
UH Law Center to Host USPTO Town Hall Meeting
March 22, 2006

Patent attorneys, patent agents, independent inventors and members of the small business community will gather in Krost Auditorium on 
March 22 for a Town Hall Meeting co-sponsored by the US Patent and Trademark Office and the UH Law Center’s IPIL Institute. The two-
hour meeting begins at 2 p.m. and will address proposed rule changes affecting claims and continuations. USPTO officials will also 
demonstrate the new web-based electronic filing system starting in Krost at 1 p.m. Registration is free, and parking at the new UH 
Parking Garage will include shuttle busses to Krost provided by the IPIL Institute. Details are available at 
http://www.uspto.gov/web/patents/townhall.htm.

HLSA Team Scores Big at National Competition
2006 HNBA 

It was first, second and third for the UH Law Center’s HLSA team at the 2006 Hispanic National Bar Association’s Moot Court Competition. 
First went to Eric Muñoz, named best speaker of the competition.  Second was the entire team (Muñoz, Steve Araiza and Vanessa Luna) 
for Best Brief-Respondent.  And third was the team’s overall standing among the 30 teams competing. The team's participation was made 
possible by the sponsorship of the King and Spalding Student Organization Support Fund. Congratulations to all competitors and their 
coach, Cassandra Jeu.  

Third Annual Baker Botts Lecture
March 28, 2006

UH Law Center’s Institute for Intellectual Property & Information Law presents the Third Annual Baker Botts Lecture with The Honorable 
Arthur J. Gajarsa, United States Court of Appeals for the Federal Circuit. The lecture will be held on Tuesday, March 28th beginning at 
5:30 p.m. at The Coronado Club (910 Travis). To attend, please kindly RSVP to IPIL@UH.EDU or 713.743.2180.

Judge John R. Brown Admiralty Competition Set For Houston
March 30 – April 1, 2006

The University of Houston Law Center in conjunction with the University of Texas School of Law will host the 2006 John R. Brown
Admiralty Moot Court Competition in Houston on March 30th, 31st and April 1st.  The competition focuses on legal issues concerning 
Judge Brown’s special legacy, maritime law.  We are proud to announce that Chief Judge Jones, Judge Benavides and Judge DeMoss of
the United States Fifth Circuit along with Judge Rosenthal and Judge Ellison of the Southern District of Texas will be panelists for the final 
round of the competition.  If you are a practicing attorney who would like to participate as a panelist, please contact Josh Davis at 
jpdavis4@central.uh.edu.  For more information, click here.

2006 Memorial Hermann Health Law Lecture
April 6, 2006

UH Law Center’s Health Law & Policy Institute presents the 2006 Memorial Hermann Health Law Lecture on "Reforming the Law of 
Emergency Medical Care" featuring David A. Hyman, Professor at the University of Illinois College of Law. The lecture will be held on 
Thursday, April 6th from 7:30 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. at the Edwin Hornberger Conference Center, 2151 West Holcombe Blvd., Houston, TX
77030. Other speakers will include David Siegel, Mary Anne Bobinski, David Wright, Laura D. Hermer, and Guy L. Clifton. To attend, 
please kindly RSVP to healthlaw@UH.EDU or call (713) 743-2101. For more information, click here.

Giddy Up! 
April 22, 2006 

Houston’s rodeo may have ended – but the trail ride to Giddy Up! has just begun.  Wagons filled with fabulous fare are rolling toward the 
UH Law Center’s 30th Annual Law Gala & Auction, and the grand dame of C&W music – none other than Wynonna Judd – is tuning up for
our unforgettable evening event.  So mark your calendars to be at the Hilton Americas in downtown Houston on Saturday, April 22 – and 
click here for all the details! 

Harriet Miers To Deliver Commencement Address
May 12, 2006

White House Counsel Harriet Miers has accepted Dean Nancy Rapoport’s invitation to serve as the keynote speaker at the UH Law 
Center’s commencement ceremonies on May 12, 2006.  Nominated by President Bush to serve on the U.S. Supreme Court, Ms. Miers 
quickly became a lightning rod for debate on a range of issues – and she subsequently asked the President to withdraw her name from
consideration.  For more information on Harriet Miers, click here.

‘Teaching Consumer Law’ Conference 
May 19-20, 2006 

The Center for Consumer Law at the UH Law Center, in cooperation with the National Association of Consumer Advocates, will host a two-
day ‘Teaching Consumer Law’ conference for law school professors, adjuncts and clinical professors.  UH Law Center Professor Richard 
Alderman will direct a conference faculty of more than 30 experts from around the world who will cover the past, present and future of 
consumer law.  For details on this unique conference dedicated exclusively to the teaching of consumer law, click here.
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technology. EFS-Web beta participants, representing corporations, law firms 
and independent inventors, received product overviews, specifications on 
system functionality and requirements and hands-on training. Over 80 
organizations participated in the EFS-Web pilot program. Prior to 
deployment, close to 200 pilot participants attended the EFS-Web onsite and 
Web-based trainings. 

>> View Video ... RealMedia Player
(NOTE: This is a large video, please allow a few minutes for it to download)

USPTO to Hold Town Hall Meeting on Patent 
Claims and Continuation Practice 
Houston, Texas, March 22, 2006 

The third Town Hall Meeting on the proposed rule changes for claims and 
continuations will be held March 22 in Houston, Texas. The United States 
Patent and Trademark Office (USPTO) and the University of Houston Law 
Center will co-sponsor the event at the University of Houston Law Center in 
Krost Hall. The meeting will be held from 2 p.m. – 4 p.m. 

The USPTO will demonstrate its new Web based Electronic Filing System 
(EFS-Web) prior to the Town Hall Meeting from 1 p.m. – 2 p.m. at the same 
location. 

Peggy Focarino, Deputy Commissioner for Patent Operations, and John 
Whealan, Deputy General Counsel for Intellectual Property Law and 
Solicitor, will provide an overview of the challenges the USPTO faces and the 
reasons why the proposed new rules are necessary. A question and answer 
session will follow immediately after their presentation. 

Registration is free and CLE credit may be available. 

The Town Hall Meetings are for patent attorneys, patent agents, independent 
inventors and members of the small business community. Details regarding 
a future Town Hall Meeting in Washington, DC, will be posted at a later date. 

>> Registration ...

Public Input Sought for New 
USPTO Strategic Plan 

The United States Patent and Trademark Office 
(USPTO) is seeking comments and suggestions 
from the public to assist the agency in developing 
a new strategic plan. The plan will guide the 
USPTO’s operations from 2007-2012. An e-mail 
box, StrategicPlanning1@uspto.gov, has been 
established for the public’s use in submitting 
suggestions, ideas and comments that the agency 
should consider in developing the new plan. 

The USPTO’s current 21st Century Strategic Plan, developed in 2002, can be 
viewed at The 21st Century Strategic Plan - Revised [PDF viewer - 
295 KB].

We look forward to hearing your suggestions. Thank you for your attention 
and input. 

IP Global Marketplace Conference Set for McLean, 
Virginia - March 27-28 

The United States Patent and Trademark Office (USPTO) will present a two-
day conference on intellectual property for small and medium size 
businesses, entrepreneurs and independent inventors who are interested in 
manufacturing their products abroad. The conference will be held March 27-
28 at the Ritz-Carlton Hotel at Tyson’s Corner in McLean, Virginia. 
Congressman Frank Wolf (R Va.) will be a special guest speaker. The 
sessions run both days from 8:30 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. 
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  >> Register now for Houston Town Hall Meeting - March 22 

Commerce 
Secretary 
Carlos 
Gutierrez 
Launches New 
Web-Based 
Filing System 
for Patent 
Applications

Commerce Secretary 
Carlos M. Gutierrez
and Under Secretary for 
Intellectual Property 
Jon Dudas today 
launched the United 
States Patent and 

Trademark Office’s (USPTO) new electronic filing system that will allow 
applicants to file over the Internet virtually anytime and anywhere, reducing 
the application process by 30 minutes and improving accuracy on filed 
documents.  

Three early adopters—the 3M Company, the law firm of Fish & Richardson 
and the University of Maryland—filed the first applications using EFS-Web, 
the new web-based patent application tool, today at the Commerce 
Department officially opening the system to all patent applicants.  

“This new electronic filing system is another critical step in our on-going 
efforts to provide innovators with the most secure and simple patent-
applicant process in the world,” said Gutierrez. “Our country is rich in skill 
and creativity. Every day this human talent develops novel and useful 
inventions to improve the lives and livelihoods of the American people.” 

“The USPTO worked with the intellectual property community to develop this 
new system,” added Under Secretary Dudas. “Focus groups composed of 
corporations, law firms and individual filers provided input about their needs. 
Based on this customer input, USPTO developed a tool designed to meet 
those needs – an efficient patent submission tool in which users have full 
confidence.” 

The shift from a paper-based system to an electronic environment offers a 
number of advantages to patent filers. Patent customers can file applications 
and related documents using their existing software. It is now possible to 
submit documents by simply attaching PDF files. EFS-Web offers additional 
practical flexibility to the intellectual property community by allowing staff to 
file documents prepared and reviewed by patent attorneys. Filers will also be 
able to pay filling fees over the Internet.  

EFS-Web submissions are automatically processed through the USPTO. 
Patent filers receive rapid access to their applications through the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system, so they can view their 
submissions and confirm that documents have been securely and accurately 
received. EFS-Web also offers visual proof that patent applications and 
documents have been received in the form of an automatic electronic 
receipt.  

Over the last several months, the USPTO conducted beta tests of the 

  (Transcript 22 FEB 2006)
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