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DOUGLAS LICHTMAN
Professor of Law
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B.S.E. Duke University, 1994
J.D. Yale, 1997

Professor Lichtman focuses his teaching and research on topics relating to law and technology. His areas of 
specialty include patent and copyright law, telecommunications regulation, and information strategy and 
economics.

Professor Lichtman joined the faculty at UCLA School of Law in 2007 after a tenured teaching career at the 
University of Chicago.  His work has been featured in numerous journals including the Journal of Law & Economics, the Journal of 
Legal Studies, the Yale Law Journal, and the Harvard Business Review. He co-authored Telecommunications Law and Policy, a textbook that 
investigates the federal regulatory regime applicable to broadcast television, cable television, radio, telephony, and the Internet. 

PRICING PATENTS: THE RAND COMMITMENT:  In a typical agreement between a buyer and a seller, price is one of the central 
terms specified in the deal. Yet, in a surprisingly large number of technology agreements, patent holders are today choosing 
not to specify price, instead opting to adopt as their pricing term only a commitment to later choose a “reasonable and non-
discriminatory” rate. But why? And should the patent system embrace this unconventional approach? In this talk, UCLA law 
professor Doug Lichtman will consider the purpose of this sort of price ambiguity, arguing that, while it does have some potential 
for abuse, it is most often a pro-competitive mechanism designed both to encourage competitive pricing and, in the event of 
litigation, to guide courts away from patent law’s conventional damages methodologies.
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