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1. Overview and Course Objectives 
 

This course aims to provide you with a working knowledge of the Federal Rules of 
Evidence as well as the Texas Rules of Evidence. Texas, like most states, has adopted a set of 
evidence rules based on the federal rules, so we will refer to the Texas rules only when they 
differ significantly from the federal rules. 

 
The rules of evidence govern the introduction of all types of evidence (e.g., testimonial, 

tangible, documentary, photographic, demonstrative, or scientific). To fully comprehend the 
rules as applied during a trial it is essential to study them in the context of litigation. We will 
therefore study the application of the rules through a series of problems interspersed throughout 
the course. These problems call on you to play the role of an attorney who is handling an 
evidentiary issue in court. You may be required to lay the foundation for admission of evidence 
or to object to the attempt to admit evidence by opposing counsel. You may also be asked to 
offer direct- or cross-examination of a witness or to object to such testimony. 
2. Course Materials 
 
There are two required textbooks for this class: 
 

• Peter Nicolas, Evidence: A Problem-Based and Comparative Approach (4th edition) 
(Carolina Academic Press 2018), ISBN: 978-1-5310-0403-3; and 
 

• Steven Goode and Olin Guy Wellborn III, Courtroom Evidence Handbook (2019-2020 
Student Edition) (West Publishing 2019), ISBN: 978-1-6424-2773-8. 

 
I will post additional course materials on a TWEN course webpage.  The URL is 
http://lawschool.westlaw.com/twen/ and you need your Westlaw password to access the 
webpage.  Sign on to TWEN and add course webpage Evidence Spring 2020 – Gomez.   
 
There are many helpful additional materials available out there on the subject of Evidence. None 
of these other materials is required, but you might find them helpful for explaining difficult 
concepts or for practice on multiple choice questions.  These include the Q&A series on 
Evidence (available on the LexisNexis store online), the Examples & Explanations series on 
Evidence, as well as Goode’s Sum and Substance Audio on Evidence (5th Downloadable Audio 
Format).  In addition, the library has a subscription to exercises available on CALI. 
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3. Preparing for Class 
 
Evidence is a dense subject that is heavily tested on the Bar exam, for which you will not 

be able to use outside materials, including the Rules.  I therefore recommend that you prepare 
well for class to save yourself time at the end of the semester, as the Final Exam will be closed-
book as well.   

 
You are expected to be prepared to discuss the material that I assign for each day of class. 

I will call on you at random. You should carefully read the evidence rules, as well as the cases in 
the book. In class, we will discuss the application of the rules to the various problems in the book 
assigned in the syllabus. I will assign and provide you with the Texas rules when they vary 
significantly from the federal rules.   

 
If you will not be prepared for class, I ask that you let me know by email before class. 
 

4. Grading 
 
Graded Assignments: 
 
The grade in this class has three elements:  
 

(a) Professionalism — 5% 
(b) Quizzes — 15% 
(c) Final Exam — 80% 

 
Professionalism includes attendance and preparedness for class, as well as the satisfactory 
completion of all ungraded exercises that I may assign for completion during or after class. 
Ungraded assignments are mandatory, and thus failure to complete any of them may result in 
your not passing this course. This portion of your grade is not anonymous. 
 
Quizzes will be given during class two to three times during the semester to assess your grasp of 
various topics as the course proceeds.  Quizzes will be multiple-choice, short answer, and/or 
essay, and are subject to UHLC’s anonymous grading policy. 
 
The Final Exam will be given in accordance with the UHLC spring exam schedule. The Final 
Exam is multiple-choice and is a cumulative assessment of your knowledge of the course 
material. 
 
UHLC uses an anonymous grading system to ensure fairness in grading.  Your name should not 
appear anywhere on the graded quizzes or the final exam.  You should not give me your exam 
number, and you should take care to avoid providing information on graded assignments that 
may identify you. 
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Curve and Honor Code: 
 
This course is subject to a mandatory grading curve.  The class average must be between 2.9 and 
3.1. 
 
The UHLC Honor Code applies to this class.  http://www.law.uh.edu/student/HONOR-CODE-
AND-PROCEDURES.pdf.  Students are responsible for knowing its provisions and complying 
with them.  Please direct any questions regarding the Honor Code’s applications to specific 
activities to me. 
 
5. Class Meetings and Office Hours 
 
Class meets twice each week, on Tuesdays and Thursdays from 9:00 am until 10:30 am.  The 
classroom has not yet been assigned for the class but will be announced soon.  Any changes to 
the regularly scheduled meeting time and location will be announced via email and/or in class. 
 
My office hours are TBD for Spring 2020.  If you would like to meet outside office hours, please 
email me anytime. 
 
6. Laptops and Electronic Devices 
 
Laptops are permitted in class for note-taking, but it is my strong preference that you avoid the 
use of computers or tablets during class, as it facilitates learning and reduces distraction.  Make 
sure to have pen and paper available for each class for note-taking. The PowerPoints from each 
class will be posted to TWEN, so your note-taking can be minimized. 
 
Consistent with UHLC’s computer use policy, improper use of a computer during class 
(including, but not limited to, composing, sending, or reading emails; instant messaging; 
searching or browsing the Internet; playing games; and/or viewing movies) may result in 
dismissal from the class session or a reduction in your final grade.  
http://www.law.uh.edu/jd/current/handbook.pdf.   
 
Unless you are instructed otherwise, please turn off cell phones and similar devices. 
 
7. Accessibility and Accommodations 
 
UHLC is committed to ensuring that all students enjoy equal access and full participation.   
If you anticipate or experience barriers based on a disability (including any chronic or temporary 
medical or mental health condition), feel free to reach out to me so that we can discuss 
options.  If you require any support services, you may contact Samantha Ary, Academic Records 
Coordinator.  Ms. Ary’s office is in the Office of Student Services suite, and she can be reached 
at sary@central.uh.edu or 713-743-7466.  Requests for accommodation that involve graded 
assignments must be directed to Ms. Ary and should be made as soon as possible to allow 
adequate time to process the request. 
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If you observe religious or cultural holidays that coincide with class meetings, please let me 
know as far in advance as possible, so that I can ensure that the class is recorded. 
 
8. Chosen Names and Preferred Pronouns 
 
I want to address each of you in a manner that corresponds to your identity.  Although mistakes 
happen, chosen names and preferred pronouns—including non-binary ones such as they / them / 
their—must be respected in my classroom.  Feel free to reach out to me at any time if you want 
to make me aware of your chosen name or preferred pronoun, or if you have concerns about how 
your classmates or I address you. 
 

9. Counseling and Psychological Services 
 
Counseling and psychological services (CAPS) is available to help students who are having 
difficulties managing stress, adjusting to the demands of a professional program, or feeling sad 
and hopeless.  www.uh.edu/caps.  You can reach CAPS by calling 713-743-5454 during and 
after business hours for routine appointments or if you or someone you know is in crisis.  No 
appointment is needed for the “Let’s Talk” program, a drop-in consultation service held at 
convenient locations and hours around campus.  http://www.uh.edu/caps/outreach/lets_talk.html.  
 
The Texas Lawyers’ Assistance Program (TLAP) also supports law students who are dealing 
with stress, anxiety, depression, substance abuse, and other mental health problems.  You can 
reach TLAP at any time at 1-800-343-8527.  TLAP’s website includes a page with links to 
sources about mental health that are of interest to law students: https://www.tlaphelps.org/law-
students. 
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