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Energy, Environmental, and Natural Resources Law 

Fall 2008 

Course Credit Instructor Time Days

Energy Law:  Emerging Markets  3 Skelton 1:00p-2:30p TTh 

Environmental Law 3 Daniels 2:30p-4:00p MW 

Environmental Law 3 Irvine 7:30p-9:00p TTh 

Franchise & Distribution 3 Devlin 10:30a-12:00p TTh 

Land Use 3 Burke 6:00p-7:30p MW 

Oil & Gas 3 Weaver 2:30p-4:00p TTh 

Oil & Gas 3 Mixon 2:30p-4:00p TTh 

Strategy of Project Finance (@ Bauer) 3 Arbogast 6:00p-9:00p T 

The Economics of Envt'l Law* 3 Colbert 6:00p-7:30p MW 

Seminar:  Economic Regulation 3 Bush 1:00p-2:30p MW 

 
 

Energy Law:  Emerging Markets 
Supplemental 
Information 

This course explores the legal and regulatory structures affecting foreign investors seeking 
to participate in the development of the so-called emerging markets, with particular 
emphasis on energy related transactions and the restructuring of formerly socialist 
economies. Topics to be covered include: forms of foreign investment and commercial 
transactions, local accreditation, taxation, the privatization process, intellectual property 
protection, import-export regulations, currency controls, project and conventional financing, 
banking, the development and regulation of capital markets, securities and commodities 
exchanges, financing, labor law, environmental protection, and antitrust issues. 

Environmental Law 
Supplemental 
Information 

This course provides an overview of the major environmental laws and accompanying 
regulations.  “Environmental Law” is one of the largest bodies of substantive law that now 
exists, and it is therefore impossible to teach the whole thing comprehensively in one 
semester.  However, this course will teach you the major ways in which environmental 
legislation works, the various justifications for environmental legislation, and some of the 
possible changes that will come from our legislatures.  Since environmental law is not 
generally based on the common law, understanding environmental law depends less on 
cases than on the statutes, regulations, and the policies behind those statutes and regulations.  
In practice, environmental issues are often resolved by convincing the administrative 

                                                 
*  This class is for LL.M students; J.D. students may register for it if space is available. 
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agency (the EPA or a state equivalent) of a certain interpretation of a law or a regulation, 
and the ability to make these arguments depends upon understanding the policies and 
reasons behind our environmental laws and regulations.  We will therefore touch on some 
concepts of administrative law.  Where appropriate, I will try to give “practical” information 
on the practice of environmental law, but the most practical thing that you can learn at this 
point is a working overview of the entire environmental scheme.  When you are in practice 
(even if, perhaps especially if, your practice is a general one) it is most important that you 
be able to recognize environmental issues and know how to find the information to address 
them, rather than trying to memorize whole sections of statutes or regulations. 

Franchise and Distribution 
Supplemental 
Information 

This course surveys the history and development of franchising and the laws relating to 
franchise relationships, with particular attention to the franchise laws affecting the 
distribution of motor fuels.  The course will cover a broad range of legal issues and topics 
involved in franchise and product distribution, including franchise regulation, disclosure, 
and registration, types of franchises, antitrust, unfair competition, trademarks, pricing, 
advertising, premises liability, and contract law.  The statutes examined will include federal 
and state laws and regulations, including the federal Petroleum Marketing Practices Act and 
the FTC Franchise Disclosure Rule.  In addition, foreign and international franchise law will 
be discussed. 

Land Use 
Supplemental 
Information 

Land is one of our most scarce and valuable resources and thus it is one of the most heavily 
regulated resources.  It is difficult to pick up a newspaper and not find a story about a land 
use dispute, such as— 
 
1. opposition to Wal-Mart building its next superstore in Northwest Harris County;  

2. challenges to the City of Houston’s Sign Code (which regulates the size, placement, 
and spacing of billboards and other advertising signs) as a taking without just 
compensation; or  

3. protests about the Port of Houston expanding and in the process filling more than one 
hundred acres of wetlands.   

This course will explore the devices available for regulating the development of land, 
including eminent domain, takings, planning, zoning, subdivision regulation, historic 
preservation, growth management, open space preservation, redevelopment, and 
environmental regulation (wetlands, endangered species, and environmental disclosure 
requirements).  In examining these devices, we will consider the rights and concerns of the 
key actors in this arena, namely, landowners, developers, neighbors, governments (mostly 
local), environmentalists, and preservationists.  

Oil & Gas 
Supplemental 
Information 

This course covers the basic property, contract and regulatory framework for oil and gas 
production in Texas.  It explores common law property concepts (such as the rule of 
capture, trespass, cotenancy, life tenancy, etc.); the provisions of an oil and gas lease 
negotiated between a mineral interest owner and an oil company as lessee; and also 
examines Railroad Commission regulation of drilling, production, pooling, and unitization 
for the efficient and fair development of oil and gas. 
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Tentative Offerings for Spring 2009 
• Administrative Law (Bush) 
• Environmental Externship (day) 
• Seminar:  International Environmental Law:  Emphasis Climate Change (Flatt) 
• International Petroleum (Weaver) 
• Natural Resources Law (Burke) (day) 
• The Present and Future of CO2 Trading (Flatt) 
• Water Law (Daniels) 

 


