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RULES FOR FINAL JURY TRIALS 
 

1. The final jury trials will be held on Saturday, November 16, 2024, from 8:30 until 
12:30 at the Harris County Civil Courthouse, 201 Caroline St. Houston, TX.    

 
2. The jury trials will be tried before one or more faculty adjuncts.  One of the adjuncts 

will be sitting as a judge in a District Court for the State of Texas while the others, 
if applicable, will be an observer and/or a bailiff.  The Texas Rules of Evidence will 
apply.  

 
 3. You will be paired with a co-counsel who will be assigned to you.  Do not request 

that a specific classmate be assigned to you.  It will not happen.  You are expected 
to work with and cooperate with your assigned co-counsel in preparing for and 
trying the case.  (You will not be graded on your partner’s performance, but any 
“non-cooperation” could affect your professionalism grade.)  

 
 4. The co-counsel pairings will be announced approximately one month before the 

final trial, and courtroom and judge assignments will be distributed one week before 
the final trial.  You will receive those assignments via email. Math often requires 
one or two individuals to "go it alone" without a partner. If that is the case, we will 
request volunteers first before randomly selecting a student or students to proceed 
individually. 

 
5. The trial material used will be Dixon v. Providential Life Insurance.   

 
 6. You are responsible for obtaining persons who can play the roles of the witnesses 

for your side. Your witnesses must be well prepared for their roles before they 
testify.  While your witness is not graded, a well-prepared witness enhances the 
process. An unprepared or overacting witness detracts from the process and could 
affect the professionalism grade of the "sponsoring" student. (For anyone “going 
alone”, we would prefer two witnesses, however, we can accept one witness playing 
both parts.)   

 
 7. You and co-counsel will conduct a "full" trial; including a pretrial conference with 

a Motion in Limine if necessary, Voir Dire, Opening, Direct and Cross 
examinations of witnesses, presenting of evidence outside the two called witnesses 
if necessary, and Closing arguments.  Each side must present, and is limited to, the 
testimony of two live witnesses. Both counsels will do a Voir Dire.  One counsel 
will conduct the opening statement while the other will conduct the closing 
arguments.   You may select which of the witnesses available within the problem 
you wish to call live.  You may use as many witnesses as you need for your case 
via other means, and their testimony will be read and treated as a deposition.  A few 



words of caution:  Your selection of live witnesses should reflect your persuasive 
theory and be substantive enough to demonstrate the student attorney's abilities.  
Also, your use of additional witnesses should be made with the time limits in mind. 

 
 8. After Voir Dire, each team will “strike” two jurors.  These jurors will not actually 

be struck.  They will continue in their role as jurors and will not know they were 
“struck”.  Instead, your strikes will be given to the presiding judge to be reviewed 
after you view deliberations. (Whether they were good or bad for you will not affect 
your grade.)   

 
 9. Time limits will be strictly enforced and are as follows: 
 
   Voir Dire:  20 minutes per side 
   Jury Strikes:  5 minutes 
   Opening:  10 minutes per side 
   Witnesses:  Each side will be allotted 40 minutes to present 

    their case in chief, including any depositions used. 
       

    Each side will be allowed 40 minutes for cross- 
   examination, including any depositions used 

      
   Closing:   10 minutes per side 
 
 10.   The jurors will be allowed 30 minutes to deliberate if those deliberations are 

considered productive by the Presiding Judge. If the deliberations are not 
determined to be productive, the Presiding Judge can call for a vote and dismiss the 
jurors.  At the conclusion of the deliberations, or 30 minutes, which ever comes 
first, the Presiding Judge will ask for a vote.  You will be able to ask questions of 
the jury before they are dismissed, if you so choose. 

 
 11. There will be no critique by the Adjuncts. 
 
 12. There will be no food or drink, other than water in a plastic bottle with a cap, at 

Counsel table.   
 
 13. Demonstrative aids are allowed, however, do not bring any demonstrative aid that 

resembles a firearm.  A dowl or plain rod is acceptable, but it must not, IN ANY 
WAY, be modified to resemble a shotgun.  It can be modified to mimic the 
movements of the shotgun and marked with a straight line to demonstrate 
measurements.      

 
 14.   As the case will be presented in the Harris County Civil Courthouse, we suggest 

becoming familiar with the available technology.   Also, you will be required to go 
through security to enter the courthouse, so plan accordingly.   

 


