
Clinic Prerequisites  - Summer & Fall 2014 

Clinic Prerequisites Program Prerequisites Credit Hours Credit Hours 

Civil Practice Clinic 
Fall, Spring & Summer 

Good Academic Standing 
& Completion 45 Credits 

Criminal Practice 
Externship 
Fall & Spring 

Good Academic Standing,  
Earned “B” or better in Trial Ad 

& Earned “B -“ or better in  
Evidence  

Clinic I - 4  
Clinic II - Vary  

4, graded 

Consumer Law Clinic 
Fall, Spring & Summer 

Good Academic Standing 
& Completion 45 Credits 

Government and Nonprofit 
Externship Program 

Fall, Spring & Summer 

Good Academic Standing 
 Some Vary with placement 

3 or 4 
2-  4, pass/fail 
See website* 

Immigration Clinic 
Fall, Spring & Summer 

Good Academic Standing 
Judicial Externship 

Program 
Fall, Spring & Summer 

Good Academic Standing 
 Some Vary with placement 

Clinic I - 4  
Clinic II - Vary  

2-  4, pass/fail 
See website* 

Mediation Externship 
Fall, Spring & Summer 

Good Academic Standing 
& 40 Hour Mediation Training 

Consumer Dispute 
Resolution** 

See Richard Alderman,  
alderman@UH.EDU 

2, plus a 1 Cr. Hr. 
Class Component* 

3 or 4 

Transactional Clinic 
Fall, Spring & Summer 

Good Academic Standing 
Death Penalty Clinic 

Fall, Spring & Summer 

See Cassandra Jeu, 
ccjeu@UH.EDU   

3 or 4 
4 in Summer 

2 in Fall & 
Spring 

UH Law Center Clinical Legal Education Programs offer law students an exciting opportunity 

to have hands-on practical experience in the legal profession while still in law school. 

As a student attorney in the in-house clinic, students can learn the following skills while handling real clients: 

For more information and an application see our website at:         www.law.uh.edu/clinic 

Students participating in the Government and Nonprofit Externship Program work in nonprofit organizations or 
government agencies and learn about the law through their on-site legal work with organization attorneys. 

Students who participate in a Judicial Externship Program work in local, state, and federal courts and gain valu-
able skills in research and writing and have the chance to observe trials and hearings. 

The University of Houston is an EEO/AA institution. 

▪ Interviewing
▪ Negotiating
▪ File management/ client billing
▪ Case management
▪ Research and writing
▪ Drafting Motions/ Appellate Briefs/

Contracts, etc.

▪ Forming business entities
▪ Trials and hearings
▪ Appellate work
▪ Collaborations with other local agencies and

processionals
▪ Specifics about practicing in a particular

area of law

* No longer offering 4 Cr. Hr. Externships/Judicial Internships in short summer sessions
** Students will work with the Texas Consumer Complaint Center 

* Classroom component is the Mediation Process course.



In-House Clinics - Frequently Asked Questions 

In the clinics you will be lead counsel on your cases.  For 

example, in the Civil Practice Clinic you prepare  clients and 

witnesses, draft the pleadings, argue motions, take deposi-

tions,  conduct trial, and argue any appeal.  In short, in the 

clinics, you are primarily responsible for the cases. This gives 

you direct experience you will not get in most clerking jobs. 

The primary purpose of the clinics is to develop your legal 

skills.  The faculty supervisor carefully monitors the number 

and types of cases you are assigned to maximize your learning 

opportunities.  The faculty supervisor works closely with you so 

you will have an opportunity to discuss strategy, think through 

legal options, and understand why a course of action is best.  

By contrast, firms for which you might clerk are mainly                    

concerned with completing work on the cases —-that is how 

they remain financially viable.  This is not to say that the firms' 

approach is wrong -- it is simply a different focus than you will 

find in the clinics. 

One former student observed, "I didn't realize it at the time, 

but clinic was the last time -- heck, the only time -- I had a 

chance actually to think about why I was doing certain things.  

In retrospect, I really appreciate the fact that I could reflect on 

what I was doing and why." 

I already clerk. Why should I take a clinic?  

Yes. A central goal of clinical education is to teach you 

to be a good lawyer.  The benefits of clinical education 

are documented. A study produced by the National            

Association of Law Placement in collaboration with the 

ABA concludes that recent graduates reported that              

taking on the role of a student attorney in a law school 

clinic prepared them more for the practice of law than                   

coursework performed in the upper-year doctrinal               

courses or their coursework performed during the                     

first-year curriculum.  

Will taking a clinic prepare me to be a lawyer?  

Are the Clinics graded? 

Yes, they are graded according to the grading system                        

applicable to other second and third year classes.  The only                 

exception is the Mediation Externship and , nonprofit and judi-

cial externships, which are graded pass/fail. The class  associat-

ed with the Mediation Externship is graded. 

Yes, you are limited to fifteen credit hours of clinical                  

courses. Please note that the government, nonprofit and          

judicial externships are also subject to a separate cap.  

www.law.uh.edu/clinic 

Is there a limit on the number of clinics I can take? 

 The number of hours spent each week depends on the               

number of credits you are receiving  and the type of clinic.   For 

a three (3) credit clinic you will have roughly 9 hours per week, 

including class time. For a four (4) credit clinic you will have 

roughly 14 hours per week, including class time.  

How many hours a week will I be spending in the 

clinic? 

What clinic should I take? 

Absolutely. Students work with actual clients as 

the student attorney. Students take primary respon-

sibility for developing a case strategy and performing 

all the work on the case. Federal and Texas laws 

permit students to provide direct representation in 

various courts and administrative tribunals under 

the supervision of a faculty supervisor.  

Do student attorneys in the clinics work 

with real clients? 

That depends on your interests.  The most                

obvious difference between the clinics is the types 

of cases handled – criminal, civil, immigration,                  

transactional, etc.  All the clinics teach a similar set 

of lawyering skills.  If your goal is to learn a                        

particular area of law, take the clinic handling that 

type of law. If your goal is to learn the lawyering 

skills you will need in practice, it does not matter 

much which clinic you take.  

In most of the clinics, the clients are individuals 

and organizations who are not in the financial              

position to otherwise obtain legal representation. 

What clients do the clinics represent? 

The University of Houston is an EEO/AA institution. 


