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COURSE DESCRIPTION 

Environmental Law is a sweeping survey course that will cover the historical 

common law roots and the complex set of statutes and regulations governing the 

environmental regulatory landscape today. 

 

The course will provide you with a broad-based knowledge of the pivotal 

environmental laws, regulations, case law, and policies; as well as some of the 

emerging topics in the area.  This course will endeavor to give you a practical 

sense of the key skills and tools that are needed in the practice of environmental 

law including exposing the student to related scientific and engineering concepts; 

and applications of the statutes to real-life cases and enforcement situations.  The 

course will also cover recurring administrative law issues and processes that 

underlie the field of environmental law.  This course will use a combination of 

lectures (including the opportunity to meet with and hear from guest lecturers 

prominent in the environmental field), class discussions, and case studies. 

   

COURSE MATERIALS 

We will use the following course book: 

R. Percival et al, Environmental Regulation: Law, Science, and Policy (6th ed. 

2009) 

You will not need the statutory and case supplement because I will provide links or 

copies of background materials or new cases. This text is also available in 

electronic SmartBook format for a slightly lower price. You can find out more 

information on the electronic text at: 

www.aspenlaw.com/product.asp?catalog_name=LegalEd&product_id=145480644
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In addition, you can check out the following book in the reference section of the 

http://www.aspenlaw.com/product.asp?catalog_name=LegalEd&product_id=1454806443
http://www.aspenlaw.com/product.asp?catalog_name=LegalEd&product_id=1454806443


library.  It is a good overview of basic environmental law concepts that might help 

clarify some of the readings in the Percival coursebook: 

J. Salzman and B. Thompson, Jr., Environmental Law and Policy (3d ed. 2010) 

We will also use class handouts and supplemental materials as needed which I will 

distribute them in class and/or are available online.  We will also have guest 

lecturers prominent in their field for certain segments. 

ASSIGNMENTS 

Our class reading assignments will follow the course syllabus listing. Of course, 

you should read each day's assigned materials in advance and be prepared to 

discuss them in class. If we need to adjust the reading assignments, I will be sure to 

announce the changes in class and/or the electronic blackboard and make them 

available as quickly as possible.    

ATTENDANCE 

Pursuant to the Law Center's policies and ABA requirements, you will need to 

attend at least 80% of the classes to receive credit for this class.  I will check 

attendance and relying on the honor system, you will have to verify on your final 

examination that you have complied with the Law Center's rules and attended at 

least 80% of class sessions.    

We will also meet from 7:30 to 8:50 pm Mondays and Wednesdays and the 

additional 5 minutes over the semester will add up to one make-up class.  If there is 

a reason to cancel one class unexpectedly, we will not need to make-up a class.  If 

there are any additional cancellations due to inclement weather or other reasons, I 

will reschedule a make-up class as soon as possible. According to the Law Center's 

policy, we will likely hold the make-up class on a Friday. 

CLASS PARTICIPATION 

Please be prepared to discuss the readings assigned for that day. I will call on 

students by row, and will expect that you have completed the assigned reading. Of 

course, you can also volunteer comments and questions. 

I will adjust grades by one notch (i.e., a half-grade) based on class participation. It 

works both ways - you can raise your grade with energetic and insightful 



participation, or you can lower it by consistently failing to prepare adequately for 

class. 

FINAL EXAM AND GRADING 

Your grade in this class will be based on a final examination (with a potential for 

adjustments for class participation) scheduled on December 15, 2012 from 9 a.m. 

to noon.  The exam will last for 3 hours, and will include a combination of multiple 

choice, short answers and essay questions. You can bring your personal notes or 

outlines that you have personally written from scratch, your textbook for this class, 

and any handouts from the class.  The exam will be based on class presentations 

and lecture materials (including reading assignments) with emphasis on materials 

focused on in class.  No commercial outlines, briefs, or materials will be allowed. 

There will be opportunities for review and exam preparation during mid-semester 

and at the end of the semester. 

Last, as per Law Center policy, I reserve the right to make adjustments to grades 

based on class participation. This adjustment can be upward or downward. 

OFFICE HOURS 

I am glad to meet with you at a time that works for both of us (assuming that I'm 

not otherwise busy).  Please call or email me if you'd like to schedule a visit during 

any particular time. You can reach me at (512) 495-6464 or at srpatel12@uh.edu if 

you have questions or would like to schedule a meeting.  I also have an electronic 

blackboard set-up to communicate with the students and I expect you to regularly 

check that for updates, postings on reading assignments and so forth. 

COMPUTER USE POLICY 

The permitted use of personal computers (including other electronic devices such 

as smartphones) is solely for the purpose of (i) reviewing preparation notes, and 

(ii) taking notes during class.  Specifically excluded from in-class computer usage 

is anything beyond these activities, e.g. “surfing the web” and messaging.  Non-

participation due to diversionary uses of your personal computer constitutes an 

absence from the class and subject to action within the Law Center’s policies and 

the professor’s discretion. 
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