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How will ajuvenilerecord affect:

primary and secondary education? Police officers must tell school officials aboutany
studentfelonyarrestsandsomemisdemeanor

including, but not limited to: possession of unlawful

weapons or controlled substances; assault; or

indecent exposure.

Schools may also remove students from regular
classesandplacetheminalternativeclassesifthe
studentisadjudicated delinquent because of a
felony.

College, university,andtradeschool Ifaschoolapplicationasksforconvictions,the

student cansay “no” because anadjudicationis

applications and admittance? , e
different from aconviction.

However,theCommonApp(usedbyover800
collegesanduniversities) specificallyasksforthe
adjudication history. Unlesstherecords weresealed,
the student must answer “yes” to this question.
EnIisting in the miIitary? Adelinquencyadjudicationcanbedetrimentalto
enlistmentinthearmedforces. Evenistherecord
was sealed, the military canrequestto see copies of
documentsrelated to the adjudication.

Itiscriticalthatyouspeaktoyourclientaboutthe
possibilityofenlistmentduringtheprocessand
through record sealing.

Employment? A delinquency adjudication can prohibit employment
in fields requiring licensing, registration, or
certificationincluding, butnotlimitedto:nursing,

teaching, accounting, law, trade services.

Voting and JuryDuty? Juvenileadjudicationswillnotaffecttherighttovote or
therighttositonajury.




How will ajuvenilerecord affect:

Sex Offender registry?

Immigration?

Public benefits?

Adult sentencing?

How | speak with my client?

Texasrequiresjuvenile sexoffenderstoregister until the
10thanniversaryoftheirfinaldisposition,or10 years
afterthey have completedthetermofthat
disposition, whichever date is later.

Important for advocates, children may havethe

option of using a private registry.

Certainadjudicationssuchasdrugorsexoffensescan

derail alegalimmigration process.

Ifthe childisundocumented, even asingle arrest or

detainmentcanjeopardize the child’s status.

Advocatesshouldvisitthelmmigrant LegalResource
Center(www.ilrc.org) tounderstandthe “Special
Immigrant Juvenile Status.”
FamiliescanbeevictedfromSection8housingifa family
member does drugs or commits aviolent act— even
absentahearing. Dispositionsthatincludereg- isteringas

asexoffendercanalsoaffecthousing.

Medicaid benefitsare suspended duringanydeten-

tionperiodandSSIbenefitsmightalsobehalted.

Courts are permitted toreview juvenile records—

evensealedones—todetermineadultsentencing.

Advocatesshould beginspeakingtotheir clientsas soon
asthediscussionofpleasvstrialsbegins. The
conversation should continue throughout the
process, including the disposition, post-disposition

phase, and at the sealing of records.




Additional Resources

National Juvenile Defense Center
www.njdc.info

Immigrant Legal Resource Center
www.ilrc.org

Center for Children, Law & Policy
www.law.uh.edu/center4clp
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