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Course Description: This is a specialized course on research skills specific to law
practice in the fields of environmental, energy, and natural resources (EENR) law. It
will focus on federal and state primary legal materials related to EENR, including
relevant statutes, regulations, agency guidance and decisions, case law, and data sets.
Secondary sources such as treatises and practice guides specific to EENR will also be
discussed. Both print and electronic resources related to EENR research will be
covered.
Required Text: There is no required text.
Course Time: We will meet on Mondays from 4:00 pm to 4:50 pm
Office Hours: By appointment. You are required to register for the course TWEN
page.
Attendance: Class attendance is mandatory and will be recorded for each class
meeting. It is your responsibility to sign the attendance sheet for each class. Signing
another student’s name to the attendance sheet is not allowed. Excused absences
should be arranged prior to class whenever possible. Failure to arrange for an excused
absence may result in an unexcused absence and a deduction in class attendance and
participations
Outcomes: At the ends of this semester you should
• Understand the primary sources of primary law for EENR topics, and be
proficient in their use.
• Develop methods for when and how to use secondary sources and practice
materials when researching EENR topics.
• Identify relevant issues and develop effective, efficient, and cost-effective
research strategies to explore the issues identified; and
• Gain confidence in your ability to research any EENR topic and the ability to
self-determine when the research is correct and complete.

Course grades are determined by performance on the following:
-

Short research exercises (2 total)
Midterm Project (take home)
Final Project (take home)
Class attendance and participation**

10%
35%
45%
10%

**Class participation may include but is not limited to: participating in class
discussion, asking/answering questions, participation in in-class quizzes or exercise,
and meeting with the instructor outside of class. Points for participation may be
deducted for: unexcused absences, use of cell phone, talking with classmates during
lecture, and non-class use of your computer.
All course assignments will be submitted via TWEN and all participants must register
for the course page on TWEN.
Late Work: You are expected to turn in graded assignments by the date and time
designated on the course schedule. Deadlines will be strictly enforced. It is your
responsibility to communicate any emergencies that may affect your ability to timely
submit assignments.
Group Work/Collaboration: Unless specifically designated as collaborative work, all
graded assignments must be your work only. No collaboration is allowed. Copying
answers or providing answers to copy will be reported to the Honor Board and will
result in a score of zero on the assignment in question for all involved. All quoted
material must be in quotations and properly cited.
Computer Policy: In-class exercises will required each student to have their own
computer that can connect to the law school’s wireless network. After the first course
meeting, all participants must have registered and accessible accounts for Westlaw,
Lexis, and Bloomberg. If you do not have a computer, please let me know so I can
assist in making arrangements for you.
Counseling and Psychological Services: Counseling and Psychological Services
(CAPS) can help students who are having difficulties managing stress, adjusting to the
demands of a professional program, or feeling sad and hopeless. You can reach CAPS
(www.uh.edu/caps) by calling 713-743- 5454 during and after business hours for
routine appointments or if you or someone you know is in crisis. No appointment is
necessary for the “Let's Talk” program, a drop-in consultation service at convenient
locations and hours around campus. http://www.uh.edu/caps/outreach/lets_talk.html.

