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Vital Statistics 
Forty-four years are just a few brief decades in the life ofa 
law school and yet, in that short span of time, the University of 
Houston has become home to one of the largest law schools in 
the United States. 
The Law Center ranks among the top 15 largest law 
schools in: 

The number of students - 1200 
Faculty-50 
Size of the physical facility 

The quality of its entering class is more impressive every 
year. For the 1991-92 year, 380 students were enrolled from an 
applicant pool of 3550: 

Median LSAT score was in the 90th percentile 
Median GPA is 3.30 
16% of entering class was minority 
54% male and 46% female 

The Law Center has the largest number of advanced 
curriculum courses in the state of Texas. Particularly 
strong programs offered in: 

Taxation, Trial Advocacy, International Business, 
Intellectual Property, Environmental Law, 
Health Law, and Legal History 

Special programs in: 
Continuing Legal Education 
Environmental Liability 
Health Law Institute 
Institute for Higher Education and Governance 
Mexican Legal Studies 
National College of District Attorneys 
National Institute of Trial Advocacy 

The Law Center offers joint degree programs in 
conjunction with other institutes: 

J.D./Master of Arts in History (Rice University) 
J.D./Master ofBusiness Administration (Univ. of Houston) 
J.D./Master of Public Health (Univ. of Texas School of 

Public Health) 
The LL.M. (Master of Laws) Program 
The program offers the LL.M. degree to American and foreign 
lawyers who have the opportunity to return to an academic 
setting to obtain specialized training in select areas oflaw in 
which the Law Center has established substantial teaching 
and research expertise: 

Energy, Environment, and Natural Resources 
Taxation 
International Economic Law 

The Law Center has applied for permission to provide an 
LL.M. degree in Health Law and expects approval by Fall 1992. 
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Intellectual Property Law 
at the 

University of Houston Law Center 

For further information, please contact: 
Prof. Craig Joyce 

University of Houston Law Center 
Houston, Texas 77204-6371 

(713) 749-4901 



Why Intellectual Property? 
Once a relatively esoteric subject taught in only a few 
law schools, intellectual property law now is part of the 
regular curriculum. This interest is more than a passing 
fad. The various branches of intellectual property law, 
and the industries they affect, are vitally important to 
the United States, both domestically and in worldwide 
economic competition. 

Products of the mind are protected under three 
branches of the federal law. Patent law provides a limited 
monopoly for new and inventive products, processes and 
designs. Trademark law prohibits product imitators from 
passing off their goods or services as the products of oth
ers. Copyright law protects "original works of author
ship." A separate body of state-created law, particularly 
the law of unfair competition (including trade secrets), 
provides additional protections. 

The combined economic impact of patent, trademark 
and unfair competition law is staggering. Few.other 
bodies of law, for example, can boast of $900 million 
settlements (Polaroid's 14-year suit against Kodak over 
instant-photography technology)- or its own U.S. Court 
of Appeals (the Federal Circuit, which hears all patent 
appeals). Internationally alone, theft of American
owned patents and trade secrets is estimated at 
$50 billion annually. 

Copyright law, too, is central to the health of the 
American economy. The copyright industries - including 
books, pre-recorded popular entertainment, software, 
computer databases, and the like - are growing twice as 
fast as the economy as a whole. In 1989, these industries 
generated $303 billion annually, or 5.8% of the GNP, 
and employed 5.4 million people, or 4.6% of the total 
U.S. work force. Overseas, the same industries earned 
the United States over $22.3 billion. 

These figures will only grow in succeeding years. 
So will the opportunities for young lawyers with ability, 
integrity, industry, and specialized training in the law 
of intellectual property. The University of Houston Law 
Center offers the most extensive program in intellectual 
property in the Southwest. 

Why The University of Houston Law Center? 
Faculty 
Tom Arnold. Adjunct Professor of Law. B.S.E.E. 1944, 
J.D. 1949, Univ. of Texas. Past president: American Intellectual 
Property Law Association ("AIPLA"), and author or coauthor of 
over 125 publications on intellectual property and alternative 
dispute resolution. 

Gary L. Bush. Adjunct Professor of Law. B.S.E.E. 1961, 
Texas Tech; M. Eng. 1962, Ph.D. 1966, Yale; J.D. 1974, Seton 
Hall. Past president: Houston Intellectual Property Law 
Association ("HIPLA"). 

N. Elton Dry. Adjunct Professor of Law. B.S. 1975, Cente
nary Coll. of La.; J.D. 1964, LSU. Member: HIPLA; Licensing 
Executives Society ("LES") (Co-Chairman, ~eminar Committee, 
1989; Chairman, 1990-1992). 

Craig Joyce. Associate Professor of Law. B.A. 1970, 
Dartmouth; M.A. 1972, Oxford; J.D. 1975, Stanford. Member: 
International Association for the Advancement of Teaching and 
Research in Intellectual Property; Board ofEditors, Journal 
of the Copyright Society of the U.S.A. Professor Joyce is the 
author of Copyright Law: Cases and Materials (2d ed. 1991) 
and numerous articles on copyright in the Michigan, U.C.L.A. 
and other law reviews. 

Paul E. Krieger. Adjunct Professor of Law. B.S. Min. Engr. 
1964, Univ. of Pittsburgh; Pennsylvania State Univ.; LL.B. 
1968, Univ. of Maryland; LL.M. 1971, George Washington Univ. 
Member: AIPLA; HIPLA; LES; U.S. Trademark Association; 
Texas Technology Transfer Association. 

Raymond T. Nimmer. Law Foundation Professor of Law. 
B.A. 1966, J.D. 1968, Valparaiso. Professor Nimmer's treatise, 
The Law of Computer Technology, was named the best law book 
of 1985 by the American Association of Publishers. He is also a 
recognized expert in commercial law and bankruptcy, and has 
received the A.A. White Teaching Excellence Award. 

Alan Thiele. Adjunct Professor of Law. B.A. 1966, B.S. 1966, 
Lehigh; J.D. 1969, Ohio Northern; LL.M. 1984, John Marshall 
Law School; M.B.A. 1990, Univ. of Houston. Author: Cases and 
Materials on Patent Contracts (1984). 

Rene Zentner. Adjunct Professor of Law. B.A., Stanford; 
J.D., Univ. of Calif., Berkeley. Mr. Zentner has extensive experi
ence in corporate and private practice, and currently serves as 
Director of Development at the University of Houston. 

Curriculum 
Patent Law. Substantive law of patents as a means for 
protecting industrial ideas; historical background of patent 
systems; law of invention; conditions for a patent; loss of right 
to a patent; patent specification; patentable subject matter; 
infringement. 

Unfair Competition. Evolution and practice of trademark 
and related unfair competition law, with emphasis on litigation 
strategy. 

Trade Secrets. Study of trade secrets as property. Practical 
aspects of trade secrets as they relate to protection by contract 
and operation oflaw; relationships of the parties; public law 
constraints; adversarial considerations; and licensing. 

Copyright. Protections for works of human intellect 
(literature, music, art, computer programs, etc.) under the 
Copyright Act of 1976. Includes subject matter, ownership, 
duration, formalities, exclusive rights, infringement actions 
and defenses, remedies, federal preemption of state law, and 
international aspects. 

Patent Litigation. Study of special aspects of procedure, 
law and practice related to litigation of patent infringement. 
Includes discovery, expert witness and damages issues. 

Alternative Dispute Resolution. Practical aspects of 
resolving disputes by means other than litigation. Emphasis 
on examples from practice of intellectual property law. 

Computer Law Seminar. Study oflaw as it pertains to 
computers and information technology. Impact of commercial 
law concepts on technology. Law of contracts as applied to 
computer software and hardware. 

l:r:iformation Law Seminar. How law deals with the 
control and disclosure of information. Coverage of proprietary 
rights in commercial information under trade secrecy, copyright 
and other laws; individual rights to control access to and use of 
information; rights of access to and concealment of information 
collected or held by public agencies. 

Technology Transfer Seminar. Examines the nature of 
"technology," means for establishing legal rights in technology, 
and ways of employing or transferring such rights for the 
benefit of the proprietor of the rights. 
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