foreign A�airs, 
National Endowment for Democracy (NED) 
and United Nations Democracy Funds 
(UNDEF).

ROSEMARY VEGA
Rosemary Vega is a Clinical 
Lecturer with the UHLC 
Immigration Clinic.  She was 
licensed in November of 
2000.  She received her law 

degree from St. Mary’s University School of 
Law in May of 2000. She received her B.A. in 
Political Science and minor in Spanish from 
Austin College in Sherman, Texas in 1997.
Prior to being a law professor, she had her 
own law practice, and before that she was a 
partner at Tausk & Vega, where she also 
practiced Immigration law.  In 2003-2005, She 
was also the sole sta� attorney at YMCA 
International Services in Houston.  In 2000, 
Ms. Vega was the Judicial Law Clerk for seven 
(7) Immigration Judges at the Houston 
Immigration Court through the Department of 

Justice Honors Program from 2000-2001.  Her 
interest in Immigration law began in the 
International Human Rights Clinic at St. 
Mary’s Law school and has been advocating 
for immigrants since that time.  She has 
presented at many conferences for the State 
Bar of Texas and Texas AILA chapter and other 
immigration organizations.

AMANDA WATERHOUSE
Ms. Waterhouse is an 
experienced immigration 
attorney with over 13 years of 
practice in the �eld of 
immigration law. She is a 

Senior Immigration Attorney with Gonzalez 
Olivieri, LLC and supervisor of the �rm’s 
associate attorneys. She received her Juris 
Doctor from the University of Houston Law 
Center in 2006 and began practicing 
immigration law in February of 2007. Ms. 
Waterhouse is a member of the State Bar of 
Texas and has been admitted to the US 
Supreme Court, the Fifth Circuit Court of 
Appeals, and the US District of Court for the 
Southern District of Texas. She is also a 
member of the College of the State Bar of 
Texas and a frequent speaker at conferences 
for the State Bar of Texas and the American 
Immigration Lawyer’s Association. She has 
successfully represented thousands of clients 
in cases before the US Department of 
Homeland Security, the US Department of 
State, and US Citizenship & Immigration 
Services over the course of her career.

DR. ANN E. WEBB
Ann E. Webb is an attorney, a 
licensed clinical social worker, 
and a 2019 Ph.D. graduate of 
the University of Houston 
Graduate College of Social 

Work.  Dr. Webb’s research focuses on the 
intersection of social work and the law, with a 
particular interest in interdisciplinary practice 
involving social workers and lawyers, and 

immigration issues a�ecting children and 
families.  She has served as faculty on 
collaborative projects involving social work 
and law students assisting detained families 
seeking asylum and has developed a unique 
experiential learning program to engage 
social work students in practice arenas 
involving law and social work. Her scholarly 
agenda is informed by her experience as a 
lawyer and social work clinician, and by her 
role as an advocate for underserved 
populations.  As adjunct faculty at the 
University of Houston, Dr. Webb teaches 
assessment and advanced social policy, and 
has provided guest lectures to both social 
work and law students on topics relating to 
social work and the law, social work with 
immigrants and refugees, and trauma and 
secondary trauma as it impacts immigration 
law and practitioners.

SUCRE ELIZABETH 
WOODLEY
Sucre Elizabeth Woodley is a 
master level marketing, 
communications, media and 
public relations leader with 

more than 20 years of industry experience. 
Her multi-faceted professional experience 
includes a 10-year career as a marketing and 
business development leader at Henry Ford 
Health System in Detroit, Michigan and more 
than six years in a marketing and 
communications leadership role at Houston 
Methodist in Houston, Texas. Currently, Sucre 
is the director of marketing and 
communications for Interfaith Ministries for 
Greater Houston. She is laser focused on 
positioning Interfaith Ministries’ body of work 
to drive brand recognition, growth, consumer 
preference and media engagement. Sucre has 
a win-win communication style; while 
achieving optimal results, she stays focused 
on bottom line objectives. Her extensive 
professional career in non-pro�t marketing 
and communications, business development 

and health care administration is backed by 
impressive credentials. In 1994, she graduated 
from Howard University in Washington, D.C. 
with a Bachelor’s Degree in Business 
Administration. After that, she earned a 
Master’s Degree in Health Services 
Administration from The University of 
Michigan in Ann Arbor, Michigan. Sucre 
believes in giving generously of her time and 
resources to charitable and civic causes. She 
served on the Houston Northwest Chamber of 
Commerce Board from 2013 - 2019. She has 
supported myriad local fundraising and 
charitable initiatives for the American Heart 
Association, YMCA of Greater Houston and 
Houston area chambers and independent 
school districts. Sucre is a published co-author 
of IT WORKS!!! Achieving Real Estate 
Prosperity in a Troubled Economy. She has 
three sons and resides in the Houston area.
 She enjoys spending time with family and 
friends, appreciating the arts, traveling, 
reading and watching sporting events. 
swoodley@imgh.org

SPEAKERS
Listed in Alphabetical Order



LUCAS AISENBERG
Lucas is a Clinical Supervising 
Attorney in the Immigration 
Clinic at the University of 
Houston Law Center. He 
received a B.A. in Political 

Science at the University of Houston and a 
J.D. from St. Thomas University School of Law 
in Miami Gardens, Florida.

In his current position in the Immigration 
Clinic, Professor Aisenberg supervises law 
students on pro bono asylum cases and 
provides direct representation to adult 
immigrants and unaccompanied minors 
seeking asylum in the United States.

Prior to joining the Immigration Clinic, 
Professor Aisenberg was a sta� attorney at 
Catholic Charities Community Services 
Unaccompanied Minors Program in New York 
City. At Catholic Charities, he provided direct 
representation to unaccompanied minors 
detained in O�ce of Refugee Resettlement 
shelters, as well as non-detained clients in 
Immigration Court and before the New York 
and New Jersey Asylum O�ces.

JODI BERNSTEIN
Jodi Bernstein is the Vice 
President of Interfaith 
Relations and Community 
Partnerships at Interfaith 
Ministries, which unites 

people of diverse faith traditions together for 
dialogue, collaboration, and service, as a 
demonstration of our shared beliefs.  She has 
held this position since August 2017.  Prior to 
joining Interfaith Ministries, Jodi was the 
Senior Associate Regional Director for the 
Southwest Region of the Anti-Defamation 
League, a civil rights and human relations 
organization dedicated to stopping the 
defamation of the Jewish people and securing 
justice and fair treatment for all.  For the past 
35 years, Jodi has worked with people of 

di�erent faiths and backgrounds to promote 
dialogue and action to make our community 
welcoming and inclusive for all people in 
which to live, work, play and pray.  She is the 
recipient of the ADL’s Milton Senn Award for 
Professional Excellence, the Hans Mayer 
Jewish Communal Professional Award, and 
the National Diversity Council’s Jana Wilson 
Award sponsored by Capgemini NA.  Prior to 
joining ADL, Jodi worked for Covenant House, 
a shelter for teen runaways. She is a graduate 
of the University of Texas at Austin with a 
degree in Journalism and Public Relations. 
jbernstein@imgh.org

MAGALI SUÁREZ CANDLER, 
ESQ.
Magali Suárez Candler is the 
founder of Suárez Candler 
Law, PLLC. She is Board 
Certi�ed in Immigration and 

Nationality Law by the Texas Board of Legal 
Specialization and in her 31st year of legal 
practice.  
 
She began her career at Catholic Charities’ 
immigration program in Houston, where she 
was sta� then supervising attorney for over 
10 years. She was then head of litigation and 
partner at Tindall & Foster (then FosterQuan, 
now known as Foster, LLP), before opening 
her own �rm in 2014.  She is a member of the 
American Immigration Lawyers Association 
(AILA), served on the TSC and EOIR national 
liaison committees, and is currently Chair of 
the Lawyer Well-Being Committee. A former 
Chair of the Texas Chapter of AILA, she held 
other o�ces and was liaison for the Asylum 
O�ce and the Houston EOIR.  She is a 
member of the State Bar of Texas (SBOT), 
served on their Committee for Laws Relating 
to Immigration and Nationality and was V.P. 
for Asylum and Refugee Issues and later V.P. 
for Deportation and Removal for their 
Immigration Law Section. She currently serves 
on the SBOT Commission for Lawyer 

Discipline.  In 1999 the SBOT awarded her the 
J. Chrys Dougherty Legal Services Award for 
outstanding contributions guaranteeing 
indigents access to the legal system. She 
served on the Houston Bar Association (HBA) 
Gender Fairness Committee, was on the 
Advisory Board of the Tahirih Justice Center in 
Houston, Texas from its inception through 
2018, and is currently on the Advisory Board 
of the UH Law Center’s Immigration Law 
Clinic. 
 
Ms. Candler specializes in removal and 
worksite enforcement, advises corporate 
clients and individuals, criminal defense 
counsel and individuals on the immigration 
consequences of crimes, and often serves as 
an expert.  She is a frequent presenter, most 
recently for the University of Texas (UT) 2020 
Immigration Law Conference, on 
Family-Based and Removal updates.  Her 
articles include: “Worksite Enforcement in the 
ICE Age” (2007) for the UT; “Are We Safer Yet? 
The E�ects of Recent Immigration 
Legislation,” (2005) for the Hispanic National 
Bar Association; “One-Step Marriage Based 
Cases” (2013, 2014, 2015, 2016, 2017, 2018, 
2019, 2020), “Desperately Seeking to Keep My 
Family” (2015), “False Claims to Citizenship 
and Voting” (2015), “Ethical Considerations in 
Dealing with Di�cult Judges” (2016), 
“Attracting the Best Employees” (2017), 
“Issues in False Claims to Citizenship” (2018), 
and “What Every Practitioner Should Know 
about Inadmissibility and Deportability” 
(2018, 2019, 2020) for AILA National; “VAWA, 
the ‘Best Revenge’ for the Immigrant Victim 
of Domestic Violence” and “Tra�cking Victims 
Protection Act, the ‘T’ Visa,” (various 
updates), as well as an Ethics presentation 
(2006), Mock Removal Hearing with Analysis 
(2004, 2010, 2011), and presentations on the 
Immigration Consequences of Crimes (2011), 
Unlawful Presence (2012), Immigration 
Consequences of Crimes (2014), 
Humanitarian Relief (2015), and 

Developments in Removal Defense (2019) for 
the SBOT.  She mentors immigration 
attorneys, including pro bono attorneys and is 
admitted to practice in Texas, at the U.S. 
District Court, Southern District of Texas, the 
U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals (Fifth and 
Eleventh Circuits) and the Supreme Court of 
the United States, where she was co-counsel 
on a winning case in 2012 (Umer v. Holder).  
Ms. Candler received her J.D. from the 
University of Houston Law Center in 1989 and 
was licensed in 1989.

JUDGE JEFFREY S. CHASE
Judge Chase is an immigration 
lawyer in New York City.  A 
former Immigration Judge and 
Senior Legal Advisor at the 
Board of Immigration Appeals, 

he is the founder of the Round Table of 
Former Immigration Judges, which was 
awarded AILA’s 2019 Advocacy Award.  He is 
also a past recipient of AILA’s Pro Bono Award 
and sits on the Board of Directors of the 
Association of Deportation Defense Attorneys 
and Central American Legal Assistance 
(CALA).  Je� has also been involved with 
immigration law-related theater and video 
projects.  His blog on immigration law can be 
found at Je�reyschase.com.

MARTIN B. COMINSKY 
Martin B. Cominsky has been 
the President and CEO of 
Interfaith Ministries for 
Greater Houston, a United 
Way agency, since 2015.  IM 

collaborates with Houston’s faith community 
to feed and care for 4,400 homebound 
seniors through its Meals on Wheels for 
Greater Houston program; resettles hundreds 
of refugees from war-torn countries; and 
fosters youth and community dialogue 
between and among religions. IM also 
operates Volunteer Houston, a Points of Light 
a�liate, which matches people with their 

passions at area non-pro�t organizations with 
a registry of over 100,000 volunteers. He 
leads a $17 million nonpro�t agency with 172 
employees.

Previously, Martin served as the Director of 
the Southwest Region of the Anti-Defamation 
League, which is headquartered in Houston.  
Martin was responsible for directing the 
League’s e�orts to combat prejudice, hate 
and anti-Semitism in this dynamic region.  At 
ADL, Martin developed the school-focused No 
Place for Hate® program, which now engages 
and recognizes more than 300 schools in the 
region in the e�ort to create K-12 campuses 
that emphasize respect for diversity and 
inclusion.  

Prior to joining the ADL in 1999, Martin 
founded the SERVE HOUSTON YOUTH CORPS, 
which was an AmeriCorps program that 
recruited high school graduates to serve as 
tutors and mentors to students in 
under-resourced schools.  Serve Houston 
received Daily Points of Light Award #1112 for 
its creative national service work.

In the past, Martin served as the National 
Director of the Business Volunteers for the 
Arts program, headquartered in New York 
City, bringing together the expertise of 
corporate executives with nonpro�t arts 
organizations.  Martin also served as the 
Assistant to the President of the University of 
Houston.

Martin has a B.A. from the University of 
Houston in Journalism, graduating with 
membership in the UH Honors College, and 
earned his M.B.A. from Southern Methodist 
University.  He participated in Class XXV of 
the American Leadership Forum. He is Past 
Chair of the University of Houston Honors 
College Advisory Board and is Vice Chair at 
the Meals on Wheels Association of Texas. 
Martin was also named as a Most Admired 

CEO in 2018 by the Houston Business Journal. 

Martin graduated in 1976 as a Pasadena High 
School Eagle.  He had many happy times 
serving as Junior and Senior Class President 
and was named Mr. Pasadena High School. He 
received the Pasadena Independent School 
District Distinguished Alumnus Award of the 
Year in 2003 and the Pasadena High School 
Hall of Fame award in 2015.
 
He is married to Terry and is the proud father 
of twins.

GEOFFREY A. HOFFMAN
Professor Ho�man specializes 
in immigration-related federal 
court litigation, deportation 
defense, asylum cases, and 
appeals before the Board of 

Immigration Appeals. He has represented 
numerous immigrants in a variety of settings 
including before the Executive O�ce for 
Immigration Review, Department of 
Homeland Security, and in the federal courts. 
Professor Ho�man served as co-counsel 
before the Supreme Court of the United 
States in the precedent-setting immigration 
case, Carachuri-Rosendov.Holder.

Professor Ho�man is a frequent commentator 
on immigration law and policy. He has been 
quoted in the New York Times, Wall Street 
Journal, Time, Mother Jones, Reuters, 
Bloomberg News, Houston Chronicle, among 
other outlets. He has published articles in the 
following representative law reviews, 
Maryland Journal of International Law, Journal 
of Gender, Race, and Justice at the University 
of Iowa, Houston J. of Int’l Law-Sidebar, 
Houston Law Review-Online, Nova Law 
Review, Loyola L.A. Int’l and Comparative L.J. 
He also has published pieces in Salon.com, 
Jurist, Immigration Professor’s Blog, Lexis 
Nexis Immigration Legal News, Notice and 
Comment, a blog from the Yale Journal on 

Regulation, among other venues.

Prior to joining the Clinic, he practiced 
immigration law at Kurzban Kurzban Weinger 
& Tetzeli, P.A. in Miami, Florida. Previously, he 
taught at the University of Illinois, Tulane Law 
School and the University of Miami. In 
addition to his practice and teaching 
experience, Professor Ho�man served as a 
judicial law clerk for the Honorable Paul V. 
Gadola, U.S. District Court for the Eastern 
District of Michigan for a two-year term.

In 2016, Professor Ho�man received the Ethel 
M. Baker Faculty Award for community 
service. In 2015, Professor Ho�man received 
the University of Houston Teaching Excellence 
Award, for clinical faculty, a University-wide 
award established by the UH Provost. In 2015, 
he was awarded the Certi�cate of Excellence 
for service to the Law Center and University. 
In 2014, Professor Ho�man received the 
American Immigration Lawyers Association 
(AILA) Elmer Fried Excellence in Teaching 
Award.

The UHLC immigration clinic under Professor 
Ho�man’s leadership was awarded the Pro 
Bono Hero Award for the Central Region by 
AILA for 2015.

CHLOE KRANE
Chloe Krane is Interfaith 
Ministries Women’s 
Empowerment Liaison 
(Refugee Services). Before 
coming to the United States, 

refugees have often experienced traumatic, 
life-threatening events. War, violence, or 
signi�cant persecution has caused them to 
leave everything they know and love. For 
women, the adjustment to a new country can 
be especially di�cult. Chloe Krane started the 
Women’s Empowerment Group Program in 
2016 in response to this with Interfaith 
Ministries of Greater Houston. The program's 

designed to prevent isolation, build 
community, and equip refugee women with 
the information or skills they need to thrive in 
their new life. Women from Syria, Iraq and 
Afghanistan are served by the program.

Prior to her current role, Krane was a TV 
producer for 10 years working for Associated 
Press (AP), Al Jazeera and BBC among others. 
Based mainly in the Middle East, she worked 
on hard news, documentaries and 
investigative programs, witnessing �rsthand 
the plight that creates refugees. She has a 
degree in Arabic Studies and moved to 
Houston eight years ago from Cambridge, 
England with her husband and two children. 

Ckrane@imgh.org

ELIZABETH M. MENDOZA
Elizabeth is a sole practitioner 
licensed by the state of Texas 
since May 1993 who practices 
exclusively immigration law. 

She is a graduate of Rice University and the 
University of Houston Law Center.

Ms. Mendoza has provided pro bono 
representation to immigrant clients of 
Catholic Charities, the YMCA International 
Services, and various local battered women's 
shelters throughout her career. She is a 
frequent speaker at immigration attorney 
training workshops, community forums 
regarding know your rights presentations, 
and, local media has interviewed Ms. 
Mendoza and her clients throughout the years 
on various immigration related topics. Ms. 
Mendoza provided pro bono assistance at 
Bush Airport in Houston, Texas after the travel 
ban was temporarily stayed to ensure 
Customs and Border Protection honored the 
stay.

Ms. Mendoza is a member of the American 
Immigration Lawyers Association AILA and 
served as co-captain of the AILA Houston 

advocacy committee and is currently AILA 
Houston EOIR liaison.  She also serves as a 
board member for the advocacy/outreach 
group Fort Bend For All. Ms. Mendoza has 
lobbied state and federal legislators in 
opposition to SB4 and in support of DACA and 
comprehensive immigration reform.  Ms. 
Mendoza is married and the mother of two 
stepsons and two daughters. Ms. Mendoza 
enjoys spending time with her family, 
cooking, traveling, gardening, playing 
badminton, and talking politics and world 
a�airs with open minded people.

SUSHAM M. MODI
Susham M. Modi received a 
B.A., magna cum laude, from 
the University of Texas at 
Arlington and a J.D. from Penn 
State Law School. He is a 

former Adjunct Professor of Law and Clinical 
Supervising Attorney at the University of 
Houston Law Center. He is the Principle 
Attorney and Partner of his �rm, The Modi 
Law Firm, PLLC. The Modi Law Firm, PLLC 
focuses exclusively on all types of 
immigration law cases. 

Prior to moving to Houston over 8 years ago, 
he taught as an Attorney Advocate at Harvard 
Law School’s Immigration and Refugee 
Clinical Program.

Professor Modi is a frequent speaker about 
immigration matters and has been a guest 
lecturer at various events, including at Rice 
University Graduate Programs' Immigration 
Law & Policy Course, Catholic Charities, Harris 
County Criminal District Court Judges, ProBar, 
Neighborhood Centers, American 
Immigration Lawyers Association (AILA) as 
well as the U.S. Citizenship and Immigration 
Services.   

Ruby L. Powers
Ruby L. Powers is founder of 
Powers Law Group, P.C., a 
Houston-based, full-service 
immigration law �rm and is 
Board Certi�ed in Immigration 

and Nationality Law.
 
She is a frequent national and international 
speaker, author, and media resource on the 
topics of immigration law and policy and law 
practice management. Her expertise and 
advocacy e�orts have been featured in the 
Washington Post, CNN, NPR, the New York 
Times, BBC World News, and beyond. She is a 
child of an immigrant and married to an 
immigrant and has lived in six countries. She 
has represented individuals from more than 
25 countries for asylum in the United States, 
a�rmatively and defensively.

In 2019, AILA published her book “Build and 
Manage Your Successful Law Practice 
(Without Losing Your Mind) and in 2020, 
Powers began providing law practice 
management consulting services with Powers 
Strategy Group, LLC. 
 
She has served as AILA’s Law Practice 
Management Committee Chair, Vice Chair for 
the Media Advocacy Committee, TX, NM, OK 
Chapter Advocacy (Co-) Liaison and various 
conference committees. She is a member of 
Rotary and serves on various boards including 
the Police O�cers' Civil Service Commission 
and the Harris County Commissioner Precinct 
2, Immigration Advisory Committee. She 
previously served on the State Bar of Texas 
Law Practice Management Committee and as 
the Houston Bar Association Law Practice 
Management Section Chair. She is a graduate 
of the University of North Carolina School of 
Law, Goldman Sachs 10,000 Small Businesses,  
Leadership Houston, and American 
Leadership Forum.  She is a former candidate 
for public o�ce and advocate for her 

immigrants and her community at large. For 
more: www.RubyPowersLaw.com and 
www.RubyPowers.com. Connect at Linkedin: 
RubyPowers.

PAUL WICKHAM SCHMIDT
Judge Schmidt was appointed 
as an Immigration Judge at 
the U.S. Immigration Court in 
Arlington, Virginia, in May 
2003 and retired from the 

bench on June 30, 2016. Prior to his 
appointment as an Immigration Judge, he 
served as a Board Member for the Board of 
Immigration Appeals, Executive O�ce for 
Immigration Review, in Falls Church, VA, since 
February 12, 1995. Judge Schmidt served as 
Board Chairman from February 12, 1995, until 
April 9, 2001, when he chose to step down as 
Chairman to adjudicate cases full-time. He 
authored the landmark decision Matter of 
Kasinga, 21 I&N Dec. 357 (BIA 1996), 
extending asylum protection to victims of 
female genital mutilation.  He received a 
Bachelor of Arts degree from Lawrence 
University in 1970 (cum laude), and a Juris 
Doctorate from the University of Wisconsin 
School of Law in 1973 (cum laude; Order of 
the Coif). While at the University of 
Wisconsin, he served as an editor of the 
Wisconsin Law Review. Judge Schmidt served 
as acting General Counsel of the former 
Immigration and Naturalization Service (INS) 
(1986-1987; 1979-1981), where he was 
instrumental in developing the rules and 
procedures to implement the Immigration 
Reform and Control Act of 1986. He also 
served as the Deputy General Counsel of INS 
for 10 years (1978-1987). He was the 
managing partner of the Washington, DC, 
o�ce of Fragomen, Del Rey & Bernsen 
(1993-95), and also practiced business 
immigration law with the Washington, DC, 
o�ce of Jones, Day, Reavis and Pogue from 
1987-92 (partner, 1990-92). Judge Schmidt 
also served as an adjunct professor of law at 

George Mason University School of Law in 
1989 and at Georgetown University Law 
Center (2012-14; 2017--). He has authored 
numerous articles on immigration law, and 
has written extensively for the American 
Immigration Lawyers Association. Judge 
Schmidt is a member of the American Bar 
Association, the Federal Bar Association, and 
the Wisconsin and District of Columbia Bars. 
Judge Schmidt was one of the founding 
members of the International Association of 
Refugee Law Judges (“IARLJ”).  

In June 2010, Judge Schmidt received the 
Lucia R. Briggs Distinguished Achievement 
Award from the Lawrence University Alumni 
Association in recognition of his notable 
career achievements in the �eld of 
immigration law. Since retiring, in addition to 
resuming his Adjunct Professor position at 
Georgetown Law, Judge Schmidt has 
established the blog 
immigrationcourtside.com, is an Americas 
Vice President of the IARLJ, serves on the 
Advisory Board of AYUDA, and assists the 
National Immigrant Justice Center/Heartland 
Alliance on various projects, as well as 
speaking, lecturing, and writing in forums 
throughout the country on contemporary 
immigration issues, due process, and U.S. 
Immigration Court reform.

ALI AL SUDANI
Ali Al Sudani was born and 
raised in Missan, Iraq and was 
resettled in Houston, TX as a 
refugee by Interfaith 
Ministries for Greater Houston 

in April 2009. He holds a Bachelor Degree in 
Mechanical Engineering from Basrah 
University, Iraq. In 2003 he started working 
with the British and coalition forces as Chief 
Translator in his home city. During this time, 
the Iraqi militia and nationalist groups began 
persecuting middle-class individuals who 

were helping coalition forces and Ali had to 
leave Iraq to Jordan.

Ali joined IM as a Reception and Placement 
Case Worker in June 2009 and in May 2010 he 
was promoted to the Director of Refugee 
Services were he served for seven years. 
Currently, Ali serves as the Chief Programs 
O�cer of Interfaith Ministries. He oversees All 
of IM’s programs including Refugee Services, 
Meals on Wheels, Interfaith Relations and 
Community Partnerships and Volunteer 
Houston. 

Prior to joining IM, he was Senior Program 
Coordinator with “People In Need”, a Czech 
based non-governmental organization. He 
became a Certi�ed Trainer in Capacity 
Building with the Czech Fundraising Center 
and administered several medical and 
Capacity Building funded projects in Iraq for 
the International Organization for Migration 
(IOM), Czech Ministry of Foreign A�airs, 
National Endowment for Democracy (NED) 
and United Nations Democracy Funds 
(UNDEF).

ROSEMARY VEGA
Rosemary Vega is a Clinical 
Lecturer with the UHLC 
Immigration Clinic.  She was 
licensed in November of 
2000.  She received her law 

degree from St. Mary’s University School of 
Law in May of 2000. She received her B.A. in 
Political Science and minor in Spanish from 
Austin College in Sherman, Texas in 1997.
Prior to being a law professor, she had her 
own law practice, and before that she was a 
partner at Tausk & Vega, where she also 
practiced Immigration law.  In 2003-2005, She 
was also the sole sta� attorney at YMCA 
International Services in Houston.  In 2000, 
Ms. Vega was the Judicial Law Clerk for seven 
(7) Immigration Judges at the Houston 
Immigration Court through the Department of 

Justice Honors Program from 2000-2001.  Her 
interest in Immigration law began in the 
International Human Rights Clinic at St. 
Mary’s Law school and has been advocating 
for immigrants since that time.  She has 
presented at many conferences for the State 
Bar of Texas and Texas AILA chapter and other 
immigration organizations.

AMANDA WATERHOUSE
Ms. Waterhouse is an 
experienced immigration 
attorney with over 13 years of 
practice in the �eld of 
immigration law. She is a 

Senior Immigration Attorney with Gonzalez 
Olivieri, LLC and supervisor of the �rm’s 
associate attorneys. She received her Juris 
Doctor from the University of Houston Law 
Center in 2006 and began practicing 
immigration law in February of 2007. Ms. 
Waterhouse is a member of the State Bar of 
Texas and has been admitted to the US 
Supreme Court, the Fifth Circuit Court of 
Appeals, and the US District of Court for the 
Southern District of Texas. She is also a 
member of the College of the State Bar of 
Texas and a frequent speaker at conferences 
for the State Bar of Texas and the American 
Immigration Lawyer’s Association. She has 
successfully represented thousands of clients 
in cases before the US Department of 
Homeland Security, the US Department of 
State, and US Citizenship & Immigration 
Services over the course of her career.

DR. ANN E. WEBB
Ann E. Webb is an attorney, a 
licensed clinical social worker, 
and a 2019 Ph.D. graduate of 
the University of Houston 
Graduate College of Social 

Work.  Dr. Webb’s research focuses on the 
intersection of social work and the law, with a 
particular interest in interdisciplinary practice 
involving social workers and lawyers, and 

immigration issues a�ecting children and 
families.  She has served as faculty on 
collaborative projects involving social work 
and law students assisting detained families 
seeking asylum and has developed a unique 
experiential learning program to engage 
social work students in practice arenas 
involving law and social work. Her scholarly 
agenda is informed by her experience as a 
lawyer and social work clinician, and by her 
role as an advocate for underserved 
populations.  As adjunct faculty at the 
University of Houston, Dr. Webb teaches 
assessment and advanced social policy, and 
has provided guest lectures to both social 
work and law students on topics relating to 
social work and the law, social work with 
immigrants and refugees, and trauma and 
secondary trauma as it impacts immigration 
law and practitioners.

SUCRE ELIZABETH 
WOODLEY
Sucre Elizabeth Woodley is a 
master level marketing, 
communications, media and 
public relations leader with 

more than 20 years of industry experience. 
Her multi-faceted professional experience 
includes a 10-year career as a marketing and 
business development leader at Henry Ford 
Health System in Detroit, Michigan and more 
than six years in a marketing and 
communications leadership role at Houston 
Methodist in Houston, Texas. Currently, Sucre 
is the director of marketing and 
communications for Interfaith Ministries for 
Greater Houston. She is laser focused on 
positioning Interfaith Ministries’ body of work 
to drive brand recognition, growth, consumer 
preference and media engagement. Sucre has 
a win-win communication style; while 
achieving optimal results, she stays focused 
on bottom line objectives. Her extensive 
professional career in non-pro�t marketing 
and communications, business development 

and health care administration is backed by 
impressive credentials. In 1994, she graduated 
from Howard University in Washington, D.C. 
with a Bachelor’s Degree in Business 
Administration. After that, she earned a 
Master’s Degree in Health Services 
Administration from The University of 
Michigan in Ann Arbor, Michigan. Sucre 
believes in giving generously of her time and 
resources to charitable and civic causes. She 
served on the Houston Northwest Chamber of 
Commerce Board from 2013 - 2019. She has 
supported myriad local fundraising and 
charitable initiatives for the American Heart 
Association, YMCA of Greater Houston and 
Houston area chambers and independent 
school districts. Sucre is a published co-author 
of IT WORKS!!! Achieving Real Estate 
Prosperity in a Troubled Economy. She has 
three sons and resides in the Houston area.
 She enjoys spending time with family and 
friends, appreciating the arts, traveling, 
reading and watching sporting events. 
swoodley@imgh.org
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