
TAX POLICY SEMINAR 
Mark Hoose 

Adjunct Professor of Law 
Mshoose1@gmail.com 

626-319-0714 
Classroom: TBA 

Thursday, 7:00-9:00 p.m. 
 
I.  Purpose of Course. 
 

This seminar is designed (i) to introduce students to recurring themes of tax policy; and (ii) to 
develop students' ability to analyze and discuss the tax policy implications of existing and proposed laws.  
 
II.  Topics to Be Discussed in this Course, Reading Assignments Corresponding thereto, and 

Dates thereof (Subject to Revision by the Professor).  
 
DATE   TOPICS     READING ASSIGNMENT1 
 
1/22   Criteria of Tax Policy    Sneed 

 
1/29   Current Budget and Taxation Realities  Supplemental Materials 
 
2/5   Determining the Tax Base:   Andrews ’74 
   Income versus Consumption 
 
2/12   Progressivity and the Tax Base   Bankman & Griffith ’87 & ‘92 
 
2/19   Tax Expenditures and the Comprehensive Surrey; Bittker 
    Income Tax Base 

 
2/26   Defining Income    Andrews ’72; Shaviro 
 

1 All reading assignments in this schedule refer to the articles listed in the Bibliography section of this 
syllabus (identified herein by reference to their author(s) and date, if necessary) and supplemental materials 
identified by topic. 

3/5   Taxes and the Time Value of Money  Halperin 
 
3/12   The Taxation of Capital Gains and Losses Cunningham & Schenk 
 
3/26   The Taxation of Wealth Transfers  McCaffery 
 
4/2   Rationales for Tax Exemption of Charities Colombo 
 
4/9   Evaluating the Value-Added Tax  Toder & Rosenberg 
 
4/16   Corporate & International Issues  Supplemental Materials 
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4/23   Evaluating Current Reform Proposals  Supplemental Materials 
 

4/30   Student Presentations 
 

 
III.  Required Materials. 
 
 All articles listed in the Bibliography (see section X of this syllabus) plus supplemental 
materials provided in class from time to time.   

 
IV.  Reading Assignments. 
 

Students must read the assigned articles and supplemental materials as indicated in this 
syllabus.   Each reading assignment must be completed by the date corresponding to the assignment in 
this syllabus.  Students are also responsible for reading all additional photocopied and electronic 
materials provided by the professor. 
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V.  Class Participation. 
 

Students must participate sufficiently and professionally in class discussion (as determined by 
the professor) in order to pass this seminar.   Sufficient participation requires responding to the 
professor’s questions, asking questions and making comments at the appropriate time allotted in 
connection with student presentations, and making the oral presentation of the student’s paper.    Each 
student shall select the date of such student’s oral presentation by signing his or her name in the blank 
corresponding to that date on a sheet to be circulated later in the semester.  

 
The professionalism expected of students includes (1) respect for every class member at all 

times; (2) advance, diligent preparation for every class unless you notify me in advance of why 
you will not be prepared adequately; (3) attendance of all classes unless you have a reasonable 
justification (within the meaning of the following paragraph) for your absence; and (4) seriously 
striving to learn the material as it is presented in class, even if that requires you to schedule office 
visits with the professor and/or participate in a study group. 

 
“Reasonable justification” for missing classes DOES NOT include the following: (1) a 

conflict with another course that requires you to meet during the regularly scheduled meeting time 
for this course; (2) your desire or perceived need to spend time on an assignment or task for another 
course, an employer, or a student organization (including a journal); and (3) your preference to be 
somewhere else for some other non-compelling reason.  “Reasonable justification” for missing 
classes DOES include the following: (1) a personal or family emergency directly related to health 
care needs, child care needs, transportation needs, safety, or serious problems arising from natural 
disasters; (2) the need to attend a funeral; (3) unusual traffic delays; and (4) other exceptional 
circumstances that, in the judgment of the professor, justify your absence.  If you anticipate that an 
employer or other professor should be informed of this attendance policy, it is your 
responsibility to so inform him or her promptly. 

 
Even if a student has reasonable justification for missing classes for purposes of this 

attendance policy, he or she must still comply with the general attendance policy of the 
University of Houston. 

 
 
VI.  Evaluation. 
 

Assuming a student has met the requirements for sufficient and professional class 
participation, the student’s grade will be based upon the student’s paper submitted for credit in this 
seminar (hereinafter the “seminar paper”). 
 
VII.  Seminar Paper. 
 

A.  In General. 
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The seminar paper must conform to the University of Houston Law Center’s guidelines for 
papers submitted for writing credit.  Any student enrolled in an LL.M. program who wishes to obtain 
thesis credit for the seminar paper must obtain all necessary written approvals (on the required form 
and by the prescribed deadline) and must ensure that the paper conforms to the University of Houston 
Law Center’s guidelines for papers submitted for thesis credit. 
 

B.  Approval of Topic. 
 

The topic of the seminar paper must be approved in advance by the professor.  The topics 
must be selected by the student and approved by the professor by no later than Wednesday, February 
1, 2014.  Conflicts among students desiring to write on the same topic will be resolved in favor of the 
student first expressing the desire to write on such topic to the professor. 
 

C.  Submission of Initial Draft. 
 

Each student shall submit a draft of his or her seminar paper to the professor at the 
beginning of class on Thursday, March 26, 2014.  The draft should be as complete as possible, 
although detailed footnotes need not be provided until the final draft is submitted.  Failure to submit a 
reasonably complete draft not only decreases the degree of feedback that the student can receive from 
the professor, but also may result in a lower final grade for the student for the seminar. 
 

D.  Submission of Final Draft. 
 

All seminar papers must be delivered to the professor (or his secretary) in person by no 
later than 12:00 p.m. on Friday, May 1, 2014.  Failure to submit the seminar paper on time is 
grounds for a reduction in the student’s grade for the seminar. 
 
VIII.  Office Hours. 
 

Unless otherwise announced periodically in class, there will be no formal office hours.  
However, the Professor can be contacted at mshoose1@gmail.com or 626-319-0714 and would be 
happy to arrange meetings with students as needed. 
 
IX.  Student Handbook and Compliance with Honor Code. 
 

Each student is responsible for complying with the requirements governing students in the 
University of Houston Law Center’s student handbook.  With respect to the attendance policy, each 
student must record his or her class attendance and report to the professor concerning the same.  
 
X.  Bibliography. 
 

A. Major Articles and Reports (in order of topics to be discussed). 
 

1. Joseph T. Sneed, The Criteria of Federal Income Tax Policy, 17 Stan. L. Rev. 567 (1965). 
2. William D. Andrews, A Consumption-Type or Cash Flow Personal Income Tax, 87 Harv. 

L. Rev. 1113 (1974). 
3. Joseph Bankman & Thomas Griffith, Is the Debate Between an Income Tax and a 

Consumption Tax a Debate About Risk? Does It Matter?, 47 Tax. L. Rev. 377 (1992). 

 
 4 

mailto:mshoose1@gmail.com


4. Joseph Bankman & Thomas Griffith, Social Welfare and the Rate Structure: A New Look 
at Progressive Taxation, 75 Cal. L. Rev. 1905 (1987). 

5. Stanley S. Surrey, Tax Incentives as a Device for Implementing Government Policy: A 
Comparison with Direct Government Expenditures, 83 Harv. L. Rev. 705 (1970). 

6. Boris I. Bittker, A “Comprehensive Tax Base” as a Goal of Income Tax Reform, 80 Harv. 
L. Rev. 925 (1967). 

7. William D. Andrews, Personal Deductions in an Ideal Income Tax, 86 Harv. L. Rev. 309 
(1972).  

8. Daniel Shaviro, The Man Who Lost Too Much: Zarin v. Commissioner and the 
Measurement of Taxable Consumption, 45 Tax L. Rev. 215 (1990).  

9. Daniel I. Halperin, Interest in Disguise: Taxing the “Time Value of Money,” 95 Yale L. J. 
506 (1986). 

10. Noel B. Cunningham & Deborah H. Schenk, The Case for a Capital Gains Preference, 
48 Tax L. Rev. 319 (1993). 

11. Edward J. McCaffery, The Uneasy Case for Wealth Transfer Taxation, 104 Yale L. J. 283 
(1994). 

12. John D. Colombo, Why Is Harvard Tax-Exempt? (And other Mysteries of Tax Exemption 
for Private Educational Institutions), 35 Ariz. L. Rev. 841 (1993). 

13. Eric Toder & Joseph Rosenberg, Effects of Imposing a Value-Added Tax to Replace 
Payroll Taxes or Corporate Taxes (2010 Report of the Tax Policy Center of the Urban 
Institute and Brookings Institution) 
 

B. Supplemental Materials. 
 
Other works will also be assigned from time to time. 
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