
Professor Olivas is quoted in a letter to the editor from the Saturday, November 26, 2011 Farmington 

(New Mexico) Daily Times. The author quotes Professor Olivas regarding the status of the U.S.-Mexico 

border at the time New Mexico Governor Susana Martinez’s grandfather entered the U.S. 

This letter to the editor was published in the Farmington (New Mexico) Daily Times on Saturday, 

November 26, 2011. 

LETTER: Governor needs to get her history right  

To the Editor: 

Well, isn't it typical that our historical truth only comes to light when it affects a high profile individual, 

as in this case, our new NM-governor, Susana Martinez. She didn't even know that her own paternal 

grandfather was NOT an illegal immigrant. She was raised along the Mexican border in El Paso, Texas, 

(her parents still living in El Paso with ties to Mexico), but she had never met her paternal grandfather 

who left no records, oral or written, as to what his immigrant status was. 

Well, Susana had her "political organization" research the situation and found out that in the early days 

of our border history we enjoyed, what my mother called, "an open border" where people could come 

and go between the US and Mexico without question. 

According to an article in The Daily Times on Nov. 15, Michael A. Olivas, an expert on immigration laws 

and director of the Institute of Higher Education Law and Governance at the University of Houston said, 

"There was no such thing as an undocumented immigrant during that time. There was no secure 

Mexican border and people came and went with no problem." 

Well, my own father, Ramon Lulc, was born in Mexico in 1921 and crossed the border with his family 

during that "open border" period. He did not become a US citizen until after he had served in the US 

Army during World War II. I had never heard of an "open border" from anyone but my German 

immigrant mother, so it was hard for me to believe that such a thing existed. It sounded more like a 

cover-up story, or a fabrication of a highly imaginative mind, than fact. Well, wouldn't you know that a 

historical fact, less than 100 years old, is buried under all the heated debate that dominates our border 

dialogue now? 

My mother was right, of course, but the "experts" had to uncover such a simple historic fact just 

because a high profile figure asked for it. (Should not every graduating senior know such pertinent 

information?) Unfortunately, we continue to push forward in loud and demanding ways without even 

knowing our recent history. 

Is it possible, I ask, to map out plans for a viable future without keeping in mind our past? 
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