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What Does the Intellectual Property 
Law Institute Do? 

Intellectual property is in the forefront of current legal 
development in all industrialized countries of the world. 
Intellectual property law embraces the subjects of patent 
law, copyright law, trademark law, and trade secret law. 
These subjects are strongly involved in modem trade and 
are at the center of present-day governmental efforts 
toward international trade agreements. 

Patent law assists in the formation of risk capital, by 
providing for a limited time an exclusionary right with 
regard to new products and industrial processes. 
Trademark law prohibits product imitators from trading on 
the good will built up by others in names and symbols 
identifying their products. Copyright law protects for a 
limited time .. original works of authorship," a term which 
covers works from books to movies to computer software. 
A separate body of state-created law, particularly against 
unfair competition (which includes invasions of others' 
trade secrets), provides additional protections. 

The University of Houston Law Center offers the 
most extensive program in intellectual property law in the 
western half of the United States. Nine courses in the IP 
area are available to JD students every year and are 
administered by the Intellectual Property Law Institute. 
The Institute also sponsors conferences for IP practitioners 
and is a leading research entity for improvement in the 
administration of justice in the IP area. An LL.M. degree 
proposal in intellectual property law has been approved by 
the Law Center faculty and is awaiting state confirmation, 
which is expected in the fall of 1993. 

The concept and mission of the Intellectual Property 
Law Institute were originally suggested by an outside 
advisory board of distinguished IP practitioners. Their 
proposals were strongly endorsed by students at the Law 
Center interested in studying IP subjects in greater depth. 
The Institute is supported financially by both the state and 
the profession, including many individuals and the 
following organizations: 

Arnold, White & Durkee 
Baker & Botts 
Compaq Computer Corp. 
Conley, Rose & Tayon 
Cooper Industries 
Fulbright & Jaworski 
Kirk & Lindsay 

Pravel, Gambrell, Hewitt, 
Kimball & Krieger 

Shell Oil Co. 
Susman Godfrey 
Vaden, Eickenroht, 

Thompson, 
Boulware & Feather 

Vinson & Elkins 



Intellectual Property Law Faculty 

Full-time 
Craig Joyce, Professor of Law and Co-director 

of the Intellectual Property Law Institute. Professor 
Joyce teaches copyright law. He is the author of 
Copyright Law: Cases and Materials (2d ed. 1991) 
and numerous often-cited articles on copyright sub
jects in the Michigan, UCLA and other law reviews. 

Paul Janicke, Institute Professor of Patent Law 
and Co-director of the Intellectual Property Law 
Institute. A practitioner and writer in patent law and 
litigation for twenty years and a former law clerk at 
the U.S. Court of Customs and Patent Appeals, Prof. 
Janicke is now a full-time faculty member at the Law 
Center. He teaches patent law and patent-related 
courses, and is engaged in research on patent law 
subjects. 

Raymond Nimmer, Law Foundation Professor 
of Law. Prof. Nimmer teaches information law, a 
cross-disciplinary subject addressing the legal 
protection of computer hardware and software from 
various viewpoints, including trade secret, copyright, 
patent, and contract. His treatise, The Law of 
Computer Technology, was named the best law book 
of 1985 by the American Association of Publishers. 

Part-time 
Elton Dry, Adjunct Professor of Law. 

Experienced in licensing all over the world, Mr. Dry 
teaches international licensing of technology. 

Paul Krieger, Adjunct Professor of Law. Mr. 
Krieger is a well-known practitioner and author in the 
fields of trademark law, unfair competition law, and 
trade secret law. He teaches all of these subjects at the 
Law Center. 

Alan Thiele, Adjunct Professor of Law. A 
practitioner with thorough background in both private 
and corporate patent practice, Mr. Thiele teaches 
patent litigation. He is developing new courses in 
patent prosecution, for both students and professionals. 

Rene Zentner, Adjunct Professor of Law. Mr. 
Zentner has experience in every phase of the creation 
and the commercial development and use of 
intellectual property. He teaches a seminar focusing 
on the principal events in. each of those phases. 



Curriculum 

Patent Law. Substantive law of patents as a means for 
protecting industrial products and processes; historical 
background of patent systems; priority of invention; 
conditions for a patent; loss of right to a patent; the 
patent specification; statutory subject matter for 
patenting; patent infringement; inequitable conduct in 
obtaining a patent; remedies for infringement. (Janicke) 
Trademarks and Unfair Competition. Evolution 
and practice of trademark and related unfair competition 
law, with emphasis on litigation strategy. (Krieger) 
Copyright. Protection for works of human intellect 
(literature, music, art, computer programs, etc.) under 
the Copyright Act of 1976. Includes subject matter for 
copyright, ownership, duration, registration procedure, 
exclusive rights, infringement actions and defenses, 
remedies, federal preemption of state law, and interna
tional aspects. (Joyce) 
Trade Secrets. Study of trade secrets under the tort 
and property approaches; protection by contract and by 
operation of law; business relationships as a source of 
trade secret obligations; interface with laws promoting 
free competition. (Krieger) 
Patent Litigation. Study of special aspects and 
business implications of patent litigation in its modern 
form. Includes theories of suit, remedies, discovery, 
trial, and alternative nonjudicial resolution procedures. 
(Thiele) 
Intellectual Property Survey. A short condensation 
highlighting the principal concepts of patent, trademark, 
copyright, and trade secret law. (Janicke) 
International Licensing of Technology. Examines 
the nature of "technology" and means for establishing 
and transferring legally recognized rights in technology, 
especially as among entities of more than one country. 
(Dry) 
Intellectual Property Seminar. A study of the step
by-step creation of the various kinds of intellectual 
property, and of the establishment of appropriate forms 
of protection for them. (Zentner) 
Computer Law and Information Law Semi
nars. Study of law as it pertains to computers and 
information technology; how law deals with the control 
and disclosure of information; proprietary rights in 
commercial and industrial information. (Nimmer) 



University of Houston Law Center 

Vital Statistics 

Forty-five years are just a few brief decades in the 
life of a law school, and yet in that short span of 
time the University of Houston has become home to 
one of the largest law schools in the United States. 

The Law Center is among the 15 largest law 
schools in: 

Number of students - 1200 
Full-time faculty - 50 
Size of physical facility 

The quality of its entering class is more impres
sive every year. For the 1991-92 year, 380 students 
were enrolled from an applicant pool of 3550: 

Median GPA is 3.30 
16% of entering class was minority 
54% male and 46% female 

The Law Center has the largest number of 
advanced curriculum courses in the State of 
Texas. Particularly strong programs are offered in 
Taxation, Trial Advocacy, International Business, 
Intellectual Property, Environmental Law, Health 
Law, and Legal History. 

The LL.M. (Master of Laws) Program 
The Law Center offers the LL. M. degree to 
American and foreign lawyers who have the 
opportunity to return to an academic setting to 
obtain in-depth training in select areas of law in 
which the Law Center has established substantial 
teaching and research expertise: 

Energy, Environment, and Natural 
Resources 

Taxation 
International Economics Law 
Health Law 

The Law Center has applied for permission from the 
state to provide an LL.M. degree in Intellectual 
Property Law and expects approval by Fall 1993. 
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