
 
 
 

 

A Mask that Eats into the Face: Images and the Right of Publicity 
 
 
 

Law, whose prototypical object of regulation is words, often has difficulty when asked to govern 
images.  The right of publicity, however, is intensely concerned with images.  Judicial distrust 
and misunderstanding of images may help explain why courts’ treatment of publicity rights is so 
incoherent. 
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