Advanced Topics in Constitutional Law

Fall 2025
Professor Seth J. Chandler

Course Description

This writing seminar empowers students to explore topics in constitutional law and to hone their
academic writing skills. The professor will ensure that students understand the particular
demands of academic legal writing' -- including the importance of a "thesis -- and how intelligent
use of Large Language Models can greatly enhance research and writing quality.? Students will
be expected to present their initial topics®, provide a midstream discussion of their findings and
thesis, and make a final "defense" of their thesis. Other students will be asked to provide
constructive feedback at each of these stages. Students will also be expected once or twice
during the semester to construct a reading packet for their fellow students based on a scenario
provided by the Professor. The problem will then be collectively explored by the class. Several
days will also be devoted to a general discussion of contemporary issues in Constitutional Law;
the precise topics will depend on events occurring during the Fall semester.

Syllabus

Class Organization

Classes will take one of three forms

Tooling Days (Approximately 6 classes)

' The book Academic Legal Writing by Eugene Volokh will be central to this effort.

2 Students will be required to purchase a subscription to a leading large language model as determined by
the instructor. Expected cost for the semester will be about $100.

% The professor will "negotiate" a topic with each student. Often these topics will derive from a list
provided by the professor but they can also emerge from particular interests of the student in any area of
constitutional law. Care in selection of a topic (and potential refinement as research progresses) is crucial
to the success of writing projects.



Writing an Academic Paper

2 classes: | will teach students how to write a good academic paper. | will use the Volokh book
to do so.

Using Library Resources

1 class: | will have a librarian discuss best practices and resources when researching
Constitutional Law, particularly how to use monographs, historical materials, primary sources,
and interdisciplinary documents. This lecture will also cover non-electronic research, which still
exists.

Using a Large Language Model

4 classes: | will teach students how to use an LLM well, including basic prompting, RAG
(including CustomGPTs), Search, Deep Research, editing using a Canvas or similar tools,
LaTeX generation, Overleaf, Westlaw Al in conjunction with other LLMs. (Possibly LEXIS if it
improves, and possibly other tools such as Vincent Al and/or midpage)

Problem Days (Approximately 14 classes)

| will produce a legal problem based on an area of constitutional law. Each problem will be
specially assigned to a student. Problems will be selected from a book | am creating.

Tentative List of Problems

These problems are subject to change and augmentation. We will likely use a book | am drafting
as the basis for the problems.

Separation of Powers problems

e Whom can the President fire problem (see what is going on at SCOTUS wrt Humphrey's
Executor and related)

e Major Questions Doctrine and non-delegation doctrine problem (Supreme Court will
likely have decided
Presidential impoundment problem (or something with DOGE)
Public rights/7th amendment Jarkesy issue



Justiciability Doctrine

e State standing problem (what should the requirements be; what is left of Massachusetts
v. EPA; is the growth a good thing)

e Distinguishing racial gerrymandering from political gerrymandering: and how to deal with
multiracial districts

e War Powers problem (also relates to separation of powers)

Substantive Due Process and related

e Modern abortion restriction or maybe trans problem

"Others"

e Immigration law and its collision with the first amendment
e Indian law problem, perhaps something on concurrent jurisdiction
e Territorial law problem [maybe what we could do with Greenland]

State Constitutional Law

e Texas Constitution problem, possibly on Governor's emergency powers
e Regulatory takings

Panel Assignments

The Panel Student will prepare a packet available one week before class. The packet will
consist, in addition to the problem, a packet of no more than 20 pages and contain

a) A reading list containing at least 3 Supreme Court cases (edited versions) that should be
read to understand the issue and at least one scholarly article that is relevant to the problem.
You don't need to provide the text of the cases or articles. Just a citation with a one sentence
parenthetical indicating their relevance.

b) Briefs of the leading constitutional cases

c) A black letter law summary of the area

d) A proposed solution to the problem

The Panel Student should also prepare a 6-8 slide presentation to be used in class. In lieu
thereof, they may also produce a synthetic podcast of about 10 minutes that we listen to in
class.



All of this should be done interactively with Al. | will teach you how to use Al to do this and
provide two examples of how | want this done.

Non-panel students should read the packet and be prepared to discuss it in class. Be prepared
to come up with alternative solutions, suggest further research, and ask questions about the
cases. The panel student and professor should be prepared to answer those questions.

Each student is likely to produce one packet during this course. | will produce two exemplar
packets so students understand more fully what | want them to produce.

Current Events Days (Approximately 4 classes)

There is a lot going on in Constitutional Law. | want to set aside a few classes to study the
constitutional implications of various events or perhaps to take a look at cases decided by the
Supreme Court during the prior term. | will develop a reading packet for the students and expert
the class to participate in an intelligent discussion.

Presentation Days (Approximately 4 classes)

e Students will present their topics (1 day); fellow students will provide constructive
criticism using the Volokh book

e Students will present their initial findings (1 day); fellow students will suggest areas for
further research and focus on whether there is a coherent thesis

e Students present their final papers (2 days); fellow students will admire the work and
provide modest suggestions



Paper Days (6 or 7 class sessions)

Topic Day(s): [1 or 2 days depending on number of students] On these days, students
will present their topics.They should prepare a 250 word document outlining the topic
and distribute it to students one day in advance. Other students should be prepared to
critique the topics, ask questions, and suggest ways the topic could be sharpened,
limited or generalized.

Midstream Draft Day(s): [two or three days depending on number of students] On these
days, students will present their first draft. They will provide students with a 1000 word
summary of their work as well as have a slide deck or other visual aid. They should
discuss research and writing challenges. Other students should be prepared to provide
constructive feedback.

Final Draft Day(s) [two or three days depending on number of students]: One these
days, students will present their second draft. They will provide students with a 1000
word summary of their work. They should discuss remaining research and writing
challenges. It is very important that the paper have a clear thesis by this point and a
clear solution that can be subjected to challenges and test cases. Other students should
be prepared to provide constructive feedback.

Learning Objectives

Develop advanced critical thinking abilities to analyze complex legal issues from multiple
perspectives and identify underlying assumptions in legal arguments.

Understand the profound role of history in constitutional law.

Appreciate the importance of state constitutions in addition to the federal constitution
Master sophisticated research methodologies that blend traditional legal research with
emerging technological tools, including mastery of using contemporary Al/LLMs for
research and writing.

Refine persuasive writing abilities to construct well-reasoned arguments supported by
appropriate evidence and authority.

Strengthen oral communication and presentation skills necessary for articulating
complex legal concepts to non-expert audiences. How to use non-textual materials such
as audio, video, diagrams, websites to augment understanding

Build collaborative competencies through providing constructive feedback and engaging
in scholarly dialogue with peers.

Enhance project management capabilities by developing research plans, meeting
deadlines, and producing high-quality deliverables.

Develop information synthesis skills to distill complex legal materials into clear, concise,
and accessible formats.



10. Cultivate intellectual curiosity and self-directed learning habits that extend beyond formal
education. Study of Constitutional Law should be fun.

Grading Rubric

5% topic selection

2% topic presentation

5% midstream presentation
10% final presentation
18% packet creation

20% first draft

40% final draft

The professor reserves the right to raise or lower student grades by one unit based on class
participation. Grading will not be anonymous in this course.

Policies

Attendance

e Students must attend at least 80% of class sessions.

e Attendance must be in person unless (1) | have designated the class as a "Zoom class" or (2) it
is one of four classes that the student may choose to attend via Zoom. Students may not Zoom in
on a presentation day.

e If you observe religious or cultural holidays that will coincide with class sessions, please let me
know as soon as possible, so that we may make arrangements. | follow state law on the subject.

Civility

In this course, all students are welcome regardless of socio-economic status, age, race, ethnicity,
disability, religion, national origin, veteran’s status, gender, political affiliation, marital status and other
diverse identities that we each bring to class. Constitutional law involves issues about which people care
deeply. A skill I want you to develop is an ability to really hear positions and arguments with which you
may disagree and develop ways of persuading a broad spectrum of people of your position. Yelling or ad
hominem attacks are seldom effective in this regard.

If you have a name or form of address that you prefer, let me know. | like to go by "Professor Chandler"
in class. | don't like the "Hey" salutation, as in "Hey, Professor Chandler."



Al Policy

| believe that Al and Large Language Models can be very helpful in the study of law -- IF USED PROPERLY.
Used improperly, it can be both a disastrous crutch and a vehicle to create serious errors and get you in
trouble. So, for my course, here are the rules. Al can be extremely helpful in improving and accelerating
the work of lawyers. You should use Al in drafting, editing, research. Unless | tell you otherwise, | do not
consider the use of Al to be "cheating." But you must know how to use Al well. Most "failures" of Al are
due to humans not understanding their capabilities, how one communicates with them, and their
limitations. Large Language Models tend to hallucinate and they are not yet as good as skilled humans in
areas of their expertise where the humans have adequate time. You are responsible for anything you say
or write whether Al, your neighbor, the Internet or whatever was the source of your information. It is
your job to verify information fully and sensibly. Moreover, although Al is often a good first start in legal
analysis, ultimately, at least for now, the information and ideas have to get into your brain.

Disabilities

If you anticipate or experience barriers based on a disability (including any chronic or temporary medical
or mental health condition), please feel free to reach out to me so that we may discuss options. If you
require any support services, you may contact Ms. Samantha Ary, Academic Records Coordinator. Ms.
Ary is located in room 44A TU-II in the Office of Student Services suite, and she can be reached at
sary@central.uh.edu or 713-743-7466. Requests for accommodation that involve graded assignments
must be directed to Ms. Ary and should be made as soon as possible to allow adequate time to
document and to process the request

University-Required Syllabus Language

Awaiting further guidance on the Fall 2025 version.
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