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SCHEDULE

11th of February 2021
The COVID-19 Pandemic and Its Impact on Social Justice

CHAIRS: Elizabeth Trujillo, University of Houston; 
Sabrina Ragone, University of Bologna 

MODERATOR: César Coronel Ortega, Co-Chair ASIL-LAIG

SPEAKER: Alberto Abad Suárez Ávila, IIJ-UNAM, Mexico 

DISCUSSANT: Anuscheh Farahat, University of Erlangen-Nürnberg 

25th of February 2021
The Impact of the COVID-19 Pandemic on International and Global Law

CHAIR: Elizabeth Trujillo, University of Houston

MODERATOR: Sabrina Ragone, University of Bologna

SPEAKER: René Urueña, Universidad de los Andes, Bogotá, Colombia 

DISCUSSANT: Lorenzo Casini, IMT School for Advanced Studies—Lucca 

11th of March 2021
Lessons from COVID-19 for Sustainability: Health and Climate Change

CHAIR: Sabrina Ragone, University of Bologna

MODERATOR: Elizabeth Trujillo, University of Houston

SPEAKER: Daniel Farber, Sho Sato Professor of Law; Faculty Director, Center for Law, 
Energy, & the Environment, Berkeley University 

DISCUSSANT: Pedro Villarreal, Max Planck Institute for Comparative Public Law and 
International Law, Heidelberg 



18th of March 2021
International Trade in the Time of COVID-19

CHAIR: Sabrina Ragone, University of Bologna

MODERATOR: Frank García, Boston College Law School

SPEAKER: Gabrielle Marceau, University of Geneva and WTO 

DISCUSSANT: Elizabeth Trujillo, University of Houston 

15th of April 2021
COVID-19 and Latin America: The Impact on the Inter-American System of 
Human Rights 

CHAIR: Sabrina Ragone, University of Bologna

MODERATOR: Jorge Contesse, Rutgers University School of Law, Co-Chair ASIL-LAIG

SPEAKER: Pablo Saavedra, Inter-American Court of Human Rights 

DISCUSSANT: Amaya Úbeda de Torres, Council of Europe 

22nd of April 2021
COVID-19 and Trends on Constitutionalism: A Comparative Approach

CHAIR: Elizabeth Trujillo, University of Houston 

MODERATOR: James T. Gathii, Loyola University Chicago School of Law 

SPEAKER: Tom Ginsburg, University of Chicago 

DISCUSSANT: Sabrina Ragone, University of Bologna 

SCHEDULE



BIOGRAPHIES

LORENZO CASINI 
Lorenzo Casini is a Full Professor of Administrative Law at IMT School for Advanced Studies in Lucca 
(Italy), where he teaches Global Law and Cultural Heritage Law. Since September 2019 he has been 
serving as Chief of Staff of the Italian Minister for Cultural Heritage and Tourism. From 2009 to 2014 
he served as a law clerk to Justice Professor Sabino Cassese at the Constitutional Court of Italy. He has 
been Research Fellow at the New York University School of Law on several occasions. He has published 
extensively in public law, and comparative and global administrative law. He is the Co-President of the 
International Society of Public Law (ICON-S).

ANUSCHEH FARAHAT 
Anuscheh Farahat is a Professor of Public Law, Migration Law and Human Rights Law at the University 
of Erlangen-Nürnberg and Senior Research Affiliate at Max Planck Institute for Comparative Public 
Law and International Law. Anuscheh is currently leading a research group on transnational solidarity 
conflicts in the EU, which is funded by the German Research Foundation (DFG). She publishes widely on 
issues of constitutional law, migration law, and human rights law.

JORGE CONTESSE 
Jorge Contesse is a scholar of international human rights and comparative constitutional law, focusing 
on the judicialization of international law and on the interaction between Latin American constitutional 
actors and international human rights regimes. His work has appeared in leading international law 
journals, and he has held several visiting positions. Prior to joining the Rutgers’ faculty, he served as a 
board member for Chile’s National Human Rights Institute. He holds an LL.B. from Diego Portales Law 
School and LL.M. and a J.S.D. degrees from Yale Law School.

CÉSAR CORONEL ORTEGA 
César Coronel Ortega is Co-Chair of the Latin America Interest Group of the American Society of 
International Law. He is a Senior Associate at the law firm of Coronel & Pérez in Ecuador, working at the 
firm’s offices in Guayaquil and Quito. He works mainly in international disputes, and also practices in 
the areas of constitutional, antitrust and corporate law in Ecuador.

He has worked at the law firms of Three Crowns LLP in London and Winston & Strawn in New York. 
He has also worked at the United Nations Office of Legal Affairs in New York, as a Legal Advisor at the 
National Constituent Assembly of Ecuador. 

He has lectured on International Law at the Universidad de los Hemisferios in Quito and at the Master’s 
Program in International Arbitration and Litigation at Universidad San Francisco de Quito. He obtained 

his law degree (LL.B.) at the Catholic University of Guayaquil, and an LL.M. from New York University School of Law. In addition, he holds 
a B.S. in International Politics and a Certificate in Latin American Studies from Georgetown University’s School of Foreign Service.



FRANK J. GARCÍA
Frank J. García is Professor of Law and Dean’s Distinguished Scholar at the Boston College Law School. 
A Fulbright Scholar, he has lectured widely on globalization and international economic law in Europe, 
South America and the Asia/Pacific region. He is the author of, among other volumes, Consent and 
Trade: Trading Freely in a Global Market (2019) and Global Justice and International Economic Law: 
Three Takes, both published by Cambridge University Press, and a co-author (with Aisbett, et al.) of 
Rethinking International Investment Governance: Principles for the 21st Century (2018). Professor 
García is a Senior Fellow of the Columbia Center on Sustainable Investment, and a member of the 
editorial board of the Oxford Journal of International Economic Law.

JAMES T. GATHII
James T. Gathii is the Wing-Tat Lee Chair in International Law and Professor of Law at Loyola University 
Chicago School of Law since July 2012. He is a graduate of the University of Nairobi, Kenya, and Harvard 
Law School. He sits on the board of editors of the American Journal of International Law, the Journal 
of African Law and the Journal of International Trade Law and Policy, among others. He is co-editor in 
Chief of the African Journal of International Economic Law. He was the Grotius Lecturer at the 2020 
American Society of International Law Virtual Annual Meeting. His research and teaching interests 
are in Public International Law, International Trade Law, Third World Approaches to International Law, 
(TWAIL), Comparative Constitutional Law and Human Rights. Professor Gathii served an Independent 
Expert of the Working Group on Extractive Industries, Environment, and Human Rights Violations in 
Africa formed by the African Commission on Human and Peoples’ Rights between 2012 to 2020.

He is also an expert member of the Working Group on Agricultural Land Investment Contracts of the International Institute for the 
Unification of Private Law, (UNIDRIOT), the Food and Agricultural Organization (FAO) and the International Fund for Agriculture (IFAD). 
He has sat as an arbitrator in two international commercial arbitrations hosted by the Permanent Court of Arbitration in the Hague. 
He is a founding member of the TWAIL network. He is an elected member of the International Academy of International Law. He has 
consulted for the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights, (OHCHR), and the Economic Commission for 
Africa, (ECA), among others. Professor Gathii is a founding Editor of Afronomicslaw.org, the blog on international economic law issues 
relating to Africa and Global South. His books include African Regional Trade Agreements as Legal Regimes (Cambridge University 
Press, 2011, Paperback 2013); War, Commerce and International Law (Oxford University Press, 2010); and The Contested Empowerment 
of Kenya’s Judiciary, 2010-2015: A Historical Institutional Analysis, (Sheria Publishing House, 2016). His latest edited book is The 
Performance of Africa’s International Courts: Using Litigation for Political, Legal, and Social Change, (Oxford University Press in 2020). 
In addition to his books, Professor Gathii has authored over 90 articles and book chapters.

DAN FARBER 
Dan Farber is the Sho Sato Professor of Law and the Faculty Director of the Center for Law, Energy, and 
the Environment at the University of California, Berkeley. Professor Farber serves on the editorial board 
of Foundation Press and is a member of the American Academy of Arts and Sciences and a Life Member 
of the American Law Institute. After graduation from the University of Illinois law school, Professor 
Farber was a law clerk for Judge Philip W. Tone on the Seventh Circuit and then for Justice John Paul 
Stevens on the Supreme Court. Professor Farber practiced law with Sidley & Austin before returning to 
the University of Illinois as a faculty member in 1978. From 1981 to 2002, he taught at the University of 
Minnesota Law faculty, where he was the McKnight Presidential Professor of Public Law. He also has 
been a Visiting Professor at the Stanford Law School, Harvard Law School, and the University of Chicago 
Law School. He is an author of leading casebooks on constitutional law and environmental law.



SABRINA RAGONE 
Sabrina Ragone is a professor of comparative law at the University of Bologna and a senior research 
affiliate of the Max Planck Institute for Comparative Public Law and International Law, Heidelberg 
(MPIL). Previously, she was a research fellow at the Centre for Political and Constitutional Studies 
(Madrid) and the Autonomous University of Barcelona. She has held research and visiting professor 
positions in several academic institutions in Europe, as well as in Latin America and the US. Her 
extensive publications address comparative law methodology and substance in Italian, English, Spanish, 
German, Portuguese and French. She has authored five books, five edited books and more than ninety 
journal articles and book chapters. Her latest book: “Parlamentarismos y crisis económica: afectación 
de los encajes constitucionales en Italia y España” [Parliamentary Systems and Economic Crisis: 
Changes to Constitutional Arrangements in Italy and Spain], Bosch, 2020.

GABRIELLE MARCEAU 
Gabrielle Marceau, Ph.D., is Senior Counsellor in the Research Division (ERSD) of the WTO Secretariat 
since 1 May 2020. In September 1994 Mrs Marceau joined the GATT Secretariat and for several years her 
main function was to advise panellists in WTO disputes, the Director-General’s Office, the Secretariat 
and WTO Members on WTO-related matters. From September 2005 to January 2010, Mrs Marceau was 
legal advisor in the Cabinet of former WTO Director-General Pascal Lamy, and from September 2016 to 
January 2017, she was acting director, Officer in Charge for Legal Affairs Division. 

Gabrielle Marceau is also Associate Professor at the Law Faculty of the University of Geneva; she has 
been Visiting Professor at the Graduate Institute in Geneva, the Sorbonne in Paris, Monash University 
in Melbourne, the World Trade Institute in Bern, and many other institutions. Professor Marceau is also 
involved with associations and groups promoting international (economic) law. Professor Marceau has 

published extensively in WTO law and international economic law. 

Before joining the GATT Secretariat, Gabrielle Marceau, member of the Quebec/Canada Bar, worked in private practice in Quebec, 
Canada, mainly in labour, insurance law and civil law.

PABLO SAAVEDRA 
Pablo Saavedra has been the Executive Secretary of the Inter-American Court of Human Rights in  
San José, Costa Rica, since 2004. He was previously Deputy Secretary of the Inter-American Court  
(2001–2003). He received his undergraduate degree from Diego Portales University in Chile and  
earned his master’s degree in International Law at the University of Notre Dame. He was a lawyer  
of the National Corporation for the Reparation and Reconciliation of Chile, where he investigated 
human rights violations that occurred between 1973 and 1989. He has also worked as a lawyer in the 
Inter-American Commission on Human Rights between 1997 and 2001. He has published extensively  
on human rights and has been a speaker at conference in Europe and the Americas.

TOM GINSBURG 
Tom Ginsburg is the Leo Spitz Professor of International Law at the University of Chicago, where he also 
holds an appointment in the Political Science Department. He holds B.A., J.D. and Ph.D. degrees from 
the University of California at Berkeley. He currently co-directs the Comparative Constitutions Project, 
an NSF-funded data set cataloging the world’s constitutions since 1789, that runs the award-winning 
Constitute website. His latest book is How to Save a Constitutional Democracy (2018, with Aziz Huq), 
and his other books include Judicial Reputation: A Comparative Theory (2015) (with Nuno Garoupa); The 
Endurance of National Constitutions (2009) (with Zachary Elkins and James Melton), which won the best 
book award from Comparative Democratization Section of American Political Science Association; and 
Judicial Review in New Democracies (2003), winner of the C. Herman Pritchett Award. He is a member of 
the American Academy of Arts and Sciences. Before entering law teaching, he served as a legal advisor 

at the Iran-U.S. Claims Tribunal, The Hague, Netherlands, and he has consulted with numerous international development agencies and 
governments on legal and constitutional reform. He currently serves a senior advisor on Constitution Building to International IDEA.



RENÉ URUEÑA 
René Urueña is an Associate Professor and Director of Research at the Universidad de Los Andes School 
of Law (Colombia). He holds a doctoral degree (exima cum laude) from the University of Helsinki, has 
been several times an expert witness before the Inter-American Court of Human Rights, and served as 
an adviser of the Selection Committee of the Special Jurisdiction for Peace (Colombia). 

PEDRO VILLARREAL
Pedro Villarreal is a Senior Research Fellow at the Max Planck Institute for Comparative Public Law and 
International Law. He is manager of the project “International Health Governance”. In 2017, he received 
the prize for the best doctoral dissertation in law and social sciences at the National Autonomous 
University of Mexico for his work, “Pandemics and Law: A Global Governance Perspective”.

The University of Houston is a Carnegie-designated Tier One institution and an EEO/AA institution.

AMAYA ÚBEDA DE TORRES 
Amaya Úbeda de Torres is a senior lawyer at the European Committee of Social Rights, at the Council 
of Europe. She holds a Ph.D. by both the Universities of Strasbourg and Complutense of Madrid. Her 
Ph. D. obtained the René Cassin prize to the best thesis on Human Rights. She teaches International 
Law and Human Rights at the IE University and been a visiting scholar at, among others, the Columbia 
University, the London School of Economics and La Sorbonne and has published over 30 academic 
publications in the field of International Law, the European and the Inter-American Human Rights 
systems and the dialogue of judges.

ELIZABETH TRUJILLO 
Elizabeth Trujillo is the Mary Ann & Lawrence E. Faust Professor of Law and the Founding Director of 
the Initiative on Global Law and Policy for the Americas. She writes and teaches in international trade 
and investment law, USMCA, sustainable development and energy, contracts, and international law.  
Her publications which can be found in leading law reviews, books, and peer journals, examine 
the legal and policy overlaps between international trade and investment and domestic regulatory 
processes, specifically in the areas of energy, the environment, and sustainable development. Her  
more recent work focuses on the trade considerations for domestic decarbonization strategies in the 
context of changing international economic legal frameworks, with an emphasis on the Americas. 
Professor Trujillo has been the recipient of the Alexander von Humboldt Foundation Research 

Fellowship and is writing a book on Shattered Prisms: Reconceptualizing Trade through a Sustainable Development Framework, which 
will be published with Cambridge University Press. In 2017, Professor Trujillo was elected to the American Law Institute and she serves 
on the Executive Council of the American Society of International Law. 

ALBERTO ABAD SUÁREZ ÁVILA 
Alberto Abad Suárez Ávila lives in Mexico City where he is a full-time professor and coordinator of 
the Sociology of Law department at the Instituto de Investigaciones Jurídicas Universidad Nacional 
Autónoma de México (IIJ-UNAM). He is also a CONACYT National Researcher Level II and Affiliate 
Scholar to the Center for US and Mexican Law at the University of Houston Law Center. He belongs to 
the Law and Society Association, the International Society of Public Law and the Latin American Studies 
Association. Alberto has published about Human Rights and the judicial system in Mexico. 


