News Tip Sheet
U

N

I

V

E

R

S

Law Center

I

T

Y

O

F

H

O

U

S

T

O

N

Houston, TX 77204-5017

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
March 25, 2013

UH Law Center Experts Available to Comment on Supreme Court’s Same-Sex Marriage Cases
The U.S. Supreme Court will begin hearing two same-sex marriage cases this week examining the
fundamental issue of whether the Constitution’s guarantee of equal protection allows legal distinctions
between same-sex couples and those of the opposite sex. On Tuesday, the court will hear challenges to
California’s voter-approved ban on same-sex marriages, Proposition 8. The following day, the court will
hear arguments challenging the constitutionality of a section in the Defense of Marriage Act (DOMA).
Experts from the University of Houston Law Center are available to discuss both cases.
POLITICAL AND HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE
Aaron Bruhl, associate professor law, can address the litigation history, political and historical
significance of these cases, possible rulings the court could issue, and Supreme Court procedure. Bruhl
teaches and writes on statutory interpretation, federal courts and the legislative process.
FAMILY-BASED IMMIGRATION CASES
Geoffrey Hoffman, clinical associate professor of law, can comment on the possible ramifications of the
cases as applied to family-based immigration cases. Hoffman is the director of the UH Law Center’s
Immigration Clinic.
LIKELY COURT OUTCOME
Thomas Oldham, professor of law, can address the odds the court will announce a constitutional right to
marry for gay couples and what are the likely results. Oldham is a recognized expert in family law and
marital property.
For more information:
Media Contacts: Carrie Criado, UH Law Center Executive Director of Communications and Marketing,
713-743-2184, cacriado@central.uh.edu; or John T. Kling, UH Law Center Communications Manager,
713- 743-8298, jtkling@central.uh.edu.
About the University of Houston
The University of Houston is a Carnegie-designated Tier One public research university recognized by
The Princeton Review as one of the nation's best colleges for undergraduate education. UH serves the
globally competitive Houston and Gulf Coast Region by providing world-class faculty, experiential
learning and strategic industry partnerships. Located in the nation's fourth-largest city, UH serves more
than 40,700 students in the most ethnically and culturally diverse region in the country.
About the University of Houston Law Center
The University of Houston Law Center is the leading law school in the nation's fourth-largest city.
Founded in 1947, it is a top-tier institution awarding Doctor of Jurisprudence (J.D.) and Master of Laws

(LL.M.) degrees. The Law Center is fully accredited by the American Bar Association and is a member of
the Association of American Law Schools.

