
Lawyering Skills and Strategies – Fall 2022 
Professor Katherine Brem • she/her/hers 

15-G BLB •  kbrem@central.uh.edu • (713) 743-5945 
Office Hours: TBD 

 
 

Course Objectives: Day in and day out, lawyers wield words like weapons. They do so primarily in written form 
– not oral. In this class we will focus on improving your legal writing skills. This will serve you well as you 
prepare to write law school exams; create a writing sample to obtain summer employment; and, ultimately, begin 
legal practice.  
 
This semester, expect to master the following course objectives: 
 

1. Understand the sources, hierarchy, and precedential value of laws. 
2. Distinguish different types of legal rules, dissect legal rules into their basic components, and synthesize a 

unified rule of law from disparate sources. 
3. Conduct client intake and identify issues applicable to the client’s case. 
4. Effectively execute online legal research and select appropriate authority to address issues in the client’s 

case. 
5. Understand and apply case precedent to the client’s case. 
6. Understand and apply enacted law to the client’s case. 
7. Translate legal research and analysis into objective writing that is organized effectively; conveys all 

relevant and required substance clearly and concisely; and omits extraneous matters. 
8. Understand and apply legal citation proficiently using Bluebook and Greenbook citation formats. 
9. Master grammar and punctuation commonly used in legal documents, and basic tenants of legal style. 
10. Understand the nexus between substantive law, procedure, legal skills, and ethics. 

 
Course Materials: TBD 
 
Grading | Honor Code | Late Submissions: The purpose of this course is to teach you to use doctrinal law in a 
practical setting. Accordingly, I will calculate your grade based on written work product produced in response to 
assignments that mimic tasks you will encounter in practice. I will also test you on citation skills and your mastery 
of legal grammar. Your grade will be determined based on your performance of the following tasks: 
 

Assignment Final 
Grade 

Citation, Grammar, and Research Exercises; 
Periodic Writing & Peer Editing Assessments  

10% 
(completion grade) 

IRAC, Research & Citation Assessment 10% 
Legal Memorandum Final Draft 45% 

Client Email 35% 
 

To avoid the appearance of impropriety, I prefer to grade this course anonymously. The UHLC Honor Code 
(https://www.law.uh.edu/student/HONOR-CODE-AND-PROCEDURES.pdf) applies. If you are ill or otherwise 
unable to turn in an assignment on time, please request an extension, in writing, before the assignment’s due date. 
Assignments turned in late without a prior extension will result in a grade reduction.  
 
Contact Information | Open-Door Policy: I enjoy meeting with students outside of class and consider it an 
important part of my job. Please do not hesitate to come by and see me to discuss LSS, your career plans, your 
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course schedule, or whatever is on your mind. You can find me in the LSS Suite, 15-BLB, located in the basement 
near the Commons. If you need to contact me, please email me first at kbrem@central.uh.edu, or call me at (713) 
743-5945. 
 
Attendance Policy | Class Administration: This class will meet in person. Of course, with the ever-changing 
pandemic this is subject to change. According to Law Center policy, you may miss no more than five scheduled 
classes.  
 
If you feel ill, exhibit any Coronavirus Symptoms, test positive for COVID-19, or have knowingly been exposed 
to someone with COVID-19 or suspected/presumed COVID-19, please stay at home and let me know by email 
before class that you will be unable to attend.  
 
If you attend class virtually, please use your webcam to facilitate class discussion. If for some reason you cannot 
use your webcam, either because you feel too ill or because your wi-fi is unstable, please just email me before 
class to let me know. 
 
Be prepared to discuss the lecture material that I assign for each day of class. I will call on you at random. If you 
will not be prepared for class, please let me know by email before class. 
 
Class Web Course: I will maintain a course website on Blackboard. You will have access to this course before 
the first day of class. 
 
Preferred Pronouns. I want to address each of you in a manner that corresponds to your identity. Feel free to 
reach out to me at any time if you want to make me aware of your chosen name or preferred pronouns, or if you 
have concerns about how your classmates or I address you. 
 
Legal Writing Center: An excellent resource for free individual tutoring is the Legal Writing Center. The Center 
is staffed with successful second- and third-year law students – our “Writing Fellows” – who can help you with 
legal writing, legal research, citation, and style and usage questions. Assistance differs by LSS professor, but my 
students may use the Legal Writing Fellows for limited assistance on graded assignments. The Fellows can answer 
specific questions about 
 

• sentence and paragraph structure; 
• grammar and punctuation; and 
• citation format. 

 
The Fellows cannot proofread your papers; they will only address specific questions from you. 
The Fellows also cannot answer questions about content or structure. Please direct these questions to me. 
 
 You can schedule an appointment with a Legal Writing Fellow by emailing  
C_Law_Legal_Writing_Center@Central.UH.EDU. 
 
Syllabus: Please consult the course syllabus I will provide on the first day of class for reading assignments and 
assessment deadlines. Please complete all reading assignments before coming to class. 
 
Depending on the needs of the class, and the changing nature of the COVID-19 pandemic, I may change this 
syllabus as the semester progresses. I will notify you of any changes to the syllabus in writing, by email, using 
your UH email address. Please check it regularly. 
 
University Syllabus Provisions: 
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• Accessibility | Accommodations: UHLC is committed to ensuring that all students enjoy equal access 
and full participation. If you require support services, please contact Samanth Ary, Academic Records 
Coordinator. Ms. Ary’s office is in the Office of Student Services suite. She can be reached at 
sary@central.uh.edu or (713) 743-7466. Requests for accommodation that involve graded assignments 
should be directed to Ms. Ary as soon as possible to allow adequate time to process the request. 

• Class Recordings: I will record classes and post links to these recordings on the class web course as 
soon as they are available. You may use these recordings for your own studying and notetaking purposes, 
but please do not share them with anyone without my prior written permission. University procedures 
require that your failure to comply with these requirements regarding recordings will result in a 
disciplinary referral to the Dean of Students Office and may result in disciplinary action. 

• Face Covering Policy:To reduce the spread of COVID-19, the University strongly encourages everyone 
(vaccinated or not) to wear face coverings indoors on campus including classrooms for both faculty and 
students. 

• Presence in Class. Your presence in class each session means that you: 
o are NOT exhibiting any  Coronavirus Symptoms that makes you think that you may have COVID-19;  
o have NOT tested positive or been diagnosed for COVID-19; and 
o have NOT knowingly been exposed to someone with COVID-19 or suspected/presumed COVID-19. 

If you are experiencing any COVID-19 symptoms that are not clearly related to a pre-existing medical 
condition, do not come to class. Please see  Student Protocols for what to do if you experience symptoms 
and  Potential Exposure to Coronavirus for what to do if you have potentially been exposed to COVID-
19. Consult the Graduate Excused Absence Policy for information regarding excused absences due to 
medical reasons. 

• Student Resources: The University of Houston offers Counseling and Psychological Services (CAPS) 
to help students who are having difficulties managing stress, adjusting to the demands of a professional 
program, or feeling sad and hopeless. You can reach CAPS (www.uh.edu/caps) by calling 713-743-5454 
during and after business hours for routine appointments or if you or someone you know is in crisis. No 
appointment is necessary for the “Let's Talk” program, a drop-in consultation service available at 
convenient locations and hours around campus http://www.uh.edu/caps/outreach/lets_talk.html. 

• The Texas Lawyers’ Assistance Program (TLAP) also supports law students who are dealing with stress, 
anxiety, depression, substance abuse, and other mental health problems. You can reach TLAP at any time at 
1-800-343-8527. TLAP’s website includes a page with links to resources about mental health that are of 
interest to law students: https://www.tlaphelps.org/law-students. Check it out. 

 
Professor Brem 
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