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University of Houston Law Center SYLLABUS 
 
 
Fall Semester 2022, Criminal Litigation and Legal Issues in Criminal Procedure. Instructors: 
George Murphy and Jennifer Lowery Textbook: Brent E. Newton, Criminal Litigation and Legal 
Issues in Criminal Procedure (NITA most current edition) (available on www.NITA.com)  
     
Class      Topic     Reading Assignment 
 
#1  Course Overview/Introduction   TBA 
 
#2  Preliminary Hearings     TBA 
 
#3  Bail Hearings      TBA 
 
#4  Pretrial Motions     TBA 
 
#5  Pretrial Motions (Suppression)   TBA 
 
#6  Pretrial Motions (Suppression cont’d)  TBA 
 
#7  Voir Dire      TBA 
 
#8  Legal Objections During Trial   TBA 
 
#9  Motions for Judgment of Acquittal   TBA 
 
#10  Jury Instructions     TBA 
 
#11  Closing Arguments     TBA 
 
#12  Sentencing Hearings     TBA 
 
#13  Motions for New Trial    TBA 
 
#14  Motions for New Trial (cont’d)   TBA 
  
 
The objectives of this course are to teach the substantive and procedural law of this subject 
matter in a comprehensive manner; to consider ethical and professional questions related to the 
subject matter; and to integrate the subject matter with the analytical and practical skills 
necessary for the practice of law. Assigned readings: Please read the assignment for each class in 
the textbook prior to that class. At the end of each hypothetical, there are case citation(s) 
corresponding to that hypothetical. You must read the cited case(s) that correspond to the 
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specific hypothetical assigned to you. Ideally, we hope that students will read all of the 
hypotheticals in each chapter and all of the cases cited at the end of each of the hypotheticals. 
However, focus most of your out-of-class preparation on the specific hypothetical – and 
corresponding case citation(s) – that you are assigned each week. That is the one for which you 
will be responsible during the next class. During at least one week in the semester, students also 
will be required to play the role of the trial judge during one or more of the hypothetical 
exercises assigned that week. Obviously, during that week, the student assigned to be the judge 
should read not only the hypothetical and corresponding caselaw for the exercise in which the 
student role-plays a lawyer but also the hypothetical(s) and caselaw for the exercise(s) in which 
the student role-plays the judge.  
 
How Your Grade Will Be Determined: There will be no final exam or paper in this course. Your 
grade will be determined solely based on your class participation – in particular, your oral 
presentations each night of class. 
 
Counseling and Psychological Services (CAPS) can help students who are having difficulties 
managing stress, adjusting to the demands of a professional program, or feeling sad and hopeless. 
You can reach CAPS (www.uh.edu/caps) by calling 713-743-5454 during and after business 
hours for routine appointments or if you or someone you know is in crisis. No appointment is 
necessary for the “Let's Talk” program, a drop-in consultation service at convenient locations and 
hours around campus. http://www.uh.edu/caps/outreach/lets_talk.html 
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