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the grandson of refugees in Mexico, ambassador 
arturo Sarukhan is a career diplomat. He was 

deputy assistant Secretary for inter-american affairs 
and was posted in 1993 to the Mexican embassy in the 

United States where he first served as Chief of Staff to the Ambassador, 
and then as head of the counternarcotics office. In 2000 he became 
Chief of Policy Planning at the foreign Ministry and was appointed by 
the President as Mexican Consul General to New York City in 2003. He 
resigned from this post and took a leave of absence from the Foreign 
Service in 2006 to join the Presidential Campaign of Felipe Calderón 
as Foreign Policy Advisor and International Spokesperson, and 
became Coordinator for foreign affairs in the transition team. in 
November 2006 he received the rank of Ambassador, and in February 
2007 was appointed Mexican Ambassador to the United States.

Prior to joining the Foreign Service, Ambassador Sarukhan 
played a key role in the non-governmental Bilateral Commission on 
the Future of US-Mexico Relations as the Executive Director of this 
civil society initiative.

Ambassador Sarukhan is active in various organizations such as 
the Mexican Council on foreign affairs, the foreign Policy association 
and the international institute for Strategic Studies in London; is a 
board member of the Philharmonic orchestra of the americas, and 
is also a part of the Executive Council on Diplomacy Ambassadors 
Advisory Board. He has taught in various universities and published 
articles on issues related to foreign policy in a variety of journals and 
magazines. He holds a BA in International Relations from el Colegio 
de México and an MA in US Foreign Policy from the School of Advanced 
international Studies (SaiS), where he was a fulbright Scholar and 
Ford Foundation Fellow. He has been decorated by the governments 
of Spain and Sweden. ambassador Sarukhan is married and has two 
young daughters.
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The University of Houston Law Center welcomes you  
to this inaugural event celebrating the creation of  

the Center for U.S. and Mexican Law

Friday, June 1, 2012 
Four Seasons Hotel – Houston 

11:30 a.m. – 1:30 p.m.

12:15 p.m. – Welcome

Professor Stephen Zamora
Director, Center for U.S. and Mexican Law

12:40 p.m. – Presentation

Justice José Ramón Cossío Díaz
Distinguished Jurist in Residence, University of Houston Law Center 

12:45 p.m. – Keynote Address

Ambassador Arturo Sarukhan
Ambassador of Mexico to the United States

“Mexico – U.S. Relations in 2012:  
Challenges and Opportunities”

Ambassador Sarukhan will entertain questions after his presentation

1:30 p.m. - Adjourn

Sponsors 
The Buzbee Law Firm 

Baker Hughes 
weatherford international  
Gardere wynne Sewell LLP 

Haynes and Boone, LLP 



the newly established Center for U.S. and Mexican Law is the 
first academic research center in the United States dedicated to 
independent research in Mexican law and in legal aspects of Mexico 
– U.S. relations. 

the Center’s principal goals are:

    to improve understanding in the United States of Mexican laws 
and legal institutions, and to improve understanding in Mexico of 
U.S. laws and legal institutions;

    to study Mexican laws and legal institutions, with the goal of 
providing independent, objective analysis of the development of 
Mexican laws and legal systems;

    to undertake independent research and educational programs to 
further the development of laws and policies that will improve 
U.S. – Mexico relations;

    to promote cross-border education of law students, lawyers, 
judges and other professionals from Mexico and the United States;

    to promote cross-border understanding and cooperation in North 
america generally, including understanding of Canadian law and 
cooperation with Canadian institutions.

Visit our website for more information:  
www.law.uh.edu/mexican-law/
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