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What is Intellectual Property Law? 

I ntellectual property is in the forefront of current legal develop
ment in all industrialized countries of the world. Intellectual 

property law embraces the subjects of patent law, copyright law, trade
mark law, and trade secret law. These subjects are strongly involved in 
modern trade and are at the center of present governmental efforts toward 
international trade agreements. 

Patent law assists in the formation of risk capital, by providing for a 
limited time an exclusionary right with regard to new products and 
industrial processes. Trademark law prohibits product imitators from 
trading on good will built up by others in names and symbols identifying 
their products. Copyright law protects for a limited time "original works of 
authorship," a term which covers works from books to movies to computer 
software. A separate body of state-created law, particularly against unfair 
competition (which includes invasions of others' trade secrets), provides 
additional protection. 

The Intellectual Property Program 

T he Intellectual Property Program was established by the Dean 
of the University of Houston Law Center in December 1991. 

At the Program's inception, its mission was threefold: 

I. To administer the intellectual property courses the the Law 
Center and expand them into an LL.M. program. 

II. To undertake conferences, lectures and other vehicles for 
continuing education and professional enhancement of 
intellectual property lawyers; and 

III. To assist the courts, through research, in improving the 
timeliness, quality, and cost-effectiveness of administering the 
IP laws of the United States. 
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Professor Paul Janicke 

In its brief history the Intellectual Property Program has made 
significant accomplishments in each area of its mission and has become one 
of the most extensive intellectual property programs in the United Sates. 
With state approval of the LL.M. in Intellectual Property Law, the Law 
Center became the first public university in the United States to offer such a 
degree. The Program currently sponsors the Patent Office Exam Review 
Course twic~ each year and co-sponsors, with the Houston Intellectual 
Property Law Association (H.l.P.L.A.), the annual Fall Institute on Intellec
tual Property. A trademark course is being developed for 1995 and other 
conferences are planned. With the assistance of Chief Judge Norman 
Black, a program of student patent law interns with the U.S. District Court 
was established. Students at the Law Center also serve as editors of 
Intellectual Property Law Review, published annually by Clark Boardman 
Callaghan. 

The Program also includes the annual appointment of the Katz
Kiley Fellow. The Fellow each year is a patent-law practitioner who has 
agreed to prepare a major study on improvement of American IP laws or 
their administration, and to deliver a lecture for lawyers, business leaders, 
and judges on the results of that study. 
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Craig Joyce with students 
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The Law Center 

T he Law Center at the University of H~uston is one of 
the leading law schools in the South and Southwest 

and is approved by both the American Bar Association and the 
Association of American Law Schools. The student body consists 
of more than 1,300 men and women from various parts of the 
world and is selected through a highly competitive admissions 
process. Many students have earned advanced degrees and 
professional recognitions in other disciplines before entering law 
school. Law Center graduates frequently are placed in judicial 
clerkships and positions with major law firms and national 
corporations. 

The University of Houston Law Center is located in the 
nation's fourth largest city and the state's largest metropolis. Most 
major law firms, and all levels of government, from the federal 
courts to municipal agencies, are located in Houston's downtown, 
just a five-minute drive from the Law Center. 

The full-time faculty and the select group of adjunct 
faculty, drawn from one of the major legal communities in the 
United States, incorporate both the theoretical and practical 
approaches to legal education offered at the Law Center. 
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Supporters of the Intellectual Property Program 

T he Intellectual Property Program at the University of Houston 
Law Center is supported by the State and by the profession, 

including many individuals, and the following organizations: 

Arnold, White & Durkee 

Arthur Andersen & Company 

Baker & Botts 

Compaq Computer Corporation 

Conley, Rose & Tayan 

Cooper Industries 

Exxon Chemical Company 

Fish & Richardson 

Matthews & Associates 

Jenkens & Gilchrist 

Peterson Consulting 

Pravel, Hewitt, Kimball & Krieger 

Shell Oil Company 

Susman Godfrey 

Vaden, Eickenroht, Thompson, Boulware & 

Feather 

Vinson & Elkins 
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Program Offerings 

J.D. Program 

The Intellectual Property Program offers one of the largest curricula in 
intellectual property of any law school in the country. Students can choose 
from the intellectual property courses and seminars to design their own 
specialized curriculum. A complete list of courses appears on page 10 
and 11. 

LL.M. Program 

The Intellectual Property Master of Laws (LL.M.) program is primarily 
designed to allow lawyers an opportunity to return, full-time or part-time, 
to an academic setting in order to improve and expand their knowledge of 
IP law. Applicants are expected to have previously obtained some IP 
experience after receiving their first degree in law, or have strong academic 
credentials. 

Semester in Houston 

Second-and third-year law students in good standing at an ABA accredited 
law school are eligible to spend a semester at the University of Houston 
Law Center and to enroll in a semester of intellectual property courses. 
Students can also enroll in other courses at the Law Center. Students in the 
program have "visiting" status and receive their law degree from their own 
institution. They do not "transfer". 
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Professor Raymond Nimmer 
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Full-Time Faculty 

Craig Joyce, Professor of Law and Co-director of the Intellectual 
Property Program. Professor Joyce teaches copyright law. He is the author of 
the widely used casebook, Copyright Law: Cases and Materials (3d ed. 1994) and 
numerous often-cited articles on copyright subjects in the Michigan, UCLA, 
and other law reviews. 

Paul Janicke, Professor of Patent Law and Co-director of the Intellec
tual Property Program. A practitioner with Arnold, White & Durkee, a writer 
in patent law and litigation for twenty years, and a former law clerk at the U.S. 
Court of Customs and Patent Appeals, Professor Janicke is now a full-time 
faculty member at the Law Center. He teaches patent law and patent-related 
courses, and is engaged in research on patent law subjects. 

Raymond Nimmer, Leonard Childs Professor of Law. Professor 
Nimmer teaches information law, a cross-disciplinary subject addressing the 
legal protection of computer hardware and software from various viewpoints, 
including trade secret, copyright, patent, and contract. His treatise, the Law of 
Computer Technology, was named the best law book of 1985 by the American 
Association of Publishers. 

Adjunct Faculty 

Doug Baldwin, Adjunct Professor of Law. Fish & Richardson. Mr. 
Baldwin was formerly Assistant General Counsel for Patents & Licensing at 
Shell Oil Co. 

Ken Barrow, Adjunct Professor of Law. Fish & Richardson. A thor
oughly knowledgeable patent practitioner, Mr. Barrow is a former law clerk to 
Judge Lourie of the Federal Circuit. 

Sharon Isreal, Adjunct Professor of Law. Fish & Richardson. Ms. Israel 
is a former law clerk to Judge Lourie at the Federal Circuit and now concen
trates on complex patent matters. 

Susan Knoll, Adjunct Professor of Law. Susan Knoll is an experienced 
patent litigator, with the Houston office of Arnold, White & Durkee. 

Paul Krieger, Adjunct Professor of Law. Pravel, Hewitt, Kimball & 
Krieger. Mr. Krieger is a well-known practitioner and author in the fields of 
trademark law, unfair competition law, and trade secret law. He teaches all of 
theses subjects at the Law Center. 

Mark Smith, Adjunct Professor of Law. Shell Oil Company. With a 
practice concentrated in international patent and trademark law, Mr. Smith has 
in-depth background in the area. 
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Course Descriptions 

Patent Law. Substantive law of patents as a means for protecting 
industrial ideas; conditions for a patent; loss of right to a patent; patent 
specification; infringement; patent litigation; licensing of patents. 

Trademarks and Unfair Competition. Evolution and practice of 
trademark and related unfair competition law, with emphasis on litigation 
strategy. 

Trade Secrets. Practical aspects of trade secrets as they relate to 
protection by contract and operation of law; relationships of the parties; 
public law constraints; adversarial considerations; and licensing. 

Copyright. Protection of works of human intellect (literature, 
music, art, computer programs, etc.) under the Copyright Act of 1976. 
Includes subject matter, ownership, duration, formalities, exclusive rights, 
infringement actions and defenses, remedies, federal preemption of state 
law, and international aspects. 

Patent Litigation. Study of special aspects of procedure, law, and 
practice related to litigation of patent infringement cases. Includes discov
ery, expert witness, and damages issues. 

Computer Law Seminar. Study of Law as it pertains to computers 
and information technology. Impact of commercial law concepts on 
technology. Law of contracts as applied to computer software and hard
ware. 
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Intellectual Property Seminar. Selected topics for developing 
detailed skills in U.S. intellectual property law beyond the basic courses. 

Information Law Seminar. Survey of issues regarding the manner 
in which the law deals with the control and disclosure of information. 
Coverage of proprietary rights in commercial information under trade 
secrecy, copyright and other laws; individual rights to control access to and 
use of information; rights of access to and concealment of information 
collected or held by public agencies. 

Licensing & Technology Transfer. Examines the nature of "tech
nology," means for establishing legal rights in technology, and ways of 
employing of transferring such rights for the benefit of the proprietor of the 
rights. 

Intellectual Property Survey. Survey of domestic intellectual 
property law; patent, copyright, trademark, and trade secret statutes and 
cases. The course is intended to afford the student who intends to practice 
in other areas an acquaintance with the issues and principles associated 
with those legal fields. 

Comparative Patent Law Seminar. Study of patent laws of other 
countries, industrialized and emerging. Includes analysis of major treaties 
on patent rights. 

Advanced Topics in Patent Law. A seminar addressing topics of 
current statutory, treaty, or case-law development in patent law. 
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Information and Assistance 

For further information about the Intellectual Property Program at 
the University of Houston Law Center, contact: 

Kimberly Lopez 
Intellectual Property Program 
University of Houston Law Center 
Houston, TX 77204-6381 

(713)743-2180 

J.D. application forms and other admissions information may be 
obtained by writing to: 

Leah Gross 
Assistant Dean for Admissions and 
Financial Aid 
University of Houston Law Center 
Houston, TX 77204-6381 

(713)7 43-1070 

12 




	DOC011 - Copy
	DOC011
	DOC012 - Copy
	DOC012
	DOC013 - Copy
	DOC013
	DOC014 - Copy
	DOC014
	DOC015 - Copy
	DOC015
	DOC016 - Copy
	DOC016
	DOC017 - Copy
	DOC017
	DOC018 - Copy
	DOC018



