HOW TO HANDLE DOCUMENTS OR PHYSICAL OBJECTS IN COURT

1. You can’t just talk about “this”

2. Say to the clerk, out loud: “Please mark this (document) (object) for identification.”

3. Clerk will say, out loud: “This will be prosecution exhibit #___ for identification.”

4. To witness: “I show you prosecution exhibit #___ for identification and ask you to identify it.”

5. After adequate identification and showing of relevance: “Your honor, I offer prosecution exhibit #___ for identification into evidence.”

6. The judge: “It will be received in evidence.”

7. You can now show it to the jury, distribute copies, use blowup of excerpt on easel, etc.
HOW TO AVOID LEADING ON DIRECT EXAMINATION

· Begin question with: Who, How, What, Where, or When; or “Please tell us about what happened on/at ______.”  “Please explain how _____”
· Do not begin with: Is,  Did,  Are,  Were,  Do you
· If you feel yourself leading, rephrase using Who, How, etc. 

Example: Instead of “Were you there when it happened?”,   substitute “Where were you?” or even better: “How do you know it happened?”  Let the witness tell the story! Only if the witness falters will you need to lead for one or two prompting questions. 
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