
Professor Thompson was quoted in an article in today’s Houston Chronicle, commenting on the 

possibility that the federal corruption trial against Harris County Commissioner Jerry Eversole might end 

up with a hung jury. 

http://www.chron.com/disp/story.mpl/metropolitan/7495845.html 
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After three days of deliberating, the jury in the federal corruption trial against Harris County 

Commissioner Jerry Eversole remains deadlocked despite the almost unprecedented step of allowing both 

sides 30 minutes of summary arguments to sway jurors.  

Eversole is accused of taking bribes of more than $100,000 in cash, gifts and travel from real estate 

developer Michael Surface in exchange for helping him win county contracts worth millions of dollars. 

As he left Houston's federal courthouse Tuesday afternoon, Eversole said he remains in good spirits. 

"I feel fine," he said with a laugh. "Usually at this time of the year, I'm worried about who's going to be 

playing what position for the Astros. This year, I haven't had time to think about that. True story." 

The jury will return today to continue working on the case but if the split is deeper than one or two jurors, 

experts said it is unlikely they will return a verdict. 

"It sounds like there may be a more substantial split, so that's why they're feeling hopelessly deadlocked," 

said Sandra Guerra Thompson, a professor at the University of Houston Law Center. "If it's a matter of 

changing the minds of three, four or five people that may just not be possible." 

"Unless they heard something that really changed the minds of that group, we may just end up with a 

hung jury," she said.  

Notes over the last two days hint at the difficulties jurors are confronting in deciding Eversole's fate. 

On Monday, jurors sent out a note asking for a definition of "bribe." 

Jurors Tuesday sent out two notes saying they were unable to reach a unanimous verdict on any of the 

four charges against Eversole. 

U.S. District Judge David Hittner then took the unusual step of allowing defense lawyers and prosecutors 

additional closing arguments. Hittner said he knew of other cases around the country where law- yers 

were given an additional time to plead their cases as a last resort before de- claring a hung jury. Lawyers 

on both sides said they had never heard of the practice. 

If the jury continues to say they cannot reach an unanimous decision, Hittner can make one last attempt to 

compel them to reach a verdict before he rules a mistrial because of a hung jury. 

http://www.chron.com/disp/story.mpl/metropolitan/7495845.html


When telling jurors he was allowing both sides more arguments, he asked the foreman to narrow the focus 

of their concerns. 

They sent out a note including questions about the longtime relationship between Eversole and Surface. 

The most potentially revealing question in that note: "Friendship or not, where do you draw the line to 

justify continuing to accept things of value (as an elected official) with someone who does business with 

the county?" 

During the additional closing arguments lawyers for both sides defined bribe as a "quid pro quo" or 

"something for something." 

Defense lawyers said there was no connection between votes Eversole cast and gifts Surface gave him, 

arguing that the first "gift" came three years after the first vote on a contract benefitting the developer. 

Prosecutors said the gifts started small, as lunches and golf outings, then became larger "rewards" for 

Eversole's behavior. 

'A dark side' 

Eversole's attorneys seized on the jury's inability to reach a unanimous verdict, pointing out that 

deadlocking on all four counts means at least one juror has too much reasonable doubt to convict. 

"I would suggest to you that you are already showing reasonable doubt," said defense lawyer Rusty 

Hardin. "Don't do violence to your conscience." 

Prosecutors used their time to implore jurors to look beyond Eversole's 30-year friendship with Surface. 

"Sure, they were friends, but their friendship had a dark side," said Assistant U.S. Attorney Peter Mason. 

He said the pair hid the extent of their trips together to hide their relationship from others, including 

Harris County taxpayers. 

"That's how we know his ill intent," Mason said of Eversole. "Because he hid it time and time again." 

After the additional arguments Tuesday, jurors began another round of deliberations. 

Jurors on Friday spent two hours in the jury room after hours of closing arguments in the three-week trial. 

If convicted, the judge could sentence Eversole, 68, to a maximum of 21 years in prison and $700,000 in 

fines 

Surface was indicted in December and is expected to go to trial in October.  

 


