
Lawyering Skills and Strategies – Fall 2021 
Professor Katherine Brem • she/her/hers 

15-G BLB •  kbrem@central.uh.edu • (713) 743-5945

Zoom Open Office Hours: I will announce when the 1L schedule is finalized. 

https://uhlc.zoom.us/j/99201123205 

Course Objectives: Day in and day out, lawyers wield words like weapons. They do so primarily 

in written form – not oral. In this class we will focus on improving your legal writing skills. This 

will serve you well as you prepare to write your law school exams; create a writing sample to 

obtain summer employment; and, ultimately, begin legal practice. But you will find that legal 

writing is unlike most writing you have done before. In addition to using proper grammar and 

appropriate style, legal writing is highly analytical. As you engage in the legal writing process, 

you will therefore find that writing is, in fact, thinking. So, in the immortal words of Yoda, “unlearn 

what you have learned.” 

Successful legal writing depends upon a quick and dirty first draft, followed by a significant 

revision process. A first draft alone – no matter how well written – is never going to be enough. 

In practice you will review another’s work as often as you write your own. If you become a better 

reviewer – capable of assessing both the content and style of another’s work – you will become a 

better writer. The reverse is also true. It is a symbiotic process you will continue to develop over 

the course of the next two semesters, throughout your law school career, and – believe it or not – 

well into practice. Practically speaking, then, what does this mean for you right now? 

Over the course of this class we will engage in robust peer review activities. These will likely not 

resemble peer edits you have done in the past. Rather, the activities will require that you rethink 

the purpose, goals, audience, and ideas of the work you are reviewing and, in doing so, more fully 

understand the work you have been asked to write. Think about the optimal legal writing process 

as roughly 20% writing, 30% review, and a full-on 50% revision. No less an authority than Justice 

Louis Brandeis eloquently said, “There is no great writing, only great rewriting.” I have planned 

our syllabus accordingly, and I will be mindful of your time. 

This semester, expect to master the following objectives: 

1 Understand the sources, hierarchy, and precedential value of laws. 

2 
Distinguish different types of legal rules, dissect legal rules into their basic components, and synthesize a 

unified rule of law from disparate sources. 

3 Identify issues applicable to the client’s case. 

4 
Effectively execute on-line legal research and select appropriate authority to address issues in the client’s 

case. 

5 Understand and apply case precedent to the client’s case. 
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6 Understand and apply enacted law to the client’s case. 

7 
Translate legal research and analysis into objective writing that is organized effectively; conveys all 

relevant and required substance clearly and concisely; and omits extraneous matters. 

8 Understand and apply legal citation proficiently using Bluebook and Greenbook citation formats. 

9 Master grammar and punctuation commonly used in legal documents. 

10 Understand the nexus between substantive law, procedure, legal skills, and ethics. 

Course Materials: 

ERIC P. VOIGT, LEGAL RESEARCH DEMYSTIFIED: A STEP-BY-STEP APPROACH (2019) (ISBN978-

1-5310-0783-6; e-ISBN978-1-5310-0784-3).

• You may purchase or rent this title; we will use it extensively in the fall semester, but not

in the spring.

• You are welcome to acquire either the print or electronic version of this title, but do be

sure the version you choose permits you access to Core Knowledge for Lawyers, an

online assessment tool that accompanies the book. Otherwise you will need to purchase a

Core Knowledge access code separately, directly from Carolina Academic Press. You may

do so here.

BRYAN A. GARNER, THE REDBOOK: A MANUAL ON LEGAL STYLE (4th ed. 2019). 

• You may purchase or rent this title, but I recommend that you purchase the book. We will

use it extensively in both the fall and spring semesters, and you will find it useful as you

complete law school and move into practice. It is a book written by practitioners for

practitioners.

• You are welcome to purchase either the print or electronic version of this title.

• You do NOT need access to the assessment exercises that accompany the text.

THE BLUEBOOK: A UNIFORM SYSTEM OF CITATION (21st ed. 2020) *or* the online version, 

available for purchase at https://www.legalbluebook.com (I like the online version best). 

• You will need this book both fall and spring semesters and will continue to use it

throughout law school and into practice.

THE GREENBOOK: TEXAS RULES OF FORM (14th ed. 2018) (available for purchase at the 

campus bookstore or at https://law.utexas.edu/publications/books/the-greenbook-texas-

rules-of-form/. 

• You will need this book both fall and spring semesters and will continue to use it

throughout law school and into practice.

Eli Review, six-month subscription, available at https://elireview.com/. 

• Please do not purchase this subscription until I request that you do so in class. I don’t

https://cap-press.com/books/isbn/9781531007836/Legal-Research-Demystified
https://www.legalbluebook.com/
https://law.utexas.edu/publications/books/the-greenbook-texas-rules-of-form/
https://law.utexas.edu/publications/books/the-greenbook-texas-rules-of-form/
https://elireview.com/
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want you to have to purchase a second subscription to complete the spring semester. 

• For planning purposes, as of April 2021, a six-month subscription to Eli Review costs

$19.95.

Grading | Honor Code | Late Submissions: The purpose of this course is to teach you to use 
doctrinal law in a practical setting. Accordingly, I will calculate your grade based on written work 
product produced in response to assignments that mimic tasks you will encounter in practice. I will 
also test you on citation skills and your mastery of legal grammar. Your grade will be determined 
based on your performance of the following tasks: 

Assignment Due Date 
Final 
Grade 

Core Knowledge for Lawyers Citation, Grammar, 
and Research Exercises; Periodic Writing & Peer 

Editing Assessments 
Throughout the Semester 10% 

(completion grade)

IRAC, Research & Citation Assessment 
In-Class Exercise 

Date to be decided 
10% 

Legal Memorandum Final Draft ~November 14, 11:59 p.m. 55% 

Client Email ~November 28, 11:59 p.m 25% 

To avoid the appearance of impropriety, I prefer to grade this course anonymously. The UHLC 

Honor Code (https://www.law.uh.edu/student/HONOR-CODE-AND-PROCEDURES.pdf) 

applies. If you are ill or otherwise unable to turn in an assignment on time, please request an 

extension, in writing, before the assignment’s due date. Assignments turned in late without a prior 

extension will result in a grade reduction.  

Contact Information | Open-Door Policy: I LOVE meeting with students outside of class and 

consider it an important part of my job. Please do not hesitate to come by and see me to discuss 

LSS, your career plans, your course schedule, or whatever is on your mind. I will hold office hours 

on Zoom (https://uhlc.zoom.us/j/99201123205), but I am happy to see you at other times by 

appointment either online or in person. You can find me in the LSS Suite, 15-BLB, located in the 

basement near the Commons. If you need to contact me, please email me first at 

kbrem@central.uh.edu, or call me at (713) 743-5945. 

Attendance Policy | Class Administration: Students must attend 80% of the classes taught. In 
other words, you may miss no more than five scheduled classes. Mandatory outside-of-class 
activities are scheduled classes. You may attend class in person or via Zoom. If you attend via 
Zoom you must turn your camera on (unless you obtain prior permission from me), and you must 
remain muted unless you are speaking or I ask you to unmute yourself. 

Whether you attend class in person or via Zoom, you are expected to be prepared to discuss the 
lecture material that I assign for each day of class. I will call on you at random. If you will not be 
prepared for class, please let me know by email (kbrem@central.uh.edu) before class. 

Recording of Class: Students may not record all or any part of class, livestream all or any part of 
class, or make/distribute screen captures, without my advanced written consent. If you have or 

https://www.law.uh.edu/student/HONOR-CODE-AND-PROCEDURES.pdf
https://uhlc.zoom.us/j/99201123205
mailto:kbrem@central.uh.edu
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think you may have a disability such that you need to record class-related activities, please contact 
the Center for Students with DisABILITIES. If you have an accommodation to record class-related 
activities, those recordings may not be shared with any other student, whether in this course or not, 
or with any other person or on any other platform. 

I will record classes, and post links to these recordings on the class web course as soon as they are 
available from Zoom. You may use these recordings for your own studying and notetaking 
purposes, but you are not authorized to share them with anyone without my prior written 
permission. Failure to comply with requirements regarding recordings will result in a disciplinary 
referral to the Dean of Students Office and may result in disciplinary action. 

Class Web Course: I will maintain a course website on Blackboard. You will have access to this 
course before the first day of class. 

Accessibility | Accommodations: UHLC is committed to ensuring that all students enjoy equal 
access and full participation. If you require support services, please contact Samanth Ary, 
Academic Records Coordinator. Ms. Ary’s office is in the Office of Student Services suite. She 
can be reached at sary@central.uh.edu or (713) 743-7466. Requests for accommodation that 
involve graded assignments should be directed to Ms. Ary as soon as possible to allow adequate 
time to process the request. 

Preferred Pronouns. I want to address each of you in a manner that corresponds to your identity. 
Feel free to reach out to me at any time if you want to make me aware of your chosen name or 
preferred pronouns, or if you have concerns about how your classmates or I address you. 

Student Resources: The University of Houston offers Counseling and Psychological Services 
(CAPS) to help students who are having difficulties managing stress, adjusting to the demands of 
a professional program, or feeling sad and hopeless. You can reach CAPS (www.uh.edu/caps) by 
calling 713-743-5454 during and after business hours for routine appointments or if you or 
someone you know is in crisis. No appointment is necessary for the “Let's Talk” program, a drop-
in consultation service available at convenient locations and hours around campus 
http://www.uh.edu/caps/outreach/lets_talk.html. 

The Texas Lawyers’ Assistance Program (TLAP) also supports law students who are dealing with 
stress, anxiety, depression, substance abuse, and other mental health problems. You can reach TLAP 
at any time at 1-800-343-8527. TLAP’s website includes a page with links to resources about mental 
health that are of interest to law students: https://www.tlaphelps.org/law-students. Check it out. 

Legal Writing Center: An excellent resource for free individual tutoring is the Legal Writing 

Center. The Center is staffed with successful second- and third-year law students – our “Writing 

Fellows” – who can help you with legal writing, legal research, citation, and style and usage 

questions. Assistance differs by LSS professor, but my students may use the Legal Writing Fellows 

for limited assistance on graded assignments. The Fellows can answer specific questions about 

• sentence and paragraph structure;

• grammar and punctuation; and

• citation format.

https://uh.edu/csd/
mailto:sary@central.uh.edu
http://www.uh.edu/caps)
http://www.uh.edu/caps/outreach/lets_talk.html
https://www.tlaphelps.org/law-students
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The Fellows cannot proofread your papers; they will only address specific questions from you. 

The Fellows also cannot answer questions about content or structure. Please direct these questions 

to me. 

 You can schedule an appointment with a Legal Writing Fellow by emailing 

C_Law_Legal_Writing_Center@Central.UH.EDU. 

Syllabus: Please consult the course syllabus I provide on the first day of class for reading 

assignments and assessment deadlines. Please complete all reading assignments before coming to 

class. 

Depending on the needs of the class, and the changing nature of the COVID-19 pandemic, I may 

change this syllabus as the semester progresses. I will notify you of any changes to the syllabus in 

writing, by email, through the class web course. 

Professor Brem

mailto:C_Law_Legal_Writing_Center@Central.UH.EDU

