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I. EXAM INSTRUCTIONS 

A. Instructions Applicable to the Administration of My Exams 

1. Conventions 

By convention, these instructions use the word “examination” to refer to this document.  The word 
“exam” refers to the event of taking this test, as in “exam room” “exam taker” or “exam time.” 

2. Identification 

Identify yourself only by your personal identification number as set forth below.  Do not identify 
yourself in any other fashion. 

If you are an L.L.M. student, write “LLM” after your personal identification number. 

a. Bluebook Exam Takers 

(i) write your personal identification number on the cover of each of your bluebooks; 
and 

(ii) write your personal identification number on the top right-hand corner of the 
cover page of this examination and on the last page of the examination problem 
itself. 

In addition, write the examination serial number given on the cover page of this examination on the 
cover of each of your bluebooks. 
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b. Typing Exam Takers 

(i) type your personal identification number in a prominent place on the first page of 
the typed answer; and 

(ii) write your personal identification number on the top right-hand corner of the 
cover page of this examination and on the last page of the examination problem 
itself. 

In addition, type the examination serial number given on the cover page of this examination in a 
prominent place on the first page of the typed answer. 

3. Prohibited actions:   copying, reproducing, or memorializing this examination; or taking 
this examination from the exam room 

I have not determined whether I will make this final examination available to students in the 
future.  Accordingly, I am prohibiting this examination from release.  It is an honor code violation to take 
any action designed or intended to cause all or any portion of this examination to be released.  Copying, 
reproducing, or memorializing this examination or any of its contents in any form or fashion will be 
treated as a violation of the Honor Code and will be penalized accordingly.  Taking notes about any 
portion of this examination is expressly prohibited under this rule. 

4. Hand-Writing Your Answer 

Write legibly.  I cannot grade what I cannot read.  Skip every other line and write only on the right 
side of the page (i.e., skip every other page).  You are only permitted to submit what you have written in 
the exam room during the exam time.  Previously-drafted attachments of any sort may not be submitted 
for grading. 

Number your bluebooks consecutively on the outside cover of the bluebook, i.e., “1” for the 
first bluebook, “2” for the second, and so on. 

5. Typing Your Answer 

You are permitted to type your answer to the examination.  If allowed by the capabilities of the 
exam taking software, double space your answer.  Also, type only on one side of the page.  You may not 
use the memory capabilities of your typewriter or computer in any manner. 

For students typing their answer on a computer, the student is responsible for compliance with the 
various technical requirements and mechanics for using the exam taking software, Examsoft.  In 
particular, the student is presumed to be on notice of all information available under the links at the web 
page(s) maintained by the Law Center’s information technology department related to use of the exam 
taking software.  Please realize that I am not undertaking any action to be in a position to provide any 
assistance with the exam taking software. 

6. Materials Allowed 

This is an “open materials” exam.  You may use class notes or outlines (prepared by yourself or 
others), commercial outlines, and other similar materials.  You may not communicate or collaborate with 
anyone during the exam about the examination or obtain direct or indirect information or assistance from 
any person; except for questions to the professor in the case of a severe discrepancy, defect, issue or 
similar problem with the examination.  You may not receive any assistance from any live or electronic 
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retrieval/computer source during the exam.  You may not do any library research or access the internet 
once the exam has begun. 

Students writing the exam by hand are not allowed to use their computers for any purpose during 
the exam.  Students typing the exam using the Law Center’s sponsored exam-taking software may only 
use their computers to run such software. 

7. Collection of Examinations and Materials – Via 8.5 x 11 Inch Envelopes 

The examinations, bluebooks, and scratch paper will be collected at the end of the designated 
time.  You will not receive a grade in the class unless you turn in:   

(i) your entire examination with your personal identification number written on the 
top right-hand corner of the pages indicated above; 

(ii) your bluebooks with your personal identification number and examination serial 
number written on the cover of each bluebook, or your typed answer with 
personal identification number and examination serial number typed in a prominent 
place on the first page of the typed answer; and 

(iii) ALL scratch paper that you have used. 

Scratch paper will neither be read nor graded.  Nevertheless, you must turn in ALL of your 
scratch paper at the completion of the exam.  You MAY NOT leave the exam room with any scratch 
paper that you used.  You may mark on the examination itself. 

I will provide 8.5 x 11 inch envelopes for exam takers.  Use the envelope to turn in ALL your 
materials, including all of the examination, your answer, and any scratch paper. 

a. Those Hand-Writing their Answer 

Assemble your materials for collection by ordering your bluebooks sequentially, then place all 
scrap paper or other materials and the examination beneath the bluebooks.  Place this stack inside the 
8.5 x 11 inch envelope.  Close the envelope with the metal clasp, but do not wet the adhesive.  Write your 
personal identification number on the outside of the 8.5 x 11 inch envelope. 

b. Those Typing their Answer 

Place all scrap paper, the examination, and the floppy disk inside the 8.5 x 11 inch envelope.  
Close the envelope with the metal clasp, but do not wet the adhesive.  Write your personal identification 
number on the outside of the 8.5 x 11 inch envelope. 

c. I Perform a Post-Exam Inventory of the 8.5 x 11 Inch Envelope’s Contents 

As soon as practically possible after collecting the examinations, I cause administrative assistants 
to perform an extensive inventory process to ensure that all original examinations have been returned.  If 
you discover that you have inadvertently kept some materials contrary to these instructions, get in touch 
with my administrative assistant immediately.  Do not contact me personality because that creates the 
possibility of you losing your anonymity. 

On the flip side, if in the inventory process we discover that a particular exam taker did not turn in 
the examination or some portion of it, this creates a potentially grave situation, especially if we cannot 
communicate with you to inquire about the situation.  My administrative assistant would attempt to get in 
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touch with you in this instance.  Thus, it is important to pay attention to your regular communication 
channels even though you may be undertaking other exam preparation. 

8. Restroom 

You may leave the exam room to visit the restroom.  If you leave the exam room, you must leave 
your examination, any scrap paper, and your bluebooks with the proctor.  If the proctor is not present, you 
must leave your examination, any scrap paper, and your bluebooks on the desk at the front of the room.  
You may not discuss the examination with anyone or consult any materials while you are out of the exam 
room. 

If you leave the exam room, you must exercise a very high standard of care in exiting and entering 
the room in order to minimize disruption and noise that will distract other students. 

9. Makeup Exams 

Because certain members of the class may be taking a makeup exam, it is a violation of the 
Honor Code to discuss this examination with any class member who has not yet taken it.  Do not 
discuss this examination with any students not in this class until after the makeup exam period is over.  Do 
not discuss this examination with any student in the class without first asking such student whether he or 
she has taken the exam.  Abide by the Honor Code in this and in all other particulars. 

10. Compliance 

Failure to follow any of the directions provided with this examination will result in such penalty as I 
deem appropriate to the nature and degree of the violation.  The spirit of these instructions will be 
enforced as well as their letter. 

11. Pledge 

In placing your personal identification number on your bluebook covers or typed answer, 
and on the examination pages, and by writing and turning in an answer to this examination, you 
are pledging that you have not received or given any unauthorized aid in preparing for or taking 
this examination or violated any of the instructions given here.  Such behavior is grounds for the 
imposition of a variety of sanctions, including expulsion from law school. 
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B. Instructions Generally Applicable to Writing Answers for My Examinations 

1. Materials Needed 

To take this examination, you may/will need a copy of the assigned casebook and any supplement.  
Bluebook exam takers will also need a pen and bluebooks.   

Computer software typing exam takers should also have bluebooks and writing instruments as a 
backup mechanism in the case of technical difficulty. 

2. Applicable Law 

The law applicable to this examination is the law covered in this class from:  the assigned reading 
from the casebook and any assigned supplement, and additional law (if any) provided in the class 
overheads (collectively, the “Materials”).  In my upper level Intellectual Property classes the Materials 
also include the primary statutory, regulatory, or treaty-based provisions relating to the assigned reading 
materials.  Be sure to answer all questions on the basis of the law provided in the Materials. 

There are some situations where the Materials provide alternative rules or tests for resolving a 
specific legal issue.  In these instances, the “majority” rule is the rule or test relied on by the majority in a 
primary case in the casebook/supplement.  Any other different tests or rules, (which could be multiple) 
whether mentioned by the majority opinion, offered in a dissent, described in the notes to the case, or given 
in the overheads, are alternative or “minority” rules.  This instruction does not necessarily mean that issues 
exist in this examination requiring the application of alternative or minority rules.  And, it may or may not 
be necessary to analyze any or all such alternative or minority rules depending on the specific examination 
instructions and/or the facts provided. 

 


