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Legal Analysis and Writing 
2019-2020 

Office: LSS Offices - Bates Law Building 
 

Course Objective:  
This course will focus on developing the skills necessary to succeed on each of the 
three sections of the Uniform Bar Exam (UBE).  The course will provide 
instruction, as well as opportunity to practice and hone the skills taught so that 
students will be adequately prepared to perform each task required on both days of 
the Exam.       

 
Goals:  

• To provide an overview of the UBE 
• To teach systematic problem solving skills to enable students to succeed on the 

MBE 
• To teach essay writing skills to enable students to write a high scoring essay, as 

well as MPT 
• To provide students with opportunities to self-reflect and garner a better 

understanding of the tools and skills necessary to successfully prepare for the UBE 
 
Class sessions:  

Tuesday/Thursday 10:30a – 12p  
Class meets two days a week for one hour and fifteen minutes 
Mandatory one-on-one advising sessions are held 3 times during the semester 

 
Reading Material:  

Required:  
BarBri Binder – to be provided in the first week of class 
 
Wanda M. Temm, Clearing the Last Hurdle (2d. ed. 2017).  
 
There is an online classroom component called Matrix. This is where you will 
submit most assignments. You will receive an email with login information to 
access the Matrix page. If you do not receive the email by the first day of class, 
please let your instructor know ASAP. You can access the course site at 
https://barbri.matrixlms.com/  
 
Additional content will be added to the Blackboard website throughout the 
semester, as well 

 
Recommended (for preparation for the MBE section): 

• Stephen Emmanual, Strategies & Tactics for the MBE (5th ed. 2015) 
• Adaptibar (adaptibar.com – there is a discount for UHLC students/alumni) 
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Office hours:  

If you have any questions about the course, please ask your instructor. Questions 
are welcome and encouraged! My office is located in the Lawyering Skills and 
Strategies Suite.  

 
If you have any questions, comments, or concerns, or would like to discuss 
preparing for the bar exam, you may reach out to me. I can be reached at 
mlwilso3@central.uh.edu or 713.743.8362. My office is located in LSS Suite 15J.  

 
Attendance Requirement:  

80 percent attendance in class is required. (For most classes, this means each 
students has a six absence limit.) A class roll will be circulated each day and each 
student must initial the appropriate square next to his or her name for the particular 
date of attendance. Initialing the roll indicates that the student will be in attendance 
for the entire, and not part, of the class session. Each student is responsible for 
initialing the roll sheet at each class meeting. If the sheet is not initialed before the 
professor leaves the classroom at the end of a session, students who have not 
initialed the roll for that class will be considered and counted absent. Students will 
not be allowed to argue at a later time that they were actually present on days in 
which the class roll was not initialed. Those individuals not satisfying the 
attendance requirement will be reported to UH Law Center administrative officials 
and may be dropped from the course.  

 
Grading:  

Your grade will be based on a MPT, the mid-term, and the final exams, as well as 
good-faith completion.  
 

Student Participation:  
You are expected to discuss the assigned material in depth, so please make a 
commitment to be prepared. Your advanced preparation gives you the best 
opportunity to correctly synthesize and participate in our class discussion. 

 
While the class is pass/fail, students with poor class participation may have their 
final grade dropped by 1/3 of a letter grade. This could result in changing a grade 
from passing to failing. The decision to drop a grade for participation is at my 
discretion and is non-negotiable. A drop in class participation can result from a 
combination of unpreparedness, not paying attention in class, and absences (even 
if you are within the six-absence limit).  
 
In rare circumstances, a student may go up a 1/3 of a letter grade for making a 
substantial contribution to the class. Note that volunteering every class does not 
constitute a substantial contribution—quality, not quantity matters. 

 
Student Responsibilities When Absent:  
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If a student is absent from class, the student has the obligation to reach out to the 
instructor, obtain all missed content, and submit all missed assignments. To assist 
in this effort, class assignments and presentations are posted to the Barbri Matrix 
or Blackboard after each class (as best possible). The missed material must be 
completed and submitted to the instructor prior to the next class meeting. Failure 
of the instructor to post the assignments does not relieve the student of the duty to 
reach out and ask for the missed assignments in a timely manner. For example, if a 
student misses a Tuesday 6pm class (of a T/Th 6-7:30pm class section), the student 
must complete all assignments from that class meeting before class begins on 
Thursday at 6pm. Any assignment not timely completed will be deducted from the 
Completion portion of the student’s grade. Late assignments will not be accepted. 

 
Honor Code:  

The UHLC Honor Code applies to this class. It is set forth in its entirety in the 
Student Handbook. You are responsible for knowing the provisions of the UHLC 
Honor Code, and for full compliance with all of the UHLC Honor Code provisions. 
Failure to do so will result in referral to the UHLC Honor Court, and may result in 
you failing this class.  

 
Computer and Phone Use:  

The permitted use of personal computers in the classroom is permitted solely for 
the purpose of completing class assignments (i.e. MPT, essays). Specifically 
excluded from in-class computer usage is anything beyond these activities, e.g., 
“surfing the web” and messaging. When we are not completing an assignment for 
this class, your computer should be put away. Nonparticipation and 
nonresponsiveness in the classroom discussion attributable to diversionary uses of 
your personal computer or phone constitutes an absence from the class. The 
instructor reserves the right to disallow the use of laptops in the classroom at any 
time throughout the semester. The use of other electronics, including recording 
devices, is prohibited during class time. Please be sure that all noise-making 
devices, including cell phones, are in silent mode or powered off. Phones should be 
put away during class.  

 
Instructor Evaluations:  

The LAW instructors welcome any comments or suggestions that you may have 
regarding instructor teaching style, class presentation, or any other related subject. 
Please feel free to provide the instructor or Professor Davis such comments during 
the course of the semester as they will help us improve this program.  We will 
carefully consider all of the comments and suggestions that we receive.  

 
Chosen Names and Preferred Pronouns:  

I want to address each of you in a manner that corresponds to your identity. 
Although mistakes happen, chosen names and preferred pronouns – including non-
binary ones such as they/them/their – must be respected in my classroom. Please 
feel free to reach out to me at any time if you want to make me aware of your chosen 
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name or preferred pronoun or if you have concerns about how I or your classmates 
address you.  

 
Accommodating Students with Disabilities:  

The Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) requires that the University of Houston 
make reasonable accommodations to persons with disabilities as defined by and 
within the meaning of the statute. Students who have questions about or feel that 
they need assistance under the ADA should contact Student Services.  

 
Counseling and Psychological Services:  

The University of Houston’s Counseling and Psychological Services (CAPS) can 
help students who are having difficulties managing stress, adjusting to the demands 
of a professional program, or feeling sad or hopeless. You can reach CAPS at 
www.uh.edu/caps and by calling 713-743-5454 during and after business hours for 
routine appointments of if you know someone who is in crisis. No appointment is 
necessary for the “Let’s Talk” program 
(http://www.uh.edu/caps/outreach/lets_talk.html), a drop-in consultation service at 
convenient locations and hours around campus.  

 
Proposed Course Outline:  

A separate proposed schedule for the semester (“Syllabus Part Two”) will be 
distributed by the instructor closer to the beginning of the semester. It will include 
class assignments, homework, and relevant dates of assessments. The instructor 
may, of course, modify it as the semester progresses, to achieve course objectives.  
 
Course instruction:  
The course consists of both online instruction and in classroom lectures, as well as 
online and in classroom testing.   
 

Assignments for the first day of class:  
Your instructor will provide you with a schedule of assignments the week prior to 
class starting. However, no preparation is required for the first class.  

Each class, please bring your computer, something to take notes on/with (not your 
computer), and your Barbri Binder. 

• Week One, Class One 
o Overview of the UBE 


