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Global Health Law 
 

University of Houston Law Center 
Nicholas J. Diamond 

Spring 2022 
Thursdays, 7:30 – 9:30PM [in-person] 

 
---- 

 
Nicholas J. Diamond 
Email: njd9@georgetown.edu 
Office Hours: Please email to set up a meeting   
 
Course Description 
Global health law has emerged as a field that sits at the timely intersection of public health and 
international law. More specifically, it is defined by the norms, processes, institutions, and actors that 
shape global governance for health. This course introduces students to both the theory and practice 
of global health law, with an emphasis on how the law can be a tool to respond to the most urgent 
health threats of our time. This course first provides an overview of the normative foundation of 
global health law, encompassing the adjacent fields of both global health ethics and global justice. It 
likewise introduces the institutions (e.g., World Health Organization) and actors (e.g., governments, 
private sector) that shape global governance for health. It then details the legal foundation of global 
health law, including its roots in general international law and the rights-based framework developed 
under international human rights law. Finally, it explores a selection of the most urgent challenges in 
global health law, such as pandemic preparedness, noncommunicable diseases, global vaccine access, 
and tobacco control. Prior coursework or experience in either global health or international law is not 
required.  
 
Assessment Plan 

● Timed final exam (80%) 

● Attendance and participation (20%) 
 
Textbooks and Other Course Materials 

• LAWRENCE O. GOSTIN, GLOBAL HEALTH LAW (2014). 

• FOUNDATIONS OF GLOBAL HEALTH & HUMAN RIGHTS (Lawrence O. Gostin & Benjamin 
Mason Meier eds., 2020). 

• Supplemental readings, as needed, will be made available to students.  
 
Attendance and Class Participation  
Attendance is expected during all class sessions, subject to an emergency, of which I expect you to 
notify me in advance, if possible. A lack of (unexcused) attendance or participation will be reflected 
in the portion of your final semester grade that has been allocated for class participation.  
 
Syllabus Changes 
While the overall structure of the syllabus will remain the same, I expect that there will be slight 
changes to reading assignments or the class schedule throughout the semester. Any changes will be 
announced no later than one week in advance and the syllabus will be updated to reflect any changes.  
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Session Plan 

 

WEEK DATE TOPIC(S) READINGS 

Part I – Foundations 

1 January 20 
Course introductions; 
overview of global 
health law 

Gostin & Taylor, Global Health Law: A Definition and Grand Challenges 

2 January 27 
Normative 
foundations of global 
health law 

Gostin, Public Health, Ethics, and Human Rights: A Tribute to the Late Jonathan Mann 

Ruger, Normative Foundations of Global Health Law 

3 February 3 
Theories of justice and 
their relation to global 
health law 

Daniels, Justice, Health and Healthcare 

Ruger, Global Health Justice 

4 February 10 
Global health 
institutions and actors 

Gostin, Chapters 4–5 

Part II – Legal Architecture 

5 February 17 
Introduction to public 
international law 

Gostin & Meier, Chapter 2 

Other reading TBD 

6 February 24 
Health-related rights 
under international 
human rights law 

Gostin, Chapter 8 

Gostin & Meier, Chapter 4 

7 March 3 
Key international 
instruments in global 
health law 

Gostin, Chapters 6–7 

https://academic.oup.com/phe/article/1/1/53/1415563?login=true
https://scholarship.law.georgetown.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=2831&context=facpub
https://www.researchgate.net/profile/Jennifer-Ruger/publication/261766796_Normative_Foundations_of_Global_Health_Law/links/02e7e53889ce3693e7000000/Normative-Foundations-of-Global-Health-Law.pdf
https://pdfs.semanticscholar.org/8696/149ffdc0457f2dcaeaa60a3def0a0442521d.pdf
https://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=1502810
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8 March 10 
International trade, 
investment, and global 
health 

Gostin & Meier, Chapter 16 

Other reading TBD 

Part III – Challenges 

9 March 24 

Sustainable 
development; 
communicable 
diseases 

Gostin & Meier, Chapters 10, 15 

10 March 31 
Noncommunicable 
diseases; chronic 
illness 

Gostin, Chapter 13 

Gostin & Meier, Chapter 13 

11 April 7 The environment Gostin & Meier, Chapters 12, 19 

12 April 14 
Conflicts and 
emergencies; COVID-
19 pandemic (pt. 1) 

Gostin & Meier, Chapter 17 

Other reading TBD 

13 April 21 
COVID-19 pandemic 
(pt. 2) 

TBD 

Part IV – Looking ahead 

14 April 28 

Future of global 
health law; emerging 
global threats; course 
summary and final 
exam review 

Gostin & Meier, Chapter 20 

Other reading TBD 

 
 


