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EMPLOYMENT

Permanent Academic Positions

University of Houston Law Center, Houston, TX
Professor, Larry & Joanne Doherty Chair in Legal Ethics, 2002-present
Courses: Constitutional Law, Professional Responsibility, Law & Religion, Torts

Santa Clara University School of Law, Santa Clara, CA
Associate Professor, 2000-2002
Assistant Professor, 1994-2000
Courses: Constitutional Law, Professional Responsibility, Law & Religion, Torts,
Bioethics and Law

Visiting Positions

George Washington University Law School, Washington, DC
Visiting Professor, Fall 2006
Courses: Torts, Professional Responsibility

University of Alabama School of Law, Tuscaloosa, AL
Francis Hare Endowed Chair of Torts, Fall 2004
Courses: Law & Religion, Torts

University of Utah, S.J. Quinney College of Law, Salt Lake City, UT
Visiting Professor, Summer 2004
Course: Professional Responsibility

Georgetown University Law Center, Washington, DC
Visiting Assistant Professor, 1998-1999

Courses: Torts, Prosecutorial Ethics

Practice and Clerkship

Department of Justice, Washington, D.C.
Assistant Counsel, Office of Professional Responsibility, 1997-1998
Investigated allegations of misconduct against federal prosecutors.

Hon. Mary M. Schroeder, United States Court of Appeals for the Ninth Circuit, Phoenix, AZ
Judicial Clerk, 1992-1993

Sidley & Austin, Washington, DC
Summer Associate, Appellate Litigation Group, 1992



Wilson, Sonsini, Goodrich & Rosati Palo Alto, CA
Summer Associate, Litigation Group, 1991

Pillsbury, Madison & Sutro San Jose, CA
Summer Associate, Litigation Group, 1990

Other

University of Notre Dame, Notre Dame, IN
Assistant Professor, Department of Theology, 1985-1989

St. Joseph’s University, Philadelphia, PA
Assistant Professor, Department of Theology, 1984-1985

EDUCATION AND FELLOWSHIPS

Stanford Law School, Palo Alto, CA
J.D., 1992
Research Assistant in Constitutional Law
Kathleen M. Sullivan, 1992
Justice Hans Linde, 1991

Yale University, New Haven, CT
M.A., M.Phil., Ph.D., 1984, Religious Studies
Yale University Fellowship, 1979-1984
Teaching Assistant, Yale Divinity School, 1980-1983
Instructor, Department of Religious Studies,
Fairfield University, Fairfield, CT, 1980-1981

University of Notre Dame, Notre Dame, IN
B.A., Theology & French, summa cum laude, Phi Beta Kappa, 1978
L’Université Catholique de L’Ouest, Angers, France, 1975-1976

Harvard University, Cambridge, MA
Research Fellow, Program in Ethics and the Professions, 1992-1993
Laurance Rockefeller Center for Human Values, Princeton University (declined 1993)
Center of Theological Inquiry, Princeton, NJ (declined 1993)

Emory University, Atlanta, GA
Fellow in Law and Religion, 2001-2002
School of Law, Candler School of Theology and Graduate Division of Religion



PUBLICATIONS
Books

LAW AND RELIGION: CASES AND MATERIALS (Foundation Press, 2d ed. 2010; 1st ed. 2007)
(interdisciplinary casebook including materials from Religious Studies); see
www.griffinlawandreligion.com, with online updates, biannual supplements and Teacher’s
Manual.

LAW AND RELIGION: CASES IN CONTEXT (Aspen, 2010) (edited anthology providing
background narratives to famous law and religion cases), accompanying website available at
http://www.aspenlawschool.com/books/griffin/default.asp.

THE CATHOLIC CHURCH, MORALITY AND POLITICS (with Charles E. Curran, eds.) (Paulist Press,
2001).

RELIGION & POLITICS IN THE AMERICAN MILIEU (ed., Special Issue, The Review of Politcs,
1989).

Journal Articles

How Smith Protects Women'’s Equality, 32 CARDOZO L. REV. 1831 (2011) (Symposium on
Employment Division, Dep’t of Human Resources of Oregon v. Smith, 494 U.S. 872 (1990)).

Snyder v. Phelps: Searching for a Legal Standard, 2010 CARDOZO L. REV. DE NovoO 353
(Symposium on Funerals, Fire and Brimstone).

Fighting the New Wars of Religion: The Need for a Tolerant First Amendment, 62 MAINE L.
REV. 23 (2010).

No Law Respecting the Practice of Religion, 85 U. OF DETROIT MERCY L. REV. 475 (2008)
(McElroy Lecture).

Political Reason, 22 ST. JOHN’S J. LEGAL COMMENT. 493 (2007).
Conscience and Emergency Contraception, 6 HOUSTON J. HEALTH L. 299 (2006).
Watch Out for Whistleblowers, 33:1 J. L. MED. & ETHICS 160 (Spring 2005).

What Might Have Been: Contraception and Religious Liberty, 1 U. OF ST. THOMAS L.J.
632 (2003).

What Do Clients Want? A Clients’ Theory of Professionalism, 52 EMORY L.J. 1087
(2003).

Fundamentalism from the Perspective of Liberal Tolerance, 24 CARDOZO L. REV. 1631
(2003).

Their Own Prepossessions: The Establishment Clause 1999-2000,33 LoYy. U. CHI. L. REV. 237
(2001).

The Prudent Prosecutor, 14 GEORGETOWN J. LEGAL ETHICS 259 (2001).

“We Do Not Preach. We Teach.”: Religion Professors and the First Amendment, 19
QUINNIPIAC L. REV. 1 (2000).

The Relevance of Religion to a Lawyer’s Work: Legal Ethics, 66 FORDHAM L. REV. 1253 (1998).



Good Catholics Should Be Rawlsian Liberals, 5 SOUTHERN CAL. INTERDISC. L.J. 297 (1997).
Whose Duties and Liabilities to Third Parties?, 37 S. TEX. L. REV. 1191 (1996).
The Lawyer’s Dirty Hands, 8 GEORGETOWN J. LEGAL ETHICS 219 (1995).

The Trivialization of Religion, 1994 WIS. L. REV. 1287 (1994) (review essay, STEPHEN
CARTER, THE CULTURE OF DISBELIEF).

The Problem of Dirty Hands, 17 J. RELIGIOUS ETHICS 31-61 (1989).

Catholics, Blacks, Evangelicals: Three Versions of the Public Church, 1 NEW THEOLOGY REV.
20-42 (1988).

Women in Religious Congregations and Politics, 49 THEOLOGICAL STUD. 417-44 (1988).
The Integration of Spiritual and Temporal, 48 THEOLOGICAL STUD. 225-57 (1987).
Review Essay on Affirmative Action, 3 J. L. & RELIGION 455-61 (1985).

Book Chapters

Religion and the Courts 1790-1947, in CAMBRIDGE HISTORY OF RELIGIONS IN AMERICA (S. J. Stein,
ed., forthcoming 2012).

Religious Sanctity and Political Power, in THE LEGACY OF BILLY GRAHAM: REFLECTIONS ON
AMERICA’S GREATEST EVANGELIST 107-21 (M. Long, ed., Westminster John Knox Press,
2008).

The Story of Edwards v. Aguillard: The Genesis of Creation-Science, in EDUCATION STORIES 255-
67 (M. Olivas & R.G. Schneider, eds., Foundation Press, 2007).

The Second Great Argument About Freedom, in A JUST AND TRUE LOVE: FEMINISM AT THE
FRONTIERS OF THEOLOGICAL ETHICS 406-28 (M. A. Ryan & B. F. Linnane, eds., University of
Notre Dame Press, 2007).

Bohatch v. Butler & Binion, in LEGAL ETHICS LAW STORIES 55-87 (D. Rhode & D. Luban, eds.,
Foundation Press, 2005).

Whistleblowing in the Business World, in ENRON: CORPORATE FIASCOS AND LEGAL IMPLICATIONS
209-36 (N. Rapoport & B. Dharan, eds., Foundation Press, 2004).

Pope John XXIII, in THE TEACHINGS OF MODERN CHRISTIANITY ON LAW, POLITICS AND HUMAN
NATURE VOL. 1 145-72 (J. Witte & F. Alexander, eds., Columbia University Press, 2005); id. VOL.
IL, 94-115.

Declaration on Religious Liberty, in MODERN CATHOLIC SOCIAL TEACHING: COMMENTARIES AND
INTERPRETATIONS 244-65 (K. Himes, ed., Georgetown University Press, 2005).

Citizen-Soldiers are Like Priests: Feminism in Law and Theology, in CHRISTIAN PERSPECTIVES ON
LEGAL THOUGHT 194-205 (M. McConnell, R. Cochran, A. Carmella, eds., Yale University Press,
2001).

Evangelium Vitae: Abortion, in EVANGELIUM VITAE 159-73 (K. Wildes and A. Mitchell, eds.,
Georgetown University Press, 1997); reprinted in C. Curran & R. McCormick, eds., READINGS
IN MORAL THEOLOGY NoO. 10 (1998).

Moral Criticism as Moral Teaching, in THE MAKING OF AN ECONOMIC VISION 250-60 (J. Houck and
O. Williams, eds., 1991).



The Church, Morality and Public Policy, in MORAL THEOLOGY 241-60 (C. Curran, ed.,
1990).

American Catholic Sexual Ethics 1789-1989, in PERSPECTIVES ON THE AMERICAN CATHOLIC
CHURCH, 1789-1989 231-52 (S. Vicchio & V. Geiger, eds., 1989); reprinted in C. Curran & R.
McCormick, eds., READINGS IN MORAL THEOLOGY NO. 8 (1993) 453-84.

Book Reviews, Short Essays, Selected Blogs

Law in a Flash: Constitutional Law, editor of updated editions (2008, 2011).

Blog Commentary on Hosanna-Tabor Evangelical Lutheran Church & School v. EEOC,
132 S.Ct. 694 (2012):
ACSLaw: Reconsidering Free Exercise,
http://www.acslaw.org/acsblog/reconsidering-free-exercise-hosanna-tabor-v-eeoc.
Abolish the Ministerial Exception (with Ronald Turner),
http://www.acslaw.org/acsblog/abolish-the-ministerial-exception.
Concurring Opinions: Reviewing the Oral Argument (Parts I-111),
http://www.concurringopinions.com/archives/author/leslie-griffin.
The Immanent Frame:
Are Religious Institutions Entitled to Disobey the Law?,
http://blogs.ssrc.org/tif/2011/10/25/are-religious-institutions-entitled-to-disobey-the-law/.
Religious Freedom Defeats Secular Law,
http://blogs.ssrc.org/tif/2012/01/19/religious-freedom-defeats-secular-law/.

Religion Blog, http://religionrogue.blogspot.com.
Religion and Politics 2008-2009, 24 J.L. & RELIGION 205 (2010) (review essay).

Charles E. Curran, CATHOLIC MORAL THEOLOGY IN THE UNITED STATES: A HISTORY, in 7
CONVERSATIONS IN RELIGION & THEOLOGY 184 (2009).

Monthly Blog for Talking Justice,
http://communities.justicetalking.org/blogs/default.aspx?GrouplD=34.

Religion and Politics 2004-2007, 23 J.L. & RELIGION 101 (2007) (review essay).

“John Courtney Murray,” ENCYCLOPEDIA OF AMERICAN CIVIL LIBERTIES 2:1049
(P. Finkelman ed., 2006).

“Massachusetts Statute Highlights Controversy Over Access to Emergency Contraception,”
available at http://www.law.uh.edu/healthlaw/perspectives/.

“Euthanasia,” ENCYCLOPEDIA OF GENOCIDE AND CRIMES AGAINST HUMANITY 317 (D.
Shelton, ed., Macmillan 2005).

Peter Cane, RESPONSIBILITY IN LAW AND MORALITY in 14 KING’S COLLEGE L.J. 108 (2003).
“Hiding Behind the First Amendment,” 5 GOV’T L. POL. 55 (Winter/Spring 2003).

“Religious Freedom: Catholicism,” in ENCYCLPEDIA OF RELIGIOUS FREEDOM (C. Cookson, ed.,
Berkshire/Routledge, 2003).

Dedication [for Justice Hans Linde]: 4 Modest Relativism, 64 ALB. L. REV. 1145 (2001).



Jimmy and Oliver, NATIONAL CATHOLIC REPORTER, Mar. 15, 2002, at 18.

Garth Kasimu Baker-Fletcher, DIRTY HANDS: CHRISTIAN ETHICS IN A MORALLY AMBIGUOUS
WORLD, in 14 NEW THEOLOGY REV. 89 (2001).

A Response to Michael J. Perry, CTSA PROCEEDINGS 55 (2000): 86-88.

Winnifred Fallers Sullivan, PAYING THE WORDS EXTRA: RELIGIOUS DISCOURSE IN THE SUPREME
COURT OF THE UNITED STATES, in 76 J. RELIGION 485 (1996).

Christopher F. Mooney, PUBLIC VIRTUE: LAW AND THE SOCIAL CHARACTER OF RELIGION, in 8
J.L. & RELIGION 557 (1990).

Review Essay on Sexual Ethics, 160 AMERICA 227 (11 March 1989).

Charles E. Curran, TOWARDS AN AMERICAN CATHOLIC MORAL THEOLOGY, in 56 J. AM. ACAD.
RELIGION 325 (1988).

J. Philip Wogaman, FAITH AND FRAGMENTATION, in 55 J. AM. ACAD. RELIGION 416 (1987).

PROFESSIONAL MEMBERSHIPS AND SERVICE

United States Supreme Court Bar (Admitted 2003)

Faculty Advisor, American Constitution Society, 2004-present
American Law Institute (Elected 2002)

Northern District of California, State Bar of California (Admitted 1994)
Consulting Member, Legal Panel, ACLU of Texas, January 201 1-present

At-Large Ethics Member, Institutional Review Board, The Methodist Hospital, Houston,
Texas, January 2006-2010

Book Review Editor, Journal of Law and Religion, January 2005-2010

American Bar Association; American Constitution Society; Association for Practical &
Professional Ethics; American Society of Law, Medicine and Ethics; American Academy of
Religion

University of Houston Service: University Grievance Committee; University Moores Chair
Selection Committee; Law Center’s Executive, Appointments, Admissions, Honor Court and
Visitors” Committees

Santa Clara University Service: Admissions Committee, Appointments Committee, Teaching
Committee

SELECTED PRESENTATIONS: NAMED LECTURES, BRIEFS & TESTIMONY

Amicus Brief for Respondent (with Caroline Mala Corbin), Hosanna-Tabor v. E.E.O.C.,
August 9, 2011

Texas Senate, Testimony Against Constitutionality of S.B. 16 Sonogram Legislation, Feb. 9, 2011

Nebraska Legislature, Testimony Against Constitutionality of Abortion Pain Prevention Act,
Feb. 25,2010

Wisconsin Senate, Testimony Defending Constitutionality of SB139 reviving statute of
limitations, Jan. 12, 2010



Kilgore Lecture, Emerson Unitarian Universalist Church, Houston, TX, Oct. 28, 2011

Constitution Day Lecture, Sam Houston State University, Sept. 14, 2011
Rice University Continuing Education Lecturer, The Supreme Court, Spring, 2010
Aspen Bar Review Lecturer, Constitutional Law, 2008, 2009

McElroy Lecture, “No Law Respecting the Practice of Religion,” University of Detroit Mercy
School of Law, Mar. 18, 2008

“What Might Have Been?”, Founding Symposium, University of St. Thomas Law Journal,
Minneapolis, MN, Oct. 18, 2003

“A ‘Truant from the School of History’: The Catholic Church and Liberal Democracy,” University
of Notre Dame, Department of Political Science Henkels Lecture Series, Sept. 15, 2003

Professionalism Lecture, “Whistleblowers,” North Carolina Bar Association, Asheville, NC,
June 21,2003

“Catholic Lawmakers on Cloning and Stem Cell Research,” The Shannon Chair Lecture,
Nazareth College Forum on Human Cloning and Stem Cell Research, Rochester, New
York, Mar. 22,2003

“Who Blew the Whistle?” Inaugural Lecture, Larry and Joanne Doherty Chair in Legal Ethics,
University of Houston Law Center, Nov. 19, 2002

“A New Kind of Establishment: The Catholic Church and Public Policy,” Institute for Democracy
Studies & Union Theological Seminary, New York City, Apr. 4, 2002

“Understanding Seeking Faith,” Georgetown University Law Center, Apr. 7, 1999

“The Preferential Option for the Patient,” Keynote Address to the Catholic Health Association,
St. Louis, Missouri, May 13, 1994

“The Relation Between Religion and Politics,” Centennial Lecture Series, St. Joseph’s College,
Rensselaer, IN, Oct. 15, 1990

OTHER PRESENTATIONS, PAPERS AND PANELS

Ordained Discrimination: The Cases Against the Ministerial Exception. University of Arizona, Sept.
15, 2011; Seton Hall, Sept. 26, 2011; UMKC, Oct. 20, 2011; Howard, Oct. 25, 2011; Capital, Nov. 15,
2011; Houston (Jan. 27, 2012)

“Smith and the Free Exercise Clause,” Southeastern Association of Law Schools Conference
(SEALS), July 25,2011

“The Ministerial Exception,” University of Colorado Law, Culture and Religion Symposium,
July 21, 2011

“The 2010-2011 Supreme Court Preview,” American Constitution Society Meeting, Houston, TX,
Oct. 27,2010

“Smith and Women’s Equality,” Cardozo Conference on the Twentieth Anniversary of Employment
Division v. Smith, New York, NY, Oct. 7, 2010

TV Panelist, “Supreme Court Rulings: How the Rulings Affect Us,” Houston PBS, July 9, 2010
“Suing Your Rabbi: Clergy Malpractice” Jewish Ethics Institute, Houston, TX, May 4, 2010



“How to Serve on an IRB,” UHLC Student Health Law Organization, Oct. 21, 2009

“A New Court in a New Term,” American Constitution Society Meeting, Houston, TX, Sept. 22, 2009
Supreme Court Update, Praeclarus Breakfast Club, Houston, TX, July 17, 2009

“The Key Cases This Term,” Harris County Democrats, Houston, TX, July 14, 2009

The State of Religious Liberty in the United States, Religious Liberty and Religious Property
Disputes: Who Owns the Lord’s House Conference, Pepperdine University School of Law, Jan. 29,
2009

“The History of Law and Religion Studies,” Journal of Law and Religion 25th Anniversary
Conference, Hamline University, Oct. 23, 2008

Panelist, “Constitutional Theories of RLUIPA,” God and the Land Conference, Albany Law School,
Oct. 2, 2008

“The Story of Creation-Science,” Panelist, Education Law Stories Conference, University of
Cincinnati College of Law, Apr. 14, 2008

Moderator, “Religious Belief and Surrogate Ethical Decision-Making,” Association for Practical and
Professional Ethics, San Antonio, TX, Feb. 22, 2008

“Legal Ethics Update,” Institute on Intellectual Property Law, Galveston, TX, Oct. 5, 2007

Panelist, New Hampshire Humanities Council Conference, Shifting Ground: Religion and Civic Life
in America, Manchester, NH, Mar. 24, 2007

“Political Reason,” Panelist at St. John’s Religion and Morality in the Public Square Conference, Mar.
23,2007

“How to Speak About Religion in Public,” Society of Law and Politics, University of Houston Law
Center, Mar. 21, 2006

“The New Supreme Court,” Praeclarus Breakfast Club, Mar. 17, 2006
“Tolerance and Nuance,” Muslim Law Students Association, University of Houston Law Center,
Mar. 1, 2006

Panelist, Appointments to the U.S. Supreme Court, Congreso Internacional Sobre Justicia
Constitucional, Instituto de Investigaciones Juridicas, Universidad Nacional Autonoma de Mexico,
Nov. 28, 2005

Moderator, “Democracy and Virtue: Optimism or Faith?”” at Hamline University School of Law
conference, “A Raft of Hope: Three Conversations about Liberal Democracy, God, and Human
Good,” Oct. 28, 2005

Panelist, “Patient Safety: Communicating Beyond the Walls,” San Mateo (CA) Hospital Consortium,
Oct. 7, 2005

Panelist, Rice University Constitution Day Celebration, Sept. 16, 2005

“One Day at a Time: The Life and Legacy of Richard A. McCormick,” UTMB Galveston,
Mar. 14, 2005

“Bohatch v. Butler & Binion,” University of Alabama School of Law, Sept. 13, 2004
“Conflicts of Interest,” Methodist Hospital, Houston, Sept. 10, 2004

“Cloning and Ethics,” Science Café, Rice Village, Houston, TX, Mar. 31, 2004

“Lessons from the Whistleblowers,” Houston Office Leasing Brokers Association, Feb. 26, 2004;
(Houston) Commercial Real Estate Women, Feb. 5, 2004

Moderator, “Ethics Debate: Implications of the Sarbanes-Oxley Act,” UH Bauer College of Business
Annual Leadership and Ethics Week, Nov. 4, 2003

“How Corporate Reform is Changing Legal Ethics,” South Asian American Bar Association of
Houston Meeting, Oct. 28, 2003



“What Might Have Been?”, Founding Symposium, University of St. Thomas Law Journal,
Minneapolis, Oct. 18, 2003

“The Whistleblowers,” Texas Executive Women, Houston, TX, Oct. 14, 2003
“The Whistleblowers,” West University (Texas) Rotary Club, May 8, 2003

“A Clients’ Theory of Professionalism,” Emory Conference on Ethics and Professionalism, Atlanta,
GA, Mar. 14,2003

“Public Reason,” Panel Discussion on Texas Education Legislation, Americans United for Separation
of Church and State, Houston, TX, Feb. 27, 2003

“Up-the-Ladder or Down the Chute?”, Breakfast Briefing on Sarbanes-Oxley, Baker & McKenzie,
Houston, TX, Feb. 13,2003

“Hiding Behind the First Amendment,” Albany Law School Public Forum on Legal Perspectives on
the Current Crisis in the Catholic Church, Dec. 3, 2002

“Ethics 2000 (Version 2002),” Saipan Bar Association, Aug. 17, 2002
“Ethics 2000 (Version 2002),” Guam Bar Association, Aug. 16, 2002

“Fundamentalism from the Perspective of Liberal Tolerance,” Fundamentalisms, Equalities and the
Challenges to Tolerance in a Post-9/11 Environment Conference, Cardozo School of Law,

Apr. 21, 2002

Panelist, “Does Human Nature Have a Future?” September 11th and the Future of American Liberty
Conference, Oglethorpe University, Atlanta, GA, Mar. 6, 2002

“The Bad News about Good News,” Ethics in Society Colloquium, Emory University, Nov. 26, 2001

“Their Own Prepossessions,” Conference on Law and Religion, Loyola University Chicago School of
Law, Feb. 3, 2001

“Student-Initiated Religious Exercise in the Public Schools and the First Amendment,” Religion in
Our Schools Conference, Thomas Jefferson School of Law, San Diego, CA, Oct. 6, 2000

“‘Religiously Based Morality in a Democracy: What Role?’: Response to Michael Perry,” Catholic
Theological Society of America, San Jose, CA, June 10, 2000

“The Prudent Prosecutor,” Georgetown Journal of Legal Ethics Symposium, Mar. 30, 2000

“The Good Samaritan: Response to Jeremy Waldron,” Santa Clara University, Mar. 24, 2000
“Religion and the First Amendment,” University of Southern California Law School, Jan. 22, 1999
“Prosecutorial Ethics,” Georgetown University Law Center, Sept. 25, 1998

“The Ethics of Managed Care,” Washington Theological Union, Nov. 8, 1998

“John Rawls and Religion,” Stanford Law School, Nov. 6, 1996

“‘A Subtle Inquiry’: Do Courts Know What It Means to ‘Teach About Religion’?”, University of
Chicago Divinity School (Sawyer Seminar), Oct. 18, 1996

“The Relevance of Religion to a Lawyer’s Work,” Fordham School of Law, June, 1997

Critical Book Discussion, Lani Guinier, THE TYRANNY OF THE MAJORITY, Society of Christian Ethics,
Albuquerque, New Mexico, Jan. 6, 1996

“A Report on Rawls,” Santa Clara School of Law, Jan. 19, 1996
“Two Concepts of Lawyers,” Lecture to Lawyers After the Red Mass, San Jose, CA, Oct. 5, 1995
Panelist for Nursing Ethics Symposium, Santa Clara University, November 1994

“The Intersection of Disciplines: Response to James Gustafson,” Plenary Session, Society of
Christian Ethics, Chicago, Jan. 7, 1994

“Needles for Addicts?”, presentation to the Board of Trustees of the University of Notre Dame,

Feb. 10, 1989

“In Vitro Fertilization and Other Reproductive Techniques,” University of Notre Dame, Feb. 15, 1989
“Women and Morality,” St. Mary’s College, Oct. 8, 1986



