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Syllabus for SEM:  Advanced Torts 
Professor Meredith J. Duncan 

Spring 2013 
TTh 10:30 to 11:45 a.m. 

mduncan@uh.edu 
www.law.uh.edu/faculty/mduncan 

Room 119 TU2 
 
I. Course Description:   

 
This seminar provides an opportunity for exploration of tort actions where 

lawyers are litigants. 
 
II. Required Materials:   
 

A. Eugene Volokh, ACADEMIC LEGAL WRITING:  LAW REVIEW ARTICLES, STUDENT 

NOTES, SEMINAR PAPERS, AND GETTING ON LAW REVIEW (2005); 
B. THE BLUEBOOK:  A UNIFORM SYSTEM OF CITATION (most recent edition). 

 
III. Suggested Materials: 
 

MANUAL ON USAGE & STYLE by the Texas Law Review. 
 
IV. Instructor Information: 
 
 My office is located at 230 BLB.  My office phone number is 713-743-2019, 
and I can most easily be reached via e/mail at mduncan@uh.edu.   
 
V. Documents available from my webpage:  
 

A. Schedule of Class Meetings, Reading Assignments, and Deadlines 
B. Weekly assigned materials for class discussion 
C. Statement on Plagiarism 

 
VI. Attendance:  

 
 The Law Center’s attendance policy requires that students attend at least 
eighty percent of the class sessions that meet.  Because we are a small group, we 
benefit when everyone is present.  Please make every effort to attend every session.  
Students who fail to comply with this policy will be dropped from the seminar. 
 
VII. Class Meetings and Specifics:  
 
Class Discussions – A seminar provides a unique opportunity to study and discuss 
challenging and thought-provoking material.  This seminar’s success is largely 
dependent upon your preparation and participation.  All members of the seminar 
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are required to read and be prepared to discuss the assigned materials and 
participate fully in the class discussion. 
 
Co-Teaching – During the first part of the semester, two or three students will lead 
the class discussion during each class meeting.  Every student is required to co-
teach one or two class meetings this semester, depending on class enrollment 
numbers.  Your co-teaching efforts as well as class participation throughout the 
semester will comprise 10% of your final grade.  
 
Computer Policy – The use of computers or other electronic note-taking devices 
during class time is prohibited.  
 
VIII. Assignment Information: 
 
Deadlines – In order to provide you with helpful feedback regarding the scope of 
your research and shaping of your topic, I must adhere to a fairly rigid schedule.  
Therefore, I ask that you be particularly careful to turn assignments in on time.  The 
schedule of the various deadlines for this seminar is attached.  Failure to submit 
assignments on time will be taken into account in determining your grade for that 
particular assignment. 
 
Assignments To Be Submitted to Me via e/mail in Word format – All 
assignments are to be submitted to me via e/mail in Word format.  You are to have 
Word’s track changes function enabled as you write your paper.  It is my intention to 
provide feedback to you by using Word’s Track Changes Function.  Submitting your 
assignments to me in Word will facilitate my efforts to provide you with useful and 
efficient feedback. 
 
Picking a Topic For Your Paper – You may write about any subject relating the law 
of torts, subject to my approval.  I strongly encourage you initially to pick two topics 
that interest you at the beginning of the semester.  You will only write a paper on 
one topic, but in my experience, it is useful for students to start out with two topics 
in mind in the event that the first topic does not work out for whatever reason.  I am 
happy to help you develop a topic if you are having difficulty.  We will also discuss as 
a class each class member’s paper topic toward the beginning of the semester.   
 
Thesis Statement and Bibliography – Early in the semester, you are required to 
turn in a thesis statement and bibliography of your topic.  Doing so will help you 
prepare the context of your paper and organize your research and writing.  The 
more thought you can give to this assignment, the more likely it is that your 
research and writing will proceed smoothly.   
 

Your thesis and bibliography will comprise 10% of your final grade.  Your 
thesis statement is simply a statement of what you think you will conclude and why.  
You should aim to confine your thesis to three sentences.  
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Your bibliography should be a simple list of cases and a list of law review 
articles.  As it will be more helpful to you in the long run if you incorporate your 
research into an outline, your bibliography should be organized in outline form. 
 
Introduction and Outline – Early in the semester, you are required to turn a draft 
of the introduction and an outline of your paper.  The introduction should be at least 
two paragraphs long and must provide a roadmap to your paper based on the 
outline of your paper.  This assignment will comprise 10% of your final grade. 
 
First Draft – The Law Center requires all seminar students to submit at least one 
draft of the seminar paper.  Failure to prepare a draft paper will result in a failing 
grade.  The first draft of your paper must be at least ten (10) pages long and be at 
least partially footnoted.  The first draft of your paper will comprise 10% of your 
final grade.   
 
Pecha Kucha Presentation of Your Topic – During the latter part of the semester, 
you are required to make an oral presentation of your topic to the class in Pecha 
Kucha format.  A draft of your seminar paper must be distributed to your class 
members and me by e/mail or other method no later than the close of business on 
the Friday preceding the scheduled oral presentation of your paper.  Failure to 
circulate the paper in a timely fashion will result in a lowering of this component of 
your grade. 
 
Critiques of Drafts – All students not presenting on a particular week will be 
required to prepare a written critique of the distributed drafts of papers that their 
colleagues will be presenting orally to the class.  All critiques must be at least one 
page in length (double-spaced) and must be presented to the speaker during the 
class in which the topic is presented.  You must bring two hardcopies of the critique 
to class:  one copy will be presented to the person presenting his or her topic and 
another copy will be turned in to me at that time.  Your critiques of your colleagues’ 
drafts will comprise 10% of your final grade. 
 
Final Papers – The Law Center requires a three-credit seminar paper to be at least 
forty (40) pages, exclusive of footnotes.  All papers must be typewritten, double-
spaced, and set in a font size comparable to Times Roman 12.  All papers must be 
thoroughly researched, blue-booked, and spell-checked.  I expect you to write well, 
and I will deduct points for errors in syntax, spelling, and grammar.   
 

The paper must be an original work, grounded in thorough legal research.  
The paper may not previously have been submitted to any other instructor in 
connection with any other course at the Law Center or elsewhere, and the research 
may not have been done in whole or in substantial part in connection with a 
student’s outside employment or work on a law journal.  
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Final papers must be e/mailed to me in Word format no later than 5:00 p.m. 
on May 10, 2013.  Late papers will not be accepted, and failure to turn in a final 
paper will result in a failing grade for the seminar. 
 
IX. Professionalism:   
 

Your participation in this seminar requires that you make a professional 
effort.  Making a professional effort requires that you submit all assignments in a 
timely fashion and that you make a good faith effort throughout the seminar.  For 
instance, not showing up for an appointment with me or submitting a draft that has 
not been spell-checked is not considered professional behavior.  If you unexpectedly 
encounter difficulty in completing an assignment in a timely fashion, a professional 
effort also requires that you communicate your difficulty to me as soon as possible. 
 
X. Final Grade:   
 

Your final grade for the seminar will be calculated as follows: 
 

A. Thesis and Bibliography – 10% 
B. Introduction – 10% 
C. First Draft – 10% 
D. Class Participation (co-teaching and class discussions) – 10% 
E. Pecha Kucha Presentation of Your Topic – 10% 
F. Critiques – 10% 
G. Final Paper – 40% 

 
Failure to turn in your final paper before the deadline will result in a failing 

grade for the course. 
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