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Statutory Interpretation and Regulation 
Syllabus  

 
Professor Dru Stevenson 

Email drury.stevenson@gmail.com OR dstevenson@stcl.edu  
  

Office hours by Zoom (appointment by email) 
 
Main Text: John F. Manning & Matthew C. Stephenson, Legislation & Regulation (3nd ed., Foundation Press)(note the 
book has two main parts or halves, and we will do the second half first, as explained below); Required Supplement: 
Drury D. Stevenson, Law-in-a-Flash: Administrative Law (2nd ed.) (Flashcards are necessary in preparing for the exam – 
see below) 
 
Examination & Grading: There will be one final exam, with many multiple-choice questions, and (depending on class 
size) some short answer questions or an essay.  Most exam questions will be based on the professor’s flashcards, but at 
least 25% of the exam will be new or previously unseen questions.  Course handouts (from website or distributed by 
email) are also tested in detail on the exam.  Note that this course is graded on the 1L curve, even for 2L transfer 
students. 
 
This course will be primarily in-person (in a regular classroom), though we must be flexible about responding to 
another wave of the pandemic.  A few classes during the semester may be done by an assigned set of pre-recorded video 
lectures (average 10-20 minutes each) about individual cases or topics.  I have a YouTube channel with a playlist of all 
the videos for the course arranged in order: 
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLDBNYJzmNnKtVg4y0rYImUTxZriM3rG89.  Note that there are also videos 
for cases we will discuss in class – students may find these very helpful in preparing for class or reviewing for the exam. 
 
There will be a Lexis Classroom Canvas course page for my course that contains all the course materials, PPTs, and useful 
video lectures embedded and arranged in order.  Students self-enroll in the Canvas course page, but I can manually add you 
if you encounter problems.  Students have a few options to access the review videos: through YouTube, the Canvas 
course page, or a Word doc with hyperlinks.  
 
Again, please note these for your own records.  They will only be required if an attendance question arises regarding an 
individual student. Attendance at “live” Zoom classes is expected, but the professor does NOT tabulate or keep track 
during the semester – I won’t be able to answer questions off the top of my head about how many absences you have so far, 
etc.  
 
ORDER OF COURSE TOPICS:  
1) I do not assign specific pages of reading for each week or individual classes.  We will spend more time on some 

cases/topics and move through others more quickly.  Students should be able to anticipate what the next set of 
materials to read/watch will be based on where we leave off in a class.   

2) The casebook has two main parts that are standalone halves – the “regulation” part is completely distinct from the 
“statutory interpretation” part.  We will do the SECOND PART on “regulations” first, and it will cover the first half 
of the semester.  This section is an introduction to Administrative Law topics.  For the second half of the semester we 
will do the “statutory interpretation” part, which focuses on the use/abuse of legislative history by courts and the 
traditional “canons of construction.”  

  
FIRST HALF OF SEMESTER: 
 

mailto:drury.stevenson@gmail.com
mailto:drury.stevenson@gmail.com
mailto:dstevenson@stcl.edu
mailto:dstevenson@stcl.edu
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLDBNYJzmNnKtVg4y0rYImUTxZriM3rG89
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLDBNYJzmNnKtVg4y0rYImUTxZriM3rG89


 

2 

MODULE 1: (Casebook Ch 3) Constitutional Position of Administrative Agencies  
Introduction to the Modern Administrative State 
Delegation of Lawmaking Power 
Congressional Control of Delegated Power 
Appointment & Removal 
Presidential Control of Agencies 

 
MODULE 2 (Casebook Ch 4) The Regulatory Process  

Overview of Regulatory Process 
Notice-and-Comment Rulemaking 
Alternatives to Notice-and-Comment 
Judicial Review of Agency Rules 

 
MODULE 3 (Casebook Ch 5) Statutory Interpretation & The Regulatory State 

Judicial Review of Agency Interpretation 
Chevron & Textual Interpretation 
Chevron & Substantive Canons 
Limits of Chevron’s Domain (last section of book)  

 
SPRING BREAK 

 
MODULE 4 (Casebook Ch 1) The Legislative Power and the Interpretation of Statutes  

 Introduction to Legislation and Statutory Interpretation  
Letter of the Law versus the Spirit of the Law  
Which Textual Meaning Is the Right One?  
Legislative History 
Judicial Power & Equitable Interpretation 

MODULE 5 (Casebook Ch 2) Canons of Construction 
Introduction to Canons (added topics: incorporation by reference, implied repeals) 
Semantic Canons  
Substantive Canons 
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Course Learning Outcomes: At the completion of the course, students should be able to incorporate the tools of 
structural, procedural, lexical, and grammatical analysis, as well as the traditional interpretive canons, to derive and 
identify a range of possible interpretations from any statutory or regulatory text, and to formulate or respond to arguments 
about the most appropriate meaning to the verbiage under consideration.  Students will understand the role of regulatory 
agencies within our legal system and government. Finally, students will have the preliminary skills required to participate 
in drafting new legislation or regulations. 
 

Required notices: 
 

Counseling and Psychological Services (CAPS)  
CAPS can help students who are having difficulties managing stress, adjusting to the demands of a professional program, 

or feeling sad and hopeless. You can reach CAPS (www.uh.edu/caps) by calling 713-743-5454 during and after business 
hours for routine appointments or if you or someone you know is in crisis. No appointment is necessary for the “Let’s 
Talk” program, a drop-in consultation service at convenient locations and hours around campus. 
www.uh.edu/caps/outreach/lets_talk.html .  

 
Sexual Misconduct Policy 
The University is committed to maintaining and strengthening an educational, working and living environment where 

students, faculty, staff, and visitors are free from discrimination and sexual misconduct. If you have experienced an 
incident of discrimination or sexual misconduct, there is a confidential reporting process available to you. For more 
information, please refer to the University system’s Anti-Discrimination Policy SAM 01.D.07 and Sexual Misconduct 
Policy SAM 01.D.08, available here: 

http://www.uhsystem.edu/compliance-ethics/uhs-policies/sams/01-general-information/index.php 
http://www.uhsystem.edu/compliance-ethics/_docs/sam/01/1d7.pdf (antidiscrimination) 
http://www.uhsystem.edu/compliance-ethics/_docs/sam/01/1d8.pdf (sexual misconduct) 
Please be aware that under the sexual misconduct policy, SAM 01.D.08, faculty are required to report to the University any 

information received regarding sexual misconduct as defined in the policy. Please note that the reporting obligations 
under the sexual misconduct policy reach to employees and students. Also, as a required reporting party, Law Center 
employees and faculty members are not a confidential resource. 

 
Names and Pronouns  
Chosen names and preferred pronouns (including non-binary ones such as they/them/their) must be respected in my 

classroom. Please feel free to reach out to me at any time if you want to make me aware of your chosen name or 
preferred pronoun, or if you have concerns about how I or your classmates address you. 

 
 
Syllabus Changes   
Due to the changing nature of the COVID-19 pandemic, please note that the instructor may need to make modifications to 
the course syllabus and may do so at any time. Notice of such changes will be announced as quickly as possible through 
email, class announcements, and the Lexis Canvas course page. 
 
Mask Policy – students must comply with whatever current UHLC policies require.  Even if masks are not required, 
the professor encourages students to wear masks to class and to spread out in the room as much as possible and urges 
students to get the COVID vaccine. The professor may wear a mask while teaching. 
 
Required Daily Health Self-Assessment (required for courses with a face-to-face component) – students must comply 
with current UHLC rules and requirements.  Please do not come to class if you are sick with COVID or any other disease 
that could infect others in the classroom.  If you need to miss a class due to sickness, the professor can provide recorded 
lectures explaining any cases we covered that class, and announcements you missed, via email. 
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