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SYLLABUS 
Transnational Petroleum Law (LLeexx PPeettrroolleeaa) 

Spring 2023 (satisfies Writing requirement: WRS) 
COURSE number 7397 WRS 

COURSE OVERVIEW 

Today, world’s energy demand data shows that hydrocarbons continue to be the primary source of 
the energy mix, with oil being the single biggest contributor at 33% of global consumption. This 
is still remarkable considering the fact that wind and solar are currently contributing at 2.2% 
and 1.1% respectively. This reality has been reported by the International Energy Agency (IEA) 
forecasting global oil demand to rebound from 91 mb/d in 2020 (post covid-19 data) to 104 
mb/d in 2026 (Energy Outlook 2021). Additionally, 2022 Russian invasion of Ukraine 
has created energy security concerns that provide many of the challenges to manage 
energy supply and the energy transition goals that will rely on the use of 
hydrocarbons as renewable sources increase their market share. 

In order to satisfy the expected global demand of hydrocarbons, investments in the oil and gas 
sector have to be made. The law that governs these investments has been structured in a form of 
transnational law that provides a legal regime for the upstream, midstream, and 
downstream sectors.  

Transnational petroleum law or lex petrolea is conceived as the rules of law and the transnational 
legal order created by the transnational petroleum community constituted by States, corporations, 
professional industry associations and other industry actors participating in the oil and gas sector. 
Therefore, the course will focus on the transnational rules commonly associated with the petroleum 
industry such as: investment protection standards included in international investment treaties, 
industry standards and best practices, general principles of international law, model contracts, and 
arbitration jurisprudence. All these sources of law have a common element which is their     
transnational legal nature that transcends parties’ agreements and the regulation enacted by 
oil  and gas producing nations. Indeed, this plurality of sources of law is considered altogether 
“the network” that governs transnational petroleum operations in the 21st Century. 

The course will also provide model contracts, standardized regulation and a collection of excerpts of 
arbitral awards in the oil industry which will guide our understanding of the new legal practices in the  
oil and gas sector. The cases under review will cover oil and gas arbitration in Latin America, North 
America, Europe, Asia, Africa and the Middle East. For example: cases of international arbitration 
related to expropriation or indirect expropriation in Russia, Venezuela, and Ecuador; the use 
of industry best practices in Nigeria, Sudan, Mexico and Canada; the protection of foreign investments in 
the case of armed conflicts (Libya, Sudan, and Colombia); the imposition of sanctions against the oil 
industry in Iran, Russia, Libya, and Venezuela, and environmental litigation related to oil 
and gas investments. 
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SKILLS PROVIDED BY THE COURSE 

The course will provide tools to develop legal skills acting as in-house counsel or as transnational 
attorney in the petroleum industry, such as: 

1) To recognize petroleum industry best practices from State and Non-State sources of law applicable
to petroleum investment projects, based on the review of petroleum contracts, petroleum industry
standards, and arbitration awards.

2) To identify new trends in transnational compliance and litigation involving international petroleum
investments, transnational anti-corruption compliance, environmental litigation, nationalization and
expropriation cases.

3) The practice of International Investment Treaties and the most relevant investment arbitration rules
such as ICSID, ICC, and UNCITRAL rules.

4) To practice risk analysis skills regarding legal, security, social, environmental and political risk
involved in oil and gas transactions.

EVALUATION 

Your grade will be based on the following: 

General Participation (including attendance) – 5% 

In class discussion of your proposed topic and detailed outline – 10% 

First Draft – 10% 

Written comments on 2 other student topics – 15%  

Final Paper – 60% 

PAPER Requirements and Deadlines: 

From academic handbook for students: “Students in a WRS-designated course must complete 
a paper that is original and demonstrates the student’s research and writing skills. Regardless 
of credit hours, the final version of the paper must be at least 10,000 words, including 
footnotes. Instructors may require longer papers.” 

(I will not require a longer paper; but the paper should be of length to cover the topic) 

By March 10, your final detailed outline of your paper must be complete and approved, 
and submitted to me by email before 5:00 pm.  This means that you have met with me to 
discuss the topic and general ideas and outline before this date. 

First draft due April 14 by 5:00 PM email to jcardena@central.uh.edu (these will be circulated 
to 2 of the other students for comment in presentations) 

You will receive detailed feedback from me by Thursday, April 20 by close of business, and 
other student comments by April 27.  Final paper due last day of finals by 5:00 PM email 
to jcardena@central.uh.edu 
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Transnational Petroleum Law (Lex Petrolea) 
Spring 2023 (satisfies Writing requirement: WRS) 

COURSE number 7397	WRS; section number : Check the website 
Classroom : 200

UH Guidelines: 

Per University of Houston policy, I want to inform you that Counseling and 
Psychological Services (CAPS) can help students who are having difficulties managing 
stress, adjusting to the demands of a professional program, or feeling sad and 
hopeless. You can reach CAPS (www.uh.edu/caps) by calling 713-743-5454 during and 
after business hours for routine appointments or if you or someone you know is in crisis. 
No appointment is necessary for the “Let's Talk” program, a drop-in consultation service 
at convenient locations and hours around 
campus.  http://www.uh.edu/caps/outreach/lets_talk.html 

DISCRIMINATION AND SEXUAL HARRASMENT/ Misconduct POLICY: 
The University is committed to maintaining and strengthening an educational, working and 
living environment where students, faculty, staff, and visitors are free from discrimination and 
sexual misconduct. If you have experienced an incident of discrimination or sexual misconduct, 
there is a confidential reporting process available to you. For more information, please refer to 
the University system’s Anti-Discrimination Policy SAM 01.D.07 and Sexual Misconduct Policy 
SAM 01.D.08, available here: 

http://www.uhsystem.edu/compliance-ethics/uhs-policies/sams/01-general-information/
index.php http://www.uhsystem.edu/compliance-ethics/_docs/sam/01/1d7.pdf 
(antidiscrimination) 
http://www.uhsystem.edu/compliance-ethics/_docs/sam/01/1d8.pdf (sexual misconduct) 
Please be aware that under the sexual misconduct policy, SAM 01.D.08, faculty are 
required to report to the University any information received regarding sexual misconduct 
as defined in the policy. Please note that the reporting obligations under the sexual 
misconduct policy reach to employees and students. Also, as a required reporting party, 
Law Center employees and faculty members are not a confidential resource. 

COVID Guidelines:  Please check the University of Houston website:  https://uh.edu/covid-19/ 
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PROFESSOR’S BIOGRAPHY 

Julian de Cardenas Garcia 
Research Assistant Professor of Law 

Professor Cardenas joined the University of Houston 
Law Center in 2012 as an Energy Scholar and Visiting 
Professor at the Environment, Energy and Natural 
Resources Center (EENR Center), focusing on 
transnational oil and gas transactions. At UHLC he 
teaches the courses Transnational Petroleum Law; 
Transnational Investment Law and Arbitration; 
Diplomacy and Geopolitics of Oil and Gas; and Global 
O&G Service and Procurement Agreements. As a 
visiting professor, he has taught investment law and 
arbitration in the O&G sector, and O&G industry 
practices at the Universidade do Estado do Rio de 
Janeiro (UERJ) in Brazil; the Universidad Autónoma de 
Nuevo León (UANL) in Monterrey, and the Instituto 
Tecnológico Autónomo de México – ITAM, in Mexico 
City, Mexico; the University Paris Sud, France; and the 
University Externado, in Bogota,Colombia. 

He frequently works with companies, public authorities, and governments in various areas of oil 
and gas law and policy. At the EENR Center, he is the coordinator of the "Inter-American 
Hydrocarbons Regulators Dialogue," an initiative conceived to create a nexus between national 
hydrocarbons agencies, the private sector, and the academia. Since June 2019, he sits on the Ad 
Hoc Administrative Board of Directors of Petróleos de Venezuela (PDVSA), the Venezuelan National 
Oil Company. 

He is a conference speaker on transnational oil and gas law, investment law, international 
arbitration, best oil and gas industry practices, and oil and gas geopolitics. He has been a guest 
speaker in conferences related to these issues in the U.S., Canada, France, Germany, Scotland, 
the Netherlands, Mexico, Brazil, Cuba, Costa Rica, Trinidad & Tobago, Ecuador, Colombia, 
Venezuela, Gabon, and Kuwait. Also, Professor Cardenas is frequently interviewed by media outlets 
on Latin American affairs and oil and gas industry matters. Before joining the EENR Center, he 
worked as foreign legal clerk at the Arbitration Department of Dewey & Leboeuf, Paris, and also 
served for nearly six years as a career diplomat for the Venezuelan Ministry of Foreign Affairs, 
working multilateral affairs with the Organization of the American States (OAS) and the United 
Nations (U.N.) and bilateral affairs on sovereign boundary issues. He works effectively in Spanish, 
French, and English, and has some working proficiency in Portuguese. 

He holds a law degree and a B.A. in International Relations from the Universidad Central de 
Venezuela; a Master of Laws in Arbitration and a Diplôme Superieur d'Université in Business Law 
from the Sorbonne University - Paris II Pantheon-Assas; and an LL.M. with a Certificate in Energy, 
Environment & Natural Resources Law from the University of Houston Law Center. He was a 
Doctoral Fellow at the Research Center for Investment and International Trade Law (CREDIMI- 
CNRS) at the University of Bourgogne, Dijon, France. 

COURSE BACKGROUND 
The Transnational Petroleum Law Class started to be taught at the Law Center of the University of Houston 
in January of 2013. The course was planned to provide an integration of transactional and dispute resolution 
approach in the study of petroleum investments. This approach is based on the methodology of 
transnational law created by the legal doctrine of the lex mercatoria developed by L’Ecole de Dijon and le 
Groupe de Beaune, and a vast research carried out at the University of Houston Law Center. The methodology 
is based on the notions of transnational rules and usages of the petroleum sector and the existence of a 
transnational legal order of the petroleum industry. These two ideas allow legal practitioners in the oil 
industry to better understand the transnational regime that governs petroleum transactions in the 21st 
Century. 
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READINGS: 

Course Prerequisites: None 

Textbook: Readings will be posted on Blackboard; 

The readings for the class will be provided online. You will enter to a folder corresponding the day of 
the class and will have a library of readings. The files marked as “M” means Mandatory Readings. The 
files marked as “R” means Recommended Readings. I will refer to both kinds of readings during the 
class. The Folder entitled “X FILES” will provide complementary readings on the topics. 
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COURSE SCHEDULE 
FIRST PART – GENERAL ISSUES ON THE OIL INDUSTRY AND TRANSNATIONAL LAW 

Week 1: Where we stand in the transnational legal scholarship of the petroleum industry? 

- Overview of the Schools of Legal Thought in Oil and Gas Law
- Overview of the Transnational Petroleum Industry

Week 2: The transit from international law to transnational law. The review of basic notions 

- Review of notions of International Law and Transnational Law (Sources of Law, Legal Order,
Arbitration, Applicable Law and Globalization)

- The legal regime of transnational sectors of the world economy

SECOND PART – THE CONSTRUCTION OF TRANSNATIONAL PETROLEUM LAW 

Week 3: Transnational Law. A New Theory of Rules and Legal Order in the Petroleum Sector 
- Investment Contracts and Transnational Petroleum Contracts
- Transnational Law and Transnational Petroleum Law.

Week 4: The transnational rules applicable to petroleum investments 
- Review of Investment Treaty Standards applicable to Petroleum Investments
- Review of Industry Standards applicable to Petroleum Investments

Week 5: Arbitration in the Petroleum Sector 
- The Separability Doctrine and the Principle of Competence-Competence (Negative and

Positive Effects)
- Applicable Law rules by international arbitrators. The autonomy of arbitration: Autonomy

regarding the applicable law and the legal regime and autonomy concerning the seat and the
enforcement of arbitral awards.

Week 6: The Arbitration Procedure 
- The Arbitration clause and the jurisdiction of an arbitral tribunal
- The procedure on the merits. The arbitral award and the ways to challenge arbitration

awards. The transnational enforcement of an arbitration award (The U.S. and the French
approach: The Putrabali v. Rena Holding case and the Chromalloy v. Egypt case under scrutiny)
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THIRD PART – TRANSNATIONAL PETROLEUM LAW IN PRACTICE 

Week 7: The legal regime of petroleum investments in Venezuela and Bolivia. 
Case under study: The Transnational Market of Investment Treaties 

- The legal regime of petroleum investments in Venezuela and Bolivia.
- The practice of treaty shopping by oil and gas corporations. The protection of investments in

case of denunciation of Investment Treaties and Conventions.
Readings: Legal doctrine and excerpts from petroleum arbitration cases against Venezuela and 
Bolivia’s investment treaty practice 

Week 8: The legal regime of petroleum investments in Ecuador and Russia. 
Case under study: The methods of direct and indirect expropriation in oil and gas arbitration 

- The legal regime of petroleum investments in Ecuador and Russia.
- Direct expropriation in the oil and gas industry. Nationalization and Expropriation. Indirect

expropriation in the oil and gas industry. Expropriation through tax measures.
Readings: Legal doctrine and excerpts from petroleum arbitration awards for investments in Russia 
(The Yukos case v. the Russian Federation) and Ecuador (The cases Occidental; Burlington; EnCana and 
Duke Energy against Ecuador). 

Week 9: Spring Break 

Week 10: Arbitration Week. How arbitrators Think about the appliable law? 
- Analysis on applicable law in an arbitration case distributed in class.
- The rules for arbitrators on applicable law. The methods of applicable law in petroleum

arbitration.

Week 11: The legal regime for petroleum investments in Brazil and Nigeria. 
Case under study: The international oil industry standards in practice. Their use, applicable and 
enforceability. 

- The legal regime of oil investments in Brazil and Nigeria.
- The incorporation of environmental best practices in national regulation, petroleum

contracts, and arbitration. The enforceability of industry practices by local courts or arbitration
tribunals.

Readings: Legal doctrine and the review of Brazilian and Nigerian practices on environmental issues. 
Excerpts from judicial decisions dealing with environmental best practices: the BP Macondo case in 
the U.S. and the Maria Aguinda Case v. Chevron in Ecuador. Excerpts from arbitration tribunals dealing 
with environmental best practices: Aminol v. Kuwait and Niko Resources v. Bangladesh. The Sarayaku 
case before the Inter-America Court of Human Rights against Ecuador (Prior Consent). 
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Week 12: The legal regime of petroleum investments in Colombia, Sudan and South Sudan. 
Case under study: The standards of protection and security. The Protection of investments in case 
of armed conflicts. Transnational rules of responsibility of corporations and corporate executives in 
cases of violations of human rights and criminal law. 

- The Legal Regime of Oil Contracts in Colombia and South Sudan.
- The Standards of protection of investments in case of armed conflicts. The risks of

corporations to incur in violations of international criminal law. Multiple Jurisdiction of
litigation in cases of human rights and armed conflicts

Readings: The case of petroleum investments in Colombia, South Sudan, and Nigeria. Nigerian cases 
under the Alien Tort Statute in U.S. Courts. 

Week 13: The Legal Regime of Angola and Kazakhstan. 
Case under study: The standard of fair and equitable treatment and transfer of funds. 

- The Legal Regime of Angola and Kazakhstan.
- The Standard of Fair and Equitable Treatment and Transfer of funds.

Readings: Review of standards of FET and transfer of funds in bilateral investment treaties and 
arbitration decisions. 

Week 14: The legal regime of petroleum investments in Mexico. The Mexican Oil Opening. 
Case under study: The rules of transparency and fight against corruption. Do we have a rule of 
transnational public order in the oil industry concerning corrupt practices? 

- The Legal Regime of petroleum investments in Mexico. The Oil Opening.
- Arbitration and Corruption practices in the oil industry. Transnational public order in the

petroleum industry.
Readings: Discussions on the transnational application of the Foreign Corrupt Practices Act and the 
Bribery Act in the United States (local courts) and the scrutiny of corrupt practices by arbitrations 
(transnational dispute resolution) 

Week 15: Argentina Oil and Gas Regulation. Expanding and multilaterazing investment arbitration. 

- Argentina Oil and Gas Regulation. National Treatment and Most Favorable Nation Treatment.
The Umbrella Clause.

- Final remarks on transnational petroleum law and the lex petrolea.
Readings: Legal Doctrine. Review of excerpts of arbitration awards in multiple jurisdictions. 
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Research Paper Topics (Examples) 

You may find in the text below ten suggested topics proposed to the class with a description or 
suggestions of an outline to write the paper. The students can also suggest their own topic and 
outlines that have to be approved by the Professor. 

The topics with a transnational law approach are the following: 

1. The consequences of denunciation of the ICSID Convention related to an oil investment
This paper must address the different scenarios for a foreign investor in the oil 
industry to find access to the jurisdiction of an international arbitration tribunal 
in cases where the host governments have denunciated the ICSID Convention. 
An analysis of the interpretation of articles 71 and 72 of the Washington 
Convention of 1965 are required. 

2. The consequences of denunciation of an investment treaty related to an oil investment
This paper must address the different strategies that a foreign investor in the oil 
industry may have in order to continuing having investment treaty protection. 
Questions related to survival clauses of investment treaties, Most Favorable 
Nation clauses, the method of consenting to arbitration and treaty shopping 
must be discussed. 

3. The implementation of the best practices of the oil industry in Nigeria/ Brazil/ Colombia/
Angola/ Kurdistan/ Mexico/ Libya/ Bolivia/ Norway/ Liberia/ Ghana/ UK

This paper should discuss the legal construction for the enforcement of best 
practices of the oil industry in one specific country from listed above or other 
country proposed by the student. Are best practices just voluntary practices? 
Are they enforceable because they are included in a contract? Are they 
enforceable because they find direct application in the petroleum industry? The 
analysis shall include a review of arbitration rules and state law related to the 
application of usages. The review of national regulation, contracts and excerpts 
of arbitration awards is required for an adequate analysis. The paragraphs 502 
and 503 from the decision on jurisdiction Niko Resources v. Bangladesh (ICSID, 
2012) are relevant to the analysis. 
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4. Is the Windfall Profit Tax a transnational practice in the oil industry in the hands of
states?

Between 2005 and 2012 a number of oil producing States approved a kind of tax 
called the “Windfall Profit Tax” in order to increase the government take in 
petroleum investments. Some players have argued that this practice meet an 
international standard that the State, as the owner of the non-renewable 
resource, "is to be the main beneficiary of extra revenue resulting from high oil 
prices.” What are the arguments to support this idea and the limits that 
transnational law and contract practice may provide? 

5. The protection of oil investments in case of armed conflicts, the case of South Sudan?
This paper must address the obligations of South Sudan to grant protection and 
security to foreign investors in the oil sector in the country under an investment 
treaty and the applicable transnational law to foreign investors in the oil sectors 
related to the performance of investments in places where armed conflicts are 
taking place. 

6. Is treaty shopping a legitimate practice in the petroleum sector?
This paper must write a comment on the decision of jurisdiction in the case 
Mobil Cerro Negro v. Venezuela 2010, decided by an ICSID tribunal presided by 
Gilbert Guillaume. The comment must highlight, Why the practice of treaty 
shopping is considered a legitimate practice? And What limits have been 
developed by arbitration practice? The paper shall make reference to other 
cases such as Phoenix Action, Tokios Tokeles, Tidewaters, among others. 

7. Transnational Legal Regime for oil investments in
This paper shall discuss the different sources of law applicable to a petroleum 
investment in an oil producing country. The paper must make reference to all 
possible sources of law and the ways of interconnection between all these 
sources of law through the practice of arbitration. 

8. The recent enforcement of stabilization clauses included in petroleum agreements in
arbitration awards.

Stabilization clauses have been always a controversial topic in oil and gas 
arbitration. Some authors consider these clauses unenforceable and only useful 
to increase the bargaining power of oil corporations before oil producing states. 
However, recent arbitration decisions have provided guidelines on how these 
clauses can be enforceable and how the amount of damages can be calculated 
following industry practices. Thus, the paper must describe these new 
developments and analyze whether this is a practice that must continue to be 
implemented in long term contracts in the petroleum industry. 
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9. Commentary of the Sarayaku case v. Ecuador before the Inter-American Court of Human
Rights. The case of Prior Consent.

The decision of 2012 issued by the ICHR in the case Sarayaku v. Ecuador 
contributed with guidelines in the implementation of prior consent by oil 
producing countries. The decision was published on the website of the ICHR and 
the question is whether this decision by an inter-state tribunal can affect 
contract and industry practices in the petroleum sector around the world. Can 
the Sarayaku decision be used as international case law an arbitration between 
a State and an oil corporation? Could States non-members of the ICHR be 
“forced” to follow the standards developed by the decision? Are corporations 
following the new guidelines in other jurisdictions different than Ecuador 

10. Commentary on Yukos v. Russia
This paper must address three specific questions: 1) How the arbitral tribunal 
could rely on WikiLeaks cables to decide some issues in the award? 2) Indirect 
expropriation through tax measures in violation of the Energy Charter Treaty and 
1) The reduction of compensation as a result of investor’s violation of national
law (contributory fault).

 Appointments: 
Any other appointment must be discussed with the Professor addressing an email to: 
jcardena@central.uh.edu 
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UH Law Center’s Investment Arbitration team finishes 

among top four finalists in competition in Colombia

April 17, 2019 — The University of Houston Law Center’s Investment Arbitration was a semi-finalist at the VI

Investment Arbitration Competition which took place from April 8-12 in Bogotá, Colombia. The tournament

was conducted entirely in Spanish.

Participants included 3L students Liz Llamas and Maria Cristina Ortegon and 2L Ivana Mariles Toledo. Ortegon

received a Speaker Honorable Mention Diploma. 

“This year's case involved a natural gas pipeline construction project in Europe, international sanctions, and

regulatory changes in the Host-State,” said Law Center Research Assistant Professor Julian Cardenas Garcia.

“These competitions not only show the outstanding advocacy skills of our students, but also their bilingual

capabilities.”

Carlos Ruiz ‘18 of Heim, Payne & Chorush, Danny Avila II ‘18 of Reed Smith, and Mayra Itriago served as

coaches.
16

javascript:void(0)
https://www.law.uh.edu/
javascript:void(0)
http://www.law.uh.edu/


IV. INVESTMENT LAW STUDENT SPOTLIGHT

17



18



UH Law Center 3L Ortegón gaining international legal experience at World Bank

Maria Cristina Ortegón will graduate from 
the University of Houston Law Center in 
May.

Jan. 28, 2019 —Growing up in the sister cities of Laredo, Texas, and Nuevo 
Laredo in the Mexican state of Tamaulipas, Maria Cristina Ortegón became 

aware of the interconnectedness between nations at an early age.

The third-year University of Houston Law Center student will build upon that 

lifelong knowledge this semester during an internship with the World Bank's 

International Centre for Settlement and Investment Disputes in Washington D.C.

"I am looking forward to furthering my knowledge and putting into practice what 

I have learned throughout my legal education," Ortegón said. "As someone who 

is interested in international investment arbitration, it will be an honor to gain 

experience in this field at ICSID, the leading institution in investment dispute 
settlement."

Prior to attending the Law Center, Ortegon studied at the Instituto Tecnológico Autónomo de México, where she 

learned about business and culture in Mexico. She attended Trinity University for her undergraduate education, 

majoring in political science.

Ortegón has previously worked as a legal intern for PEMEX and TransCanada, which led her to understand the 
intersection of international law with energy law.

"While working at both of these international companies I was able to learn what is common practice in the oil and 

gas industry," she said. "Understanding this practice is crucial to me and my career as it has become in itself a 

recognized applicable standard in international disputes, particularly in international arbitrations."
When selecting a law school, Ortegón wanted a school where she could study the law of the U.S. and Mexico. She 

said the Law Center's Center for U.S. and Mexican Law and Houston's status in the energy industry were her 

deciding factors.

Participating in the International Investment Arbitration in Spanish at American University and instruction from 

Research Assistant Professor Julián Cárdenas García have been among the most memorable moments for her at 

the Law Center.

"Competing as a 2L and advancing to the final round was one of the most enriching experiences that I have had 

while in law school," Ortegón said. "Through this experience I was able to expand my knowledge in investment 

arbitration and confirm my interest in practicing in this field.

"Professor Cárdenas introduced me to the world of international arbitration and encouraged me to attend a 
summer course at The Hague Academy of International Law and to apply to the ICSID internship, and for that I will
always be grateful. His courses in Transnational Investment Law and Arbitration and Transnational Petroleum Law
were some of the most interesting courses that I have taken while at the Law Center."
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Student Spotlight

UHLC student Kang interning for global arbitration organization in Singapore 

Sept. 18, 2019 — University of Houston Law Center third-year 

student Seungho Kang recently began a three-month 

internship with the Singapore International Arbitration Centre 

where he is drawing upon his prior work experience while 

honing his arbitration skills.

“An internship with the SIAC is a great opportunity to 

experience international law and arbitration,” Kang said. “I will 

participate in various arbitration procedures, including 

receiving and processing arbitration cases, facilitating 

arbitrator selection by the parties, hearings, and facilitating the 

scrutiny of draft awards.

After taking Research Assistant Professor Julian Cardenas Garcia’s course in Transnational Investment Law and

Arbitration, Kang decided to explore the subject further.

Kang had a robust career before law school, working as a construction manager for ExxonMobil projects,

business development manager in Saudi Arabia, and corporate strategy manager of Samsung C&T.

“I was involved in many mega projects solving problems between multinational clients and many stakeholders

who have varying interests,” he said. “In Samsung, I restructured market strategy for the entire North

American regions to improve efficiency, including addressing various legal issues.”

His decision to pursue a legal education came from his time with Samsung, where he often encountered

professionals in the international energy and infrastructure industries.

“I recognized that there will be more legal issues in international energy and infrastructure projects,” Kang

said. “I could contribute in many ways, such as financing, contracts, alternative dispute resolutions and

arbitrations by leveraging my experience.”

During his stay in Singapore, Kang will explore the intersection of his work expertise and legal knowledge in a

research and writing project supervised by Cardenas.

“I would address differences between Asian and American arbitration in energy and infrastructure sectors to

leverage my experience in SIAC” he said. “It may cover the current trends, rules, procedures, awards,

enforcements, and case studies. These will be huge advantages to be specialized in international energy and

infrastructure.

“I am so excited and thank the UH Law Center to have these great opportunities.”
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University of Houston Law Center student Ivana Mariles

UH Law Center 3L Ivana Mariles lands arbitration internship at World Bank in nation’s capital 

Nov. 15, 2019 — Ivana Mariles, a third-year student at the University of Houston 

Law Center, will spend her Spring 2020 semester working with the International 

Centre for Settlement of Investment Disputes at the World Bank in Washington, 

D.C.

“It’s so exciting to know that the Law Center has prepared me for an internship 
like this,” Mariles said. “It’s really rewarding because it is an affirmation of 

everything I have completed up until now.”

The institute, established in 1966 to promote international investment, serves as a 
platform for investor-state dispute settlements and strives to bring awareness to 

international foreign relations law.

“The opportunity to be in D.C. and work with the center is something that I think is a once-in-a-lifetime opportunity,” she said. “I’m 

excited to go and do the best I can.”

Interning with ICSID intrigued Mariles because she admires the trust investors and states have in the organization, which allows 

international investments to happen and encourages social and economic advancement.

“ICSID is probably the most important institution when it comes to investor-state arbitrations,” Mariles said. “It’s such a unique 

institution and I really want to learn from its success and contribute to its mission because I think there’s not really anything out 

there like it functioning as well and at such a grand scale.”

Every case that ICSID takes is assigned to one of four case management teams, each one handling matters in different languages. 

Mariles, who is bilingual, expects she will be placed in either the English or Spanish group.

“I’m there to help these arbitrations move along as smoothly as possible,” she said. “I’ll be doing research for issues that come up in 

these proceedings; I will attend hearings, take notes of everything that’s going on for the record and I’ll help the parties in these 

disputes sort out any logistical aspects of their proceeding.

“Everything so that they feel they are getting the fairest opportunity to resolve this issue.”

International arbitration fascinates Mariles because of the positive impact it can have and range of issues it is able to solve, such as 

preventing war, stimulating economies in developing countries, and solving commercial disputes between companies.

“Everything is such high stakes, yet I would say it’s probably one of the more personalized and peaceful ways to resolve a dispute,” 

she said. “What interests me about it is the potential that you have as an individual to use this tool to go out and effect really great 

change in the world one dispute at a time.”

Mariles took Transnational Investment Law and Arbitration with Research Assistant Professor Julian Cardenas Garcia in fall 2018, 

then immediately joined the Investment Arbitration Team, which reached semi-finals at the Investment Arbitration Competition 

this past April in Bogotá, Colombia.

“The cool thing about the team honestly is that you’re learning about all these things in the classroom, and on the team you actually 

get to go out and do all the things you’re learning about — you’re getting to put it into practice,” she said. “For me it was like an ‘oh 

yes’ moment. This is what I want to do.”

While at the Law Center, Mariles has enjoyed a range of classes and connected with many professors, but she has found a teacher 

and mentor in Cardenas, whose Transnational Investment Law and Arbitration course introduced her to ICSID and laid the 

foundation for the arbitration experiences she has had.

“All of my professors have been important, but honestly, I am most grateful for Professor Cardenas,” she said. “He has made every 

effort to make sure I’m doing everything that’s needed to pursue a career in international arbitration.”

Mariles credits Cardenas for teaching her that networking is invaluable to law students and lawyers alike.

“You have to be prepared in every single instance that you are going to be representing yourself as a lawyer or a future lawyer,” she 

said. “But really the most important thing is that you have a strong network of friends, colleagues and mentors around you, because 

if you have that, you have the resources that you need to succeed.”
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V. INVESTMENT LAW CONFERENCES
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BW ENERGY GABON Pte. Ltd. |  PARTNERSHIPS

The Environment, Energy and Natural Resources Center (EENRC) at the 
University of Houston Law Center along with UH Energy, has been working 
with BW Energy Gabon Pte. Ltd. on behalf of the Republic of Gabon. 

Ongoing

On February 25, 2020, UH Energy hosted Minister Vincent de Paul Massassa, Minister 

of Petroleum, Gas, and Mining of the Republic of Gabon as a keynote speaker in the 

conference “Oil and Gas Investment Opportunities in Gabon.” The event had the 

participation in investors in the oil sector in Gabon, professors and students interested 

in the Gabonese hydrocarbons sector. The event was sponsored by the Norwegian oil 

company BW Energy. 

Minister Massassa delivered a presentation highlighting the key opportunities for 

investments in the 12th Oil Offshore License Round that offers 35 oil blocks in the West 

African Nation. The bid round follows an open door process which has been carried out 

under the new Gabonese Hydrocarbons Code enacted in 2019. Back in the summer of 

2018, a multidisciplinary team of faculty experts from the University of Houston provided 

technical assistance to the Ministry of Petroleum of Gabon for the development of the 

new Hydrocarbons Code, that provides a new fiscal and economic regime to attract 

investments in order to increase exploration and production activity. After the Code was 

approved in July 2019, twelve exploration licenses have been signed by foreign oil and gas 

companies including Malaysian Petronas, French-based Perenco; Chinese CNOOC Ltd and 

UK based Assala Energy. Therefore, UH Energy is pleased to have contributed to restore the 

investment attractiveness of Gabon’s oil sector.

Gabon is currently producing 216,000 b.o.d. which represents a 10% increase compared to 

2018 production. 
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Julian Cardenas Garcia

Research Professor 

Professor Cardenas joined the University of Houston Law Center in 2012 as an Energy Scholar and Visiting Professor at 
the Environment, Energy and Natural Resources Center (EENR Center), focusing on transnational oil and gas 
transactions. At UHLC he teaches the courses Transnational Petroleum Law; Transnational Investment Law and 
Arbitration; Diplomacy and Geopolitics of Oil and Gas; and Global O&G Service and Procurement Agreements. As a 
visiting professor, he has taught investment law and arbitration in the O&G sector, and O&G industry practices at the 
Universidade do Estado do Rio de Janeiro (UERJ) in Brazil; the Universidad Autónoma de Nuevo León (UANL) in 
Monterrey, and the Instituto Tecnológico Autónomo de México – ITAM, in Mexico City, Mexico; the University Paris Sud, 
France; and the University Externado, in Bogota,Colombia. 

He has assisted on hydrocarbons regulation and oil and gas contract drafting to different national hydrocarbons 
regulators. At the EENR Center, he is the coordinator of the "Inter-American Hydrocarbons Regulators Dialogue," 
an initiative conceived to create a nexus between national hydrocarbons agencies, the private sector, and the 
academia.  

He has been retained as an independent expert in international arbitrations regarding the upstream petroleum sector 
in Venezuela and has also been involved in ICC, AAA and ICSID arbitration cases concerning downstream petroleum 
transactions, direct foreign investments, and international construction projects. 

He is a conference speaker on oil and gas investment law and arbitration matters, best petroleum industry practices, 
and geopolitics of the oil and gas. He has been a guest speaker in conferences on these issues in the U.S., Canada, 
France, Scotland, the Netherlands, Mexico, Brazil, Cuba, Gabon, Costa Rica, Trinidad & Tobago, Ecuador, Colombia, and 
Venezuela. Also, Professor Cardenas is frequently interviewed by media outlets on Latin American affairs and oil and 
gas industry matters.  

Before joining the EENR Center, he worked as foreign legal clerk at the Arbitration Department of Dewey & Leboeuf, 
Paris, and also served for nearly six years as a career diplomat for the Venezuelan Ministry of Foreign Affairs, working 
multilateral affairs with the Organization of the American States (OAS) and the United Nations (U.N.) and bilateral 
affairs on sovereign boundary issues. He works effectively in Spanish, French, and English, and has some working 
proficiency in Portuguese. 

He holds a law degree and a B.A. in International Relations from the Universidad Central de Venezuela; a Master of 
Laws in Arbitration and a Diplôme Superieur d'Université in Business Law from the Sorbonne University - Paris II 
Pantheon-Assas; and an LL.M. with a Certificate in Energy, Environment & Natural Resources Law from the University 
of Houston Law Center. He was a Doctoral Fellow at the Research Center for Investment and International Trade Law 
(CREDIMI-CNRS) at the University of Bourgogne, Dijon, France. 

Professor Cárdenas is a violinist who has played with different symphony orchestras in Venezuela, France, and the U.S. 
He has performed at the Berlin Philharmonie, the Carnegie Hall, and the Sorbonne Amphitheatre, among other venues. 
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