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I. Introduction 
 
 Welcome to Genetics & the Law! This semester, we will discuss a number of areas in 
which genetic technology intersects with the law.  Specifically, the course will cover how genetic 
science relates to: 

(1) Patent Law 
(2) Public Health Law 
(3) Criminal Law 
(4) Family Law 
(5) Privacy Law 
(6) Immigration Law 
(7) Antidiscrimination Law 

 
I’m very excited to be your professor this term.  As I want the class to be as engaging and as 
useful as possible, I encourage questions and welcome feedback.  Please feel free to contact me 
with questions regarding the readings, your assignments, or just the course in general.  I look 
forward to spending the semester with you! 
 
 
II. Logistics 
 
Required Text 
 LORI B. ANDREWS et al., GENETICS: ETHICS, LAW AND POLICY (3d ed. 2010) (abbreviated 
“CB” in reading assignments).1 
 
Class Hours 
 We will meet Tuesdays and Thursdays, from 10:30 AM-11:50 AM, in Room [TBA]. 
 
Office Hours 

I will hold office hours in my office on Mondays from 10:00 AM-11:30 AM and by 
appointment.  You may also email me your questions. 
 
 

1 All additional reading assignments will be posted on Blackboard. 
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Course Policies 
 
Accommodation: 
 If you have a disability and require an accommodation, I encourage you to contact the 
Center for Students with Disabilities and to forward the Center all required documentation if 
you’ve not done so already.  I encourage you to speak to me as well.  All students should let me 
know what I can do to maximize your learning potential, participation, and general access during 
this course.  I want to make the course material accessible, and I want you to succeed as a 
student.  If any aspects of the course or the assignments pose accessibility problems, we can 
discuss alternatives. 
 
Attendance: 
 You are expected to attend all class sessions.  Please see “Attendance and Preparedness” 
under the “Course Requirements” section.  I will circulate a sign-in sheet every class.  It is your 
responsibility to sign in.  Falsifying attendance violates the Law Center’s Honor Code and is, 
therefore, grounds for disciplinary action. 
 
Seating Assignments: 
 After the first week of class, I will create a seating chart.  You must sit in your assigned 
seat the remainder of the semester. 
 
Course Website: 
 Please check Blackboard regularly for any updates related to our class.  You can log on 
through the UH website (http://www.uh.edu/blackboard/). 
 
 
III. Course Requirements 
 

This course has four key requirements: (1) preparing for and attending class sessions; 
(2) participating in at least [number TBA based on class size] discussion panels; (3) three brief 
response papers (graded for completion); and (4) a take-home exam.  Failing to complete any of 
these four requirements will make you ineligible for an A in the course and could otherwise 
result in a further reduction in your grade. 

(1) Attendance and Preparedness.  You are expected to arrive on time and prepared for 
all of our class sessions.  Pursuant to the Law Center’s policy, you must attend at 
least 80% of all class meetings; however, you should strive to attend 100%.  In other 
words, you can miss no more than five classes.  Missing more than five classes will 
result in your being dropped from the course. 
 

(2) Class Participation. To facilitate our class discussion, we will use discussion panels 
in lieu of an on-call system.2  You must sign up for at least [TBA] discussion panels. 

2 By allowing you to choose when you are on-call, you can select topics that are of particular interest to you, as well 
as the timing that best suits your needs.  For example, those of you who do not like speaking in class might choose 
to schedule your discussion panels for earlier in the semester to get them out of the way.  Please choose your panels 
carefully because once the panels are set, they cannot be changed. 
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You will sign up for your panels using an on-line tool called “Sign Up Genius.”  
After you enroll in the class, you should receive an email invitation to sign up.  The 
course sign-up is available at [insert website].   Please let me know if you don’t have 
access.  If you do not sign up for the required number of panels by Friday, 
September 5, I will randomly assign you to under-enrolled panels.  On the days of 
your panels, you should have prepared extensively for class and should expect to be 
called on.  I will email the class a list of the panel members and a series of four to six 
discussion questions the day before our class meeting.  Members of the discussion 
panel will be my “go-to” people for that day; however, I reserve the right to call on 
any member of the class.  Students with outstanding participation will be eligible for 
an upward adjustment of a partial letter grade (e.g., from a B to a B+, or from a B+ to 
an A-). 
 

(3) Brief Responses.  You will write three brief responses of one to two pages, due at 
five-week intervals throughout the semester.  (Please consult the syllabus for specific 
dates.)  Each response should relate to one of the topics discussed in the preceding 
five weeks of class.  While you should indicate when you reference the ideas of 
others by including author names and source titles, you do not need to footnote or 
bluebook these papers.  Please bring a hard copy of your response with you to class 
the day it is due.  Failure to turn in one of the three brief responses will result in a 
reduction of a partial letter grade (e.g., from a B to a B-, or from an A- to a B+).3  I 
will not accept late work, so if you have to miss class, please make other 
arrangements for turning in your response to ensure you receive credit.  The brief 
responses should build off the reading and/or class discussion.  A good response will 
raise a new insight or point out a complication in the law that warrants further 
inquiry.  As with class participation, students who write outstanding brief responses 
will be eligible for an upward adjustment of a partial letter grade (e.g., from a B to a 
B+, or from a B+ to an A-). 
 

(4) Take-Home Exam.  Finally, you will complete a take-home exam, distributed on our 
last day of class and due to the Law Library by 5:00 PM [TBA].  The exam will 
consist of a brief section of multiple choice and/or true-false-explain questions (or a 
combination of the two) and three brief essays.  (Given the diversity of the subject 
matter we cover, I will give you five prompts from which to choose.)  Please use 
your exam number and not your name.  During the exam you may consult three 
things: (1) your casebook, (2) any additional course reading, and (3) your outline and 
notes.  Please do not do outside research.  Collaboration is strictly forbidden and will 
result in disciplinary action.  More details regarding the exam format and content will 
be discussed as the exam date approaches.  

3 The brief responses are graded for completion, not for substance.  However, if you turn in a brief response on time 
that fails to qualify for the completion credit, I will give you the opportunity to revise it. 
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IV. Course Reading 
 
**I will finalize the dates for our reading and assignment deadlines in early August. 
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